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“Nobody made a greater 
mistake than he who did 
nothing because he could 
do only a little.“ 

Edmund Burke 

By Tim Andrews 
SCOPE President 
 
 With the new year comes the 2018 
Albany legislative session. Thus far the early 
focus in Albany seems to be on passing legis-
lation prohibiting those convicted of domes-
tic violence crimes from possessing firearms, 
and banning the sale of bump stocks. A state 
law pertaining to domestic violence would be 
redundant, since federal law already ad-
dresses that issue. Consideration is also being 
given to a state ban on bump-stocks. Thus far 
the governor’s legislative agenda seems more 
about his political aspirations than benefiting 
New Yorkers or fighting crime. 
 Regarding bump-stocks, until the 
tragic shooting in Las Vegas, most people 
had no idea what a bump-stock was, and they 
were never used in crime. I recognize that 
most shooters I know have no interest in a 
bump-stock for various reasons. I for one am 
not interested in owning a bump-stock, but is 
that a reason to support a ban? I would argue 
no, because doing so would fall into the trap 
of blaming and banning hardware. When you 
start blaming and banning hardware where 
does it stop? A good example is the issue of 
magazine size, how do you argue against 
magazine bans and support banning bump-
stocks? We need to maintain consistency in 
our arguments. Whether we are talking about 
semi-automatic rifles, large capacity maga-
zines or bump-stocks, they are not the prob-
lem, any more than a corvette is the cause of 
speeding. Furthermore, with practice one 
could pretty much duplicate what a bump-
stock does with just your finger.  
 On the issue of bans, how many 
times have you heard a hunter, a sporting 
clay shooter or others say about military style 
semi-autos, “who needs one of them, they 
should be banned.” What everyone needs to 
understand, and the unSAFE Act clearly 
proves, the anti-gunners want them all. They 
want your Remington 1100 as well as your 
AR-15. The unSAFE Act’s mental health 

provisions and the recertification provisos 
provide for the confiscation of all your fire-
arms, shotguns, rifles and handguns. You 
don’t even have to be convicted of a crime to 
lose all your firearms. Under the unSAFE 
Act due process is gone, you are guilty and 
it’s up to you to prove your innocence to get 
your firearms back. 
 This November we face one of the 
most important elections of our lifetime. You 
will here me pound away at that throughout 
the year. You may get tired of hearing me 
talk and write about it, but please understand, 
it is not overstated to say that the 2018 elec-
tion is the most important election of our 
lifetime. The best way to turn things around 
in Albany is to change the name on the front 
door of the governor’s mansion. 
 I’ve heard some say it can’t be 
done, we can’t over come the vote coming 
out of New York City. Well, that is simply 
not true, 57% of the state’s adult population 
comes from outside New York City. In the 
2014, gubernatorial election there were 3.8 
million votes cast, there are about 14 million 
people in New York who are eligible to vote, 
that means there were 10 million people in 
New York State who did not vote in 2014.  
 It’s estimated that 6 million people 
outside of New York City did not vote in 
2014, Cuomo won that election by 500,000 
votes. It’s easy to see that the 6 million who 
did not vote could have easily swung the 
election to Rick Lazio had they voted. There 
are an estimated 4 to 6 million gun owners in 
New York. Undoubtedly many of those gun 
owners did not vote in 2014. That means 
there is fertile ground for us to plow, the 
numbers tell us we can defeat Cuomo in 
2018. 
 Voting and the right to keep and 
bear arms have a common purpose, each to 
protect the other. Second Amendment sup-
porters need to treat the vote with the same 
reverence we treat the Second Amendment. 
Most gun owners in New York are not mem-
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2018 brings more anti-gun legislation 

A well Regulated 
Militia, being neces-
sary to the security 
of a free state, the 
right of the People 

to keep 
and bear arms, 

shall not be 
infringed. 



SCOPE PHONE NUMBERS 
 
To contact SCOPE: 
E-mail:  admin@scopeny.org 
Or call 315-27-SCOPE 
 
SCOPE Board Members 
SCOPE Chapter Chairs are 
also Board Members 
 
President 
Tim Andrews 
Tim.andrews@scopeny.org 
585.315.6411 
 
Chairman of the Board 
Don Hey 
Don.hey@scopeny.org 
716.860.9388 
 
1st Vice president 
Nicholas Massal 
Nicholas.massal@scopeny.org 
585.593.0131 
 
 

At Large Directors 
 
Bob Brannan 
Bob.brannan@scopeny.org 
315.573.9088 
 
Michael Giuliano 
Michael.giuliano@scopeny.org 
585.727.0280 
 
Media Coordinator 
Joe McAdams  
Joe.mcadams@scopeny.org 
716.570.3436 
 
Frank Panasuk 
Frank.panasuk@scopeny.org 
716.864.8815 
 
Kathie Ricketson 
Kathie.ricketson@scopeny.org 
585.535.0670 
 
Don Smith 
Don.smith@scopeny.org 
315.524.8017 
  
Chairman Emeritus 
Harold ‘Budd’ Schroeder 
Budd.schroeder@scopeny.org 
716.861.9302 
 
SCOPE CHAPTER 
INFORMATION 
We are just listing the Chapter 
Chair information. 
 
Allegany Chapter 
Chairman Steven Speta 
Steven.speta@scopeny.org 
Meetings 3rd Tuesday 
Angelica American Legion 
7:00pm Angelica, NY 
 
Capitol District Chapter:  
Albany/Columbia/Greene/
Schenectady/Rensselaer 
Chairman Curtis Cappellano 
Curtis.cappellano@scopeny.org 
518.330.7732 
Meetings 3rd Tuesday 7:00pm 
American Legion Everett Rd 
Albany 
 
Cattaraugus Chapter 
Chairman Michael Guerin 
Michael.guerin@scopeny.org 
716.597.9001 
Meetings 1st Thursday 7:00pm 
American Legion Ellicottville, 
NY  
 
Cayuga Chapter 
Jim Dishaw 
Dishawjp@gmail.com 
315.255.3315 
 
Central NY Chapter:  
Onondaga/Oswego 
Chairman Bill Ratschki 
Wil-
liam.ratschki@scopeny.org 

315.767.1561 
 
Chautauqua Chapter 
Chairman Will Conta 
Will.conta@scopeny.org 
716.857.0382 
 
Chemung Chapter 
Tom Reynolds 
Tom.reynolds@scopeny.org 
607.215.0612 
 
Delaware Chapter 
Chairman Andrea Elliot 
Andrea.elliott@scopeny.org 
845.586.1721 
 
Erie Chapter 
Chairman Carl Leas 
Carl.leas@scopeny.org 
Meetings 3rd Thursday, 
7:00pm 
Location to be announced 
 
Genesee Chapter 
Chairman Bill Fox Sr. 
Bill.fox@scopeny.org 
585.356.4992 
Meetings 2nd Tuesday 
7:00pm, Calvary Baptist 
Church 
3515 Galloway Rd. Batavia, 
NY 
 
Jefferson-Lewis Chapter 
Chairman C. Bruce Kingsley 
Bruce.kingsley@scopeny.org 
315.649.3424 
Meetings 3rd Monday 7:00pm 
Watertown Sportsmen's Club 
Watertown, NY 
 
Monroe County Chapter 
Contact Ken Mathison 
585.967.1040 
kenmatent@gmail.com 
 
Niagara Chapter 
Tim.Andrews@scopeny.org 
 

Oneida-Herkimer Chapter 
Chairman Fred Rebscher 
Fred.rebscher@scopeny.org 
315.723.6846 
Ontario Chapter 
Chairman Doug Negley 
Doug.negley@scopeny.org 
585.507.6735 
Meetings 3rd Monday 7:30pm 
Inn on The Lake Canandaigua, 
NY 
 
Orleans Chapter 
Chairman David Thom 
David.thom@scopeny.org 
585.589.6918 
Meetings 2nd Monday 7:00pm 
Hoag Library; 1st Floor 
Main Street Albion, NY 
 
St. Lawrence Chapter 
Chairman Jamie Briggs 
Jamie.briggs@scopeny.org 
315.771.1374 
  
Saratoga Chapter 
Chairman Gino Danese 
Gino.danese@scopeny.org 
518.883.5189 
Meetings 4th Thursday 
7:00pm 
4H Training Center Ballston 
Spa, NY 
 
Schoharie Chapter 
Chairman Russell Case III 
Russell.case@scopeny.org 
518.366.1779 
alternate venue every 3 
months.  
Meetings 3rd Thursday 
7:00pm, Carlisle Town Hall 
Carlisle, NY 
Meetings 3rd Thursday 
7:00pm, Middleburgh R&G 
Club Middleburgh, NY 
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To contact SCOPE 
and FIRING LINES 

 Call (315) 27-SCOPE 
Or Write: 
SCOPE  

PO Box 165 
East Aurora, NY 14052  

 

  All written material is 
copyrighted by the author and 
or SCOPE, Inc. Permission is 
granted to use all or part of the 
published articles in the Firing 
Lines as long as credit is given 
to the author and SCOPE, Inc. 
 

  F i r i n g  L i n e s  a l l o w s 
S.C.O.P.E. to keep members 
informed on issues in regards to 
defense of the 2nd Amendment, 
in  part icu lar ,  and the 
Constitution in general.  It is 
also an opportunity for 
members to voice their 
opinions and concerns on those 
subjects; as such, it contains a 
variety of personal opinions.  It 
should not be taken as 
representing the official 
position of S.C.O.P.E. or its 
officers and members unless so 
stated.  Readers should 
remember that it is not meant to 
constitute legal advice 
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Newsletter Deadline for the Next Issue 
March 15, 2018 

 
 Firing Lines is printed every two months.  
The deadlines are January 15, March 15, May 15, 
July 15, September 15 and November 15. 
 We do take articles from you, our members. 
They are subject to editing for spelling and gram-
mar. We also reserve the right not to print the arti-
cle. 
 Articles should be emailed as a file. Text or 
basic Word document formats are preferred. Please 
NO PDF files. 
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Schuyler Chapter 
Chairman Dan Phillips 
Dan.phillips@scopeny.org 
607.546.4224 
Meetings 2nd Thursday 
7:00pm, Moose Lodge Mon-
tour Falls, NY 
 
Seneca Chapter 
Chairman John Christensen 
John.christensen@scopeny.org 
315.651.8753 
 
Southern Tier Chapter 
Chenango/Madison/Broome 
Chairman Shawn Palmer 
Shawn.palmer@scopeny.org 
607.316.4907 
 
Steuben Chapter 
Chairman Doug Mitchell 
Doug.mitchell@scopeny.org 
607.359.2928 
Meetings 1st & 3rd Mondays 
7:00pm, Bath Rod & Gun 
Club Bath, NY 

Suffolk Chapter 
Chairman Sherman Kearns 
Sherman.kearns@scopeny.org 
631.866.1486 
Meetings 4th Thursday 
6:30pm, Dark Storm Indus-
tries Oakdale, NY 
 
Tioga Chapter 
Chairman Glenn Hopler 
Glenn.hopler@scopeny.org 
607.625.3463 
Please call Chairman Hopler 
for Meeting dates & times 
 
Ulster Chapter 
Chairman Santos Lopez 
Santos.lopez@scopeny.org 
845.418.2881 
 
Wayne Chapter 
Chairman David Dodd 
David.dodd@scopeny.org 
585.944.3965 
 
Wyoming Chapter 
Chairman Mark YountJr 
Mark.yount@scopeny.org 

585.322.3144 
Meetings 2nd Thursday 
7:00pm at the Dept. of Social 
Services Bldg.Warsaw, NY 
 

Yates Chapter 
Chairman John Prendergast 
John.prendergast@scopeny.org 
315.694.0481 

(Continued from page 2) 

SCOPE-PAC  
Political Action Committee 

 
Effectively defending the 2nd Amendment re-

quires us to go on the offensive.  We cannot wait, unpre-
pared, for the next assault from the radical left.    Although 
we may have a friend in the White House, Cuomo and the 
radical left still reside in Albany.   

SCOPE inc. works to educate the public and in-
fluence legislation while SCOPE-PAC is a separate, all 
volunteer organization and can provide direct financial 
support to candidates and promote legislation safeguard-
ing the 2nd Amendment.  Money is the “Mother’s Milk” of 
politics. 
 In less than two years, Cuomo or some equally 
radical liberal will be running for governor and the slim 
majority in the NY Senate will again be at stake. We can-
not wait for the last months before that election to begin 
preparing.  In addition, if we can help a genuine 2A sup-
porter in a primary, that will occur months before the elec-
tion.   
 The time to begin building up cash reserves for 
that election cycle is now, when smaller donations given 
over time can mount up into a significant amount and will 
make a difference.  Please consider making a donation 
now, no matter how small, to SCOPE-PAC and again 
whenever you can afford to support the 2nd Amendment. 

Our ad in Firing Lines gives you specific direc-
tions on how to donate. 

SCOPE-PAC 
P.O. Box 12711 

Rochester, NY  14612 
 

Or online at: 
 

www.SCOPEPAC.com 

Check your address label for 
your renewal date 

 
 With this newsletter your expiration date is 
included on the address label. It will save SCOPE 
time and money if you can renew your membership 
a month or two before your membership is due to 
expire. 
 You can use the membership application in 
the newsletter or go online to www.Scopeny.org to 
renew. 

