
By George Phillips 
 
 The Constitution of the United 
States includes those critical words that we 
hold so dear in our hearts, “being necessary 
to the security of a free State, the right of the 
people to keep and bear Arms, shall not be 
infringed.”For years these rights have been 
trampled upon, especially here in New York 
State, for law abiding citizens through the so-
called SAFE Act and companion anti-gun 
rights measures. 
 Also critical to a free State are free 
and fair elections, which are now also under 
fire.  Stolen elections are a path to nullifying 
the 2nd Amendment. 
 Americans across the nation saw 
continued news stories this past election 
causing us to question the fairness and integ-
rity of our election system.   
 63 million people voted absentee in 
2020 Presidential Election --- almost half the 
overall number of people who voted in the 
entire 2016 Presidential Election. Millions of 
these absentee voters cast their ballots before 
President Trump debated Joe Biden, in Sep-
tember.  
 Courts and Governors, acting under 
broad “emergency” COVID powers, made 
absentee ballot rules and revisions to election 
laws without the input of the elected legisla-
tive representatives of the people. 
 “Drop boxes” that were set up in 
key battleground states for absentee ballots 
were left without security and oversight to 
prevent fraud. 
 As Americans continue to question 
the authenticity and fairness of the last elec-
tion, New York State politicians have placed 

before voters the following referendums on 
November 2nd : 
 First, to make permanent absentee 
ballot voting for any voter for any reason in 
every election. Millions of New Yorkers 
voting absentee on a regular basis would 
surely increase opportunities for fraud – es-
pecially when local boards of election are ill-
equipped to verify signatures of absentee 
voters.  
 Second, to allow same day voter 
registration up until election day – negating 
laws which require voters to register 30 days 
before an election. Illegal immigrants and 
non-New York residents could easily register 
to vote and then vote before local boards of 
elections had time to check for fraud. If you 
are not a citizen, you should not be able to 
vote in our state.  
 Third, to amend the Independent 
Redistricting Commission laws by allowing 
the liberal Democrat majority legislature to 
reject non-partisan district maps with a 60% 
vote and draw their own partisan maps for 
political gain. Under current law, the Democ-
rats need a two-thirds supermajority to reject 
two separate independently drawn maps.  
 The Independent Redistricting 
Commission was approved by voters in 
2014.  Democrats didn’t even fund it in their 
original budget last year, until they faced 
lawsuits.  Now they are trying to pull one 
over on voters to scrap the commission they 
sought to create. 
 Nancy Pelosi’s liberal allies want to 
man handle New York’s redistricting process 
and draw crooked Congressional district 
lines that help keep them in power.  

(Continued on page 8) 
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friends because in a 

country without 
guns, I'm what's 
known as "prey." 
All females are.” 

Ann Coulter  
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A well regulated Militia, being necessary to the security of a free State, 
the right of the people to keep and bear Arms, shall not be infringed. 
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To contact SCOPE: 
E-mail:  
sue.scopeny@gmail.com 
  
SCOPE Board Members 
SCOPE Chapter Chairs are 
also Board Members 
  
President 
At Large Director 
Tom Reynolds 
tkjl9@yahoo.com 
607.215.0612 
 
1st Vice President 
Steven Getman 
sjgetman@gmail.com 
607.288.3220 
 
2nd Vice President 
Leigh Williams 
leighwilliams585@gmail.com 
585.905.8995 
 
 

Treasurer 
Robert McNally 
rene-
gadescope0621@gmail.com 
716.790.9948 
 
Chairman of the Board 
John Prendergast 
jpr3nder66@outlook.com 
315.694.0481 
 
Secretary 
Curtis Cappellano 
curtisc@nycap.rr.com 
518.330.7732 
 
At Large Director 
David Colburn 
colburnny@gmail.com 
585.645.9471 
 
At Large Director 
Nick Massal 
hunted@roadrunner.com 
585.593.0131 
 
SCOPE CHAPTER 
INFORMATION   
 
 go to www.SCOPEny2a.org/
chapters 
for your local meeting infor-
mation 
 
Allegany Chapter 
Chairman Jim Krywalski 
jkrywalski@gmail.com 
716.913.8176 
Meetings 3rd Tuesday 7:00pm 
Angelica American Legion 
 
Capital District Chapter:  
Albany/Columbia/Greene/
Schenectady/ 
Rensselaer/Saratoga 
Chairman Curtis Cappellano 
curtisc@nycap.rr.com 
518.330.7732 
Meetings 2nd Tuesday 7:00pm 
Nassau Sportsmen’s Club 
 
Cattaraugus Chapter 
Chairman Mike Wesley 
mswesley@localnet.com 
Meetings 2nd Thursday 
7:00pm 
American Legion Post 531, 
Little Valley 
 
Cayuga Chapter 
Jim Dishaw 
dishawjp@gmail.com 
315.255.3315 
 
Central NY Chapter:  
Contact don6027@gmail.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Chautauqua Chapter 
Chairman Will Conta 
716.857.0382 
will.conta@charter.net 
Meetings 3rd Tuesday 7:00pm 
VFW Post 8647 Mayville 
 
Chemung Chapter 
Contact don6027@gmail.com 
 
Erie Chapter 
Chairman Nick Brzezniak 
beefree60@yahoo.com 
716.583.5394 
www.SCOPEny2A.org for 
meeting updates   
 
Genesee Chapter 
Chairman Jim Tuttle 
jtuttle10@rochester.rr.com 
716-474-4454 
Meetings 2nd Tuesday 
7:00pm 
Sportsman Coon Club 
8770 Hopkins Rd., Batavia 
  
Jefferson-Lewis Chapter 
Chairman C. Bruce Kingsley 
cbkingsley@tds.net 
315.649.3424 
Meetings 3rd Monday6:30pm 
Barton & Loguidice Bldg., 
Watertown 
 
Monroe Chapter 
Chairman Gene Nolan 
genenolan41@gmail.com 
585.520.3821 
Meetings 4th Tuesday 7:00pm 
Elks Lodge 24, Henrietta 
 
Niagara Chapter 
Contact don6027@gmail.com 
 
Oneida-Herkimer Chapter 
Chairman Bohdan Rabarsky 
bohdan1@roadrunner.com 
315.733.2720 
Meetings 2nd Monday 7:00pm 
Fraternal Order of Eagles 
Club, Deerfield 

Ontario Chapter 
Chairman Tim Maher 
tim@embroideryloft.com 
585.281.3336 
Meetings 3rd Monday 7:00pm 
Canandaigua Sportsmen’s 
Club, Canandaigua 
 
Orleans Chapter 
Chairman David Thom 
orlctychair@gmail.com 
585.589.6918 
Meetings 2ndThursday 7:00pm 
Albion Free Methodist 
Church, Albion 
  
Schoharie Chapter 
Chairman Joe Kopacz 
jkopacz04@gmail.com 
518.813.7024 
Meetings 3rd Thursday 
7:00pm Alternate venue every 
3 months Jan/Feb/March/Jul/
Aug/Sep: 
Carlisle Town Hall, Carlisle 
Apr/May/Jun/Oct Nov: 
Middleburgh R&G 
Club,Middleburgh 
 
Schuyler Chapter 
Chairman Steven Getman 
sjgetman@gmail.com 
607.288.3220 
Meetings 2nd Thursday 
7:00pm Jan/Mar/May/Oct 
Moose Lodge. Montour Falls 
 
Seneca Chapter 
Chairman John Christensen 
jcruger357@yahoo.com 
315.651.8753 
Meetings 3rdWednesday 
7:00pm N. Seneca Sportsmens 
Club, Phelps 
 
Southern Tier Chapter 
Contact don6027@gmail.com 
 

(Continued on page 3) 
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Editor - Ralph Esposito 
 

To contact SCOPE 
and FIRING LINES 

Write to: 
SCOPE  

PO Box 165 
East Aurora, NY 14052-0165 

 

  All written material is 
copyrighted by the author and 
or SCOPE, Inc. Permission is 
granted to use all or part of the 
published articles in the Firing 
Lines as long as credit is given 
to the author and SCOPE, Inc. 
 

