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Join SCOPE 
Today! 

SCOPEny2A.org 
 

“Guns are our 
friends because in a 

country without 
guns, I'm what's 
known as "prey." 
All females are.” 

Ann Coulter  

 
We get no air time on CNN. 

 

We don’t riot and burn things down. 
 

We go to work and support our families. 
We love America. 

 

We salute the flag. 
 

We say the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 

We sing the Star Spangled Banner 

 while standing. 
We respect law enforcement and 

we obey the law. 
 

We appreciate the military. 
 

We use guns safely and legally. 
 

We defend the Constitution and 
especially the 2nd Amendment. 

 

We support conservation and hunting. 
 

We will vote in November 
to take back our country  

 

We are S.C.O.P.E. 

We are S.C.O.P.E. 

“Foolish liberals who are 
trying to read the Second 
Amendment out of the 
Constitution by claiming 
it's not an individual right 
or that it's too much of a 
public safety hazard, don't 
see the danger in the big 
picture. They're courting 
disaster by encouraging 
others to use the same 
means to eliminate por-
tions of the Constitu-
tion they don't like.” 
Alan Dershowitz 

 
S.C.O.P.E., Inc.   Shooters Committee on Political Education 

Firing Lines 
Fighting for your Second Amendment Rights since 1965 

A well regulated Militia, being necessary to the security of a free State, 
the right of the people to keep and bear Arms, shall not be infringed. 



To contact SCOPE: 
E-mail:  
sue.scopeny@gmail.com 
  
SCOPE Board Members 
SCOPE Chapter Chairs are 
also Board Members 
  
President 
At Large Director 
Nick Massal 
hunted@roadrunner.com 
585.593.0131 
 
2nd Vice President 
John Prendergast 
jpr3nder66@outlook.com 
315.694.0481 
 
Treasurer 
At Large Director 
Tom Reynolds 
tkjl9@yahoo.com 
607.215.0612 
 

Chairman of the Board 
Tim Maher 
timothyamaher59@gmail.com 
585.281.3336 
 
Secretary 
Curtis Cappellano 
curtisc@nycap.rr.com 
518.330.7732 
 
At Large Director 
Steven Speta 
nyankee92@aol.com 
585.466.6460   
 
At Large Director 
Tim Andrews 
tandrews5@rochester.rr.com 
585.315.6411 
 
SCOPE CHAPTER 
INFORMATION   
 
Allegany Chapter 
Chairman Jim Krywalski 
jkrywalski@gmail.com 
716.913.8176 
Meetings 3rd Tuesday 
Angelica American Legion 
7:00pm Angelica, NY 
 
Capital District Chapter:  
Albany/Columbia/Greene/
Schenectady/ 
Rensselaer/Saratoga 
Chairman Curtis Cappellano 
curtisc@nycap.rr.com 
518.330.7732 
Meetings 2nd Tuesday 7:00pm 
Nassau Sportsmen’s Club 
 
Cattaraugus Chapter 
Chairman Mike Wesley 
mswesley@localnet.com 
Meetings 2nd Thursday 
7:00pm 
American Legion Post 531, 
Little Valley 
 
Cayuga Chapter 
Jim Dishaw 
dishawjp@gmail.com 
315.255.3315 
Meetings 2nd Thursday 
7:00pm 
Masonic Lodge Weedsport, 
NY 
 
Central NY Chapter:  
Contact don6027@gmail.com 
 
Chautauqua Chapter 
Chairman Will Conta 
716.857.0382 
will.conta@charter.net 
Meetings 3rd Tuesday 7:00pm 
VFW Post 8647 Mayville, NY 
 
Chemung Chapter 
Contact don6027@gmail.com 
   
Delaware Chapter 
Chairwoman Andrea Elliot 

del.co.scope@gmail.com 
845.586.1721 
   
Erie Chapter 
Contact don6027@gmail.com 
   
Genesee Chapter 
Chairman Jim Tuttle 
jtuttle10@rochester.rr.com 
716-474-4454 
Meetings 2nd Tuesday 
7:00pm 
Calvary Baptist Church 
3515 Galloway Rd. Batavia, 
NY 
  
Jefferson-Lewis Chapter 
Chairman C. Bruce Kingsley 
cbkingsley@tds.net 
315.649.3424 
Meetings 3rd Monday 7:00pm 
Gander Outdoor Salmon Run 
Mall 
 
Monroe Chapter 
Chairman Gene Nolan 
genenolan41@gmail.com 
585.520.3821 
Meetings 4th Tuesday 7:00pm 
Elks Lodge 24 Henrietta, NY 
 
Niagara Chapter 
Contact don6027@gmail.com 
 
Oneida-Herkimer Chapter 
Chairman BohdanRabarsky 
bohdan1@roadrunner.com 
315.733.2720 
Meetings 2nd Monday 7:00pm 
Fraternal Order of Eagles 
Club, Deerfield, NY 
 
Ontario Chapter 
Chairman Tim Maher 
tim@embroideryloft.com 
585.281.3336 
Meetings 3rd Monday 7:00pm 
Canandaigua Sportsmen’s 
Club, Canandaigua, NY 
 

Orleans Chapter 
Chairman David Thom 
orlctychair@gmail.com 
585.589.6918 
Meetings 3rd Monday 7:00pm 
Hoag Library; 1st FloorAlbion, 
NY 
  
St. Lawrence Chapter 
Contact don6027@gmail.com 
 
Schoharie Chapter 
Chairman Walter Janczak 
ljanczak@midtel.net 
518.868.6902 
Meetings 3rd Thursday 
7:00pm 
Alternate venue every 3 
months 
Jan/Feb/March/Jul/Aug/Sep: 
Carlisle Town Hall Carlisle, 
NY 
Apr/May/Jun/Oct Nov: 
Middleburgh R&G Club Mid-
dleburgh, NY 
 
Schuyler Chapter 
Chairman Steven Getman 
getman.law@gmail.com 
607-288-3220 
Meetings 2nd Thursday 
7:00pm 
Jan/Mar/May/Oct 
Moose Lodge Montour Falls, 
NY 
 
Seneca Chapter 
Chairman John Christensen 
jcruger357@yahoo.com 
315.651.8753 
Meetings 4th Tuesday 7:00pm 
VFW Post 6433 Waterloo, NY 
  
Southern Tier Chapter 
Contact don6027@gmail.com 
 
Steuben Chapter 
Chairman Doug Mitchell 

(Continued on page 3) 

FIRING LINES 
 
 

Editor - Ralph Esposito 
 

To contact SCOPE 
and FIRING LINES 

Write to: 
SCOPE  

PO Box 165 
East Aurora, NY 14052-0165 

 

  All written material is 
copyrighted by the author and 
or SCOPE, Inc. Permission is 
granted to use all or part of the 
published articles in the Firing 
Lines as long as credit is given 
to the author and SCOPE, Inc. 
 

  F i r i n g  L i n e s  a l l o w s 
S.C.O.P.E. to keep members 
informed on issues in regards to 
defense of the 2nd Amendment, 
in  part icu lar ,  and the 
Constitution in general.  It is 
also an opportunity for 
members to voice their 
opinions and concerns on those 
subjects; as such, it contains a 
variety of personal opinions.  It 
should not be taken as 
representing the official 
position of S.C.O.P.E. or its 
officers and members unless so 
stated.  Readers should 
remember that it is not meant to 
constitute legal advice 
 

 

RC PRODUCTIONS 
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Newsletter Deadline for the 
Firing Lines 

 
 Firing Lines is printed every two months.  
The deadlines are January 15, March 15, May 15, 
July 15, September 15 and November 15. 
 We do take articles from you, our members. 
They are subject to editing for spelling and gram-
mar. We also reserve the right not to print the arti-
cle. 
 Articles should be emailed as a file. Text or 
basic Word document formats are preferred. Please 
pictures in JPG format. NO PDF files. Thank You 
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dmitch7664@stny.rr.com 
607.359.2928 
Meetings 1st & 3rd Mondays 
7:00pm 
Bath Rod & Gun Club Bath, 
NY 
  
Suffolk Chapter 
Chairman Sherman Kearns 
suffolkcounty-
scope@gmail.com 
631.806.1171 
Meetings 4th Thursday 6:30pm 
Dark Storm Industries Oak-
dale, NY 
  
Ulster Chapter 
Chairman Edward Altenau 
ealtenau@hvc.rr.com 
845.382.1143 
  
Wayne Chapter 
Chairman Don Smith 
don6027@gmail.com 
315.398.0195 
Meetings 2nd Wednesday 
7:00pm 

Marion VFW Post 1430 
Marion, NY 
 
Wyoming Chapter 
Chairman Gary Gardner 
585.786.9946 
Meetings 2nd Thursday 
7:00pm 
Dept. of Social Services Bldg. 
Warsaw, NY 
  
Yates Chapter 
Chairman John Prendergast 
jpr3nder66@outlook.com 
315.694.0481 
 

(Continued from page 2) 

Check your 
address label for 

your renewal date 
 

 With this newsletter your expiration date is 
included on the address label. It will save SCOPE 
time and money if you can renew your membership a 
month or two before your membership is due to ex-
pire. 
 You can use the membership application in 
the newsletter or go online to www.Scopeny2A.org 
to renew. 
Thank you 

 

Renew your membership today! 