Thank you 



2018-Moving 
Forward 
By Don Hey 
Chairman of the Board 
 
 With the New Year upon us, 
there is no time like the present to 
start engaging the challenges ahead. 
First and foremost are the coming 
elections. At the time of this writing, 
there is only one candidate that has 
indicated his intent to challenge Gov-
ernor Cuomo and that would be As-
sembly Minority Leader Brian Kolb. 
As always there will be hurdles for 
any challenger to overcome. Name 
recognition, money and a strong 
backing by Ed Cox, State Republican 
Chairman will be critical to mounting 
a successful campaign. With that 
said, it should be pointed out that in 
the last Governor’s race we the gun 
owners succumbed as a voting block 
to the Fake News and did not show at 
the polls. No matter whom the Re-
publican challenger is we must get 
behind that individual, support them 

financially and show up at the polls. 
Period!  
  The election of Donald 
Trump needs to drive home the me-
dia’s intent to keep us home on Elec-
tion Day. As you may recall right up 
to Election Day Clinton was leading 
in the “Fake Polls” and you were be-
ing subliminally told to stay home 
because your vote didn’t matter. For-
tunately, enough voters were hell bent 
on change and did show up and we 
know the results. So this year it will 
be our job to educate, network and 
convince likeminded individuals that 
everyone’s vote matters. The 2014 
election had historically low voter 
turnout on both sides indicating that 
voters from all walks of life are frus-
trated. We can use this to our advan-
tage. If you are a registered voter, 
please plan to vote. If not registered, 
do so as soon as possible! 
 Congressional Bill HR-38, 
National Reciprocity looks like it will 
meet minimal resistance and should 
pass sometime this year. Although 
many are opposed to the addition of 
HR 4477, which amends the Brady 
Bill, this amendment only looks to 
enact more responsible reporting to 
the Instant Background Check Sys-
tem. Although I would have liked to 
see HR 38 pass on its own merits, it is 
possible the addition of HR 4477 may 
help speed the passage of the com-
bined bill.  
 To touch on a thought that I 
am sure is going through your mind, 
yes I am aware of the potential for 
abuse with any reporting to NICS, 
and yes we are all aware of the abuse 
here in NY by Cuomo. Like the Tax 
bill that Trump passed, you need to 
ask yourself if a handful of corrupt 
states should hold back the progress 
of a nation. If this joint bill is passed, 
name me another victory of this mag-
nitude that has happened for gun 
owners in your lifetime. 
 Congressional Bill HR 3576, 
The Second Amendment Guarantee 
Act introduced by Congressman 
Chris Collins is still in committee 
awaiting additional co-sponsors. This 

bill, if passed, will eliminate a state’s 
ability to enact regulations on rifles 
and shotguns that exceeds federal 
regulations. States like New York, 
California, Maryland and New Jersey 
will no longer be able to further in-
fringe on the Constitutional rights of 
lawful gun owners. Pistol grips, for-
ward grips, standard capacity 30 
round magazines, telescopic stocks 
and many other cosmetic features will 
again be available in New York! How 
can you help pass this bill? Simple, 
contact your family, friends and co-
workers across the nation. Ask them 
to contact their Congressional Repre-
sentative and tell them to co-sponsor 
bill HR 3576. Like HR 38, National 
Reciprocity, this is a national bill that 
needs national support. How many of 
you are on firearms forums?  Post this 
on all of them asking the readers to 
do the same. Ask your family, friends 
and co-workers nationwide to do the 
same. Networking works. I have been 
in constant contact with Rep. Collins 
office in D.C. and they are very ex-
cited over this bill and feel the politi-
cal climate is ripe for this kind of 
change, but they need our help. 
 As a grass roots organization 
we are always reaching out to our 
members for assistance. The simple 
fact is that we are volunteers, which 
means that many of us must be gain-
fully employed to pay bills. Please 
consider reaching out to your chapter 
chairman and offer to help. There are 
times when simple but important 
tasks need to be performed. A phone 
call contacting members that have let 
their membership lapse, picking up a 
printing order. Helping to set up and 
take down a meeting place can help 
streamline chapter operation. Please 
help where you can. 
 On January 20th the Dela-
ware County Committee applied for 
chapter status at the first quarterly 
directors meeting in Syracuse, NY. 
Although I am writing this on January 
17th, I am confident that Chairperson 

(Continued on page 5) 
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bers of SCOPE, the NRA, or any 
other Second Amendment organiza-
tion. Those are the folks we need to 
reach. Many of those are people you 
know, help us get the message out. 
 The only thing we need to 
defeat Cuomo in 2018 is a lot of hard 
work, and commitment from each one 
of us. We’ll be calling on all of you to 
help us educate gun owners on the 
importance of the 2018 election. Help 
us get gun owners registered to vote, 
and then make sure they vote on No-
vember 6, 2018. We need an unprece-
dented voter turn out, with your help 
we can turn the tide in 2018. Visit 
S C O P E ’ s  n e w  w e b  s i t e , 
www.scopny.org for information on 
voting and links to the board of elec-
tions where you’ll find the informa-
tion necessary to register to vote. 
 

(Continued from page 1) 
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Mail to SCOPE, PO Box 165 East Aurora, NY 14052  

“There are almost 4 million 
gun owners in New York. 

 

Cuomo got 2.1 million votes 
in 2014. Do the math!” 

 

Andrea Elliot along with the officers 
and members of Delaware County 
will be recognized for their organiza-
tion, activities and support of The 2nd 
Amendment. Welcome Aboard!   
 As you read this many of 
you have seen the new SCOPE web-
site. If not please visit the site and 
share it through social media and 
email www.ScopeNY.org This new 
website will streamline information 
sharing, online membership signup 
and renewal. It incorporates the latest 
in technology and presents a profes-
sional image of our membership 
while attracting new members and 
educating members of the political 
arena. I would like to thank Barry Alt 
of A2Z Enhanced Digital Solutions 
for his dedication and professionalism 
throughout this project. Barry is also 
a SCOPE member and worked tire-
lessly with SCOPE Administrative 
Assistant Sue Maressa to bring this 
project to fruition. 
 I wish everyone happiness 
and well being in the coming year. If 
there is anything I can do please feel 

f r e e  t o  c o n t a c t  m e  a t 
don.hey@scopeny.org 

(Continued from page 4) 

Go to: www.SCOPEny.org 

Mail to: SCOPE Membership, PO Box 165 East Aurora NY 14052  
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The “State” of 
Home Defense in 
the Empire State 
By Harold Moskowitz 
 
 As I sit writing this, I am 
transfixed by the image of split logs 
being consumed by the flames in my 
stove.  The radiating warmth sheds a 
feeling of protective safety from the 
sub-freezing world outside.  Yet, if 
this moment of tranquility were to be 
suddenly shattered by a home inva-
sion, my life would change forever. 
 In New York State, you have 
a “duty to retreat” from impending 
violence.  You must attempt retreat 
even into the sub-freezing tempera-
ture outside.  You may use deadly 
force only if you are confronted by 
imminent lethal force and have no 
option for retreat.  In any case, your 
use of lethal force can change your 
life forever.  The responding law en-
forcement officer will likely place 
you under arrest.  Your firearms will 
probably be confiscated. 
 A District Attorney will ask 
the arresting officer if any provisions 
of the S.A.F.E. Act had been violated.  
A grand jury of total strangers would 
get to decide whether or not you will 
be indicted for murder in some de-
gree.  One would like to think that the 
grand jury panelists would be unbi-
ased but considering the divisive, 
polarized state of society today, that 
assumption might be unrealistic.  
 True, it has been said that it 
is better to be “tried by twelve rather 
than to be carried by six.”  However, 
your legal bills could cripple your 
economic wellbeing.  The invader 
might have had a “rap sheet” as long 
as your arm but the prosecution will 
portray him as a “family person” 
popular in his neighborhood.  If he 
had been a young adult, it will be said 
that he would have become an out-
standing college student athlete, sci-
entist, pastor, … fill in the blank.  It 
will likely be claimed that your ac-

tions cut short a young life filled with 
promise. 
 This nightmare could happen 
at any time to any firearm owner ex-
ercising the right to home defense in 
our state.  Were “defense” cartridges 
used? The prosecutor might suggest 
that you were just “itching” to see 
what type of damage to human flesh 
could be done by such rounds.   
 Perhaps you only wounded 
the invader.  Your problems are not 
prevented.  Unlike some states, New 
York does not prohibit civil law suits 
arising from legitimate acts of self-
defense.  The invader or, if deceased, 
his family will likely sue you.  Was 
his spinal cord severed, leaving him 
an immobile paraplegic?  You could 
be expected to pay, to some degree, 
for his huge medical bills and life-
long special needs requirements.  
Was an alleged promising career with 
high earning potential “destroyed” by 
your bullet?  The jury might decide 
on a large monetary judgment against 
you with payments extending years 
into the future. 
 Yes, one’s life can change in 
seconds.  How much time do we have 
for determining whether or not the 
use of lethal force is required for 
home or self-defense?  Can one accu-
rately assess in the dim light of night 
whether an intruder has a long knife 
or firearm?  Is it a real gun or a rep-
lica?  What if there were two invad-
ers?  Add to that tunnel vision which 
comes with the adrenaline rush.  An 
anti-gun district attorney will proba-
bly not heavily weigh such mitigating 
factors when urging the grand jury for 
an indictment or a guilty verdict at 
trial. 
 Clearly, the “rules of en-
gagement” in our state are out of step 
with the needs of self-preservation in 
our unraveling civil society.  Is there 
a solution to district attorneys who 
use their anti-gun bias to destroy your 
life or at least your Second Amend-
ment right to own a firearm in the 
future?  Many residents are seriously 
contemplating resettling in other 
states to avoid the increasingly anti-

gun bias of state officials. 
 Unlike New York, forty-six 
states allow some use of the common 
law doctrine called the “Castle Doc-
trine.”  It is a set of principles placed 
into laws allowing people to use 
“reasonable” force, including lethal 
force while inside the structure in 
which they regularly live.  It allows 
for deadly force to be used as justifi-
able homicide when the home de-
fender “reasonably” fears potentially 
lethal force or serious harm to himself 
or to another person.   
 It may seem impossible at 
the moment.  However, if the millions 
of state gun owners:  Republicans, 
Democrats, Liberals, Conservatives, 
and Libertarians want to change the 
home-defense scenario described in 
this article, then things don’t have to 
remain this way forever.  Pay atten-
tion to elections, especially those for 
district attorneys. Volunteer time to 
help pro-Second Amendment candi-
dates.  Donate to them and to SCOPE
-PAC.  Over time, politicians respond 
to large, active, dedicated interest 
groups.  Miracles do happen! 

Advertising in 
FIRING LINES 

 
If you would like to 

advertise, 
please call 

or e-mail SCOPE 
We will be happy 

to assist you in 
composing and 
placing an ad 

 
(315) 27SCOPE 

admin@scopeny.org 
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Three Ways To 
Talk To Parents 
Who Fear Guns 
By Brad Fitzpatrick 
 
  When I brought my newborn 
daughter home from the hospital, my 
wife and I received a lot of advice, 
both solicited and unsolicited, on 
topics ranging from sleep cycles to 
feeding to treating diaper rash and 
colic. Most of the advice was 
thoughtful, and it helped me wade 
through those first few exhausting 
weeks of fatherhood. But one particu-
lar directive struck me: A woman that 
came by the house to give my daugh-
ter’s cheeks a squeeze, stuck a bent 
finger in my face, and said, “You 
need to do something about all those 
guns. Keep them locked up, at least.” 
  Admittedly, I know precious 
little about diaper rash or colic, but I 
know guns. And I could read between 
the lines when she said “keep them 
locked up, at least.” Translation: You 
really should get rid of your guns 
because you have a kid. 
  I grew up in a house with 
guns. Maybe you did too. If guns 
were innately dangerous we wouldn’t 
have made it this far in life. But there 
are those that feel that all guns are 
dangerous, in large part because the 
only exposure they have to firearms 
comes via news outlets that 
paint all guns and gun owners 
with a broad, bloody brush. 
There will come a day when my 
daughter will climb onto the 
school bus for the first time and 
step out into the big world. And 
I know too that she will make 
friends with kids whose parents 
don’t want their child hanging 
out with that gun writer. So, 
how do we handle those par-
ents? How do we help them to 
understand that just because I 
own guns does not make me 
irresponsible? Here are a few 
key points that you need to 

keep in mind when talking to parents 
who don’t want their child playing in 
a house with guns. 
  1. Find Common Ground: 
The parent who refuses to allow their 
child to come to a house with fire-
arms doesn’t want their child to be 
hurt or killed. Guess what? I am a 
parent, I have guns, and I don’t want 
to see my child or anyone else’s hurt 
or killed, either. Guns are like auto-
mobiles, votes or gasoline and 
matches in that their use—good or 
bad—depends on the merit of the 
individual who controls them. 
Frankly, there are people with whom 
my daughter doesn’t ride in a car, not 
because cars are inherently bad, but 
because I don’t trust the driver. 
 2. Educate: 
The first key to dealing with a parent 
who is anti-gun is not to engage in a 
war of words but rather to explain to 
them that the myths perpetuated by 
anti-gun outlets are not true. Tell 
them that, as a gun owner and a par-
ent, you are acutely aware of the fact 
that irresponsible gun handling can 
lead to injury, but help them under-
stand that groups like the NSSF and 
NRA are working to help educate 
people about safe gun handling. 
There’s a widespread notion among 
anti-gun forces that groups like the 
NRA are somehow against gun 
safety, which could not be further 
from the truth. Tell these parents that 
gun groups are at the forefront of gun 

safety, leading the charge toward bet-
ter security for firearms and gun edu-
cation for all. Ask them if they’ve 
ever shot a gun and invite them to the 
range, or invite them to review NRA 
safety programs designed for kids, 
like Eddie Eagle. 
  3. Shoulder the Responsibil-
ity: 
I don’t know your kid. I don’t know 
if they’ve had any exposure to guns 
save the endless theatrical violence 
they witness in television and movies, 
but I’m certainly not going to allow 
my guns to reach your child’s hands. 
The responsibility of safe gun han-
dling lies on the shoulders of gun 
owners, and we need to accept that 
responsibility. That’s a powerful mes-
sage to advocates of strict gun con-
trol; I don’t believe that this responsi-
bility lies with the government but 
rather with the individual, and to pre-
serve that right I intend to take care to 
see that my guns are safe and secure. 
Parents ultimately have the right to 
allow their child to go or not go into 
anyone’s home. But it needs to be 
understood that if you don’t allow 
your child to come to my home for 
fear that there are guns then that is an 
attitude of ignorance, and it perpetu-
ates the belief that all guns  
(and all gun owners) are bad. 
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Louis J. 
Trombino II 
June 10,1952 ~ January 2, 
2018 
 
  We, as fellow members of 
Wayne County SCOPE, wish to 
honor and preserve the memory of 
Louis Trombino by dedicating our 
efforts in 2018 to the restoration of 
the civil and Constitutional rights 
stripped from us by the “SAFE” Act.   
  These efforts will be a trib-
ute to Lou as a dedicated husband, 
father, grandfather and a generous 
human being. Lou was a strong per-
sonal rights advocate. He and his 2nd 
Amendment rights advocacy will be 
greatly missed. He was a good friend 
and a stand-up guy who would be 
there for you in a bad situation. A 
friend marveled that Lou was so light 

on his feet for a big man, and said 
“his marksmanship was only outdone 
by his terrific sense of humor (which 
was invaluable in awful times)”.  