  F i r i n g  L i n e s  a l l o w s 
S.C.O.P.E. to keep members 
informed on issues in regards to 
defense of the 2nd Amendment, 
in  part icu lar ,  and the 
Constitution in general.  It is 
also an opportunity for 
members to voice their 
opinions and concerns on those 
subjects; as such, it contains a 
variety of personal opinions.  It 
should not be taken as 
representing the official 
position of S.C.O.P.E. or its 
officers and members unless so 
stated.  Readers should 
remember that it is not meant to 
constitute legal advice 
 

 

RC PRODUCTIONS 

Newsletter Deadline for the 
Firing Lines 

 
 Firing Lines is printed every two months.  
The deadlines are January 15, March 15, May 15, 
July 15, September 15 and November 15. 
 We do take articles from you, our members. 
They are subject to editing for spelling and gram-
mar. We also reserve the right not to print the arti-
cle. 
 Articles should be emailed as a file. Text or 
basic Word document formats are preferred. Please 
pictures in JPG format. NO PDF files. Thank You 
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We Need Your Help 
to 

Defeat the 
politicians 

trying to steal 
YOUR 
Second 

Amendment Rights! 
 

Please consider do-
nating to the 

S.C.O.P.E., Inc. 
Legal Defense Fund 
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Steuben Chapter 
Chairman Doug Mitchell 
dmitch7664@stny.rr.com 
607.359.2928 
Meetings 1st & 3rd Mondays 
7:00pm 
Bath Rod & Gun Club, Bath 
  
Suffolk Chapter 
Chairman Sherman Kearns 
suffolkcountyscope@gmail.com 
631.806.1171 
  
Ulster Chapter 
Chairman Edward Altenau 
ealtenau@hvc.rr.com 
845.382.1143 
  
Wayne Chapter 
Chairman Don Smith 
don6027@gmail.com 
315.398.0195 
Meetings 2nd Wednesday 7:00pm 
Marion American Legion,Marion 
 
Wyoming Chapter 
Chairman Ken Walradt 
kjwrattman68@yahoo.com 
585.297.8203 
Meetings 2nd Thursday 7:00pm 
5 Point Rod & Gun Club, Wyo-
ming 
Mail: PO Box 133 Warsaw, NY 
14569 
  
Yates Chapter 
Chairman John Prendergast 
jpr3nder66@outlook.com 
315.694.0481 
 

(Continued from page 2) 

Please SHARE 
A reminder from Ed Borkowski from Steuben County: 

 

 After you have thoroughly read your copy of the Firing Lines, 
 Remove or cross out your name and address and drop it off at any of 
the waiting rooms you may visit; doctor, dentist, barber shop, mechanic etc. 
 It’s a great way to widen our exposure and educate others on the 2nd 
Amendment and how current legislation will affect our future rights. 
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United Nations Small Arms Treaty 
By Tom Reynolds 
 
 110 states have ratified the United Nations Arms 
Trade Treaty (ATT) and another 32 have signed it but not 
ratified it. The treaty’s defenders say that it only contains 
proposals.  Why would anyone want to sign a treaty if they 
did not intend to adopt its proposals? 
 Amnesty International (AI) reported on August 
23, 2019, that: “Even though the Arms Trade Treaty has 
been in place for five years, global arms trading is still on 
the rise.”  (Another UN success story!)   
 Amnesty International also writes that the ATT 
sets out prohibitions, “to stop the international transfer 
between states of weapons…when it is known they would 
be used to commit or facilitate genocide, crimes against 
humanity, or war crimes.”   Countries ratifying ATT in-
clude China [which is committing genocide on the Uy-
ghurs], most of Africa [where Christians are being killed 
and young girls kidnapped into sexual slavery] and Mexico 
[where the drug cartels flourish through violence].  Sounds 
like the wolves are guarding the hen house. 
 In 2020, the UN ended its arms embargo on Iran 
(a terrorist sponsoring nation), allowing them to do legally 
what they have been doing illegally for years.  But that 
same UN wants to put restrictions on NON-terrorists ob-
taining weapons.  (Sound familiar to US gun laws that ap-
ply only to law abiding citizens?) 
 President Obama signed the ATT but never sub-
mitted it to the Senate since he knew it would be rejected.  
The Constitution requires a 2/3rds vote [67 of 100] for ap-
proval of a treaty.   
 President Trump withdrew Obama’s signature.  
But since it has never been officially rejected, (in 2013, the 
Senate voted 53-46 in favor of a nonbinding amendment to 
prevent the U.S. from entering into the pact), President 
Biden is strongly considering signing it, again.  It would 
still risk defeat to attempt ratification by the United States 
Senate even though Majority Leader Chuck Schumer has 
been rabidly anti 2A.  The ATT would need 17 Republi-
cans and all Democrats to support it, in order to pass. 
 Defenders of the UN treaty say its preamble 
“ reaffirms the sovereign right of any State to regulate and 
control conventional arms exclusively within its terri-
tory…”, that’s nice of the UN to give us the right to control 
our own commerce! The US Constitution says that only 
Congress can “regulate Commerce with foreign nations, 
and among the several States…”  Of course, we have seen 
that clause become all but obsolete as the Center for Dis-
ease Control (CDC) has replaced Congress and the CDC 
now seems to have control over both interstate and intra-
state commerce.    And if the World Health Organization 
declared gun violence a pandemic, the UN would just have 
to try to step in and override the United States’ Constitu-

tion to save us from ourselves, much like the CDC is doing 
with another pandemic.  (“Good luck to the UN with that” 
say 100 million American gun owners.) 
 On August 30, 2019, the Heritage Foundation 
wrote, “The treaty’s supporters don’t just dislike interna-
tional arms sales. They also dislike the civilian possession 
of firearms. Amnesty International openly regrets that 
there are over 1 billion firearms in the world, the ‘vast 
majority of which are in civilian hands’”.(Amnesty Inter-
national doesn’t mention that the primary source of AI’s 
regret is that a quarter billion of those firearms are esti-
mated to be in American hands.) 
 The Heritage Foundation continued:“Contrary to 
the belief of the treaty’s friends, wars are not caused by the 
international arms trade...the demand for treaties like the 
Arms Trade Treaty is deeply rooted in the progressive be-
lief that the West in general, and the U.S. in particular, is 
the source of the world’s evils.  That is also untrue. But 
admitting that would strike a serious blow at progressiv-
ism.”  
 The ATT - if it were somehow approved by the 
Senate - would be in conflict with the “Supremacy 
Clause” (Article VI of the Constitution) which says that the 
Constitution is the supreme law of the land. Congress can 
only act within the limits of the Constitution and, therefore, 
the terms of any treaty approved by the Senate must stay 
within the limits of the Constitution.  Thomas Jefferson 
was clear on this point: "Surely the President and the Sen-
ate cannot do by treaty what the whole government is in-
terdicted from doing in any way." Alexander Hamilton 
agreed in the Federalist Papers: "A treaty cannot be made 
which alters the Constitution...” 
 The 2nd Amendment is a part of the Constitution 
and, per Article V, it can only be changed by another 
Amendment (and not by a treaty that does not go through 
the Amendment process).  Of course, if the Supreme Court 
were populated by Elena Kagan think-alikes, and if it 
meets their purposes, they would not be too concerned 
about mangling Article VI and saying that a treaty super-
sedes the Constitution.    
 The UN Office of Disarmament Affairs says in 
defense of the treaty, “Those suffering most are civilian 
populations trapped in situations of armed violence in set-
tings of both crime and conflict, often in conditions of pov-
erty, deprivation and extreme inequality, where they are all 
too frequently on the receiving end of the misuse of arms 
by State armed and security forces, non-State armed 
groups and organized criminal groups.”  This sounds a lot 
like the Left’s rationale for gun control in America: disarm 
the citizens who are victims of gun violence while leaving 
the criminals untouched. And note further that it singles 
out “State armed and security forces” as oppressors.  If all 
guns are outlawed, only the government and outlaws will 