 

 SCOPE-PAC 
Political Action Committee 

 

Effectively defending the 2nd Amendment requires us to go on the 
offensive. We cannot wait, unprepared, for the next assault from the 
radical left. Although we may have a friend in the White House, 
Cuomo and the radical left still reside in Albany. 
 

SCOPE Inc. works to educate the public and influence legislation 
while SCOPE-PAC is a separate, all volunteer organization and can 
provide direct financial support to candidates and promote legislation 
safeguarding the 2nd Amendment. Money is the “Mother’s Milk” of 
politics. 
 

Politicians and candidates look at each individual and organization in 
terms of can they help, can they hurt me or do they matter at all. We 
can help candidates in a number of ways but the most effective is with 
money, that’s where SCOPE PAC comes in and where each individual 
gun owner can help. There is estimated to be about 4 million gun own-
ers in New York and if all those gun owners just donated a dollar each 
month we would have millions to work with. All we are asking is that 
you, our members and other gun owners donate at least that much to 
SCOPE PAC. It’s not a lot to ask, so please help. 
 

The time to begin building up cash reserves for that election cycle is 
now, when smaller donations given over time can mount up into a sig-
nificant amount and will make a difference. Please consider making a 
donation now, no matter how small, to SCOPE-PAC and again when-
ever you can afford to support the 2nd Amendment   

SCOPE-PAC 

P.O. Box 12711 

Rochester, NY 14612 
 

Or online at: 
www.SCOPEPAC.com 



Do we really have a 
constitution? 
By Tim Andrews 
SCOPE Director 
 
 In the January/February is-
sue of Firing Lines, I wrote a column 
titled, “Do we really have a Second 
Amendment?” The column focused 
on how our Second Amendment 
rights are being legislated out of exis-
tence; emphasis on “legislated.” 
 Just a few months later, new 
threats resulting from the COVID-19 
pandemic have surfaced. New York, 
as well as other states around the 
country, have classified gun shops 
and gun clubs as non-essential; they 
cannot open. In contrast, President 
Trump and the federal government 
deemed gun shops as essential and, 
with social distancing guidelines, 
were permitted to be open. Some 
states have opened gun shops because 
of the fed’s action but, as of this date, 
not New York. 
 As a result of the COVID-19 
crisis, the State of New York has 
found a way to ban the sale of all 
firearms and ammunition without 
ever passing legislation. Because a 
NICS check is required for private 
sales between individuals, they are 
effectively banned. With issuing of-
fices closed or with scaled back ser-
vices, new pistol license applications 
are not being accepted. Some coun-
ties have said they are accepting li-
cense amendments by mail but since 
it is impossible to get a NICS check 
I’m not sure how useful that is. Gov-
ernor Cuomo, by executive fiat, has 
temporarily repealed the Second 
Amendment.  One man has decided 
that your rights and, more impor-
tantly, your life does not matter. Your 
Constitutional rights are non-
essential. It is clear from this pan-
demic that either the state legislature 
or the courts need to check executive 
authority in New York.  Instead, the 
legislature gave the governor even 
more power for the next year. 

 Keep in mind these closures 
have occurred while liquor stores as 
well as large box stores like Wal-
Mart and Home Depot remain open. 
Golf courses were open while gun 
clubs were shut down.  Cuomo has 
clearly declared war on gun owner-
ship in New York. At some time, and 
perhaps by the time you read this, 
some of these closures might be lifted 
- maybe. Even if that is the case, the 
governor has found another way to 
neuter the Second Amendment that 
he can file away for future use. Once 
this bridge is crossed it gets easier to 
abridge your rights. Next time it 
could be any number of natural emer-
gencies that would give the governor 
an excuse to restrict your Second 
Amendment rights. 
 The governor has not limited 
himself to just the Second Amend-
ment, he’s going after the entire Con-
stitution; when was the last time you 
were able to attend church? Can’t 
attend church, can’t purchase a gun 
and you can’t even get certain elec-
tive surgeries. But no worry, if you 
want an abortion that is still available. 
To Cuomo, the left’s priorities are 
more essential than the Constitution.  
All of this is true hypocrisy and, 
worse, all our freedoms are hanging 
by a thread. This is why I amended 
the headline of my column from the 
January/February Firing Lines to 
read, “Do we really have a Constitu-
tion”? 
 Most of you are aware of the 
homeowner in St. Louis who was 
threatened by Black Lives Matter 
protesters; they broke down a gate, 
threatened the homeowner and his 
family, trespassed onto private prop-
erty and even threatened to kill the 
family dog. As I am writing this, the 
homeowner told FOX News’ Tucker 
Carlson that he believes that he’ll be 
indicted. In an act of self-defense, the 
homeowner brandished an AR-15 and 
his wife a handgun to defend their 
home and they’re the ones facing 
possible prosecution.  Not the crimi-
nals who broke into private property 
and threatened them. Lawlessness is 

encouraged and your inalienable right 
to self defense is under attack. Simul-
taneously, the same people who want 
to take your guns are now defunding 
police departments.  
 Take note of the last three 
years in Washington where even a 
three-star general is not afforded his 
rights under the constitution.  
 SCOPE has always been non
-partisan; we are neither pro Republi-
can nor Democrat.  If a politician is 
pro-Second Amendment and pro 
Constitution, that’s what matters. 
However, times have clearly changed 
and today’s Democratic Party is not 
the Democratic Party of our mothers 
and fathers. 
 Evidence is clear that the 
Black Lives Matter (BLM) organiza-
tion is a leftist Marxist organization 
and they also appear to be a fundrais-
ing arm of the Democrat party. Even 
the name, BLM is a false façade.  If 
black lives really mattered, you 
would be hearing much more about 
the black lives lost on the streets of 
cities, like Chicago and New York. 
Many of those lives are children and 
even toddlers. The riots /protests are 
no longer about George Floyd, 
they’re anarchy meant to take Amer-
ica down. 
 We are at a seminal moment 
in American history. We face a criti-
cal election this November at both  
the federal and state levels of govern-
ment. It is clear that if Democrats 
take control of government at the 
federal level, they will impose their 
radical leftist agenda so that America 
will never be able to return.  The 
good news is that “it’s not over until 
the fat lady sings” and she hasn’t 
sung yet. But will freedom loving 
Americans respond, primarily by vot-
ing? If we do not respond, we will 
deserve what we get. Our hope is in 
the hands of the American people. It 
is often said that voters have short 
memories, let’s hope that’s not true. 
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VOTE! 
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Lawless 
Governments 
and Your Rights 
By Henry Kramer 
 
 How do people lose their 
constitutional rights?  Suppose your 
City Council has eleven members, all 
of them of the radical left, and they 
vote 11 to 0 to ban all firearms from 
the City and to do so without com-
pensation to those whose guns were 
taken away. 
 The City Council members 
know that what they have chosen to 
do is unconstitutional but they don’t 
care about the constitution or any 
rights other people may have under 
that “outdated scrap of paper”.  Dur-
ing the Council meeting when they 
adopted the City law, the Council 
president said “We will prosecute any 
person in the City who owns or pos-
sesses a firearm, even an air rifle or a 
toy gun. If they don’t like it, they can 
go to court.” 
 You are outraged and are 
determined to go to court and fight 
for your rights.  You visit your family 
lawyer who lays out for you the eco-
nomic facts of life.  She says that 
even if you win your suit, there is no 
“fee shifting” law that allows you to 
get back your own attorney’s fees.  
Her fees are $400 an hour and you 
pay whether you win or lose.  So, you 
ask how much a suit will cost. 
 You are told that, at a mini-
mum, you should budget for the trial 
at between $25,000 to $50,000.  But 
she also warns you that even if you 
win in the federal district court, the 
City will probably drag you into the 
Court of Appeals.  There will be 
depositions (basically interrogations), 
motions to the court, and procedural 
delays.  It may take several years and 
ultimately cost you $100,000 or more.  
And, she tells you, “If it looks like 
you are going to win and you have a 
very good chance to do that, the City 
Council will just rewrite the City or-

dinance slightly differently and make 
you start all over again.  New York 
City just did that to NYSRPA.” 
 But you point out, the City 
Council members know what they did 
was unconstitutional.  Indeed, they 
do.  They don’t care.  They have the 
resources to wear you out.  And they 
aren’t spending their own money, 
they are spending tax dollars - includ-
ing your own taxes - against you in 
pursuit of their political agenda. 
 What recourse do you have?   
 First, you have your vote.  
Be sure and vote.  If every friend of 
the 2nd Amendment voted, they would 
be a very powerful force.  But for 
some reason, many (perhaps most) 
gun owners don’t vote.  By the way, 
politicians know that gun owners 
don’t vote so they don’t really care to 
spend their political capital defending 
gun issues, on principle.   
 Second, you can run for of-
fice yourself or help other like-
minded people to run.   
 Third, find a group like 
SCOPE, NYSRPA or NRA that might 
help you finance your lawsuit. But 
keep in mind that when someone else 
pays for a lawsuit, they usually expect 
to control the case.   
 Fourth, if you can afford to 
pay the freight, yourself, take the City 
to court.  They will have to spend 
similar money out of the public treas-
ury for which they may be criticized.  
(Or not.)  It is important to push back 
or you will lose your rights.  
  