  We were shocked and sad-
dened by Lou's sudden passing. He 
was one terrific guy...and he will be 
greatly missed by all who knew him 
as a smart, kind-hearted man. Know-

ing him through SCOPE has been a 
blessing to all of us. He will not be 
forgotten. Truly a great guy and a 
wonderful friend! 

S.C.O.P.E., Inc. Scholarship Recipient     Liz Krenzer 
 
August, 2017, a final payment of $500.00 was sent to Jase Briggs who has been receiving this Schol-
arship to start each of his four years of college.  Upon request, Jase has put together a brief article on 
how his last four years have come together and he gave permission to share this with the S.C.O.P.E. 
membership. S.C.O.P.E., Inc. would like to share with everyone, one of the great things SCOPE has 
been doing. 

We pray that 
our brother rest 

in peace. 
He will live on 
in the hearts 

and memories 
of loved ones 
and friends. 
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www.SCOPEny.org 
We are pleased to announce the launch of the New SCOPE Website. The long awaited site is all new 
from the ground up with updated graphics and a user friendly interface.  
 
Key features of the new website: 
 

• Online new membership registration and renewal 
• Member ability to login securely to their profile and update their information 
• Members will have the ability to print out their membership cards 
• The system will send out automated renewal reminders and invoices 
• Built on a content management system that will allow for quick updates 
• Mobile device ready 
• Event notifications 
• More Google friendly 
• Built in search 

 

In the coming weeks and months more, pages and information will be uploaded enhancing the site 
and making for a more informative and educational destination. Merchandise will be added soon.   
 

As a member we ask that you share this website through family, friends and social media. With your 
help SCOPE will be able to reach more people interested in our mission and enhance our presence in 
the political arena.  
 

The new SCOPE site was designed and developed by Barry Alt and Paul Lowens from A2Z En-
hanced Digital Solutions, LLC.Barry and Paul are both active members of the SCOPE Wayne County 
Chapter. 
 

Thank you also to the SCOPE Website 
Committee 
 
   -  Tim Andrews,  SCOPE President 
   -  Don Hey, SCOPE Chairman of the Board 
   -  Joe McAdams, SCOPE Media Director 
      & Board Member at Large 
   -  Susan Maressa, SCOPE Administrative Asst. 
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SCOPE Member Clubs 
 

 The following are clubs that are 
members of SCOPE. If you plan to join a 
club, please try to join one that is a 
SCOPE member. If your club would like 
to become a SCOPE club member please 
give SCOPE a call or drop us an E-mail. 
 
5 Point Rod & Gun Club 
Adirondack Conservation Council 
Adirondack Federation of Sports Clubs, Inc. 
Alabama Hunt Club 
Alfred Rod & Gun Club 
Allegany County Federation of Sportsman 
Allied Sportsmen of WNY Inc 
Almond Rod & Gun Club, Inc. 
A-ON-DO-WA-NUH Sportsmans Club, Inc. 
Athens Sportsmans Club 
Attica Rod & Gun Club, Inc 
Bailey Mountain Fish & Game Club, Inc. 
Baldwinsville Rod & Gun Club, Inc. 
Barre Sportsmens Club 
Barrington Rifle Club 
Bath Rod & Gun Club, Inc. 
Big Game Recovery 
Big M Game Club 
Bison City Rod & Gun Club Inc 
Black Rock Fish & Game Club 
 of Cornwall, Inc. 
Blasdell Rod & Gun Club 
Bog Trotters Rifle & Pistol Club Inc 
Boston Valley Conservation Society 
Branchport Rod & Gun Club Inc. 
Bridgeport Rod & Gun Club, Inc. 
Broome County Sportsmen's Assoc Inc. 
Buckhorn Sportsmens Club,Inc. 
Buffalo Revolver & Rifle Club, Inc. 
Burlington Flats Fish & Game Club, Inc. 
Busti Trap Club 
Camden Rod & Gun Club 
Camillus Sportsmens Club 
Canandaigua Lake Duck Hunters, Inc. 
Canandaigua Sportman's Club, Inc. 
Canisteo Rod & Gun Club, Inc. 
Cattaraugus Rod & Gun Club 
Cayuga County Sportsmen's Association, Inc. 
Chemung County Rod & Gun Club, Inc. 
Chestnut Ridge Rod & Gun Club 
Clarence Shooting Club 
Community Conservation Club 
Conesus Lake Sportsmen's Club, Inc. 
Conservation Club of Brockport 
Dalton Gang Sportsmen Club, Inc. 
Dansville Fish & Game Protective Assoc., Inc 
Deer Search of WNY, Inc. 
Deerfield Fish & Game Club 
Delchenego Rod & Gun Club, Inc. 
Depew Rod & Gun Club 
Dunham's Bay Fish & Game Club 
Dutchess County 
 Sportsmen's Association, Inc. 
East Hook Sportsmen 
Eden-North Collins Gun Club 
Elbridge Rod & Gun Club, Inc. 
Ellicottville Sportsmen's Club 
Elma Conservation Club 
Erie County Conservation Society Inc 
Essex County Fish & Game League, Inc. 

Evans Rod & Gun Club, Inc 
Federated Sportsmens Clubs 
 of Cattaraugus Cty 
Four Point Rod & Gun Club, Inc. 
Franklinville Conservation Club 
Genesee/Wyoming Pheasants Forever 
 Chapter 843 
Glen-Coe Conservation Society Inc 
Gorham Coon Hunters 
Gouverneur Rod & Gun Club, Inc. 
Gowanda Rifle Club, Inc. 
Grand Island Rod & Gun Club, Inc. 
Grape Country Coon Hunters Assoc. 
Greenway Verona Mills 
 Fish & Game Club, Inc. 
Hamburg Rod & Gun Club Inc 
Harder O'Donnell Post 734 American Legion 
Hartland Conservation Club 
Hawkeye Bowman, Inc. 
Helderberg Rod & Gun Club 
Hendrick Hudson Fish & Game Club, Inc. 
Hidden Valley Lodge 
Hoisingtons NY Ranging Co. 1776 
Hol-Field Rod & Gun Club 
Holland Rod & Gun Club 
Holley Rod & Gun Club 
Honeoye Fish & Game Club, Inc. 
Hornell Sportsman Club 
Hudson Valley Sportsmen's  Association 
Ilion Fish & Game Club 
Indian Lake/Blue Mountain 
 Fish & Game Assoc. 
Irondequoit Fish & Game Club 
Iroquois Rod & Gun Club, Inc. 
Junior Wilson Sportsmen Club, Inc. 
Lackawanna Conservation Inc 
Lake Keuka Chapter, Izaak Walton League 
Lima Gun Club, Inc. 
Lime Lake Sportsman's Club, Inc. 
Lockport Conservation Club 
Lodi Rod & Gun Club, Inc. 
Long Lake Fish & Game Club 
Lowville Fish & Game Club 
Lyons Rod & Gun Club 
Mendon Conservation League 
Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club, Inc. 
Middlesex Conservation Club 
Millgrove Sportsmen's Club, Inc. 
Millport Hunting & Fishing Club, Inc. 
Mohawk Rifle & Pistol Club Inc 
Neighbors Gun Club, Inc. 
New Paltz Rod and Gun Club, Inc. 
New York Houndsmen 
 Conservation Association 
Newark Rod & Gun Club 
Newfield Rod & Gun Club 
Niagara County Sportmen's Assn. 
Niagara Frontiersmen Pistol Club 
North Forest Rod & Gun Club, Inc. 
North Star Sportsman's Club 
North Woods Sportsmens Association, Inc. 
Northern Chautauqua Rifle & Pistol Club 
Northern Dutchess Rod & Gun Club, Inc. 
Norton Hill Wildlife Club, Inc 
Oatka Fish & Game Club, Inc. 
Olean Rod & Gun Club Inc 
Outlet Rod & Gun Club, Inc 
Oxford Rod & Gun Club, Inc. 
Painted Post Field & Stream Club 

Pine City Sportsmen's Club, Inc. 
Randolph Rod & Gun Club, Inc. 
Red Creek Conservation Club, Inc. 
Ripley Rod & Gun Club 
Rochester Brooks Gun Club 
Rochester Rifle Club 
Rockdale Rod & Gun Club 
Rushford Lake Conservation Club 
Safari Club International WNY Chapter Inc. 
Sara Spa Rod & Gun Club 
Saranac Lake Fish & Game Club, Inc 
Schroon Lake Fish & Game Club, Inc. 
Scio Rod & Gun Club 
Seneca County Federation 
 of Sportsmen's Clubs 
Shawangunk Fish & Game Association, Inc. 
Shortsville Rod & Gun Club, Inc 
Sodus Bay Sportmans Club 
Somerset Conservation Club, Inc 
Sons of American Legion Squadron 734 
South Bristol Fish & Game Association Inc. 
Sportsman Coonhunters Association 
Sportsmen's Club of Clifton Park 
Springville Field & Stream Club, Inc. 
Square Deal Sportsmen Inc. 
Stamford Rod & Gun Club, Inc. 
Steuben Co.Federation of Conservation Clubs 
Syracuse Pistol Club 
Ten-X Shooting Club Inc 
Tonawandas Sportsmen's Club 
Trumansburg Rifle & Pistol Club 
Tupper Lake Sportsmens Club 
Twin City Shooting Club, Inc. 
Veterans of America Gun Club 
Victor Rod & Gun Club 
Walker Valley Sportsman's Club, Inc. 
Waterloo Rifle & Pistol Club, Inc. 
Watertown Sporstmen Inc. 
Wayne County Federation of Sportmen's Clubs 
West Falls Conservation Society, Inc. 
Westfield Fish & Game Club, Inc 
Whortlekill Rod & Gun Club, Inc 
Williamson Conservation & Sporting Club 
Wolcottsville Sportsman's Club 
Wyoming Conservation Association, Inc 
Wyoming County Wildlife Federation 
Yates Carlton Lakeshore Sportsman Club 
Yates County Federation 
 of Conservation Clubs 
Yates County Sportsmen's Association 
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SCOPE Business 
Associate 
Membership 
 
 Show your support for our 
2nd Amendment rights with a Busi-
ness Associate Membership.  Dues 
are $50 annually, or $250 for a 
Sponsor level membership.  Mem-
bers will receive a window sign to 
display, a listing on our website 
and contact information.  We will 
also supply them with membership 
applications and a supply of each 
issue of the Firing Lines for their 
store.   Sponsors will also receive 
a wall plaque for display in their 
store.  
 

Application on page 14 

SCOPE PAC needs 
donations 

 
Help elect Representatives 

Who believe in the Second Amendment. 
 

scopepac.com  
 

We Need Your 
Help to 

Defeat the 
politicians 

trying to steal 
YOUR 
Second 

Amendment 
Rights! 

 

Donate to 
SCOPE PAC 

Page 3 

Congratulations 
Delaware County! 