(Continued on page 5) 
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have guns. 
 Since gun registration is an important part of the 
treaty, the UN is already taking their next step; it’s devel-
oping new "International Small Arms Control Stan-
dards" (ISACS). Per the UN, ISACS is: “Voluntary inter-
national standards that provide practical guidance on put-
ting in place effective controls over the full life -cycle of 
small arms and light weapons so as to reduce the risk of 
their falling into the hands of those who would misuse 
them.”(Underlining added for emphasis.) Introductory lan-
guage to ISACS would give bureaucrats the final decision 
on whether or not you are competent enough to exercise 
your rights under the Constitution.  Some ISACS propos-
als: 
 
National "screening" for those seeking to own guns; 
Restrictive licensing for gun and ammo sales; 
Restrictions on the number of guns and amount of ammo 
any "properly-licensed" individual may legally own (I’ll 
bet one would be a popular number); 
Bans on magazines holding more than ten rounds;  
Bans on owning a firearm for self-defense -- unless a citi-

zen can somehow demonstrate need and get federal gov-
ernment approval.  (We call that “may issue” instead of 
“shall issue”. 
 
 The treaty’s defenders say these are only propos-
als.  Why would we want to sign a treaty if we do not in-
tend to adopt its proposals?  Especially a treaty that con-
tains such un-American proposals which defy our Consti-
tution? 
 Just imagine foreign dictators and governments - 
or gun grabbing President Biden and Vice President Ka-
mala Harris - having unrestricted access to a list of every 
American gun owner!  Since the Biden Administration 
furnished lists of Americans and American supporters to 
the Taliban, is it difficult to imagine them providing lists 
of American gun owners to other countries? 
The gun grabbers are going to do whatever it takes to make 
gun control a reality, even if it means giving control over 
Americans to a foreign country. They're clearly in this for 
the long haul. We must be prepared to fight this until the 
end. 

(Continued from page 4) 



New Definitions 
By Richard Rossi 
 
 I would like to write some thoughts about two 
terms that 2nd Amendment defenders are aware of.  
 First, let's look at the term “Gun Control''. As a 
Law-abiding citizen and responsible gun owner, gun con-
trol means: 
 
• Be sure your weapon is always handled responsibly.   
• Remember that you are responsible for every single 

shot you discharge in whatever scenario.   
• Control includes knowing where each and every bullet 

will be going and exactly what is beyond the initial 
target.  

• In a self-defense situation, the weapon is the tool of 
last resort, only to be used when there is an imminent 
threat to yourself or someone else.  

 
 You may have a RIGHT (for now) to purchase a 
firearm, however, you have a moral responsibility to get 
training in its proper use and to practice to be the best you 
can be.   
 Unfortunately, the term "Gun Control” takes on a 
completely different meaning when used by the Anti-Gun 
groups, politicians, as well as the media and social net-
works. Gun Control is their "Final Solution" to the crime 
problem.  But, if crime control was the real objective, they 
would be addressing crime control and not gun control. 
 We had no federal "gun control' laws until 1934. 
Today, we're drowning in gun control laws that were en-
acted at the federal, state, and local level.  What has this 
accomplished? Are our streets any safer? Do criminal fol-
low gun laws, regulations and restrictions? Under Gun 
Control, criminals legally can't buy or touch guns and am-
munition. Therefore, Gun Control laws only impact legal 
gun owners. 
 The irony is that we now are facing a cry to 
'defund the police' by Democratic politicians and various 
other groups.  The police are the only true hope of control 
over criminal activity.  And we have seen the negative re-
sults of the 'bail reform' policies, which have resulted in 

more crime – not less.  
 Gun Control as crime control is not working – but 
that was never the goal.  Gun Control is a method of in-
creasing government control over people. The Left knows 
that an armed populous can’t be blindly controlled by the 
government. 
 My second term is ‘Situational Awareness'.  Gun 
owners think of it as: being aware of your surroundings and 
being alert; avoiding locations and situations that can lead 
you into harm; avoiding confrontation. 
 Situational Awareness should also include gun 
owners standing together and aware that, as a unified 
group, we are strong and can fight to maintain our Second 
Amendment Rights. 
 The National Shooting Sports Foundation reported 
that last year produced a record number of first-time gun 
owners; estimated at around 8.4 million. It also estimated 
that 23 million firearms were sold in 2020. Moreover, 
women and minorities make-up an ever-increasing portion 
of these purchases.  
 We must use our First Amendment rights (while 
this is still available to us) to stand up for our all our Con-
stitutional Rights and Freedoms. If each and every gun 
owner, regardless of their political party affiliation, would 
commit to making their voices heard in the political arena, 
they could drown out the slander, misinformation and out-
right lies of those working to destroy our Second Amend-
ment rights.  
 We must support candidates for public office who 
support the Second Amendment and understand the mean-
ing of "Shall Not Be Infringed".  
 You may not be in total agreement with a politi-
cal candidate's stance on every issue but you should pick 
the issues that are worth fighting for and vote for the candi-
date that best ensures that our Constitution and Bill of 
Rights will continue to mean something in America.  
 Party labels are just labels.  Substance on issues is 
more important than voting the party line in an election. Be 
an informed voter - our country must come first over any 
political party mindset.  
 United, we can make a true difference. Restore 
our county to greatness. Keep the American dream alive. 
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Book Review 
By Robert B. Young, MD  
 
 Dr Robert Young reviewed Dennis Chapman’s 
book on the AR 15 Controversy on the website Doctors 
For Responsible Gun Ownership (https://DRGO.US).  His 
review gives us insight into facts about the AR15 and is 
reprinted here.  Young writes: 
 “Dennis Chapman, an attorney by trade and re-

tired Army infantry colonel who served in Somalia and 
Iraq, became frustrated by the assumptions activists make 
about this nearly ideal civilian rifle. He began examining 
those assumptions, collecting his observations and his find-
ings.“The AR-15 Controversy: Semiautomatic Rifles and 
the Second Amendment is the result.” 
 “Since the main confusion is with the military’s 
M16 series rifles, Chapman’s professional experience gives 

(Continued on page 7) 
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him credibility that politically motivated gun phobes can 
never have. I’ve not referenced any of the below informa-
tion or studies, because you’ll find those details in Chap-
man’s hundreds of footnotes, page by page.” 
 “AR-15s are, simply, the current peak of the art 
and craft of the semi-automatic long rifle. This is a timely 
moment in history to get in our hands the full story of the 
AR, and how its value fits ours.” 
 “As we know, semi-automatic firearms loaded 
with multiple rounds have been in existence since the 
1600’s. Rifled barrels have been around since before the 
American Revolution. Stocks (‘hand guards’, ‘barrel 
shrouds’) have always been used to provide a secure grip 
that keeps hands off hot barrels. ‘Pistol grips’, obviously, 
have existed as long as handguns have been made and their 
application to rifles, like adjustable stocks, make them 
easier to manage for all sizes and shapes of shooters. In 
other words, all but one of the hated features of the 
‘Armalite’ style rifles are entirely innocent and represent 
the logical progression of good firearm design.” 
 “The single feature that discriminates between 
Chapman’s ‘professional’ military assault rifle and his 
modern civilian one is automatic firing (pressing the trig-
ger once and holding it to fire multiple shots). Currently 
marketed civilian firearms don’t do this.” 
 ‘Bayonet mounts have detractors, but as no one 
has ever been charged with assault or murder by fixed 
bayonet, they scarcely count.” 
 “Exaggeration and lies are common stratagems of 
anti-gun activists; for example, claiming the AR-15 can 
‘spray’ bullets at a rate of 700 rounds per minute. Chap-
man’s discussion of this issue is illuminating. That’s the 
theoretical maximum rate for fully automatic fire but over 
one minute even the AR-15/M16 mechanism can only be 
trusted to push rounds through at a rate of 150-200 rounds. 
Meanwhile, the AR-15’s semi-automatic action (otherwise 
identical to the M16’s) limits fire to about 60 rounds per 
minute. And either one’s sustained rate of fire tops out at 
12-15 rounds per minute or the heat generated will ruin, 
first, accuracy and, next, the rifle.” 
 “Excitable hoplophobes target ‘Large Capacity 
Magazines’ (meaning to them, more than 10-rounds’ ca-
pacity) for extinction along with these dreaded ‘assault 
rifles’. And while a number of mass killers have used 
magazines of greater than 10 rounds in AR’s or pistols, the 
majority have gotten by without them. With all due respect 
to those who have been lost, less than 1% of shooting vic-
tims fall to mass shooters, so this can’t be said to be a huge 
public policy problem, particularly since they typically 
happen by surprise in supposed ‘gun-free zones’”. 
 “Studies Chapman quotes show that inexperi-
enced shooters can fire 20 rounds from a single magazine 
only 2.3 seconds faster than from two 10 round magazines. 
2.3 seconds for an amateur to change a magazine does not 