 Fifth, stand up for the rights 
of other people who are opposing the 
loss of Constitutional rights other 
than the 2nd Amendment; religious 
freedom or freedom of speech for 
example.  Don’t allow lawless gov-
ernment people to take away any of 

our freedoms.  If we lose even one 
right, we open the door to losing oth-
ers. 
 It speaks volumes about the 
politically correct left that to accom-
plish their ends they care not about 
the Constitution, about law, about 
rigging elections, or about the rights 
of those who disagree with them.  For 
them, the end justifies the means.  We 
must push back or we will lose our 
freedoms. 

 

Please check your email for renewal reminders. 
 

If you have an email address listed with SCOPE, 
your renewal reminder will now come via email. 

Voter Registration 
 
Voter registration applica-
tions must be postmarked 
no later than October 9, 
2020 and received by a 
board of elections no later 
than October 14, 2020 to 
be eligible to vote in the 
General Election. 
 
In person registration by 
October 9th. 
 

Election Day is 
November 3rd 

 
To vote in next year's pri-
maries, a person must be 
registered in that party 
before this November's 
election. 
 

Use your rights or lose 
your rights... 
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Police Violence 
By James Tuttle 
 
 As I write this in late June, 
I’m totally disgusted watching the 
news stories of recent events and how 
they have been distorted by the leftist 
news media.  Many of our current 
“leaders” either are completely in-
competent, have no knowledge of the 
Constitution, or have no moral con-
tent. Their actions prove this. Several 
mayors reacted to outright violence 
and the destruction of public and pri-
vate property by saying, in effect, 
“It’s OK.  Pull the police back and 
give up whole sections of the city to 
anarchists”.  I want to vomit.  The 
current crop of “leaders” are not only 
worthless, but they are creating prob-
lems that rarely before existed. 
 We’ve seen and heard the 
emotional complaints over and over 
again of “Police Violence”:it’s the 
cop’s fault; we need police reform; 
they need more training; they need to 
be more sensitive. How nice...  Deci-
sions based on emotions are usually 
faulty but that isn’t stopping politi-
cians or the media from fanning the 
flames. 
 I spent thirty years in law 
enforcement, graduated from the 
FBI’s National Academy, hold de-
grees in Police Science, Business Ad-
ministration and Hazardous Materials 
Administration.  Between my active 
duty time and reserve duty, I have 
spent over twenty years in the mili-
tary. I do not say this to brag or seek 
thanks but to prove that I know a few 
facts about the so called “Police Vio-
lence.” 
 When law enforcement is 
sent to a call for help, they don’t know 
what they are going to face.  If a sus-
pect has a long, violent criminal his-
tory and knows he is about to go back 
to prison, (which happens almost eve-
rywhere but NY), the suspect proba-
bly knows what he is going to do.  
The officer can only guess.  It doesn’t 
matter if that officer is white, black, 
Asian, Hispanic or whatever.  They all 

are going to come face to face with a 
suspect and they don’t know whether 
or not they will suddenly be in a fight 
for their life- or someone else’s.  If the 
suspect has decided he is not going 
back to jail and you are not going to 
arrest him, the officer must instantly 
decide on a reaction. 
 When a suspect loses a fight 
as a result of his own actions, it’s of-
ten labeled “police violence”.  It be-
came “police violence” because the 
true haters and racists started calling it 
so, using lies and manipulation of 
facts. 
 What is called police vio-
lence, the officer calls fighting for his 
life.  If you want to stop police vio-
lence, first, you must first stop vio-
lence against police.  I repeat, if you 
want to stop police violence, first, you 
must first stop violence against police.  
To do that, you need a comprehensive 
set of laws that will stop violent ac-
tions against law enforcement.  For 
instance, if you fight with law en-
forcement officers, you should go to 
jail for a lengthy period of time.  If 
you run from police in a car, you’re 
done driving for years, not days or 
months.   
 In the movie “The Untouch-
ables”, Sean Connery’s character has 
a line about the stupidity of “bringing 
a knife to a gun fight”.  In the emo-
tional, ill-conceived and stupid reac-
tions to the current situation, some 
politicians are proposing that police 
be armed with more non-lethal weap-
ons.  Now, if we can only convince 
the criminals to fight fair and use 
more non-lethal weapons. 
 Officers face other issues 
when attempting to stop a car.  Re-
gardless of the reason for the stop, if 
the driver takes off and a high-speed 
chase ends in a serious accident, it 
becomes the officers’ fault for chasing 
the suspect. Why not just let them go? 
Because, if the suspect ran, there was 
probably a reason and that reason was 
prior criminal activity.  If they get 
away, they’ll probably continue to 
engage in the criminal activity.  When 
their next victim comes forward with 

a complaint or an injury, it immedi-
ately becomes the officer’s fault for 
allowing this to happen.  If the officer 
had done his job, the suspect would be 
in jail.  (Again, almost anywhere but 
NY.) Believe me when I say, there are 
hundreds of civil attorneys waiting to 
file a civil suit.  (More on that later.) 
 Another problem area is the 
media. A basic rule of journalism is 
that it should never contain the 
writer’s opinion; that’s for the opin-
ion/editorial page. The 1st Amendment 
of our Constitution protects the right 
to speak out against government with-
out fear of reprisal and, within certain 
bounds, journalists can lie, misrepre-
sent the truth or create violence.  They 
forget that their obligation is to report 
the news, not create it.  I wish the 
media could be held accountable for 
the problems and the damage they 
create by manipulating the facts. But 
the problem with this is that there is 
not one politician, DA, or judge with 
the nerve to do it. They are too con-
cerned with either covering up for 
each other or their future news cover-
age prior to the next election. Instead, 
all efforts will go to placing restric-
tions upon police.   
 Allow me to bring up a prac-
tice that most of you are probably not 
aware of and you are seeing, without 
recognizing, in almost every com-
plaint about “police brutality”.  A 
favorite ploy of defense attorneys is to 
sue on behalf of their client for a civil 
rights violation. “Drop the charges 
against my client, I’ll drop the civil 
rights complaint” is the basic offer. 
Once the complaint is dropped, 
charges are reduced or dropped and 
everyone goes away happy.  That is, 
everyone but the officer because the 
complaint stays in his record. The 
officer has no recourse for removing 
the complaint from his record. Any 
attorney in subsequent cases, who 
wants to sue, can access these records.  
The fact that the complaints are un-
founded is immaterial, the attorney 
still gets them.  Watch the news right 

(Continued on page 8) 
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Deadly Physical Force 

By Tom Reynolds 
 
 SCOPE members are likely 
concerned about the legal aspects of 
exercising their Second Amendment 
rights in the face of the recent na-
tional violence / “peaceful protests.” 
SCOPE cannot give out legal advice 
and this is not intended as legal ad-
vice regarding the use of physical 
force including deadly physical force.  
 The following short summa-
ries and actual reposts are from New 
York State Penal Code. 
 “Deadly physical force” 
means physical force which, under 
the circumstances in which it is used, 
is readily capable of causing death or 
serious physical injury.  
 Actual S 140.00. 
 "Premises" includes the term 
"building," as defined herein, and any 
real property. 
 Note: The generally ac-
cepted legal definition of real prop-
erty is land, and anything growing on, 
affixed to, or built upon land. This 
also includes man-made buildings as 
well as crops. Real property is best 
characterized as property that doesn’t 
move, or that is attached to the land. 
This is in contrast to personal prop-
erty, which can be moved or trans-
ferred physically. 
 Short summary of S 35.15: 
Justification; use of physical force in 
defense of a person. 
  
 Subsection 2: A person may 

not use deadly physical force upon 
another person... unless the actor 
reasonably believes that such other 
person is using or about to use 
deadly physical force... The actor is 
under no duty to retreat if he or she 
is... in his or her dwelling and not 
the initial aggressor. 
 Short summary of S 35.20: 
Justification; use of physical force in 
defense of premises and in defense 
of a person in the course of burglary. 
 