 

S.C.O.P.E.s latest committee 
to become a chapter 
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What We Need 
By Attilio A. Contini 
 
 I just finished reading the 
December issue of IMPRIMIS. I am 
sure many members of SCOPE also 
get the Hillsdale College publication. 
This month it had a piece entitled 
“Three Lessons of Statesmanship”, 
written by President Larry P. Arnn. 
He talks about Winston Churchhill, 
the stage leading up to and after 
WWII, of course Statesmanship, and 
the situation we face today here in the 
United States. 
 His point that draws me to 
refer to the article is: That the major-
ity of people here in the US today say 
that they are afraid of our Govern-
ment. Truer words have never been 
said! Why does SCOPE exist? 
 Because we fear what our 
State Government has been doing for 
the past fifty years. The problem has 
grown sublimely and reached a point 
on 1/19/2013 (The SAFE ACT) that 
some of us believe is a crisis. 
 We tried to stop and reverse 
the situation. For practical purposes 
we have failed miserably. Cuomo and 
his henchmen secretly and quickly 
passed The SAFE ACT in a couple of 
days. It will have far reaching conse-
quences very soon. Even most of our 
so called friends in the State Legisla-
ture have been ignoring us for almost 
four years now. 
 Some of our worst fears will 
be falling into place in the coming 
months. Like Churchill in 1940, will 
we have to take an “absolute stand for 
our homeland” (our Constitutional 
Rights) “knowing that utter defeat is 
possible”. 
 Churchill and Great Britain, 
had a savior; the United States of 
America. Who do we have? We have 
the numbers: Four million strong. 
But, we don't seem to have the will, 
motivation, sense of urgency, or lead-
ership. I thought SCOPE was that 
leadership but we seem to have fiz-
zled out. 
 After almost five years most 

of our numbers don't seem to know 
what is going on. Only last week I 
was talking to a very astute 78 year 
old friend, a gun owner, who didn't 
have a clue about the SAFE ACT and 
his need to re-certify. On top of that 
he never votes. 
 What are we waiting for? 
Some people seem to think we are 
going to magically defeat Cuomo in 
November 2018 and elect a pro Con-
stitutional Rights, pro gun Legisla-
ture. I don't think so! 
 The Republican Party does-
n't even have a candidate to challenge 
Cuomo. I doubt they will have candi-
dates to primary all the RINO's in the 
Senate and Assembly. To add insult 
to injury even if they did, it will be 
very hard to reverse the impact of the 
results of the SAFE ACT being im-
plemented between now and January 
2019. We cannot and should not ac-
cept defeat to a minority. 
 Like Churchill warned, Our 

Government has grown totally unac-
countable. We need a “Strategy For 
Commitment and Freedom”. Like it 
or not we have a war on our hands in 
this State. We need the “protection of 
the rights of we the people to control 
our Government”. We need it now 
and fast otherwise we will lose it for-
ever. We desperately need someone 
to step forward and be a leader like 
Winston Churchill was. We need to 
unite, sit down, redefine our plan of 
action, mobilize, and make that plan 
work! 

Our Youth will be 
the Defenders of 2A 
By C. Bruce Kingsley Jefferson/
Lewis SCOPE Chairman 
 
 What better place to inspire 
our youth to enjoy the sport of shoot-
ing than being promoted through their 
schools? The Jefferson/Lewis Chap-
ter of SCOPE has made this our pri-
mary objective to support school trap 
leagues. There are 8 schools that have 
trap leagues in these two counties and 
the numbers are growing. There are 
19 schools and over 350 students in 
leagues across the state. NEW YORK 
STATE HIGH SCHOOL CLAY 
TARGET LEAGUE has a very infor-
mative website nyclaytarget.com that 
has good information of how to get 
students and schools involved. We 
just have to get the courage to talk to 
our schools’ superintendents, and find 
a local gun ranges. The schools in-
volvement is nothing more than in-
forming the youth and their parents. 
 Our chapter is offering thou-

sands of dollars to the leagues an es-
say contest as an enticement to form 
these leagues and keep them active. 
SCOPE needs exposure so the public 
knows who we are and what we stand 
for. We have been busy at numerous 
affairs raising money supporting 
SCOPE and 2A. School trap leagues 
will be our inspiration to continue 
with these efforts. It would be a great 
achievement to have the local news 
media televising a league receiving a 
check for $1000, with the SCOPE 
banner in the background, and kids 
breaking a few clays. 
 The schools have adopted 
the zero tolerance concerning fire-
arms. It would be a good objective for 
SCOPE members to change this atti-
tude. It was just the other year a 10 
year old youth was suspended for 
several days for eating his gram 
cracker into the shape of what ap-
peared to be a firearm. We have to 
change this mentality starting with 
the new media, schools, and legisla-
tors. 
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THE LAW IS NOT 
ALWAYS JUSTICE  
By Budd Schroeder 
 
  There ought to be a 
law.  That is the motto of many peo-
ple who don’t realize how many 
laws there are. Many of them are not 
good laws and many are very con-
fusing.  If you have ever been to a 
law library and looked at the wall, 
you will see books on shelves higher 
than your head and the length that 
covers a long wall.  
  Many of the books on those 
shelves are records of law cases 
which can be used to give more defi-
nition to the written laws and can 
help clarify some of the issues that 
came before a judge and jury.  These 
can have an influence on cases ad-
dressing the same issues.  It is com-
plex and most of the time requires a 
good lawyer to address them.  
  Not all laws are abso-
lute.  Past practices can influence the 
interpretation of issue at hand and 
can discover a loophole in the law. 
Some say that laws that are passed 
need cases in order to know what the 
law really covers and how it should 
be applied.  The complexity of the 
wording in the laws can make a 
good living for lawyers.  Some say 
that is a reason the laws are deliber-
ately complex. 
  Whatever the law says, it 
can cause a problem to the average 
citizen.  In many cases a person is 
charged with an offense that he 
knew nothing about, but the practice 
and the mantra of the courts is that 
“ignorance of the law is no ex-
cuse.”  Lawyers have a huge library 
and an extensive education, yet it 
has been known when a lawyer or 
even a sitting judge is asked a ques-
tion about a provision in the law, the 
answer can be: “I’ll have to look that 
up.” or “I’ll have to research it.” 
  Yet, the average citizen can 
be charged and even convicted of a 
crime because “ignorance of the law 
is not an excuse.”  He even can be 
damaged by just being charged for a 
crime.  Recent events reported in the 
news, have proven that an accusa-
tion can be as effective as a convic-
tion, especially with the scandals 
involving sexual harassment. 
  It used to be that a person 
was considered to be innocent until 
proven guilty.  Now, with the bias of 

media and the desire for reporters to 
gain audience by focusing on scan-
dals, the accusation is sufficient for 
them to build a case that should be 
presented before a judge and jury 
first.  In these cases, the person is 
considered to be guilty until proven 
innocent.  People have been fired or 
resigned their positions just because 
of the accusations. 
  In that type of accusation, it 
is usually a civil case where a person 
does not get the benefit of “beyond a 
reasonable doubt.”  A preponder-
ance of evidence will do nicely for a 
conviction.  In those cases, it takes a 
really good lawyer who is an expert 
in jury selection and in being con-
vincing to them to get a proper ver-
dict. 
  We understand that a per-
son should be charged if there is 
probable cause that he has commit-
ted a crime.  That can be a very sub-
jective standard when it comes to 
law enforcement.  Some are more 
sensitive to potential evidence than 
others and will make an arrest on 
their perception of “probable cause.”  
  Let’s take an example of 
how a person can get damaged dur-
ing this process.  Suppose Joe is 
charged with a crime and is ar-
rested.  He goes before a judge after 
spending a weekend in jail and the 
district attorney convinces the judge 
that the person has committed the 
crime.  The judge can then set bail 
for a trial that can take months to be 
on the calendar. What does the per-
son do? 
  The first thing he should do 
is to be represented by a good law-
yer who knows the system.  Then, 
he has a decision to make.  Should 
he put up bail or spend a couple of 
months in jail.  Most would prefer to 
take the bail option, but many can’t 
afford to meet the bail require-
ment.  That brings in a bail bonds-
man who puts up the money for a 
fee of ten percent of the bail.   
  That way if the bail is 
$100,000 he has to find $10,000 to 
get the bond.  Since he has a job and 
a family to support, he has to work 
and may have to go into debt to 
come up with the ten grand.  Mean-
while, his lawyer is running up bill-
able hours to prepare for the 
case.  Good trial lawyers don’t come 
cheap. 
  Now the unfair part of the 
system unfolds.  He has done this by 

maybe putting a mortgage on his 
house to pay the lawyer and bail 
bondsman.  Two months later the 
police find the person who did com-
mit the crime and Joe is no longer a 
subject.  He is given a release and is 
a free man as he should have been 
from the beginning. 
  His bail bond money is not 
returned to him and the lawyer gives 
him a final bill of another 
$10,000.  He did nothing wrong but 
he is out twenty grand.  The state 
does not have to reimburse him for 
the expenses he should never have 
had. 
  How is that justice?  His 
reputation is ruined and he has been 
severely damaged financially.  The 
emotional toll might be very se-
vere.  However, it is part of the sys-
tem and the system is very good in 
protecting itself.  A man who spent 
19 years in prison for a crime he 
didn’t commit, he got an award of 
$3 million.  This is more than he 
would have earned had he not been 
convicted and sent to prison. 
 However it is likely his 
lawyer got a third of the award and 
how many people would willingly 
sit in jail for 19 years if they were 
told that they could get two million 
dollars for being incarcerated that 
long?   
  Obviously the law isn’t 
perfect and should be changed, but it 
seems that our representatives are 
more inclined to pass more laws to 
put people in ja i l ,  rather 
than providing justice.  Justice de-
layed is justice denied and many 
cases languish for years.  What hap-
pened to “swift and sure justice?” 
  A new year is starting. The 
legislators will be going to the capi-
tols and will be rushing to pass new 
laws.  When they are campaigning, 
wouldn’t it be a good idea for the 
voters to ask them about focusing on 
laws to make the system fair and 
efficient?  How about a slogan of, 
“Make the law and justice equal”? 
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SHOOTER’S COMMITTEE ON POLITICAL EDUCATION (SCOPE, INC) 
PO Box 165, East Aurora, NY 14052  

Business Associate Membership Application 
 

Date of Application___________________  Donation, Annual $50_________   Annual Sponsor $250__________ 

Business Name___________________________________________________________Phone____________________ 

Address____________________________________________________________City __________________________ 

State___________  Zip__________  Fax _______________________________________________________________ 

Mailing address if different__________________________________________________________________________ 

Contact Name & Title______________________________________________________________________________ 

Secondary Contact ________________________________________________________________________________ 

Website_________________________________________ Email___________________________________________ 

Type of business (gun shop, sporting goods, etc.)_________________________________________________________ 

 (Donations to SCOPE are not refundable or tax deductible) 

SCOPE Business 
Associate Members 
 
 The following 
are business members of 
SCOPE. If your business 
would like to become a 
S C O P E  b u s i n e s s 
member please fill out 
the application below. 
 
A.R. Pierrepont Co., Inc. 
154 Berkeley St 
Rochester, NY, 14607 
585-473-3225 
 

Ambrose Mechanical 
Services, Corp. 
71 Lake Meadow Dr 
Rochester, NY, 14612 
585-663-7826 
 

Any Time Ammo 
8 Larkspur Rd 
Ballston Spa, NY, 12020 
518-596-9900 
 
Association of Former 
NYS Troopers, Inc. 
PO Box 362 
Hamlin, NY, 14464-
0362 
585-964-3317 

B & E Electric 
4466 Kipp Rd 
Canandaigua, NY, 
14424 
 
Batavia Marine & 
Sporting Supplies 
411 W Main St 
Batavia, NY, 14020 
585-343-4131 
 
Beecroft's LLC 
11106 Rt 40 
Schaghticoke, NY, 
12154 
518-753-4402 
 
Bill Fox & Son 
Construction & 
Remodeling, LLC 
9346 South St Rd 
LeRoy, NY, 14482 
585-356-4992 
 
Bonded Collection 
Services 
PO Box 305 
Fairport, NY, 14450 
585-223-2089 
 
Brightside 
Communications 

PO Box 2404 
Binghamton, NY, 13902 
607-768-7088 
 
Bullseye Shooters 
Supply 
453 S Hamilton St 
Painted Post, NY, 14870 
607-962-1100 
 
Cast Away Charters & 
Guide Service 
12 Hummingbird Rd 
Coudersport, PA, 16915 
716-560-9216 
 
Champs Mini Mart 
11279 Ridge Rd 
Medina, NY, 14103 
585-798-0048 
 
Ciminelli & Ciminelli 
PPLC 
421 Penbrooke Dr, Ste 2 
Penfield, NY, 14526 
585-235-0980 
 
Creekside Morgans, 
60529 Route 415 
Avoca, NY, 14809-9540 
631-988-6303 
 

Creekside Sports LLC 
409 Main St 
Schoharie, NY, 12157 
518-702-5061 
 
D&J Construction West 
7562 McCarriger Rd 
Ovid, NY, 14521 
607-869-9466 
 
Dick Ferraioli/
Guilderland Pump 
6230 Hawes Rd 
Altamont, NY, 12009 
518-861-8733 
 
Dick's Country Store 
Gun City & Music Oasis 
7429 US Rt 11 
Churubusco, NY, 12923 
518-497-3253 
 
Diversified Dairy 
Products 
496 Kennedy Rd 
Buffalo, NY, 14227 
716-864-1760 
 
Durham Valley Liquor 
Store, Inc. 