give the intended victim time to charge an AR (there 
is no time difference for experienced shooters). On aver-
age, mass shooters take longer than 2 seconds between 
shots, anyway. And the faster anyone fires, the less accu-
rate they are.” 
 “Chapman reviews many court cases, ones we’ve 
heard of and plenty we haven’t. An interesting element is 
the tug of war between those who think the Second 
Amendment protects only arms for militias (actual weap-
o n s  o f  w a r )  a n d  t h o s e  w h o  a b i d e 
by Heller and McDonald in accepting the legal protection 
of civilian ownership of firearms in common use.” 
 “He points out research that shows that revolvers 
are used in equal proportion to magazine-fed handguns in 
crime. Assailants using revolvers do fire fewer rounds than 
those using handguns—2 or 3, compared to 3 or 4. That 
doesn’t make nearly the difference that having extra 
rounds in your handgun does when defending yourself and 
yours. And defend ourselves Americans do: that bastion of 
progressive polling, Pew Research, learned in 2017 that 
17% of gun owners report having had to defend them-
selves with firearms. Out of over 130 million gun owners 
that’s . . . a heck of a lot.” 
 “Dennis Chapman has done a remarkable job 
collating everything one can imagine about the function, 
reasons for and value of the 20 million plus AR model 
rifles that American’s prefer to every other type. They are 
the do-it-all, easy-to-operate, all-American firearm that 
haters hate and normal Americans use. In addition to ena-
bling the natural right of self-defense (“The Primary Use 
of All Arms”) and their unimpeachable protection under 
the Second Amendment, facts about them matter. Facts 
won’t convince the fear-mongers, but can speak to those 
with rational, open minds.” 
“Chapman has done a great service by putting all this to-
gether in one reference. My only disappointment is the 
lack of an index, which would make this a powerful tool 
for those of us who work in the 2A trenches day by day. 
However, the Table of Contents is unusually extensive, 
and chapters have lots of sub-headings, which can give one 
a good idea where to look for what information. All in all, 
the depth of Chapman’s research and the quality of his 
presentation is comparable to the work of David Kop-
pel and Stephen Halbrook. Excellent company indeed.” 
 “The genial visage seen on the back cover has 
quite a brain behind it. Thank you, Colonel Chapman, Es-
quire, for using it on our behalf!” 

(Continued from page 6) 
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 In the aftermath of the 2020 Presidential election, 
there were lawsuits and disputes about election results in 
many states.  Many of them centered around permissive 
absentee policies put in place temporarily due to COVID.  
Lawsuits in numerous states provided evidence that signifi-
cant numbers of people had voted twice.  In many states, 
evidence was presented that people who were not residents 
of a state had voted in that state. 
 Local officials in county boards of election here in 
New York were overwhelmed in 2020 by the massive num-
ber of absentee ballot requests. Is there any reason to be-
lieve these same officials would be less overwhelmed in the 
2022 Governor’s race if absentee ballot voting continues to 
be expanded?  
 Is there any reason to believe there wouldn’t be a 
greater propensity for fraud under these two new proposed 
policies? 
 It is hard to see any scenario where permissive 
absentee laws and same day voter registration would not 
magnify concerns about fairness in our elections going for-
ward.   
 Critical to a free state are fair elections.  Lovers of 
liberty and rule of law principles should carefully consider 
the ramifications of both absentee voting for an any reason 
and of same day voter registration. 
 And New Yorkers should consider whether we 
want to turn a blind eye to the power grab by New York 
City Democrats and Pelosi allies to weaken the Independ-
ent Redistricting Commission.  
 Protect honest elections.  The November 2nd elec-
tion, which includes voting on important ballot initiatives, 
is only a few weeks away. 

(Continued from page 1) 

It’s never too 
early to register 

to vote. 
 

NY style gun re-
strictions and bans 

are spreading. 
 

Only our diligence 
in voting out those 

anti-gun 
politicians will 

stop it. 



SCOPE Member Clubs 
 
 The following are clubs that 
are members of SCOPE. If you plan 
to join a club, please try to join one 
that is a SCOPE member. If your 
club would like to become a SCOPE 
club member please give SCOPE a 
call or drop us an E-mail. 
 
5 Point Rod & Gun Club 
ABATE of NY Ontario Chapter 
Adirondack Federation of Sports 
Clubs Inc 
Alabama Hunt Club 
Allied Sportsmen of WNY Inc. 
Almond Rod & Gun Club Inc. 
A-ON-DO-WA-NUH 
 Sportsman Club 
Assoc. of Former NYS Troopers, Inc 
Baldwinsville Rod & Gun Club Inc 
Barre Sportsmens Club 
Barrington Rifle Club 
Batavia Rod & Gun Club 
Bison City Rod & Gun Club 
Black Rock Fish & Game Club, Inc 
Blasdell Rod & Gun Club Inc. 
Boonville Rod & Gun Club, Inc. 
Branchport Rod & Gun Club Inc 
Broome County Sportsmen's Assoc. 
Buckhorn Sportsmens Club Inc 
Burlington Flats Fish & Game Club 
Busti Trap & Skeet Club 
Canajoharie Forest Fish 
 & Game Club Inc 
Caribou Rifle & Pistol Club, Inc. 
Cayuga County Sportsmen's Assoc. 
Chemung County Rod & Gun Club 
Chesterfield Fish & Game Club, Inc. 
Clarence Shooting Club, Inc. 
Community Conservation Club 
Conservation Club of Brockport 
Dalton Gang Sportsmen Club Inc. 
Deer Search of WNY 
Deerfield Fish & Game Club 
Delchenego Rod & Gun Club 
Depew Rod & Gun Club 
Dutchess County Pistol Association 
Dutchess County 
 Sportsman Association 
Elbridge Rod & Gun Club Inc. 
Ellicottville Sportsmen's Club 
Essex County Fish & Game League 
Federated Sportsman's Club of 
 Cattaraugus County 