Subsection 3: A person in possession 
or control of, or licensed or privi-
leged to be in, a dwelling or an occu-
pied building, who reasonably be-
lieves that another person is commit-
ting or attempting to commit a bur-
glary of such dwelling or building, 
may use deadly physical force upon 
such other person when he or she 
reasonably believes such to be nec-
essary to prevent or terminate the 
commission or attempted commis-
sion of such burglary. 
 Actual S 35.25: Justification; 
use of physical force to prevent or 
terminate larceny or criminal mis-
chief. 
A person may use physical force, but 
not deadly physical force, upon an-
other person when and to the extent 
that he or she reasonably believes 
such to be necessary to prevent or 
terminate what he or she reasonably 
believes to be the commission or at-
tempted commission by such other 
person of larceny or of criminal mis-
chief with respect to property other 
than premises. 

 Actual S 35.30.4: Justifica-
tion; use of physical force in making 
an arrest. 
A private person acting on his or her 
own account may use physical force, 
other than deadly physical force, 
upon another person when and to the 
extent that he or she reasonably be-
lieves such to be necessary to effect 
an arrest or to prevent the escape 
from custody of a person whom he or 
she reasonably believes to have com-
mitted an offense and who in fact has 
committed such offense; and may use 
deadly physical force for such pur-
pose when he or she reasonably be-
lieves such to be necessary to: (a) 
Defend himself, herself or a third 
person from what he or she reasona-
bly believes to be the use or imminent 
use of deadly physical force. 
 
Actual 120.14: Menacing in the sec-
ond degree. 
A person is guilty of menacing in the 
second degree when: 1. He or she 
intentionally places or attempts to 
place another person in reasonable 
fear of physical injury, serious physi-
cal injury or death by displaying a 
deadly weapon, dangerous instrument 
or what appears to be a pistol, re-
volver, rifle, shotgun, machine gun or 
other firearm. Menacing in the 2nd 
degree is a class A misdemeanor. 

 
With the results in on the November elections, the battleground to save 
our Second Amendment Rights is now in the courts. 
 
Court litigation is expensive and necessary and we need your help. 
Please donate today to help us fight Cuomo in the courts. 
 

You can donate using your credit card at: www.Scopeny2A.org 
 

Or you can mail a check to: SCOPE, PO Box 165, East Aurora, NY 14052 
 

Please Donate Today 
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 Outside the Box 
By Tom Reynolds 
 
 In the past, the phrase, 
“think outside the box” was encour-
aged as creative but it’s something 
that political entities hate.  For politi-
cal purposes, they want to define all 
issues narrowly and keep the entire 
discussion within a narrow “box”.  
Those that think outside the box are a 
danger to them and must be ignored.  
SCOPE members need to avoid being 
“boxed in”. 
 Quite often, sentences or 
phrases are used out of context to 
convey a different meaning than 
when used in context; the “box” is the 
sentence standing apart on its own.  
For instance, when a Massachusetts 
Senator interviewed a Reagan nomi-
nee, the Senator quoted an article 
written by the nominee in which he 
said Reagan was “Simple”.  Happily, 
other committee members forced the 
Senator to reluctantly (very reluc-
tantly) read the whole article which 
actually said something like, “Reagan 
is simple in the same way that Wash-
ington, Jefferson and Lincoln were 
simple; they converted complex is-
sues into simple solutions”.  The 
Senator wanted the “box” to be 
whether or not Reagan was “Simple” 
and definitely not whether Reagan 
could be categorized with Washing-
ton, Jefferson and Lincoln. 
 We see that same basic strat-
egy today. Why does Black Lives 
Matter call itself Black Lives Matter?   
 By naming themselves 
Black Lives Matter, they have nar-
rowed the “box” to race only.  They 
want the discussion to be totally 
about whether “all lives matter” or 
“police lives matter” or “unborn lives 
matter”(which they label as racist) to 
distract from any discussion of their 
real goals of power and control.  
Black Lives Matter’s founders and 
leaders have admitted that they are 
Marxists; Marxism is the nice liberal 
word for Communism.  These same 

people have also said that their goal is 
to destroy the current system, by vio-
lence if necessary; that’s anarchy. 
Americans would react differently to 
an open discussion around Commu-
nism and anarchy. Wouldn’t Anar-
chists or Communists be a more ac-
curate name for the movement than 
Black Lives Matter?  Instead of open 
discussion on their real goals, we are 
distracted into discussing what other 
lives matter. 
 The website of a branch of 
the Smithsonian Institution (paid for 
with your tax dollars) defines a “box” 
where white culture is linked to white 
privilege.  The latter is vilified by 
them so, by extension, both are vili-
fied.  It defined the traits of “white 
culture” as: rugged individualism; 
emphasis on the scientific method; 
hard work to achieve success; objec-
tivity; the nuclear family; work be-
fore play. Think about that for a mo-
ment; the deplored white privilege 
includes the scientific method, hard 
work to achieve success and objectiv-
ity!  
 Does the Smithsonian hope 
that scientists racing to find a cure / 
vaccine for the China Virus will stop 
practicing those white traits?   
 From a 2nd Amendment 
standpoint, those against us will cite 
statistics on gun deaths and create a 
“box” around a high number that is 
supposed to appall us.  What is out-
side the “box” and not to be men-
tioned is that suicides are the majority 
of those deaths.  The anti-gunners 
then quote statistics on the number of 
children killed by guns.  What is out-
side that “box” is that the definition 
of children goes to 18 and most 
deaths are gang related.   
 Mark Twain is supposed to 
have said that “facts are facts but 
statistics are more pliable”.   
 With murder rates soaring, 
we are starting to hear that the prob-
lem is, “Easy access to guns”.  
There’s the “box”!  Don’t mention 
the real problem, left wing governors 
and mayors who are destroying their 

own cities with neglect.  Don’t you 
dare mention the criminals released 
from prison by Cuomo before the 
China Virus hit.  Forget the criminals 
released because of the China Virus.  
Don’t publish the re-arrest records of 
these same criminals. Don’t mention 
the treatment and defunding of police 
and their lowered morale.  With mob 
violence going largely unpunished, 
don’t mention that criminals are em-
boldened to commit crimes since 
there is little fear of punishment. 
Nope, easy access to guns is the 
“box” and only it is to be discussed.   
 By the way, the “box” is 
only to be discussed, not debated.  
Debate means there is another side to 
the story and the left cannot allow 
that. 
 If we are to effectively de-
fend America as embodied in our 
Constitution, we must be ready to 
think “outside the box” that liberals 
want to create and force the discus-
sion into broader terms. When liber-
als speak, ask yourself, what is not 
being mentioned? 

now and see the big deal made of the 
eighteen complaints the officer had in 
the George Floyd case.  There is no 
mention of the validity of the com-
plaints. We don’t know if there is no/
some/all truth in the eighteen com-
plaints - and the news media doesn’t 
care. 
 The people of New York 
should be very angry with our repre-
sentatives for letting this happen. They 
have Sold You Out and several com-
munities are now going to be open for 
continuous litigation. 
 In closing I leave you, again, 
with the thought:  YOU WILL 
NEVER STOP “POLICE VIO-
LENCE” UNTIL YOU FIRST STOP 
VIOLENCE AGAINST POLICE. 

(Continued from page 6) 
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www.SCOPEny2A.org 
 

Members, you can access your ‘Member Profile’ on our 
website. Having access to your profile allows you to update 
your personal information anytime including your address, 
email address and a host of other information.  With a click 
of your mouse, you can receive your Firing Lines right to 
your email. You get news faster, and SCOPE puts more 
money towards fighting for your second amendment rights. 

By Tom Reynolds 
 
 It is interesting to know the 
legal definitions of Riot, Unlawful 
Assembly and Anarchy from the New 
York State Penal Code and contrast 
those definitions with the “peaceful 
protests” we are seeing. 
 S 240.05 Riot in the second 
degree. 
 A person is guilty of riot in 
the second degree when, simultane-
ously with four or more other per-
sons, he engages in tumultuous and 
violent conduct and thereby intention-
ally or recklessly causes or creates a 
grave risk of causing public alarm. 
Riot in the second degree is a class A 
misdemeanor.  
 S 240.06Riot in the first 
degree. 
 A person is guilty of riot in 
the first degree when he: 1. Simulta-
neously with ten or more other per-

sons, engages in tumultuous and vio-
lent conduct and thereby intentionally 
or recklessly causes or creates a grave 
risk of causing public alarm, and in 
the course of and as a result of such 
conduct, a person other than one of 
the participants suffers physical injury 
or substantial property damage oc-
curs. Riot in the first degree is a class 
E felony. 
 S 240.08Inciting to riot.  
 A person is guilty of inciting 
to riot when he urges ten or more 
persons to engage in tumultuous and 
violent conduct of a kind likely to 
create public alarm. Inciting to riot is 
a class A misdemeanor. 
 S 240.10Unlawful assem-
bly. 
 A person is guilty of unlaw-
ful assembly when he assembles with 
four or more other persons for the 
purpose of engaging or preparing to 
engage with them in tumultuous and 

violent conduct likely to cause public 
alarm, or when, being present at an 
assembly which either has or devel-
ops such purpose, he remains there 
with intent to advance that purpose. 
 Actual S 240.15  Criminal 
anarchy. 
 A person is guilty of crimi-
nal anarchy when (a) he advocates the 
overthrow of the existing form of 
government of this state by violence. 
 We have all seen video of 
what Andrew Cuomo and Bill      
DiBlasio call “peaceful protests”.  
Now that you know the above defini-
tions, do you believe Cuomo and 
DiBlasio or your lying eyes? 