(Continued on page 15) 
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395 Rt 20B 
E Durham, NY, 12423 
518-634-7132 
 
Fire and Ice HVAC, 
LLC 
PO Box 257 
Canandaigua, NY, 
14424 
315-760-4822 
 
G. Chipman Insurance 
Agency, Inc. 
360 Grant Ave Rd 
Auburn, NY, 13021 
315-252-8541 
 
Harold's Welding Shop 
1164 E Swamp Rd 
Penn Yan, NY, 14527 
585-554-5178 
 
Hunters Landing 
8348 Lewiston Rd 
Batavia, NY, 14020 
585-343-1474 
 
Legal Shield / ID Shield 
PO Box 364 
Ransomville, NY, 
14131 
716-863-6577 
 
Lincoln Electro 
Mechanic Corp. 
2908 State Rt 209 
Kingston, NY, 12401 
845-339-5686 
 
New York Security 
Training Center LLC 
215 South Main Street 
Newark, NY, 14513 
585-520-4880 
 
Oneida Electric 
5630 Horatio St 
Utica, NY, 13502 
315-733-1311 
 

Oyster Bay Insurance 
27 Pine Hollow Rd 
Oyster Bay, NY, 11771 
516-922-9131 
 
Point Pleasant Firemen's 
Association 
55 Ewer Ave 
Irondequoit, NY, 14622 
585-234-9647 
 
Precision Armament 
Div of PM Research Inc 
4110 Niles Hill Rd 
Wellsville, NY, 14895 
585-593-4975 
 
Rick's Septic Services 
PO Box 2 
Canandaigua, NY, 
14424 
585-797-8346 
 
RJK Guns & Stuff 
868 Hyde St 
Whitney Point, NY, 
13862 
607-692-3346 
 
S&B Products, Inc. 
PO Box 145 
Munnsville, NY, 13409 
315-363-3710 
 

S&S Auto Body, Ken-
Ton  
321 Englewood Ave 
Buffalo, NY, 14223-
2819 
716-834-0183 
 

Sardinia Mini Storage 
PO Box 158 
Sardinia, NY, 14134 
716-807-9963 
 

Seneca Gun Sports 
4705 Ste Rt 14 
Rock Stream, NY, 
14878 
607-243-7243 

Strong Side Defensive 
Firearms Training 
5316 Franklin Rd 
Marion, NY, 14505 
585-506-2978 
 
Take Aim Firearms 
3586 Connie Trail 
Blasdell, NY, 14219 
716-939-0101 
 
The Custom Shop Gun 
Shop 
PO Box 410 
Walworth, NY, 14568 
315-986-1717 
 
The Firing Pin LLC 
8240 Buffalo Rd 
Bergen, NY, 14416 
585-494-0333 
 
The Valley Gun Shop 
1600 Davis Rd 
W Falls, NY, 14170 
716-652-7499 
 
Thunderbird Arms 
7461 Peavy Rd 
Angelica, NY, 14709 
585-466-3090 
 
True American Signs & 
Vehicle Specialties 
678 E. Main St 
Cobleskill, NY, 12043 
518-234-1400 
 
Turnbull Mfg. Co., Inc. 
6680 Rt 5 and 20 
Bloomfield, NY, 14469 
585-657-6338 
 
Williamson Hardware 
PO Box 163 
Williamson, NY, 14589 
315-589-4011 
 
WNY Synthetics/
Amsoil 

3238 Lockport Rd 
Sanborn, NY, 14132 
716-216-4045 
 
www.GoldRushEnergy5
26.com 
390 Lykers Rd 
Central Bridge, NY, 
12035 
518-470-6079 
 
Support the businesses 
that support your 
Rights 
 
Please use a SCOPE 
member business 
whenever you can. 
Don’t forget to tell 
them you found their 
business in the SCOPE 
newsletter.  
 
Want to annoy 
Governor Cuomo?  
Get Your Repeal The 
SAFE Act sign send an 
e - m a i l  t o : 
admin@scopeny.org. 
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Cuomo’s Legacy 
By Tom Reynolds 
 
 Andrew Cuomo said in Syra-
cuse: "I’ve done more for upstate eco-
nomic development than any governor 
in the history of the state of New 
York. With friends like Cuomo, who 
needs enemies? 
 In reality, upstate New York 
jobs’ growth has been less than a 
quarter of the national average with an 
outright loss of manufacturing jobs. 
Cuomo’s “Hunger Games” awards 
have mostly wasted over $3 billion 
supporting such economic develop-
ment projects as bike trails and empty 
film studios.  Some might ask; what 
went wrong?  But the better question 
is; was it ever intended to succeed? 
To answer why Cuomo’s upstate eco-
nomic development policies were 
never meant to succeed and how this 
impacts our defense of the 2nd 
Amendment, it is necessary to first 
understand the political situation in 
New York. 
 In the two legislative bodies 
which control New York State gov-
ernment, the leaders of the majority 
party in the legislatures (Speaker in 
the Assembly and Majority Leader in 
the Senate) are extremely powerful 
and little gets done without their per-
sonal approval.  Cuomo’s party con-
trols the New York Assembly with 
106 of 150 seats, about 75 of which 
are New York City area Democrats, 
so there is no real hope of change in 
the NY Assembly.  Of the 63 seats in 
the NY Senate, the Democrats control 
31, the Republicans control 31 and 1 
is held by a Brooklyn Senator named 
Simcha Felder who ran on both the 
Republican and Democrat lines.  
Senator Felder caucuses with the Re-
publicans which gives them the ma-
jority, by one vote, and allows them to 
elect a Republican Majority Leader to 
control the Senate.  (If you are won-
dering why a Brooklyn Senator sits 
with the Republicans, his district 
voted for Mitt Romney and Donald 
Trump in the last two presidential 
elections.)  A Republican Majority 

leader in the Senate prevents much of 
Cuomo’s and NY City’s anti 2A cra-
ziness from becoming law. 
 So, the only thing keeping 
Cuomo from complete political con-
trol of the state hangs by a thread.  If 
Felder should change and caucus with 
the Democrats or if one seat flips in 
the upcoming election, Cuomo con-
trols the Senate and will be goodbye 
2nd Amendment and farewell to Up-
state. 
 The above facts are pretty 
much indisputable, which brings us 
back to the question, of why Cuomo’s 
economic development plans were 
never meant to substantially help up-
state New York.  The answer lies in 
Cuomo’s backup plan to gain the ma-
jority in the NY Senate so a Democrat 
becomes the powerful Majority 
Leader.  In 2020, there will be a na-
tional census and in 2021 the legisla-
tive districts will be redistricted to 
reflect that census.  When the popula-
tion shifts more to the New York City 
area, it will gain Senate seats 
(Democrats for sure), Upstate will 
lose Republican seats and the Major-
ity Leader will become Democrat 
(and most likely a NY City Democ-
rat).  
 Cuomo’s economic policies 
have not stopped population loss in 
Upstate but do support his goal of a 
Democratic Senate based on NY City.  
When jobs disappear the population 
follows them. Out-migration to other 
states has exceeded in-migration from 
other states, even in NY City.  While 
Upstate NY’s total population has 
shrunk, NY City’s total population 
has grown slightly because of immi-
gration.  (Did you really believe Sanc-
tuary Cities were all about social jus-
tice?)  Cuomo just needs to continue 
the current trends and he is guaranteed 
Senate control in 2022 as Senate seats 
shift from Upstate to the NY City 
area.   
 Cuomo and Democrats don’t 
mind wasting billions of taxpayer 
dollars on failed economic projects in 
order to gain political control through 
a depopulated Upstate.  Remember, 
Cuomo proposes economic plans for 

Upstate which emphasize tourism and 
agriculture, which just happen to be 
the two lowest paying sectors of the 
economy and many of those jobs are 
seasonal.  While I, and probably many 
of you, like tourism and agriculture, 
who would try to build a strong Up-
state economy based on the lowest 
paying sectors of the economy? 
 The answer, of course, is 
Andrew Cuomo, since he does not 
want a strong upstate economy. 
 Cuomo’s plan was multi-
faceted as one of his other major ini-
tiatives has been consolidation under 
the guise of budget savings.  But most 
savings are illusory and consolidating 
governments makes the state easier to 
control from Albany.  It’s easier to 
control 63 counties than the hundreds 
of towns and villages - none of which 
are located in NY City - and Cuomo is 
all about control! 
 One tragedy in all this is the 
human cost of Cuomo’s plan, which 
he callously ignores.  Families with 
long histories in Upstate NY are being 
torn apart as sons and daughters must 
seek jobs in other states.  NY has a 
huge, state funded, system of higher 
education but, after NY taxpayers 
have funded their education, the 
graduates must move to other states to 
find a job.     
 That’s the problem, but what 
is the solution?  What can we do to 
stop the Cuomo express since he is 
well on his way to depopulating Up-
state and declaring 2A obsolete?   
 Most immediately, we have 
to maintain control of the NY Senate 
or Cuomo’s plan is inevitable.  This 
means holding all thirty one Republi-
can seats in 2018 and flipping some of 
the current Democratic seats.  Where 
are the potential flips?  Of the thirty 
one Democratic Senators, only 5 are 
located outside of the NY City area 
stronghold: one each in Buffalo, Syra-
cuse and Albany and two on Long 
Island.  While we, in Upstate, tend to 
ignore Long Island, it should be noted 
that the two Long Island Democratic 
seats just flipped from Republican in 

(Continued on page 17) 
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the 2016 election and by small mar-
gins.  It’s quite possible that these two 
seats are better candidates for flipping 
than the three in Upstate. (The City of 
Albany, for instance, has not had a 
Republican mayor since the 1920’s.)
Pro 2A groups in Upstate need to 
push our Upstate politicians and Up-
state political committees and the 
state Republican committee to field 
strong candidates on Long Island and 
then we must financially support 
those candidates.  It’s important to 
flip some seats no matter where they 
may be. 
 We need to get Upstate resi-
dents registered and voting.  NY City 
Democrats don’t vote heavily in off 
year elections such as 2018 and both 
the governorship and Senate seats 
could be at risk if we can motivate 
people to register and vote in order to 
save their jobs, their rights and their 
families. Effective registration and get
-out-to-vote campaigns are vital. 
 The pro 2A community can 
seek and work with allies in unrelated 
areas; groups that share our dislike of 

Cuomo and understand the need to 
save Upstate. The greatest threat that 
Cuomo’s plan faced was hy-
drofracked gas since that would have 
turned around the upstate economy 
and increased population more than 
enough to offset NY City’s growth 
due to immigration.  We only need to 
look a few miles south of the NY bor-
der to understand why hydro-fracking 
would ruin Cuomo’s plans.   We may 
not agree with these groups on all the 
issues but we certainly agree far less 
with Cuomo and NY City Democrats. 
 These other groups need to 
apply the same logic to their efforts.  
There are 4 to 6 million gun owners 
in NY State but in the 2014 guberna-
torial election there were less than 4 
million votes cast. By my calculation, 
only a little more than 1 million gun 
owners may have voted.  There is a 
group ripe for cultivating the vote 
since Cuomo’s 2013 gun control leg-
islation, the Safe Act, is a major issue.  
They may not like guns or perhaps 
some gun owners don’t like fracking 
but I’ll bet that almost all dislike 
Cuomo more.  We must focus on the 

bigger picture which is to save Up-
state (and thus 2A) from Cuomo and 
the NY City Democrats. 
 Of course, it’s well estab-
lished the two major impediments to 
NY State’s economy are high taxes 
and stifling regulations.  But that will 
not change until we change gover-
nors.  While we may not see much 
effect in NYS, for the reasons I’ve 
described, we have just seen what a 
change in Washington can do for the 
economy in most states.  A change in 
governors could work wonders for the 
economy. 
 Finally, we need to let our 
upstate politicians know that we are 
not fooled by the “Trojan Horse” eco-
nomic policies of Andrew Cuomo.  
We must insist on incentives that are 
effective and do not throw away tax-
payer dollars on programs that were 
never intended to succeed.  

(Continued from page 16) 

“There are almost 4 million gun 
owners in New York. 

 

Cuomo got 2.1 million votes 
in 2014.  

Do the math!” 

Do states have rights 
or powers granted in 
the US Constitution? 
By Edwin Taber 
 
 In this article I will be ad-
dressing states rights as they apply to 
the Second Amendment and I will be 
referencing Webster's 1828 Diction-
ary since it reflects the definition of 
words used in the US Constitution. 
 Right - Just claim; immunity; 
privilege. All men have a right to the 
secure enjoyment of life, personal 
safety, liberty and property. We deem 
the right of trial by jury invaluable, 
particularly in the case of crimes. 
Rights are natural, civil, political, 
religious, personal, and public. 
 Power – the right of govern-
ing. 
 “The powers not delegated to 
the United States [all the states] by the 
Constitution, nor prohibited by it to 
the states [individual] are reserved to 
the states respectively, or to the peo-

ple.” The Tenth Amendment 
 Respectively – as relating to 
each. 
 What is an example of a pro-
hibition to the state in the US Consti-
tution? 
 In the Second Amendment 
there is a prohibition to the states. 
 The Second Amendment 
says: “A well regulated militia, being 
necessary to the security of a free 
state, the right of the people to keep 
and bear arms, shall not be infringed”. 
 The individual states are 
prohibited by the words “shall not be 
infringed”. 
 Prohibit means to forbid or 
to interdict by authority. 
 The word shall means the 
authors wished to express determina-
tion with the implication of an author-
ity to enforce. 
 Interdict means to prohibit. 
 Infringe means to violate, 
either positively by contravention, or 
negatively by non-fulfillment or ne-
glect of performance. 
 Contravention means a de-

feating of the operation or effect. 
 A state's power to govern has 
restrictions such as the one imposed in 
the Second Amendment. The Consti-
tution does not permit any state action 
forbidding any part of the Second 
Amendment. A state cannot attempt to 
defeat the intent and purpose of the 
Second Amendment by statute, policy 
or regulation. 
 A state cannot neglect to 
support and defend the Second 
Amendment. The prohibition of this 
particular power to govern to the 
states as stated by “shall not be in-
fringed” in the Second Amendment is 
expressed with determination for 
compliance and with an unqualified 
intent to enforce. 
 The prohibition extends to 
the people as well since it the duty of 
citizens to participate in the security 
of the state and they cannot refuse any 
call to militia duty except on religious 
scruples as this would clearly be an 
infringement. 
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Finding our Voice 
A Woman’s 
Perspective 
By Andrea Elliott. Chair, Delaware 
County 
 