Gastown Sportsmens Club 
Genesee Co. Fish & Game 
 Protective Assoc,Inc 
Genesee Valley Conservation Club 
Glen-Coe Conservation Society, Inc. 
Gouverneur Rod & Gun Club Inc. 
Gowanda Rifle Club Inc. 
Grand Island Rod & Gun Club, Inc. 
Greenway Verona Mills Fish & 
Game Club Inc 
Hamburg Rod & Gun Club Inc 
Harder O'Donnell Post 734 
 American Legion 
Hawkeye Bowman, Inc. 
Helderberg Rod & Gun Club 
Hidden Lake 
 Conservation Association 
Hidden Valley Lodge 
Hoisingtons NY Ranging Co. 1776 
Holland Rod & Gun Club 
Holley Rod & Gun Club 
Hornell Sportsman Club 
Ilion Fish & Game Club 
Indian Lake/Blue Mtn. 
 Fish & Game Assoc 
Irondequoit Bay Fish & Game Club 
Junior Wilson Sportsmen Club Inc. 
Lackawanna Conservation Inc. 
Lima Gun Club Inc. 
Lime Lake Sportsman's Club 
Lodi Rod & Gun Club 
Long Lake Fish & Game Club 
Lyons Rod & Gun Club 
McCavanaugh Pond Club 
Mendon Conservation League 
Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club 
Middlesex Conservation Club 
Millgrove Sportsmen's Club, Inc. 
Millport Hunting & Fishing Club Inc 
Mount Hunger Club 
Mt Morris Sportsman's Club, Inc. 
Neighbors Gun Club 
Newark Rod & Gun Club 
Newfield Rod & Gun Club, Inc. 
North Seneca Sportsmen Club 
North Star Sportsman's Club, Inc 
Northern Chautauqua Rifle 
 & Pistol Club 
Northern Dutchess Rod & Gun Club, 
Northwoods Sportsmen Association 
NY Houndsmen 
 Conservation Association 
Oakfield Rod & Gun Club 
Oatka Fish & Game Club, Inc. 
Olean Rod & Gun Club, Inc. 

Ontario Rod & Gun Club, Inc. 
Outlet Rod & Gun Club, Inc. 
Painted Post Field & Stream Club 
Pearl River Gun Club, Inc. 
Point Rock Fish & Game Club 
Pulaski Police Association 
Randolph Rod & Gun Club, Inc. 
Red Creek Conservation Club, Inc 
Ripley Rod & Gun Club 
Rochester Brooks Gun Club 
Rochester Rifle Club 
Roslyn Rifle & Revolver Club 
Sara Spa Rod & Gun Club 
Schroon Lake Fish & Game Club 
Seneca Co. Fed of Sportsmen's Clubs 
Shortsville Rod & Gun Club Inc 
Sodus Bay Sportsman's Club 
Sons of American Legion 
 Squadron 734 
South Bristol Fish & Game 
Association, Inc. 
South Seneca Sportsmens Club 
Sportsmans Coon Hunters 
 Association 
Sportsmen's Club of Clifton Park 
Springville Field & Stream Club, Inc. 
Square Deal Sportsmen, Inc. 
Stamford Rod & Gun Club, Inc. 
Steuben Co. Federation of 
Conservation Clubs 
Ten-X Shooting Club 
Tonawandas Sportsmens Club Inc. 
Trumansburg Rifle & Pistol Club 
Twin City Shooting Club Inc. 
Vernon Rod & Gun Club 
Waterloo Rifle & Pistol Club, Inc. 
Wayne Co. Federation 
 of Sportsmens Clubs 
West Falls Conservation Society Inc. 
Westfield Fish & Game Club, Inc. 
Williamson Conservation 
 & Sporting Club 
WNY Chapter of Safari Club Int. 
Wolcottsville Sportsman's Club 
Wyoming County Conservation Inc. 
Wyoming County Wildlife 
Federation 
Yates County Federation of 
Conservation Clubs 
Yates County Sportsmens 
Association  

Firing Lines page 9 
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SCOPE Chapter Activities 
By Sue Maressa 
 
 To find your county’s meeting information go to 
SCOPEny2a.org/calendar or go to your chapter’s page of 
the website SCOPEny2a.org/chapters. 
 SCOPE is a ‘boots on the ground’ organization 
and we need your boots! We want a chapter in every 
county to work with our elected officials, to register and 
motivate voters and ultimately to regain and maintain our 
liberties. If your county does not have an active SCOPE 
chapter and you are willing to help form a County Com-
mittee and subsequently an active Chapter, please contact 
Don Smith at don6027@gmail.com. 
 The following is an update of some of our chap-
ter’s activities from July, August and early September. 
 On every chapter meeting agenda for the past few 
months has been talk of the State SCOPE Banquet on Oc-
tober 16th in Utica.  Lt. Col. Oliver North has been in the 
news quite frequently lately discussing Afghanistan; the 
chance to meet him and hear what he has to say has been a 
major topic of discussion at meetings. 
 A l l e g a n y  C o u n t y :  M e t  A u g u s t 
17th.Congressional candidate Joe Sempolinski spoke. Mr. 
Sempolinski is the current Chairman of the Steuben 
County Republican Committee, running for the seat being 
vacated by Tom Reed. The upcoming Garlic Festival and 
need for volunteers was discussed. 
 Cattaraugus County: Did not meet in August due 
to conflicting schedules with the Cattaraugus County Fair. 
On September 8th, Joe Sempolinski came to Cattaraugus 
to speak.  He spoke about the upcoming redistricting, his 
reasons for running for Congress, and he had a Q&A ses-
sion with the members in attendance.  Upcoming county 
events were discussed. 
 Genesee County:  Met August 10th at the Sports-
man Coon Club. An open house was held before the meet-
ing from 4PM – 7PM; all past and current Genesee County 
SCOPE members were invited to attend.  Hot dogs were 
on the grill and door prizes were given out. At 7PM, Ben 
Wassell was the featured guest speaker. Ben spoke of his 
ordeal being the 1st person to be arrested and charged in 
2013 under NY’s SAFE Act.Two upcoming Women’s 
events were promoted: North Forest Shoot ‘n Hoot and 
Ladies Only shooting clinics. 
 Orleans County: Orleans County is getting pre-
pared for their free educational seminar on Must-Know 
Laws for All Gun Owners. The seminar is taking place on 
November 4th at 7:00 PM at the Medina Theater Com-
pany; 601 Main St., Medina. The subject matter expert 
will the District Attorney Hon. Joseph V. Cardone. 
 Schoharie County: Met on August 19th at the 
Carlisle Town Hall.Writing opinion pieces to local news-
papers was discussed. We need to keep inundating the 

papers and the politicians so they know we are here and 
not going away. The primary discussion of the evening 
was gun laws and what the politicians are trying to do to 
law abiding gun owners. 
 Steuben County: Holds two meetings per month. 
Their first on July 5th was full of discussion on current 
legislation.  Their second on July 19th had State Trooper 
Jason Klewicki and Sergeant Steven Mower as guest 
speakers. They touched on a wide variety of gun related 
issues including: being pulled over, brandishing, and red 
flag laws. 
 On August 16th Steuben County welcomed As-
semblywoman Marjorie Burns as their speaker. She spoke 
about gun rights in NY.  As for the general meeting, the 
chapter had handouts for their booth at the upcoming Bath 
Fair related to close election races and to encourage gun 
owners to get out and vote. 
  
 Wayne County:  At the August 11th meeting, 
Chairman Smith gave a legislative update and will contact 
the local Assembly office to see which bills have been 
signed by the governor.  A discussion of a redistricting 
handout was conducted by the Chairman of the Wayne 
County Supervisors. The events chairman noted that the 
Wayne Co. Fair was limiting its size in 2021 so SCOPE 
would not be participating. 
 Wyoming County: In August, The Wyoming 
county chapter had a booth at the Wyoming County Fair.  
They had give-aways and held a raffle. The drawing took 
place on Face Book live September 9th. 
 Yates Co: Yates County held their 18th Annual 
Meet the Candidates Pig Roast in August. Bob Lonsberry 
was the featured speaker. Senator Tom O’Mara and As-
semblyman Phil Palmesano were in attendance along with 
candidates for the 7th Judicial District and State Attorney 
General’s Office as well as SCOPE President Tom Rey-
nolds. 
 Yates County now is concentrating on their up-
coming Judges Night, October 21st. Candidates for Judge 
of the 7th Judicial New York State Supreme Court have 
been invited to attend. This forum will take place at 7:00 
PM at the Elks Lodge #1722, on Main Street in Penn Yan 
and is open to the public. 
 