Cuomo Or Your Lying Eyes 
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SCOPE Member Clubs 
 
 The following are clubs that 
are members of SCOPE. If you plan 
to join a club, please try to join one 
that is a SCOPE member. If your 
club would like to become a SCOPE 
club member please give SCOPE a 
call or drop us an E-mail. 
 
5 Point Rod & Gun Club 
ABATE of NY Ontario Chapter 
Adirondack Federation 
 of Sports Clubs  
Alabama Hunt Club 
Allied Sportsmen of WNY  
Almond Rod & Gun Club  
A-ON-DO-WA-NUH 
 Sportsman Club 
Assoc. of Former NYS Troopers,  
Baldwinsville Rod & Gun Club  
Barre Sportsmens Club 
Batavia Rod & Gun Club 
Bath Rod & Gun Club,  
Bison City Rod & Gun Club 
Black Rock Fish 
 & game Club of Cornwall  
Blasdell Rod & Gun Club  
Branchport Rod & Gun Club  
Bridgeport Rod & Gun Club 
Burlington Flats Fish & Game Club  
Busti Trap & Skeet Club 
Camden Rod & Gun Club 
Canajoharie Forest Fish & Game 
Club  
Canandaigua Lake Duck Hunters  
Canisteo Rod & Gun Club  
Cayuga County Sportsmen's Assoc.  
Chemung County Fed of Sportsmen  
Chemung County Rod & Gun Club 
Clarence Shooting Club,  
Community Conservation Club 
Conservation Club of Brockport 
Dalton Gang Sportsmen Club  
Deer Search of WNY 
Deerfield Fish & Game Club 
Delchenego Rod & Gun Club 
Depew Rod & Gun Club 
Dutchess County 
 Sportsman Association 
Elbridge Rod & Gun Club  
Essex County Fish & Game League  
Federated Sportsman's Club of 
Cattaraugus County 

Franklinville Conservation Club 
Genesee Co. Fish  
 & Game Protective Assoc, 
Genesee Valley Conservation Club 
Glen-Coe Conservation Society,  
Gorham Coon Hunters 
Gouverneur Rod & Gun Club  
Gowanda Rifle Club  
Grand Island Rod & Gun Club,  
Grape Country 
 Coon Hunters Association 
Greenway Verona Mills Fish & 
Game Club  
Hamburg Rod & Gun Club  
Harder O'Donnell Post 734 
 American Legion 
Hidden Valley Lodge 
Hoisingtons NY Ranging Co. 1776 
Holland Rod & Gun Club 
Holley Rod & Gun Club 
Hornell Sportsman Club 
Ilion Fish & Game Club 
Indian Lake/Blue Mtn. 
 Fish & Game Assoc 
Irondequoit Bay Fish & Game Club 
Junior Wilson Sportsmen Club  
Lackawanna Conservation  
Lima Gun Club  
Lime Lake Sportsman's Club 
Lodi Rod & Gun Club 
Long Lake Fish & Game Club 
Mendon Conservation League 
Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club 
Middlesex Conservation Club 
Millgrove Sportsmen's Club,  
Millport Hunting & Fishing Club  
Mount Hunger Club 
Neighbors Gun Club 
New Paltz Rod & Gun Club,  
Newark Rod & Gun Club 
North Star Sportsman's Club,  
Northern Chautauqua Rifle 
 & Pistol Club 
Northwoods Sportsmen Association 
NY Houndsmen Conservation 
Association 
Oakfield Rod & Gun Club 
Oatka Fish & Game Club,  
Olean Rod & Gun Club,  
Ontario Rod & Gun Club,  
Oxford Rod & Gun Club 
Painted Post Field & Stream Club 
Pearl River Gun Club,  
Point Rock Fish & Game Club 
Randolph Rod & Gun Club,  

Red Creek Conservation Club,  
Ripley Rod & Gun Club 
Rochester Brooks Gun Club 
Rochester Rifle Club 
Roslyn Rifle & Revolver Club 
Sara Spa Rod & Gun Club 
Saranac Lake Fish & Game Club 
Schroon Lake Fish & Game Club  
Scio Rod & Gun Club 
Seneca Co. Fed of Sportsmen's Clubs  
Shortsville Rod & Gun Club  
Sons of American Legion 
 Squadron 734 
South Bristol Fish & Game 
Association,  
Sportsmans Coon 
 Hunters Association 
Sportsmen's Club of Clifton Park 
Springville Field & Stream Club,  
Square Deal Sportsmen,  
Stamford Rod & Gun Club,  
Steuben Co. Federation of 
Conservation Clubs 
Syracuse Pistol Club 
Tonawandas Sportsmens Club  
Trumansburg Rifle & Pistol Club 
Tupper Lake Sportsmens Club 
Twin City Shooting Club  
Vernon Rod & Gun Club 
Waterloo Rifle & Pistol Club,  
West Falls Conservation Society  
Westfield Fish & Game Club,  
Whortlekill Rod & Gun Club,  
Williamson Conservation 
 & Sporting Club 
Wolcottsville Sportsman's Club 
Wood & Brook Sportsman's Club 
Wyoming County Conservation  
Wyoming County 
 Wildlife Federation 
Yates Carlton Lakeshore 
 Sportsman Club 
Yates County Federation of 
Conservation Clubs 

Contact SCOPE 
for more informa-
tion, application 

on page 11 to 
become one of our 

member clubs. 
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Advertising in FIRING LINES 
 

We will be happy to assist you in composing and 
placing an ad - just contact: 
sue.scopeny@gmail.com 

Empire State Weeklies 
 

For all your printing needs 
 

Job Printing * Newsletter and Newspaper Publishing * Bulk Mailing Services 
 

46 North Ave., Webster, NY 14580 
(585) 671-1533 
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SHOOTER’S COMMITTEE ON POLITICAL EDUCATION (SCOPE, INC) 
PO Box 165, East Aurora, NY 14052  

Business Associate Membership Application 
 

Date of Application___________________  Donation, Annual $50_________   Annual Sponsor $250__________ 

Business Name___________________________________________________________Phone____________________ 

Address____________________________________________________________City __________________________ 

State___________  Zip__________  Fax _______________________________________________________________ 

Mailing address if different__________________________________________________________________________ 

Contact Name & Title______________________________________________________________________________ 

Secondary Contact ________________________________________________________________________________ 

Website_________________________________________ Email___________________________________________ 

Type of business (gun shop, sporting goods, etc.)_________________________________________________________ 

 (Donations to SCOPE are not refundable or tax deductible) 

SCOPE Business 
Associate Members 
 
 The following are 
business members of 
SCOPE. If your business 
would like to become a 
SCOPE business member 
please fill out the 
application below. 
 
AR Pierrepont Co., Inc 
154 Berkeley St 
Rochester, NY, 14607-
3003 
585-473-3225 
 
Ashville General Store 
PO Box 199 
Ashville, NY, 14710 
716-763-3369 
 
B&B Repair Service Inc. 
14 Second Street 
Canisteo, NY, 14823 
607-698-2876 
 
B.D. Enterprises 
4514 Saeli Rd 
Savannah, NY, 13146 
315-754-6335 
 
 
 

Batavia Marine & Sporting 
Supplies 
411 West Main St 
Batavia, NY, 14020 
585-343-4131 
 
Bill Fox & Son 
Construction & 
Remodeling, LLC 
9346 South Street Rd 
LeRoy, NY, 14482 
585-356-4992 
 
Bonded Collection 
Services 
PO Box 305 
Fairport, NY, 14450 
585-223-7357 
 
BS Recreational Farm 
8384 State Park Rd 
Three Mile Bay, NY, 
13693 
315-649-3424 
 
Bullseye Shooters Supply 
453 S. Hamilton St 
Painted Post, NY, 14870 
607-962-1100 
 
Cast Away Charters & 
Guide Service 
12 Hummingbird Rd 
Coudersport, PA, 16915 
716-560-9216 

Dick Ferraioli/Guilderland 
Pump 
6230 Hawes Rd 
Altamont, NY, 12009 
518-861-8733 
 
Donahoo-Consulting, LLC 
PO Box 70 
Jefferson Valley, NY, 
10535 
914-455-4099 
 
Double L's Shooting Sports 
8 Main Street 
Arkport, NY, 14807 
607-295-7485 
 
Fire Mark Insurance 
Agency, Inc. 
PO Box 393 
Cobleskill, NY, 12043 
518-234-2121 
 
G. Chipman Insurance 
Agency, Inc. 
360 Grant Ave. Rd. 
Auburn, NY, 13021 
315-252-8541 
 
Gene Swanson Auto 
Repair 
4417 Chautauqua Blvd. 
Lakewood, NY, 14750 
716-763-0961 
 