 I spent 6 years of my early 
life living on an Air Force base in 
Anchorage, Alaska. My dad was a 
pilot who flew search and rescue mis-
sions along the vulnerable coastlines 
of Alaska. We were there when the 
big earthquake devastated the state in 
the early 60’s. My dad shot some 
amazing footage from the plane as he 
flew over the destruction caused by 
this event. While we were safe on the 
base, the outskirts took a huge hit. It 
was then that I realized how powerful 
nature was, and that we had no con-
trol over it, whatsoever. 
 Alaska was and is still rug-
ged country. Wildlife and weather are 
your biggest challenges. Not just 
military personnel had a firearms 
collection, all Alaskans did, because 
moose and grizzlies were both plenti-
ful and bold. Having a high powered 
rifle, a shotgun and a few pistols were 
standard necessities, like your 
toothbrush. 
 I remember my dad going on 
hunting and fishing trips when he had 
time off and bringing home duck, 
ptarmigan, moose, caribou, salmon, 
trout and huge king crab. We smoked 
the fish, and made moose burgers and 
caribou hot dogs, as well as various 
sausages and canned goods. I even 
remember picking the buckshot out of 
duck before I ate it. 
  My dad made us a swing in 
the basement with the huge antlers 
from one of his trophies. We would 
sit around while he cleaned the guns 
and explained the whys and hows 
along with the safety rules. We never 
touched his guns – they were off lim-
its – or else! We all grew up with a 
respect for guns and being a military 
family we didn’t question a com-
mand. 
 Sometimes he would take us 
fishing and sometimes I would get to 
hold the rifle (we were always on the 
look out for bears). He would teach 
me how to use the sights but I didn’t 
shoot as I was only 6 years old and 
that gun was huge.  
 Memories like that stay with 
a kid, and I was glad my dad took the 
time to familiarize me with firearms 

and firearm safety. Girls usually did-
n’t get that luxury back in the day, 
unless you lived in the woods or on a 
farm.  
 We led a fairly safe life on 
the base, so needing a gun for protec-
tion from intruders wasn’t why we 
had them, but after dad retired and we 
began living as civilians we noticed 
that not all people were nice. Personal 
defense was now a priority. Times 
were changing and not for the better. 
 We moved to NY when I 
was in High School. The small town 
was still a farming community where 
it was ok to be late to school on open-
ing day, and the guys had their guns 
in the trucks right on school grounds. 
Heck they even had a “Bring your 
gun to school day”. We had a range 
in the school basement and a pistol 
club. Girls were good with that and 
some were members of the team.  
That was in the ‘70’s. 
 Soon that was phased out, 
guns weren’t allowed on school prop-
erty, and kids lost interest in hunting. 
What happened? I think it was elec-
tronics. Everyone got so addicted to 
games and computers and rarely got 
off the couch. Sports teams dwindled 
and some schools barely had enough 
turn out to make a team. 
Parents didn’t hunt anymore as they 
were wrapped up in careers trying to 
make ends meet.  
 But now we live in a differ-
ent world. Evil is everywhere, and 
everyone should be taking steps to 
keep themselves and their families 
safe. Women and children, especially, 
are now taking self defense training 
and more women are becoming pistol 
permit holders. 
 There is much talk today 
about empowering women and how 
we need a voice. Ladies, our voices 
do not have to be loud, offensive, or 
vulgar to make a point. Teach our 
children to use their minds and not 
their mouths, especially not in the 
fashion of the Hollywood elite and 
music icons that many seem to put on 
a pedestal; teach them to choose bet-
ter heroes. The noise in the media is 
such a poor message to be sending 
our young women.  
 The best way to empower 
our girls is to teach them self-defense. 
Teach them to honor their lives and 
the lives of others. Teach them to 
honor their body and protect it.   
 Teach them to be respectable 
leaders, not mindless followers. 

Teach them to be patriotic, stand for 
the flag and recite the pledge of alle-
giance along with you.  
 Teach them to put down 
their phones, take up arms and do 
some target shooting. Teach them 
survival skills. Have them join com-
petitive shooting teams. Support local 
sporting clubs and participate in out-
door activities that get kids away 
from the chaos of school and ques-
tionable influences. 
 When I see dads and their 
daughters in full gear going out on a 
hunt it makes me smile, as the joy on 
their faces is what I remember feeling 
when my dad took me with him to 
hunt.  
 And very importantly, teach 
them about the Constitution and how 
important it is, especially the 2nd 
Amendment. They won’t learn it in 
school.   
 Teach them about voting, 
and how to vet a candidate. Take 
them to meet elected officials and ask 
them questions in a respectful man-
ner.  
 Let’s set a good example for 
the next generation. You will not see 
me or any of my family wearing fake 
vaginas on our heads to protest how 
unfair life is. We will pull on our 
boots, roll up our sleeves and get to 
work – mostly behind the scenes at a 
grassroots level- because that is 
where a good foundation starts. Our 
best voice is our quiet confidence and 
willingness to step outside our com-
fort zone, educate ourselves and oth-
ers in what really matters, and work-
ing together to protect ourselves, our 
families, and our Country. Never 
waste a teaching moment, our future 
depends on the time we put into rais-
ing our children, and our sons and 
daughters are depending on us to 
show them the way and give them a 
firm foundation to build on. Take 
extra time with your daughters, be-
cause they are the future mothers, and 
the hand that rocks the cradle rules 
the world! 
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2018 Elections 
By Richard Rossi 
 
 Well, the holidays have 
passed and we are in a new year. It is 
NOW time for all American Patriot's 
to turn their attention to the upcom-
ing 2018 ELECTIONS . 
  This will be a critical elec-
tion year for the residents of New 
York State, and we need to start 
NOW. We have several races this 
year at both the Federal and State 
levels.  
 We have at the Federal 
level, Senator Gillibrand running 
for re-election.  We need to have a 
'changing of the guard'.  The duo of 
Senator Schumer and Senator Gilli-
brand MUST be broken-up. We have 
two Anti-Rights and Freedom, Anti-
Constitution individuals representing 
'We the People' of New York State in 
office.  They do not represent the true 
Law-abiding American citizens.  
 On the state level, we have 
another opportunity to get rid of Gov-
ernor Cuomo. It is time to 'start 
cleaning house' in Albany and we 
need to start at the top. We need to 
e n d  t h e  ' C o r r u p t i o n ' , 
the 'Dictatorship', the 'Bullying', and 
yes, regain our Rights and Free-
doms, and put an end to partisan poli-
tics and special interest pandering. 
 Fortunately, we NOW have 
another chance to DUMP Cuomo. 
Are you all happy with the NYS 
SAFE ACT Pistol recertification 
process?  Were you all good 'citizens' 
and sent in your form?  I am sure 
every criminal is laughing his/her 
head-off right now. Permit - what is 
that, I don't need one!!! Over the next 
several weeks and months, how many 

of you will find out you have been 
denied your right to carry for some 
obscure reason or due to an error? 
How about for something you said to 
your Dr. or medical assistant? Some-
thing that 'Big Brother' did not like 
and felt you were unfit to have your 
guns. 
 The UPSTATE Citizens 
need and deserve a governor, that is 
for all the people of NYS - NOT just 
the NYC folks.  And don't let anyone 
t e l l  y o u  a n y  d i f f e r e n t  - 
his actions speak volumes louder than 
his 'rhetoric'. 
 Furthermore, OUR NYS As-
sembly Representatives are up for re-
election as well in Albany.  It is time 
to 'clean house'.  We need to install 
our own TERM LIMITS.  It is time 
for a dynamic change.  'We 
the People' need to elect individuals 
who will fight for US - the Hard-
Working, Law-abiding Legal Citizens 
of Up-State.  We need Representa-
tives that will 'stand-up' and 'push-
back' against the NYC Representa-
tives. We need rep's that will ONLY 
compromise when it is good for US - 
Upstate Citizens. We need rep's that 
will vote NO and hold the line against 
the political party-line agendas, and 
UNCONSTITUTIONAL laws. We 
need rep's that will vote as a block to 
ensure our (Up-state) interests are 
FIRST, as well as our RIGHTS/
FREEDOMS as American Citizens. 
 I am sure they will all be on 
the campaign trail very soon looking 
for your re-election vote. The 'good 
old boys' want to keep the status quo, 
'business as usual' and the 'wheeling-
dealing' continues. We will hear, they 
did their best for us; however, they 
did not have the votes, Governor 
Cuomo would veto it anyway etc. 

 Well, I for one, am totally 
disgusted with the same old campaign 
speeches and promises.  They need to 
show me their ACCOMPLISH-
MENTS and  ac tua l l y  what 
t hey DID.  W ha t  b i l l s  d id 
they draft?  What bills did they co-
sponsor?  What DID they personally 
due to achieve a positive result? What 
did they do 'above and be-
yond'? Sitting back and saying they 
voted for this or that bill IS NOT 
ENOUGH. 
 We need to get 'new blood' 
in Albany. The time of the career 
politician needs to end. We tried it 
and it does not work for 'We the Peo-
ple'.  
 Politicians are like diapers - 
they need to be changed fre-
quently. Our Founding Fathers were 
aware of this and their original intent 
was for individuals to serve a term 
and then go back to their original 
public lives and occupations. They 
believed new blood was good for our 
government it brought forth new 
ideas and inspired individuals to do 
what was best for our country. 
 A reminder for the citizens 
in the 102 Assembly District; 
(Greene, Delaware, Schoharie, Ot-
sego, Albany, Ulster, Saugerties and 
Columbia Counties are in the 102 AD 
District).  As you are all aware, As-
semblyman Peter Lopez has resigned 
and his seat is VACANT. Governor 
Cuomo, will - I believe, be authoriz-
ing a 'SPECIAL ELECTION' in 
March or April to fill the va-
cancy.  Time is critical, get to know 
the candidates seeking election. Be an 
informed voter.... Let’s start to make 
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Federal Legislation 
 
  H.R. 38 Support Concealed 
Carry Reciprocity Act of 2017 
This bill would allow a qualified indi-
vidual to carry a concealed handgun 
into or possess a concealed handgun 
in another state that allows individu-
als to carry concealed firearms. 
  A qualified individual must: 
(1) be eligible to possess, transport, 
or receive a firearm under federal 
law; (2) carry a valid photo identifi-
cation document: and (3) carry a 
valid concealed carry permit issued 
by any state or be eligible to carry a 

concealed firearm in his or her state 
of residence. 
  Additionally, the bill speci-
fies that a qualified individual who 
lawfully carries or possesses a con-
cealed handgun in another state: (1) is 
not subject to the federal prohibition 
on possessing a firearm in a school 
zone, and (2) may carry or possess 
the concealed handgun in federally 
owned lands that are open to the pub-
lic. 
  Passed by Congress on De-
cember 6, 2017, 231 support, 198 
opposed. 
  Received by the Senate on 
December 7, 2017 and referred to the 

Senate Judiciary Committee 
  New York State Congres-
sional votes in support: Tom Reed, 
Chris Collins, John Katko, John Faso, 
Elise Stefanik, Claudia Tenney and 
Lee Zeldin.  
  Opposed: Peter King, Tho-
mas Suozzi, Kathleen Rice, Greg 
Meeks, Grace Meng, Nydia Ve-
lazquez, Hakeem Jeffries, Yvette 
Clarke, Jerrold Nadler, Dan Dono-
van, Carolyn Maloney, Adriano 
Espaillat, Joe Crowley, Jose Serrano, 
Eliott Engel, Nita Lowey, Sean Ma-
loney, Paul Tonko, Louise Slaughter-

(Continued on page 23) 



a difference TODAY. 
 I was thinking that the battle for our Second 
Amendment Rights has been going on for years. 
Why? Is it due to our Gun-owning citizens’ lack of 
initiative? Believing our rights will never be taken 
away? The handwriting is on the wall - we have seen 
our Rights slowly being infringed and restricted. 
 We have between 3 and 5 million gun-
owners in NYS alone. We have 10s of millions of 
gun-owners country wide. This can be a POWER-
FUL voting block  IF all the Gun-owners would sup-
port each other. 
 Let me be clear, gun-ownership IS NOT 
restricted to any party affiliation. We have Republi-
cans, Democrats, Independents, Conservatives and 
yes, even some liberals that are gun owners. Yes, 
unfortunately, much of the Anti-gun initiatives are 
being preached by Liberal-Democrats. 
 This is my point, we need the hunters, target 
shooters, competitive shooters, and the CCW com-
munity, any and all citizens that believe is it our right 
to 'Keep and Bear Arms’ etc. to stand united in this 
upcoming 2018 election.  Stand United, I mean 
VOTE for ONLY pro-Second Amendment Candidates 
regardless of your or their political affiliation. YES, 
most of us vote based on a numbers of issues and 
concerns, and YES, some blindly vote party lines. 
 However, IF we unite, in 2018 and VOTE 
as a unified block, WE can send a 'loud and 
clear' message to our elected representatives -DON'T 
INFRINGE ON OUR GUN OWNERSHIP RIGHTS. 
 I am saying for just one election cycle, 
VOTE united. Put an end to our Constitutional in-
fringement. I believe, this will send a clear message 
even to the Liberal/Dems. The Law-abiding Ameri-
can Citizens will NOT have their Rights infringed. 
 A unified vote of 3 to 5 million in mid-term 
elections WILL definitely put Albany on notice. It 
will definitely stop the anti-gun agenda in NYS. We 
hopefully will see the REPEAL of the NYS SAFE 
Act. How many career politicians will fall? How 
many Anti-gun politicians will be defeated? This can 
set the tone for years to come, mess with the law-
abiding gun owners and you’re gone. 
 It is time for the gun-owners to become Pa-
triots. Take a stand for America and our Constitution/
Bill of Rights. We are ALL citizens first, Americans 
First. Party affiliation should be secondary. 
 Start right now, get pro-2nd Amendment 
candidates to run, make sure your fellow sportsmen 
are registered voters. Yes, also the Democratic pro-
second Amendment candidates as well. Contact (E-
mail, write, visit) your reps and let them know, we 
have had enough. Show-up at town hall meetings, 
send letters to the editors of your local newspapers. 
Broadcast your Second Amendment Rights far and 
wide. Stand up and be counted. 
 Freedom is not Free. Never Apologize for 
being a PATRIOT. 
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Have you Moved? 
If you have moved,  please send us your new address so 

we can update our files. 