Yates County to hold Judges Night on 
October 21, 2021 
 
 On October 21st, 2021, The Yates County Chapter 
of SCOPE will hold an evening with the candidates run-
ning for the New York State Supreme Court in the 7th Judi-
cial District.  There are two vacancies that candidates will 
be running for. 

(Continued on page 11) 
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Advertising in 
FIRING LINES 

 
E-mail: 

sue.scopeny@gmail.com 
 

 Invitations to the four candidates running for this 
position has been sent out by Yates County SCOPE to; 
 Judge Jim Walsh – R 
 Judge Elena Cariola – R 
 Atty Maurice Verrillo - D 
 Atty Deral Givens – D 
 The Judges Night forum will be held at 7:00 PM 
at The Elks Lodge #1722 on Main St., Penn Yan, NY 
14527.  The event is open to the public. 
 Yates County SCOPE brings this event to Yates 
County as part of its obligation to educate the public on 
the 2nd Amendment.  The voters must take the time to 
educate themselves on the issues facing our society, this 
forum is one method that they can use to come out, meet 
the candidates in person and hear the candidate speak of 
his/her background, education, experience as they ask for 
your vote. 
 Plan on attending if you want to interface with 
the Judge who will serve you for the next 14 years as 
Judge of the 7th Judicial New York State Supreme Court. 
 Jack Prendergast 
Yates County SCOPE Chairman  
315-694-0481 
Jpr3nder66@outlook.com 

(Continued from page 10) 
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SCOPE member 
businesses 
 
A&K Gun Sales 
5 West main St 
Corfu, NY 14036 
585-599-3006 
 
AM PM Bail Bonds 
PO Box 357 
Riverhead, NY 11901 
631-369-5980 
 
AR Pierrepont Co., Inc 
154 Berkeley St 
Rochester, NY 14607-3003 
585-473-3225 
 
Ashville General Store 
P.O. Box 199 
Ashville, NY 14710 
716-763-3369 
 
B&B Repair Service Inc. 
14 Second Street 
Canisteo, NY 14823 
607-698-2876 
 
B.D. Enterprises 
4514 Saeli Rd 
Savannah, NY 13146 
315-754-6335 
 
Batavia Marine & Sporting Supplies 
411 West Main St 
Batavia, NY 14020 
585-343-4131 
 
Beecroft's LLC 
11106 Rt 40 
Schaghticoke, NY 12154 
518-753-4402 
 
Bill Fox & Son Construction 
 & Remodeling, LLC 
9346 South Street Rd 
LeRoy, NY 14482 
585-356-4992 
 
Bonded Collection Services 
PO Box 305 
Fairport, NY 14450 
585-223-7357 
 

Brocton Arch Antiques 
22 East Main Street 
Brocton, NY 14716 
716-969-1733 
 
BS Recreational Farm 
8384 State Park Rd 
Three Mile Bay, NY 13693 
315-649-3424 
 
Bullseye Shooters Supply 
453 S. Hamilton St 
Painted Post, NY 14870 
607-962-1100 
 
Cast Away Charters & Guide Service 
12 Hummingbird Rd 
Coudersport, PA 16915 
716-560-9216 
 
Clarendon Gun Shop 
4257 Hinsburg Rd 
Holley, NY 14470-9012 
585-794-0276 
 
Creekside Morgans, LLC 
60529 Rt 415 
Avoca, NY 14809-9540 
631-988-6303 
 
Dick Ferraioli/Guilderland Pump 
6230 Hawes Rd 
Altamont, NY 12009 
518-861-8733 
 
Dick's Country Store Gun City 
 & Music Oasis 
7429 Rt 11 
Churubusco, NY 12923 
518-497-3253 
 
Donahoo-Consulting, LLC 
1000 N Division Street, STE-2i 
Peekskill, NY 10566-1830 
914-455-4099 
 
FG Rayburn Mason Contractors, Inc 
3791 Routes 5 & 20 
Canandaigua, NY 14424 
585-394-9360 
 
Fine Touch Painting 
95 Parkway 
North Chili, NY 14514 
585-455-2405 

Fire Mark Insurance Agency, Inc. 
PO Box 39 
Cobleskill, NY 12043 
518-234-2121 
 
George's Gun Shop 
PO Box 39 
Grand Gorge, NY 12434 
607-588-7653 
 
Harold's Welding Shop 
1164 E. Swamp Rd 
Penn Yan, NY 14527-9363 
585-554-5178 
 
Jae Tax, Inc. 
1401 Stone Rd. 101A 
Rochester, NY 14615 
585-319-5489 
 
L&R Sporting Events 
5943 Ellicott Rd 
Brocton, NY 14716 
716-792-9972 
 
Legal Shield/ ID Shield 
PO Box 364 
Ransomville, NY 14131 
716-863-6577 
 
Louies Gun Shop 
367 W. Morris St 
Bath, NY 14810 
607-776-4228 
 
Mike's Electrical 
PO Box 307 
Cobleskill, NY 12043 
518-376-4272 
 
Oneida Electrical Contractors, Inc. 
5630 Horatio St 
Utica, NY 13502 
315-733-1311 
 
Precision Armament 
 Div of PM Research Inc. 
4110 Niles Hill Rd 
Wellsville, NY 14895 
585-593-4675 
 
 
 

(Continued on page 13) 
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S&B Products, Inc. 
PO Box 145 
Munnsville, NY 13409 
315-363-3710 
 
S&S Auto Body, Ken-Ton Inc. 
321 Englewood Ave 
Tonawanda, NY 14223 
716-834-0183 
 
Sardinia Mini Storage 
PO Box 158 
Sardinia, NY 14134 
716-807-9963 
 
Seneca Gun Sports 
4705 Rt 14 
Rock Stream, NY 14878 
607-243-7243 
 
Strong Side 
 Defensive Firearms Training 
5316 Franklin Rd 
Marion, NY 14505 
585-506-2978 
 
The Firing Pin LLC 
8240 Buffalo Rd 
Bergen, NY 14416 
585-494-0333 
 
 

Thunderbird Arms 
714 Broadway 
Darien Center, NY 14040 
716-238-3279 
 
Tilton Sears, FFL 
11000 Salter Rd. 
North Rose, NY 14516 
315-587-9716 
 
Wallkill River Small Arms, LLC 
2332 Route 300 
Wallkill, NY 12589 
844-308-GUNS 
 
Walton's Service Center 
1634 Rt 54 
Penn Yan, NY 14527 
315-536-6928 
 
Williamson Hardware 
4101 Main Street 
Williamson, NY 14589 
315-589-4011 
 
WNY Synthetics/AMSOIL 
3238 Lockport Rd 
Sanborn, NY 14132 
716-207-3705 
716-450-5492 

 

 
Please use SCOPE 
business members 
whenever possible 

 

The mission of 
S.C.O.P.E. is to 
Protect, Restore 

and Expand 
the gun rights 

of all 
New Yorkers.  

SHOOTER’S COMMITTEE ON POLITICAL EDUCATION (SCOPE, INC) 
PO Box 165, East Aurora, NY 14052  

Business Associate Membership Application 
 

Date of Application___________________  Donation, Annual $50_________   Annual Sponsor $250__________ 

Business Name___________________________________________________________Phone____________________ 

Address____________________________________________________________City __________________________ 

State___________  Zip__________  Fax _______________________________________________________________ 

Mailing address if different__________________________________________________________________________ 

Contact Name & Title______________________________________________________________________________ 

Secondary Contact ________________________________________________________________________________ 

Website_________________________________________ Email___________________________________________ 

Type of business (gun shop, sporting goods, etc.)_________________________________________________________ 

 (Donations to SCOPE are not refundable or tax deductible) 

Please use our member businesses whenever you can 
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Please keep your 
SCOPE membership 

up to date. 
 