Harold's Welding Shop 
1164 E. Swamp Rd 
Penn Yan, NY, 14527 
585-554-5178 
 
Harv's Harley Davidson, 
Inc. 
3120 Kittering Rd 
Macedon, NY, 14502 
585-377-0711 
 
Interlaken Guns & Ammo 
8268 Main Street 
Interlaken, NY, 14847 
607-532-9244 
 
Kilby's Mowing and Lawn 
Care 
8970 Batavia Stafford 
Townline Rd 
Batavia, NY, 14020 
585-297-9942 
 
L&R Sporting Events 
5943 Ellicott Rd 
Brocton, NY, 14716 
716-792-9972 
 
Legal Shield/ ID Shield 
PO Box 364 
Ransomville, NY, 14131 
716-863-6577 
 

(Continued on page 13) 
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New York Security 
Training Center, LLC 
215 South Main Street 
Newark, NY, 14513 
315-332-8121 
 
Oneida Electrical 
Contractors, Inc. 
5630 Horatio St 
Utica, NY, 13502 
315-733-1311 
 
Oyster Bay Insurance 
27 Pine Hollow Rd 
Oyster Bay, NY, 11771 
516-992-9131 
 
Precision Armament Div 
of PM Research Inc. 
4110 Niles Hill Rd 
Wellsville, NY, 14895 
585-593-4675 
 
Rick's Septic Services 
PO Box 2 
Canandaigua, NY, 14424 
585-797-8346 
 
S&B Products, Inc. 
PO Box 145 
Munnsville, NY, 13409 
315-363-3710 
 
Sardinia Mini Storage 
PO Box 158 
Sardinia, NY, 14134 
716-807-9963 
 
Seneca Gun Sports 
4705 Rt 14 
Rock Stream, NY, 14878 
607-243-7243 
 
SHEL Advertising 
Products 
670 Alt Blvd. 
Grand Island, NY, 14072 
716-773-6568 
 
Thunderbird Arms 
714 Broadway 
Darien Center, NY, 14040 
716-238-3279 
 
 

Tilton Sears, FFL 
11000 Salter Rd. 
North Rose, NY, 14516 
315-587-9716 
 
Wallkill River Small 
Arms, LLC 
2332 Route 300 
Wallkill, NY, 12589 
844-308-GUNS 
 
Walton's Service Center 
1634 Rt 54 
Penn Yan, NY, 14527 
315-536-6928 
 
Williamson Hardware 
4101 Main Street 
Williamson, NY, 14589 
315-589-4011 
 
WNY Synthetics/
AMSOIL 
3238 Lockport Rd 
Sanborn, NY, 14132 
716-207-3705 
 
York Penn Shows 
PO Box 9340 
Frewsburg, NY, 14738 
716-569-6281 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Become a 
business sponsor 

today. 
 

Help keep your 
Second 

Amendment 
Rights 

 
And help grow 
your business. 

 
Application is on 

page 12 

Advertising 
in 

FIRING 
LINES 

 
If you would 

like 
to advertise 

E-mail SCOPE 
We will be 

happy 
to assist you in 
composing and 
placing an ad 

 
Email: 

sue.scopeny 
@gmail.com 

 
Web site: 

SCOPEny2A 
.org 

Mail to: SCOPE Membership, PO Box 165 East Aurora NY 14052  



Common Sense 
versus Emotions 
By Richard Rossi 
Delaware County SCOPE 
 
 Once upon a time in Amer-
ica, common sense was, well, com-
mon. But not today.  A friend of mine 
said in joking: “Common Sense is 
like a super power, it is unique”.  As 
we see today’s events unfolding, I 
have to sadly and whole heartily 
agree.  Only a few select individuals 
seem to currently possess this trait 
that was common amongst our 
Founding Fathers. 
 We are in a period of very 
troubling times for America as well as 
for our rights and freedoms.  Illogical, 
emotional thinking and reactive ac-
tions have resulted in the complete 
lack of common sense to prevail in 
the face of the chaos that is upon our 
nation.  While claiming that riots are 
‘free speech’ and ‘peaceful protests’, 
we have seen Governors, Mayors and 
politicians siding with rioters and 
looters while allowing law-abiding 
citizens to be at the mercy of terrorist 
activities.  We have seen the calls to 
defund/abolish our police depart-
ments across the country.  Does any-
one really believe this will resolve the 
problem and appease the protestors?  
 We have also seen an all-out 
attack on our history and culture un-
der the false premise that removing 
symbols will erase our history and 
make today OK.  Our history is what 
made America great – good or bad – 
and it is a permanent part of who we 
are.  
 It seems as though many 
segments of society have been in-
jected with emotional venom that 
destroys anything that hints of logic.  
Everything from politics to the ‘food 
police’, with businesses and govern-
ment agencies in between, reacting 
emotionally to the baseless whining 
of extremists rather than proceeding 
rationally, in ways that make sense. 
 The anti-gun / anti-Second 
Amendment establishment are front 
and center when it comes to subver-
sives who loudly tell the biggest lies; 
so loud and so repetitive that low in-
formation viewers, listeners and read-
ers end up believing them. Persistent 
back-biting, spiteful language and 
intentional lies have become the way 
of the world and the more outrageous 
the allegation the wider it is dissemi-

nated. As the old saying goes: “A lie 
can travel halfway around the world 
while the truth is putting on its 
shoes.”   
 There are myriad reasons 
why the situation has developed to 
where it is now. Pick one – dumbing 
down of schools, breakdown of the 
family unit, the overreach of “Big 
Brother”, biased media with their 
political agenda, politicians pandering 
for votes and leaning whichever way 
the ‘wind is blowing’, the Anti-
Trump factor and, just recently, the 
COVID 19 pandemic, cancel culture 
and the BLM movement.  
 Law-abiding citizens need to 
be extremely aware of our actions and 
how we behave in public and on 
‘social media’ platforms. We must be 
careful of the image we project, lest 
we inadvertently defeat ourselves in 
the PR war that is raging against our 
Second Amendment Rights and Free-
doms.  But I am in no way suggesting 
that we relinquish our right of free 
speech and expression.  We must ag-
gressively defend all our rights as 
protected by our Founding Fathers 
and bestowed upon us by our Divine 
Creator.  When we show pride and 
respect for everyone’s rights under 
the Constitution, we not only demon-
strate the untruths of the anti’s lies, 
but we also inoculate ourselves 
against those same lies.  It’s our PR 
strategy to combat the assault on all 
of our rights. 
 This madness needs to stop 
immediately and the only way this 
will happen is if ‘We The People’ – 
the American law-abiding citizens of 
every political party or race - stand up 
and say enough is enough and save 
our country.  One way we can do this 
is by voting! 
 God Bless our great nation 
and may she continue to stand for 
Liberty, Freedom and Justice for all. 
We can make a difference, IF we 
stand together. United we stand and 
divided we fall. 
 

______________________ 
 

Checking 

Unelected Powers 
By Tom Reynolds 
  
 The U.S. Constitution was 
not intended to create an efficient 
form of government (dictatorships are 
more effective).  Our founders recog-

nized political ambition as a lust for 
power and set up a government with 
checks and balances that would pro-
tect citizens from their own govern-
ment and protect citizens from the 
tyranny of the majority.  They set up 
three coequal branches to offset and 
dilute the other branches’ power 
(Legislative, Executive and Judicial).  
Each branch has distinct powers that 
mostly do not overlap the other 
branches’ powers.  The jealousy and 
ambitions of people in one branch 
were intended to keep in check the 
ambitions of people in the other 
branches. 
 After 231 years: the distinc-
tions between the branches have be-
come blurred; the ability to check or 
limit another branch’s actions have 
been lessened and the Constitution is 
at risk.  There has also arisen a de 
facto fourth branch, the entrenched 
bureaucracy placed in independent 
agencies who have been labelled 
“The Swamp” and who write regula-
tions that govern so many aspects of 
our lives. 
 Why is this important to 2nd 
Amendment advocates and defenders 
of the Constitution?  The Judicial 
Branch is pushing itself into the role 
of the preeminent branch of govern-
ment.  Power hungry, politically cor-
rect politicians would like to do away 
with our present form of an elected, 
capitalistic, free enterprise republic, a 
form that has served us well for two 
centuries.  This would include nullify-
ing the Bill of Rights.  Previously, 
these politicians had to get elected to 
political office in order to try this and 
“we the people” had an opportunity to 
stop them on election day.  But these 
power seekers have discovered that 
political appointments as unelected 
judges can bypass “we the people” 
and create an easier road to their 
goals. 
 The Constitution states that 
federal judges are appointed on “good 
behavior”, for life, by the President, 
with the Senate’s approval and judges 
can only be removed through im-
peachment by the legislative branch.  
In practice, the legislature has been 
loath to impeach judges as that would 
be seen as trying to force judges to 
make political decisions, instead of 
unbiased decisions.  In theory, that 