Have you changed your Email? 
Sending us your email address does two things: 

It allows us to get information to you quickly 

It saves on mailing costs 

Please email updates to: 

admin@scopeny.org  or mail to - 

PO Box 165 

East Aurora, NY 14052 
Advertising in 

FIRING LINES 
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  The agenda will cover: 
  ● Membership and Chapter Status 

  ● SCOPE Committee Reports  

  ● Legal Affairs Briefing 

  ● SCOPE PAC 

 

 

The meeting is open to all SCOPE members in good standing. 
Lunch will be provided 

 

�—————————————————————————————————- 

______ Yes I will be attending the 2018 SCOPE Annual Members Meeting 
 

______ No, I cannot attend, however I am committed to S.C.O.P.E.'s mission to Pro-
tect and Restore 2nd Amendment Rights here in New York State.  
Please accept my donation of 
 

$50_______        $25_______        $10_______        Other ________ 
 

Name______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Address___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

City_______________________________ Zip______________ Phone______________________________ 
 

Email___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     Please return this form to: 

     SCOPE Member Meeting 
     PO Box 165 
     East Aurora, NY 14052 

 

www.SCOPEny.org 

SCOPE 
Annual 

Members 
Meeting 

April 28, 2018 
10:00 am 

Holiday Inn, Syracuse/Liverpool 
441 Electronics Parkway 

Liverpool, NY 13088 
 

Take Exit 37 from the NYS Thruway 

RSVP is Required 

And must be post marked 
No later than 

April 12th, 2018 
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and Brian Higgins. 
 S. 446 Support Constitu-
tional Concealed Carry Reciprocity 
Act of 2017. This bill would allow a 
qualified individual to carry a con-
cealed handgun into or possess a con-
cealed handgun in another state that 
allows individuals to carry concealed 
firearms. 
  A qualified individual must: 
(1) be eligible to possess, transport, or 
receive a firearm under federal law; 
(2) carry a valid photo identification 
document: and (3) carry a valid con-
cealed carry permit issued by any 
state or be eligible to carry a con-
cealed firearm in his or her state of 
residence. 
 H.R. 3576 Support Second 
Amendment Guarantee Act (SAGA) 
This bill would amend title 18, of the 
United States Code, to limit the au-
thority of States and localities to 
regulate conduct, or impose penalties 
or taxes, in relation to rifles and shot-
guns. 
 

————————————- 
 

2018 New York State 
Legislation 
 
 First number beginning with 
the letter “A” is an Assembly bill. 
The second number beginning with 
the letter “S” is a Senate bill. Only 
one number means the bill has been 
introduced in only one house of the 
legislature, meaning it’s a one house 
bill. 
 Go to either the New York 
State Assembly web site, nyassem-
bly.gov/leg/ or the New York State 
Senate web site, nysenate.gov/
legislation to obtain details of legisla-
tion by entering a bill number. 
 A145 Provides for the tem-
porary surrender of firearms where an 
individual may be a danger to himself 
or herself or others Opposed 
 A00224 S3902 Relates to 
the filing of approved applications for 
licenses for the possession of firearms
 Support 
 A00349Requires proof of 
liability insurance prior to issuing a 
license to carry a firearm Oppose 
 A00456Prohibit weapon 
promotion and sale on public prop-
erty Oppose 
 A00457Safe storage of ri-

fles, shotguns, and firearms Oppose 
 A00468Relates to a firearms 
safety course certificate for license 
applications made outside of the city 
of New York Opposed 
 A00477 S3156 Relates to 
lowering the age for universal hunt-
ing licenses from 14 years old to 12 
years old Support 
 A00563 S4392-A Nicholas's 
law (mandatory storage bill) Opposed 
 A00800Prohibits the sale of 
ammunition without proof of a fire-
arm license Opposed 
 A00806Clarifies that li-
censes for handguns may be issued to 
non-resident individuals Support 
 A00897Relates to the revo-
cation and suspension of licenses to 
carry, possess, repair and dispose of 
firearms Support 
 A00914 S5829Establishes 
certain crimes relating to the criminal 
possession or manufacture of an un-
detectable firearm, rifle, or shotgun 
Opposed 
 A00980 S5963 Relates to 
orders to surrender eligible weapons; 
requires the surrender of weapons 
following a conviction in certain mis-
demeanor cases Oppose 
 A01213Relates to the crimi-
nal possession of a firearm or maga-
zine digitally made Oppose 
 A01224 S0067 Establishes the safe 
homes act Oppose 
 A01298 S1193 Relates to 
the restriction of the sale of ammuni-
tion to only individuals authorized to 
possess such weapon Oppose 
 A01466Allows security 
guards licensed as armed security 
guards to possess high capacity 
magazines Support 
 A01627Prohibits the state 
police from imposing a fee or sur-
charge for recertification of certain 
gun licenses Support 
 A01655 S1049 Relates to 
licenses to carry, possess, repair and 
dispose of firearms  Support 
 A01708 S2190 Increase the 
types of firearms that are to be in-
cluded in the firearm ballistic identifi-
cation database Oppose 
 A01990 S3355 Enacts the 
"children's weapon accident preven-
tion act"  Oppose 
 A02175Creates a firearm 
proficiency requirement examination 
for the licensing of persons to carry 
or possess a firearm Opposed 
 A02260Requires owners of 
firearms to obtain liability insurance 

Oppose 
 A02299 S0135 Authorizes 
an applicant for a pistol or revolver 
license to possess such while attend-
ing a pre-license firearms safety 
course Support 
 A02406 S1414 Establishes a 
waiting period before a firearm, shot-
gun or rifle may be delivered to a 
person Oppose 
 A02659 S0432 Requires the 
creation and imposition of restrictive 
commercial practices and stringent 
recordkeeping and reporting to pre-
vent gun sales to criminals Oppose 
 A02758Relates to the defini-
tion of assault weapons Support 
 A02775 S3049 Prohibits the 
possession of concealed firearms in 
national parks and national wildlife 
refuge systems  Oppose 
 A02817 S3917Relates to a 
temporary permit to carry or possess 
a firearm Support 
 
�A02847 S2070Relates to gun con-
trol; repealer Support 
 A02947 S3277Relates to a 
ban on undetectable firearms, unde-
tectable firearm receivers and unde-
tectable ammunition magazines Op-
pose 
 A02959Prohibits persons 
named on the consolidated terrorist 
watch list from obtaining or renewing 
a license to carry, possess, repair and 
dispose of firearms Oppose 
 A02977 S4363Creates a 
firearm violence research institute; 
and making an appropriation there-
fore Oppose 
 A03097 S3033 Increases 
penalties for criminal use of a firearm 
in the first degree when committing a 
drug related felony offense Support 
 A03421 S3958Relates to 
firearms; repealer Support 
 A03438 S5808Enacts the 
effective background check act of 
2017 Oppose 
 A03655 S2820Relates to 
hunting, fishing and outdoor educa-
tion in high school physical education 
courses Support 
 A03732Relates to liability 
for the manufacture, sale, leasing or 
other disposition of ammunition feed-
ing devices and compensation for 
damages  Oppose 
 A04129Enacts the New 
York state sportsmen's weekend act 
and creates a limited exemption of the 
sale of certain firearms, ammunition, 

(Continued from page 20) 
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 I t ’s election t ime for 
S.C.O.P.E. and there are four seats 
open for the SCOPE Board of Direc-
tors. We have seven candidates run-
ning and here are their bios. Please 
read each candidates bio and cast your 
ballot on page 27. 
 The ballot should be cut out, 
be sure to leave the address label at-
tached. Mail the ballot to S.C.O.P.E. 

BALLOT, PO Box 165, East Aurora, 

NY 14052. They must be postmarked 
on or before April 13. 

 

Mark D. Allen   
 

 My name is Mark D. Allen 
and I am grateful for the opportunity 
to introduce myself to the member-
ship of S.C.O.P.E.  I am a Life mem-
ber of S.C.O.P.E. and past At-Large 

Director. I am a certified youth fire-
arm instructor and a member of nu-
merous 2nd Amendment based clubs 
and associations. I am a dedicated 
supporter of the Second Amendment 
and I believe a large factor in its pro-
tection needs to come from the educa-
tion and involvement of our younger 
generations in shooting and hunting 
sports. We must unite all gun owners; 

(Continued on page 25) 
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Candidates for the 2018 S.C.O.P.E. Elections 

archery equipment and hunting sup-
plies from state sales and compensat-
ing use taxes Support 
 A04456Relates to manufac-
turers' reporting the sale or distribu-
tion of firearms Oppose 
 A04482 S3716Relates to 
possession of firearms on property 
owned by or held in trust for SUNY 
ESF Support 
 A04487Requires manufac-
turers to use a coding system on all 
handgun and assault weapon ammuni-
tion Oppose 
 A04564Relates to pistol per-
mit applications for military person-
nel Support 
 A04571Authorizes the pos-
session of certain antique rifles and 
their modern day replicas Support 
 A04651 S4728Authorizes 
the possession of a handgun being 
sold by a dealer in firearms upon the 
premises of such dealer Support 
 A04962Prohibits entry to 
gun shows to anyone under twelve 
years of age Oppose 
 A05043 S3394Relates to the 
filing of approved applications for 
licenses for the possession of firearms 
Support 
 A05274 S12791279 Relates 
to revocation or suspension of a li-
cense to carry or possess a firearm 
Support 
 A05300 S1209-ARelates to 
removing the prohibition on firearm 
silencers  Support 
 A05355 S3770Prohibits the 
release of personal medical records or 
information without a warrant or ex-
press written authorization of the indi-
vidual Support 
 A05358 S0197Repeals chap-

ter 1 of the laws of 2013, amending 
the criminal procedure law and other 
laws relating to suspension and revo-
cation of firearms licenses; private 
sale or disposal of firearms, rifles or 
shotguns  Support 
 A05366Authorizes the carry-
ing of firearms by military personnel 
at recruiting centers Support 
 A05388 S1996Relates to the 
recertification process for firearms  
Support 
 A05599 S1997Relates to 
repealing the New York SAFE Act of 
2013 Support 
 A05826 S0470Requires 
semiautomatic pistols manufactured 
or delivered to any licensed dealer in 
this state to be capable of micro-
stamping ammunition Opposed 
 A05849Relates to validity of 
a license to carry and possess a fire-
arm in the city of New York Support 
 A06140 S0879-C Limits the applica-
tion of the "safe act" to the counties of 
Kings, Queens, Richmond, New York 
and Bronx; repealer Support 
 A06187Imposes civil penal-
ties for the improper disposition of a 
firearm Oppose 
 A06345Prohibits possession 
of a gun or non-folding knife at a 
governmental chamber or public hear-
ing of the state or any political subdi-
vision Oppose 
 A06346 S3444 Proscribes 
persons, firms or corporations en-
gaged in retail business of selling 
firearms from selling, delivering or 
transferring child operated firearms 
Oppose 
 A06425 S3014 Relates to 
reciprocity for pistol permit applica-
tions for military personnel Support 
 A06432 S3963Relates to the 

private sale or disposal of firearms, 
rifles and shotguns Support 
 A06433Relates to allowing 
individuals licensed out-of-state to 
carry a pistol or firearm to carry such 
weapon within the state for a limited 
duration Support 
 A06787Relates to the disclo-
sure of firearm licensees and appli-
cants information Support 
 A06805 S6419 Relates to 
establishing the civil rights restoration 
act and amends provisions of law 
regarding firearm licenses; repealer
 Support 
 A06828Restricts the loca-
tions of gunsmiths and dealers in fire-
arms in relation to day cares, educa-
tional facilities, and places of worship
 Oppose 
 A06871 S0739Provides that 
a license to possess a pistol or re-
volver shall permit the licensee to 
carry such weapon concealed
 Support 
 A06998 S1918Clarifies that 
military members are authorized to 
possess large capacity feeding devices 
and other banned weapons when act-
ing in their official military capacity 
Support 
 A07023 S0063 Establishes a 
special fee on firearms, rifles and 
shotguns Oppose 
 A08342 S0192 Relates to 
providing a tax credit for the purchase 
of gun safety equipment Support 
 A08717 S6918 Relates to the 
possession, manufacture or sale of a 
trigger crank, a bump-fire device or 
other firing accelerators Oppose 
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hunters, target shooters, trap shooters, 
black powder shooters, collectors, 
competitors, hobbyist, young, old, etc. 
to move our efforts forward. 
  I am currently a member of 
the S.C.O.P.E. Finance Committee.  
When past financial issues came to 
light, instead of just complaining I 
took the route of being totally in-
volved and joined the committee.  I 
have also chaired numerous fundrais-
ers to aid in 2nd Amendment based 
lawsuits and court cases. 
  To be a part of an organiza-
tion as rare as S.C.O.P.E. we all need 
to work together and do our part. I 
strongly support the efforts of 
S.C.O.P.E. and firmly believe that 
without dedicated lobbying and court 
efforts, our rights will continue to fall 
victim to the Cuomo philosophy. 
 New York Gun Owners shall 
win this war. Therefore S.C.O.P.E. 
will work, S.C.O.P.E. will save, 
S.C.O.P.E. will sacrifice, S.C.O.P.E. 
will endure, S.C.O.P.E. will fight 
cheerfully and do its utmost as if the 
issue of the whole struggle depended 
on it alone.  (Thank you, Martin Trep-
tow, for the wording). 
 If you are a gun owner you 
are never out of the fight and we must 
fight together. 
 I would be proud to serve the 
membership and our Second Amend-
ment Rights by rejoining as an At-
Large Board Member again. 
 I would appreciate your vote 
and a chance to assist S.C.O.P.E. in 
achieving its goals. Thank you for 
giving me this opportunity. 
 