Check your address label 
for your renewal date 

 
 With this newsletter your 
expiration date is included on 
the address label. It will save 
SCOPE time and money if 
you can renew your member-
ship a month or two before 
your membership is due to 
expire. 
 You can use the mem-
bership application in the 
newsletter or go online to 
www.Scopeny2A.org to re-
new. Thank you.     Renew 
your membership today! 
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www.SCOPEny2A.org 
 

Members, you can access your ‘Member Profile’ on our 
website. Having access to your profile allows you to update 
your personal information anytime including your address, 
email address and a host of other information.  With a click 
of your mouse, you can receive your Firing Lines right to 
your email. You get news faster, and SCOPE puts more 
money towards fighting for your second amendment rights. 

Action versus inaction 
 
 I sit at my desk, frustrated by the lack of action 
on the part of those that surround me. I am reminded of 
the saying by Thomas Jefferson, and I quote: “We do 
not have a country of the majority...we have a country 
of the Majority That Participates” 
 You have the power in your hand to change 
the course of this country.  Grasp a pen and set it to 
paper, writing every politician in your district and your 
federal representatives, even if they are not in your 
party.  Let them know that you are watching and when 
it comes time tovote…you will!  Do your duty as a pa-
triot. 
 Let us show the full strength of over 4 million 
New York State firearms owners in our state and over 
8o million in these United States of America. 
 My brothers and sisters, this is “one nation 
under God”.  “In God we trust”.  He’s watching to see 
if we are worthy enough to keep it.  Don’t let him 
down.  For in our action, we are bound together in the 
preservation of these United States 
 Joe Kopacz. Schoharie County S C O P E 
  
 “The beauty of doing nothing is that you can 

do it perfectly.  
  
 Only when you do something is it almost im-
possible to do it without mistakes.   
  
 Therefore, people who are contributing noth-
ing to society, except their constant criticisms, can feel 
both intellectually and morally superior.” 
  
 Thomas Sowell 
  
 “These are the times that try men’s souls. The 
summer soldier and the sunshine patriot will, in this 
crisis, shrink from the service of their country; but he 
that stands by it now, deserves the love and thanks of 
man and woman. Tyranny, like hell, is not easily con-
quered; yet we have this consolation with us, that the 
harder the conflict, the more glorious the triumph.” 
 Thomas Paine, December 23, 1776 
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SCOPE Business Associate Membership 
 
 Show your support for our 2nd Amendment rights with a Business Associate 
Membership.  Dues are $50 annually, or $250 for a Sponsor level membership.  
Members will receive a window sign to display, a listing on our website and contact 
information.  We will also supply them with membership applications and a supply 
of each issue of the Firing Lines for their store.   Sponsors will also receive a wall 
plaque for display in their store.  
 

Application on page 13 

Please consider donating to the S.C.O.P.E., Inc. 
Legal Defense Fund 

 

We still have much to battle Albany over, and as you well know it takes money to do this! 
This battle with Albany and the NY (UN)S.A.F.E. Act will be going on for the foreseeable future. Perhaps the ac-
tion that N.Y.S.R.P.A. is undertaking against NYC will have a benefit for all of us, but we do not 

yet know. We must to be ready to fight, or assist others, in court. 
We need to fight the socialist politicians on all fronts! 

 

Send your donations to:  S.C.O.P.E., Inc., Attn: Legal Defense Fund 
PO Box 165, East Aurora, NY 14052 

Presidential Succession 
By Tom Reynolds 
 
 Note: In April, SCOPE wrote an email (to those 
members with an email on file) about some of the implica-
tions if Joe Biden resigned or was removed from the Presi-
dency.  Since then, there are many more stories floating 
about his mental state.  It seems timely to reprint that email 
in Firing Lines, so all members can see it. 
 SCOPE has written about the gun-grabbing, De-
mocrat Party’s dilemma because parts of their reliably De-
mocrat constituency are buying guns in record numbers; 
they risk alienating some of their reliable constituency with 
excessive gun control.  But the Democrat Party and espe-
cially Biden’s inner circle also face another potential prob-
lem of their own making; there are many who doubt that 

Joe Biden will be able to complete his term in office.  If 
that is true, the Democrat Party in general and the inner 
circle behind Biden face major issues.   
 If Biden should step down or be removed in his 
first two years, it will be obvious that Democrat insiders 
knew, prior to the election, that he was failing and hid it 
from the voters.  That should cause a major negative reac-
tion amongst voters, even amongst the usual Democrat 
supporters.  There would be legitimate questions:  
 
Concerning the leader of the free world’s ability to lead; 
About the judgment of the man with his finger on the nu-
clear button;  
About the man tasked by the Constitution with defending it 

(Continued on page 17) 
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Please SHARE 
A reminder from Ed Borkowski from 

Steuben County: 
 

 After you have thoroughly read your 
copy of the Firing Lines, 
 Remove or cross out your name and 
address and drop it off at any of the waiting 
rooms you may visit; doctor, dentist, barber 
shop, mechanic etc. 
 It’s a great way to widen our exposure 
and educate others on the 2nd Amendment and 
how current legislation will affect our future 
rights. 

– and thus defending us – from all enemies foreign and do-
mestic;  
Was he incapable of doing his job;  
What unelected person was acting as President while pull-
ing the strings from behind the curtain;  
Who was really responsible for all the Executive Orders 
Biden signed? 
 
 The legitimate uproar would be overwhelming.  
And it would be worse if Biden’s policies are failing at the 
time he steps down.  (Update note: Afghanistan, Inflation, 
China Virus, for instance.) 
 If kamala Harris did succeed to the Presidency 
within the first two years of Biden’s term, the Vice Presi-
dent’s position would need to be filled.  She would nomi-
nate someone but that person must be approved by a major-
ity of both houses of Congress. Here’s the monkey wrench 
in Democrat’s planning; currently, both Houses of Congress 
are Democrat controlled but the Senate is split exactly 50-
50 with the Vice President’s vote being the deciding factor 
that gives Democrats their control.  If there is no Vice Presi-
dent, the Democrats have only a tie and must seduce at least 
one Republican vote in order to approve a Harris nominee 
for Vice President.  (And if one or more Democrats do not 
vote for the Harris’ nominee, that makes the situation more 
difficult.)  As a side issue, while the Vice Presidency is va-
cant, the Democrats do not have a tie breaking vote on any 
proposed legislation.  Oops! 
 This would force Harris to nominate someone very 
much less radical than the current President and Vice Presi-
dent.  Joe Manchin, the Senator from West Virginia, comes 
to mind but that would lose Democrats their majority in the 
Senate, at least until a replacement election was held, and 
maybe after the replacement election since West Virginia 
tends Republican.   
 This leaves Democrat insiders with the option of 
delaying Biden’s removal until two years have passed and 
after an off-year election in 2022, which causes them more 
problems, (besides putting their own political careers above 
the safety and security of the nation).  Historically, the 
President’s party loses seats in Congress during an off-year 
election.  If Democrats should lose one seat in the Senate, 
they lose their majority.  If Democrats lose about a half 
dozen seats in the House, they lose their majority.  Losing 
one or both houses of Congress is a real possibility and 
must weigh heavily on Democrats’ decision making. 
 If kamala Harris should succeed to the Presidency 
after the 2022 election, she would nominate someone but, 
as previously stated, that person must be approved by a ma-
jority of both houses of Congress.  And if one or both of 
those houses has a Republican majority, a nomination 
would certainly have to be very much less radical than the 
current President and Vice President.  And depending on 
how firm the Republicans held, the person could be middle 
to right leaning. 