(Continued on page 15) 

Firing Lines page 14 



Firing Lines page 15 

Reasons to vote 
By Tom Rood 
Yates County 
 
 November 4th is a do or die 
date for our US Constitution and its 
Bill of Rights.  Our right to bear arms, 
which is protected – not granted – by 
the Second Amendment is on the line. 
 If you have been following 
the media, you know that Candidate 
Joe Biden has just about adopted most 
of the far left’s political agenda.  In-
cluded in that agenda is a gun confis-
cation effort to be headed by wannabe
-Hispanic Robert Francis “Beto” 
O’Rourke. If the liberals take over our 
government in November, one of the 
first things they will do is come after 
your guns. That is a given. You can 
count on it. They have spelled this out 
over and over again.   
 The founders of our country 
knew that an armed citizenry was the 
deterrent to outsiders overthrowing 
our government. The Japanese Admi-
ral Yamamoto quoted this fact during 
WWII. I do not think our founding 
fathers ever thought the threat would 
come from within. But there it is. 
 Gun confiscation is not the 
only important issue that is to be de-
cided in this coming election. 
 We need to get our word out 
that it is not ok to defund our police 
departments. It is not ok to treat po-
lice officers as second-class citizens. 
It is not ok to give the rioters a slap on 
the hand and turn them loose to riot 
again. It is not ok to tear down our 
historical heritage. It is not ok to 
kneel during the pledge of allegiance 
to our country and its flag. It is not ok 
to call me racist because I was born 
white or because I stand for our Con-
stitution or because I am a Republican 
and an NRA member. 
 Respect for authority has 
disappeared and we the silent major-
ity must - we surely must - stand up 
for our ideals. Support those candi-
dates who stand with us. Vote for 
them in November. 
 We need to send a message 

that everyone will understand - one 
vote at a time. 
   
 The pandemic has achieved 
what six months ago was just a dream 
for those that oppose President 
Trump; the derailing of America’s 
economic whirlwind. Thousands of 
jobs in Rochester NY will probably 
never return. In smaller numbers we 
will see the same in every community 
in western NY. Some businesses saw 
the light and took the downturn in the 
economy as an opportunity to relocate 
and left NY for greener pastures. 
Some will never reopen. Some may 
take years to recover – if ever. It will 
take months, perhaps a few years, to 
bring back the economy.  
 Additional government sub-
sidies are not the answer to our eco-
nomic recovery.  Besides, we are get-
ting close to the tipping point when it 
comes to the national debt. We cannot 
afford another big handout subsidy. it. 
But if any politician refuses, it will 
become a campaign issue to be ex-
ploited. No one in Washington seems 
to get that all the money thrown 
around by the U.S. government is 
borrowed currency. When lenders 
refuse to buy our paper, the ball game 
is over for the gravy trainers. We have 
added over four trillion just this year 
to the national debt and the politicians 
in Washington want to add even more 
right now. 
 We are going to see a big 
push for mail-in ballots for November 
election. It is a spin off from the pan-
demic. That is one reason why mail in 
ballot proponents want the pandemic 
to keep rolling on. It is a golden op-
portunity for voter fraud. Every 
fraudulent vote negates your Constitu-
tional right as an American citizen.   
 We need your vote and the 
votes of those you know. Spread the 
word. Carry the torch of freedom; if 
we all do not, it goes out for good. 

makes sense.  In practice, it has severe 
unintended consequences. The pri-
mary one being that when judges are 
safe from impeachment, they suffer no 
consequences when they disregard the 
Constitution and their oath of office. 
 Making it worse is that deci-
sions in the U.S. Supreme Court, 
based on that Court’s nine lawyers’ 
reading of the Constitution, are 
viewed as the final word, with no abil-
ity by the other government branches 
or “we the people” to reverse the deci-
sion.  All other branches have real 
checks on all their powers, but not the 
judicial branch.  The impeachment 
option, even if used, only allows the 
legislature to remove the judge but it 
does not nullify the judge’s decision.  
A judge could be removed for legislat-
ing from the bench but his law would 
still stand.   
 The Judicial branch makes 
judgments on disputed issues but it 
cannot, per the Constitution, make 
laws.  But what if a judge distorts the 
Constitution or makes laws instead of 
decisions, knowing there is virtually 
no possibility of being impeached?  
These decisions in the lowest court 
can be appealed to two higher courts, 
the Supreme Court being the highest.  
But during the appeal process, even 
unconstitutional laws are still the law-
of-the-land and may be enforced 
unless a higher court issues a “stay”.   
 Because of the cost of ap-
peals, many cases are not appealed 
that should be.  In addition, the federal 
appellate courts hear only a few cases, 
so most decisions have a good chance 
of standing, only because they proba-
bly won’t be reviewed.  And if cases 
are reviewed by the appeals courts, 
there may be appeals level judges who 
approve of judicial law making - at 
least in the cases they agree with - and 
they let the “judicial law” stand.  Re-
member, appeals judges are unlikely 
to be impeached, either. 
 If the Court legislates from 
the bench about a non-constitutional 
issue, lawmakers and the president 
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SCOPE Business Associate Membership 
 
 Show your support for our 2nd Amendment rights with a Business Associate 
Membership.  Dues are $50 annually, or $250 for a Sponsor level membership.  
Members will receive a window sign to display, a listing on our website and contact 
information.  We will also supply them with membership applications and a supply 
of each issue of the Firing Lines for their store.   Sponsors will also receive a wall 
plaque for display in their store.  
 

Application on page 12 

may modify or reverse a judicial 
decision, if they have the votes to act 
together and pass new law.  How-
ever, this process, with its own 
checks and balances, is slow and 
often unsuccessful. 
 Judicial law-making is hap-
pening, is unconstitutional, and is 
endangering our Constitution.  Run-
away judges are a danger to all our 
rights and especially to our 2nd 
Amendment rights.  What could     
be done, short of massive impeach-
ments of judges? 
 The Constitution says rela-
tively little about the Judicial branch 
and leaves it to the legislature to pass 
laws laying out rules and procedures.  
Franklin Roosevelt once tried to in-

crease the number of Supreme Court 
judges which probably had the im-
pact of scaring its then judges and 
making the Supreme Court more 
approving of Roosevelt’s programs; 
they had previously shot down a 
number of his programs.   Recently, 
Democrats have threatened a similar 
move, which may help explain some 
“strange” rulings of late.  Both of 
these attempts were highly political 
moves and were intended to get legal 
approval for questionable political 
programs. 
 How about some new op-
tions that allows even the Supreme 
Court’s decisions, including both 
constitutional and statutory ones, to 
be reviewed? 
 The Constitution doesn’t set 

the lower courts’ scope or the U.S. 
Supreme Court’s jurisdiction; they 
are set by law, the Judiciary Act.  
Thus, Congress could modify the 
reach of the courts as to what cases 
they may hear and at what level they 
would be heard and – very impor-
tantly - could bar lower federal 
courts from issuing nationwide in-
junctions. 
 Or, the federal legislature 
could send to the states a constitu-
tional amendment that says some-
thing like, “If 40% of the state gov-
ernments (20 states) objected to a 
federal law or court opinion (except 
for military operations) that law or 
opinion would be suspended for a 
specified period.  During that period, 
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Please consider donating to the S.C.O.P.E., Inc. 
Legal Defense Fund 

 

We still have much to battle Albany over, and as you well know it takes money to do this! 
This battle with Albany and the NY (UN)S.A.F.E. Act will be going on for the foreseeable future. Perhaps the ac-
tion that N.Y.S.R.P.A. is undertaking against NYC will have a benefit for all of us, but we do not 

yet know. We must to be ready to fight, or assist others, in court. 
We need to fight the socialist politicians on all fronts! 