———————————— 
 

Nick Massal 
 

  My name is Nick Massal and 
I have been a member of Scope since 
2013. I joined in November when the 
Allegany County Chapter was formed 
and was elected its first chairman and 
served until 2017.  In 2017 I was 
elected as the first vice-president of 
SCOPE Inc. and have served in that 
capacity since.  I would like to con-

tinue to serve as your vice president 
and I would also like to serve as one 
of your directors at large. 
  I am a retired Marine, having 
served 24+ years. I was a member of 
the Marine Corps Rifle and Pistol 
Team and actively taught Marines 
marksmanship and prepared many for 
Desert Storm.  After retirement from 
the Marines I was an active member 
of the Tulare County, CA Sheriff’s 
Aero squadron and participated on 
their pistol team and as a search and 
rescue observer. As an active NRA 
instructor for rifle, pistol and shotgun, 
I have been teaching those in Alle-
gany, and surrounding counties, the 
courses required to qualify for their 
pistol permits in the state of New 
York as well as for other states.  I 
have been a Hunter Education In-
structor here in New York and taught 
many in the southern tier and quali-
fied them for their hunting license.  I 
am a member of several Rod & Gun 
Clubs in the area and serve on some 
of their boards. 
  We need to strengthen 
S.C.O.P.E., our relationships with 
each other, and like-minded organiza-
tions in order to regain the rights that 
the governor has stripped from us 
through the SAFE Act.  Part of that 
will be getting as many as possible 
involved in voter registration – espe-
cially other gun owners.  The impor-
tance of this cannot be stressed 
enough. 
  Thank you for your consid-
eration of my candidacy for one of the 
director at large positions. I would be 
honored to serve in this capacity as 
well as your vice-president. 
 

———————————— 
 

Tony Matuszak 
 

  My name is Tony Matuszak, 
I hail from Erie County, and was a 
former President of a small twenty 
member sportsman’s club. I promote 
Freedom with my sole-proprietor, 
second amendment, and educational 
tee shirt business. I vend to the gen-
eral public at family events in mostly 

Western and Central New York as 
well as various states.   From rural to 
inner city, I maintain professionalism 
and educate as I interact with every-
day people who are the pulse of the 
streets concerning pro and anti-
stances on Freedom, the Constitution, 
and the Bill of Rights. These are not 
preaching to the choir environments 
and the experience gained is produc-
tive in planting seeds of Freedom. 
  A goal in S.C.O.P.E. should 
be to help ourselves first, with Politi-
cal Education. We, as individuals, 
should want to be inspired to increase 
our intellect so we can inspire others. 
The deterioration of individual rights, 
should position part of Scope as edu-
cating to its members on topics which 
are increasingly entangled amongst 
politics and general life.  We should 
be well rounded knowledge wise to 
dialectic effectively amongst the 
populace.  And in these days, it seems 
necessary to have the patience to fi-
nesse discussions towards an individ-
ual’s right to defend themselves, as 
exuded to those in power via the Sec-
ond Amendment. 
  Even though our battle with 
forces strangling our Freedom is 
abundant, we should try to have some 
fun with our S.C.O.P.E. endeavors.  I 
bring to the table a passion to inspire 
and educate, a friendly persona, prob-
lem solution, and defender of individ-
ual rights. 
 

———————————— 
 

Robert McNally 
 

   My name is  Rober t 
McNally, and I present myself for a 
position as an At Large Director 
within S.C.O.P.E. in this year’s elec-
tion. I have been a member of 
S.C.O.P.E. since 2013. I was the Cat-
taraugus County Chapter Chairman 
for three years and served as 1st Vice 
President in 2016.  I currently am the 
Chair of the Fund Raising Committee 
for the Cattaraugus County Chapter as 
well as the Chair for the Grievance 
Committee on the state level. 

(Continued from page 24) 
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  I have a wide and varied 
background in law enforcement dur-
ing which I served 18 years in patrol 
and 22 years in a wide range of crimi-
nal investigations at local, state and 
federal levels. I have worked in fed-
eral contracting and I have taught 
Criminal Justice within the New York 
BOCES system. I am currently re-
tired, but working part time as a Con-
stable for four different townships 
where I perform duties as bailiff in 
their town courts. 
  I have always believed and 
supported private ownership of fire-
arms even during my work in law 
enforcement.  I have further argued, 
defended and supported removal of 
the (Un)SAFE Act from the books in 
New York Penal Law since its imple-
mentation. Along those lines, I be-
lieve the first and foremost opportu-
nity to do this is in the hands of New 
York voters.  I have found that the 
bulk of our trouble in this state exists 
as a result of complacency and apathy 
at the hands of non-voting gun own-
ers.  I further believe that this is 
where our focus needs to be; to re-
move this complacency and re-
motivate our voters in this state to 
reestablish our voice in Albany. 
  As a Director At Large, I 
will strive to continue the efforts of 
financial responsibility and account-
ability of this organization as well as 
improve the conditions in operations 
that will support individual integrity 
and avoid the disruption we have ex-
perienced most recently.  Putting all 
that behind us is necessary to get on 
with the original charter this organi-
zation was created for in the first 
place. It is an absolute necessity.  I 
thank you for your favorable consid-
eration and voting for me as Director 
At Large. 
 

———————————— 
 

Floyd Rayburn 
 

  My name is Floyd Rayburn, 
and I am interested in becoming an 
At-Large director of S.C.O.P.E. I am 
a life-long resident of New York and 

have lived in the Finger Lakes region 
for 62 years. 
  I am an avid outdoorsman 
and a Life member of the NRA. 
  I graduated from Bloomfield 
Central School in Ontario County in 
1973. In 1981, I started a Mason Con-
tracting business and presently em-
ploy 43 people. I am very politically 
involved as I believe get into politics 
or get out of business. 
  I am the past chair of the 
Canandaigua Chamber of Commerce 
board of directors, past chair of the 
Empire Chapter of Associated Build-
ers and Contractors (ABC) and cur-
rently sit on the ABC state board. 
  I am past ABC National 
PAC chair (ABC is a 22,000 member 
company organization that believes in 
Free Enterprise, getting Gov't the Hell 
out of the way). 
  I will stand with all gun 
owners and against any infringement 
on OUR Second Amendment rights. 
  I would be honored to serve 
on S.C.O.P.E.’s board of directors 
 

———————————— 
 

Tom Reynolds 
 

  My name is Tom Reynolds 
and I have been asked to and will run 
for an At Large Board position.   
  In 2016, people asked me to 
run for the S.C.O.P.E. presidency.  
Complaining but refusing to take ac-
tion when called upon is hypocritical 
and anathema to me.  As President, I 
saw firsthand the internal and exter-
nal challenges that we face, which 
well prepares me to be an At Large 
Director. 
  S.C.O.P.E. has a unique 
quality which is our strong chapter 
organization and we need to take ad-
vantage of our strengths. I worked 
hard to strengthen our chapters by 
taking the administrative load off of 
them through such efforts as straight-
ening out the 990 issues that had been 
fermenting for years. 
  Most 2A defense organiza-
tions do not work well together.  My 
first successful effort as President 
was to close what seemed to be an 

unsolvable rift between the NYS Ri-
fle and Pistol Association and 
S.C.O.P.E.  By ourselves, we have 
little power and influence but to-
gether the 2A movement would be 
powerful.  I recently had an article 
published in “Natural Gas Now” 
which called for other anti-Cuomo 
organizations to join with 2A organi-
zations; we certainly have more is-
sues with Cuomo than with each 
other.  We must look beyond smaller 
issues and keep our eye on the strate-
gic goals. 
  Finances are always a chal-
lenge and while saving money is im-
portant, it is not the answer as politi-
cal influence requires us to increase 
revenues.  Increasing revenues has to 
be one of our internal priorities. 
  Now, more than ever, our 
Constitution and the rights it guaran-
tees are under attack from within the 
United States and it is necessary for 
us to give more than lip-service to 
defense of these rights.   The 2018 
NY State elections for Governor and 
state Senators are crucial to 2A’s fu-
ture and S.C.O.P.E.’s top external 
priority has to be a “registration and 
get-out-the-vote” campaign.  If 
elected, I will strongly support an 
effort to increase our voting influ-
ence. I recently had an article pub-
lished in “Natural Gas Now” which 
called for other anti-Cuomo organiza-
tions to join with 2A organizations; 
we certainly disagree more with 
Cuomo than with each other.  Our 
success depends on cooperation.    
 

———————————— 
 

Budd Schroeder 
 

   I became a member in 1965 
when a small group of patriots led by 
a German immigrant gunsmith named 
Otto Neubrand who fled Germany 
when Hitler came to power met in his 
basement.  He saw what was happen-
ing in America regarding the attitude 
of politicians who wanted to limit the 
right to keep and bear arms as pro-
vided by the Constitution.  
  The meetings at first seldom 
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Official SCOPE 2018 Ballot 
SCOPE Elections for At-Large Board of Directors 

 
There are 4 seats up for election this April.  Please vote for any 4 from the following list. 

→ Clip and mail your ballot as per the directions below ← 
 

⃝Allen  ⃝Massal 

⃝Matuszak  ⃝McNally  ⃝ Rayburn 

⃝ Reynolds  ⃝Schroeder 

   

●You must be a member in good standing with a current active membership to vote 
● Your address label must be on the back side of the ballot 
● Ballots must be postmarked no later than April 13, 2018 

● Ballot must be mailed separately from any other SCOPE mailing; renewal/member mtg. RSVP etc. 
 

Mail Ballot to: 

SCOPE BALLOT 

PO Box 165 

East Aurora, NY 14052 
  

had more than 12 people in atten-
dance, but we went to gun clubs and 
gun dealers with the idea that if gun 
owners banded together we could 
become a political force and influence 
the political process and elections. He 
named the organization S.C.O.P.E. 
for Shooters Committee On Political 
Education because it was a catchy 
name for a pro-gun organization.  
  We met on a monthly basis 
and went to gun clubs and offered 
membership for $5 and signed up 
several individuals in the first 
year.  We printed a newsletter on an 
old Gestner Copy Machine and sent 
copies as news developed.  At this 
time, a radio host named John Otto 
was interested in our issue and or-
ganization and was not a gun sup-
porter.  I was the designated speaker 
and was a guest on his program sev-
eral times.  It drew a good audience 
and some of the discussions must 

have made sense to him because he 
ended his radio career as a pro-gun 
commentator. 
  S.C.O.P.E. progressed and 
we united with several national pro-
gun groups  that disagreed with the 
NRA on their approach to the prob-
lem we were facing.  The 1968 Gun 
Control Bill passed without much 
objection from the national organiza-
tion. We strengthened our organiza-
tions and at the NRA Annual Meeting 
in 1977, our group took over the 
meeting and fired the current leader-
ship and made Harlon B. Carter as 
President and his influence and 
changes made started NRA as the 
powerful lobbying force it is today. 
  For more than a half century 
I have been a director and officer.  I 
have watched S.C.O.P.E. grow to be 
successful as a political influence and 
believe we can use our grass roots 
organizational format to make a sig-
nificant contribution to the 2018 elec-

tion and legislative process.  To do 
so, I believe that S.C.O.P.E. has to go 
back to being membership driven and 
using the chapter advantages to influ-
ence legislators in the most effective 
way. 
  We need to have rallies and 
press conferences and be more visible 
throughout the state with a unified 
message.  We also have to have an 
intensive effort getting gun owners 
registered to vote and then make sure 
they go to the polls.  With the tradi-
tional low voter turnout in elections, 
if we get at least 75 percent of gun 
owners to vote, we can overcome the 
New York City vote. 
  As a veteran S.C.O.P.E.  
director, I would like to remain in the 
fight for freedom and Second 
Amendment rights and ask for your 
support and your vote. 

(Continued from page 26) 
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YOU INSURE YOUR CAR, YOUR HOME, EVEN 

YOUR HEALTH - WELL HOW ABOUT 

INSURING YOUR 2ND AMENDMENT RIGHTS? 

 

SCOPE THE RIGHT INSURANCE! 

 

SO DON'T DELAY 

SIGN UP TODAY! 

Your membership expiration date is on the label, please renew today! 

Help 
 

Defeat the 
politicians 

trying to steal 
YOUR 

Second Amendment 
Rights! 

 
Donate to SCOPE -
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