 But it gets worse for Democrats. 
 When the Vice Presidency is vacant, the next per-
son in line is the House Speaker and next after that comes 
the President Pro tempore of the Senate.  That would be 
Republicans in any house that is under Republican control! 
If Republicans control both houses, they might be very slow 
in approving any Harris’ nominee, in order to keep a Re-
publican next in line.  And what if the Republicans decided 
that impeachment payback was in order at the same time 
that the Vice Presidency was vacant?  (Update note: Harris 
provided encouragement to rioters last year, the same thing 
that Trump was impeached for.) 
 And just for fun – imagine that Donald Trump runs 
for Congress from Florida in 2022 and is elected.  Once 
elected, he runs for Speaker of the House in a Republican 
majority Congress and wins.  Another alternative is that - 
since the Speaker does not have to be an elected member of 
the House - Trump doesn’t even have to run for the House 
in order to be elected Speaker.  That would put Trump next 
in line after the Vice President or first in line if Harris 
moves to the Presidency.  Can you imagine…can you even 
begin to imagine…the left-wing media’s frenzy! 
 The point is – and SCOPE keeps repeating it - 
things can change quickly and 2A supporters should not 
lose hope.  If Democrats pushed a Joe Biden nomination 
because he was the only electable Democrat in the last elec-
tion, even though he was in failing mental health, it may 
have unintended consequences for them in both the short 
and long term.  Things could get very interesting very 
quickly! 
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Can the Republic Be Saved?  
By Harold Moskowitz 
 
 The Framers of the Constitution wanted our na-
tional government to be aware that tyrannical rule could 
trigger the formation of a national “militia” for the defense 
of liberty.  Individualism and freedom are perhaps the two 
strongest “threads” from which our society was woven.  It 
was expected that an armed populace would not willingly 
allow those cherished values to be destroyed. 
 However, resisting oppression today would be far 
more difficult than was fending off British tyranny.  Mod-
ern technology precludes the idea of a large group of patri-
ots remaining undetected.  Ground-penetrating radar, re-
connaissance satellites, and high-altitude “spy” planes 
would make it almost impossible for large groups to re-
main undetected. 
A company named “X-Mode” has created a tool for pro-
viding location tracking of individual cell phones.  In addi-
tion, on April 10, 2020, Apple and Google announced a 
joint effort to “enable the use of Bluetooth technology to 
help the government track cell phones.”  Public intersec-
tions, bridges, and tunnels increasingly have license plate 
readers.  Surveillance cameras in public places often have 
facial recognition capability.  Cross-referencing of infor-
mation stored in the various databases could quickly match 
faces with names and addresses.  Organizers and leaders 
would be identified and arrested.  Some of these techniques 
were practiced by federal law enforcement during the ef-
fort to identify and arrest anyone who had been in Wash-
ington, D.C. near the Capitol on January 6, 2021. 
 In addition, there is no longer anything close to 
parity between civilian and military weaponry.  Having 
removed fully-automatic weapons from civilian use in the 
1930‘s, government officials now want to ban semi-
automatic weapons.  The radical politicians who labor to 
transform our constitutional republic into an authoritarian 
welfare state realize that there will likely be domestic resis-
tance to their plans.  It is their goal to end individual fire-
arm ownership in order to prevent any meaningful resis-
tance. 
 Starting with Obama, the military began practic-
ing for urban guerilla-style warfare.  In February, 2019, 
training was carried out in Los Angeles.  Low-flying attack 
helicopters practiced rapid fire with blank ammunition.  
Simulated explosive devices were used for “storming” des-
ignated buildings.  Navy P-8 planes equipped with high-
resolution optical turrets captured high-definition videos of 
surface targets.  In August, 2019, special forces trainees 
“fought” military personnel in different areas of North 
Carolina.  Tactics for storming buildings containing barri-
caded individuals were stressed.  Exercises included prac-
tice for sealing off sections of cities in order to concentrate 
and confine targeted individuals.  Those readers who want 

more information about military preparation for urban war-
fare should consult Army Field Manual (FM) 3-19.15, 
dated April 18, 2005 entitled “Civil Disobedience Opera-
tions.” 
 Any anti-government resistance movement would 
result in a response by heavily armed government person-
nel.  It would be extremely helpful if the military were in 
support of the resistors and would refuse to follow any 
orders to fire upon their fellow citizens.  However, since 
the January 6th “riot” at the Capitol, there has been a politi-
cally motivated attempt by those in government and many 
in the media to label anyone in opposition to the current 
administration’s policies and agenda as being “domestic 
terrorists,” racists, white supremacists, and fomenters of 
“insurrection.”  As a result, would young “woke” members 
of today’s military feel that it would be proper to obey an 
order to shoot down fellow Americans in the streets? 
 There are millions of patriotic defenders of lib-
erty.  Urban warfare would become a building-to-building 
nightmare for a military trying to avoid “collateral dam-
age.”  Today the government is far larger and more power-
ful than would have been tolerated by those who risked and 
sacrificed so much to establish a government controlled by 
the People.  Armed resistance was not taken lightly by 
them.  It was, and should now be considered, a last resort 
when all possible recourse has failed.  Such resistance 
might destroy what is left of the nation in the attempt to 
save it. 
 During the Covid pandemic the American popu-
lace demonstrated a disappointing willingness to be pas-
sive and accepting of tyrannical limitations of their liber-
ties, property rights, and way of life.  In the face of our 
nation’s noticeable trajectory toward totalitarian one-party 
rule, millions of firearm owners often have not bothered to 
exercise their right to vote.  Not exerting electoral power at 
the ballot box makes violent resistance more likely in the 
future.  For the reasons already stated, violence will not 
have as much chance of preserving our constitutional re-
public as voting.  These votes must be cast in overwhelm-
ing numbers for pro-Second Amendment candidates who 
have demonstrated a love of this country and of the values 
we hold dear. 
 There is symbolic importance for us as a free peo-
ple in having the right to possess firearms.  To be armed is 
to be considered free and independent.  To be disarmed 
renders a person impotent and subservient to the “elite” of 
society regardless of the titles they may hold at any spe-
cific period in history. In our present unraveling society, 
individuals more than ever need the defense capability 
provided by the Second Amendment. 
 The individual right to keep and bear arms, and 
the constitutional republic itself, must never be surren-
dered!  To do so would make defense of one’s self, home 

(Continued on page 19) 
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and family ineffective.  It would also lead to the end of the 
way of life that has attracted so many to our shores.  But 
beyond that, it would betray the sacrifices made by all 
those who have given their lives in defense of liberty. 
 What will it take to get gun owners to finally real-
ize that not voting assures the demise of both the Second 
Amendment and of our constitutional republic?  There are 
only two more elections for altering the impending fate of 
both of them:  THE 2022 Midterm Congressional Elec-
tions; and the 2024 Presidential Election.  Only an over-

whelming number of votes for the candidates we need can 
overcome the predictable lack of election integrity.  Would 
you rather vote, dodge automatic fire, or risk spending the 
rest of your life in solitary confinement for having partici-
pated in an “insurrection?”  For now, the choice is still 
yours.  

(Continued from page 18) 

Senator George 
Borrello stopped 
by the  
Cattaraugus 
Chapter SCOPE 
booth at the 
County Fair in 
August. 
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YOU INSURE YOUR CAR, YOUR HOME, EVEN 

YOUR HEALTH - WELL HOW ABOUT 

INSURING YOUR 2ND AMENDMENT RIGHTS? 

 

SCOPE THE RIGHT INSURANCE! 

 

SO DON'T DELAY 

SIGN UP TODAY! 

Your membership expiration date is on the label, please renew today! 

We are S.C.O.P.E. 
We get no air time on CNN. 

We don’t riot and burn things down. 
We go to work and support our families. 

We love America. 
We protect the unborn. 

We salute the flag. 
We say the pledge of allegiance. 

We sing the Star Spangled Banner  
- while standing. 

We respect law enforcement  
and we obey the law. 

We appreciate the military. 
We use guns safely and legally. 

We defend the Constitution  
- especially the 2nd Amendment. 

We support conservation and hunting. 
We are S.C.O.P.E. 

 

Donate Today! 
www.SCOPEny2a.org S
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