 

Send your donations to:  S.C.O.P.E., Inc., Attn: Legal Defense Fund 
PO Box 165, East Aurora, NY 14052 



Firing Lines page 17 



Firing Lines page 18 

The Subversion of 
our Constitutional 
Republic 
By Harold Moskowitz 
 
 Our Founding Fathers wrote 
a constitution designed to protect the 
rights of the People.  They created a 
central government which had limited 
power.  The Constitution was also 
designed to protect the government 
from the abuses of human nature.  
Government power was to be divided 
and held by three branches.  Checks 
and balances were included to prevent 
dominance by any of the three 
branches.  The entire system was to 
be based upon “virtue” for making 
government decisions.  This would 
ensure that those decisions would be 
in the best interests of the nation and 
its citizenry. 
 In the 20th century, the Pro-
gressive Movement began to agitate 
for a larger and more powerful role 
for government in people’s lives. Us-
ing the emergency of the Great De-
pression, socialist programs such as 
Social Security and the concept of a 
minimum wage became mainstream.  
In the 1960’s Medicare became an-
other step toward Socialism.  Presi-
dent Lyndon Johnson’s “Great Soci-
ety” anti-poverty programs changed 
the nation from one based upon indi-
vidual responsibility to that of an enti-
tlement society.  The family structure 
in the inner cities deteriorated as un-
wed females could now use the gov-
ernment as a “husband.”  Single mom 
homes kept people in poverty while 
making them dependent upon Democ-
rat controlled political machines. 
 Today, we see the results of 
100 plus years of the Progressive 
march toward becoming a socialist 
nation.  In order to gain votes, they 
pander to a public which has gotten 
used to receiving entitlements.  These 
same officials practice the politics of 
division and “victimhood.”  They 
have used their control of the educa-

tion system from kindergarten 
through college to attack our Foun-
ders, our history, our values, and cul-
ture.  Education has been replaced by 
indoctrination and propaganda.  The 
tax payer supported education system 
now produces generations of “good 
little socialists” who believe that capi-
talism and our nation are evil.  
“Political correctness” was created to 
prevent necessary criticism of what is 
being done to society.  Our nation and 
society are being hollowed out from 
within. 
 Our government has strayed 
from the Constitution.  Separation of 
powers is increasingly ignored.  Con-
gress often gives its power to the 
President.  Executive orders are often 
used where Congressional law would 
be required.  Obama famously 
bragged about having “a pen and a 
phone.”  Activist judges motivated by 
politics “legislate from the bench” by 
using their decisions which have the 
force of law. 
 Left-wing Democrat Pro-
gressives continue to infringe the Sec-
ond Amendment by taking advantage 
of the emotional reactions to mass 
shootings.  Now, even some Republi-
cans are pressured into support of anti
-gun laws such as “Red Flag” laws.  
Democrats are so confident, they no 
longer speak of “common sense” gun 
control measures.  They now speak of 
needing “stronger background 
checks.”  A national gun registry 
would be required for that purpose.  
The registry would make gun confis-
cation an easy task.  Joe Biden has 
publicly stated that he would confis-
cate AR platform firearms.  The Sec-
ond Amendment is the only real ob-
stacle to the loss of individual free-
dom.  Do you expect the Supreme 
Court under Chief Justice John Rob-
erts to protect your right to keep and 
bear arms from unconstitutional in-
fringements? 
 Democrats control cities and 
states that are termed “sanctuaries”.  
In these, Illegal aliens are given a 
driver’s license.  These licenses can 
be used as voter identification.  These 

political goals are not for humane 
reasons but to turn “Red” states into 
“Blue” states. If these underhanded 
tactics turn Florida and Texas intro 
becoming “Blue,” it will no longer be 
possible for anything but a Democrat 
to win in the Electoral College vote, 
which is their goal. 
 The Democratic platform 
seems to guarantee that the nation 
will be transformed into a socialist 
welfare state. We know from history 
that socialism creates a spiral into 
poverty, deprivation, violent chaos, 
and totalitarian rule?Do you want 
your children/grandchildren living in 
that environment? 
 Without civilian firearms, 
the military could quickly put down 
any resistance. The sophisticated 
electronic surveillance technology 
supplied to the government by 
“Silicon Valley” would make that 
task relatively easy. 
 After any socialist takeover, 
which always leads to Communism: 
businesses and industries are national-
ized; individual economic opportunity 
is severely limited; wealth is taxed 
and property is confiscated without 
compensation; and everyone becomes 
equally poor. Only the ruling elite, 
their families and close associates 
have a high standard of living. Is that 
the future you would like to see for 
the nation? The U.S. currently allows 
more personal freedom and economic 
opportunity than any nation on the 
planet! 
 If you are a gun owner who 
feels secure because of the ability to 
defend yourself, your family, and 
your home from violent anarchist 
mobs, think long and hard before vot-
ing. Based on their public statements, 
it’s reasonable to assume that Democ-
rat Party candidates actually do intend 
to disarm the “People”. If someone 
states publicly that they intend to do 
something to you, believe them.  Such 
measures would come at you from all 
levels of government. 
 Be sure to VOTE. Don’t 
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if a majority of the states (26 states) 
objected, the law or court decision 
would be voided.”  This option would 
be so difficult to exercise that it 
would not be widely used and yet 
return us to the original intent of the 
Constitution, that none of the three 
branches are above review.  It would 
also take the review decision out of 
Washington DC and give it back to 
the states. 
 These suggestions are not 
the only possible options but they 
show that there are alternatives. 
 Besides “legislating from the 
bench”, there is the ever-increasing 
problem of unelected, local, lower 
court judges taking nationwide ac-

tions (injunctions) to nullify Presiden-
tial decisions.  We elected a Presi-
dent, not some federal judge, to make 
Executive decisions on foreign af-
fairs, immigration, the budget, etc.  It 
is a long process to appeal and over-
turn these nationwide injunctions and 
they sometimes impact emergency 
actions.  Congress could legislate that 
nationwide actions have to be ap-
proved by an entire appeals court 
(Circuit Court) to be effective and 
these decisions are automatically ap-
pealable to the Supreme Court on an 
expedited basis. Or, Congress could 
strip lower level federal courts of the 
power to issue injunctions outside 
their districts. 
 Which leaves us with the 
problem of the unofficial fourth 
branch of government; the “Swamp”, 
also known as the bureaucracy. Un-
elected bureaucrats write rules, en-
force rules and interpret those rules.  
“We the people” never have a chance 
to directly vote on and impose our 
will on the “Swamp”. In effect, the 
“Swamp” is the Legislative, Execu-
tive and Judicial branches rolled into 
one.  Because of its size and the enor-
mous number of rules it produces, the 
“Swamp” has few effective checks 
and balances.  (Who can keep up with 
the enormous number of rules pro-
duced or the subsequent interpreta-
tions of those rules.  In addition, chal-
lenging rules is costly and time con-
suming.)  The Executive branch is 
filled with bureaucracies which issue 
rules that have the force of law but 
those rules were never directly ap-
proved by the Legislative branch.  
Instead, the Legislative branch had 
delegated their legislative power to 
the bureaucracy.  In addition, the 
President must sign all laws proposed 
by the legislature or the President has 
the veto power over proposed laws.  
But the bureaucracy’s rules take ef-
fect without the legislature or the 
president directly approving.  These 
actions are questionable under the 
Constitution but have become ac-
cepted through use. 
 Congress has the power, 

subject to the President’s signature, to 
correct this through new laws.  All 
existing bureaucratic rules should 
have to be specifically read and ap-
proved by Congress and signed by the 
President within one year after a law 
to that effect is passed.  All new bu-
reaucratic rules must be read and ap-
proved by Congress and signed by the 
President before taking effect.  Courts 
that hear cases involving interpreta-
tions of those rules should be a part of 
the judicial branch and not a part of 
the bureaucracy that made the law. 
 It is said that, “the “Road to 
hell is paved with good intentions”.  
The road to the destruction of our 
Constitution and our society is paved 
with the not so good intentions of 
overtly political judges and bureau-
crats.  We need to fill that road with 
nails by electing legislators and a 
President that will do more than talk 
about this problem, but will appoint 
Constitutional Originalists and Textu-
alists (who read the Constitution and 
statute law literally and strictly) to 
federal courts.  And if “we the voters” 
will give these Originalists” control 
of the legislature and the Presidency, 
they must take action similar to those 
suggested above to right these 
wrongs.  
  

(Continued from page 16) 

Firing Lines page 19 

vote to automatically return the same 
people to office. Both Democrats and 
Republicans have repeatedly failed us. 
Vote for candidates who will stand up 
for the best interests of the “People”. 
This is true for both state and national 
candidates. We need candidates who 
will stand up to the “political elites.” 
A lack of Republicans and Democrats 
such as this led to passage of Cuomo’s 
“SAFE” Act. 
 Elected officials who have 
been in office for decades try to say 
the things we want to hear. Perform-
ance history has shown that many will 
do nothing to make necessary changes 
once returned to office. Their goal is 
only to “keep feeding at the public 
trough.” Establishment Republicans 
used the Tea Party Movement to get 
elected in 2010. With eventual majori-
ties in both the House and Senate, they 
did nothing meaningful on immigra-
tion, health care, or little else. 
 Do some research and join 
your local party committee where you 
can make a difference.  Donate what 
you can to help candidates who love 
our nation and its freedoms to get 
“across the finish line.” Your political 
voice needs to be heard now more 
than ever. Vote on November 3rd. 
. 
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Voter Registration 
 

Voter registration applications 
must be postmarked no later 
than October 9, 2020 and received 
by a board of elections no later 
than October 14, 2020 to be eligi-
ble to vote in the General Election. 
 
In person registration by October 
9th. 
 

Election Day is 
November 3rd 

 

To vote in next year's primaries, a 
person must be registered in that 
party before this November's elec-
tion. 
 

Use your rights 
or lose your rights... 
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YOU INSURE YOUR CAR, YOUR HOME, EVEN 

YOUR HEALTH - WELL HOW ABOUT 

INSURING YOUR 2ND AMENDMENT RIGHTS? 
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