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What came first, the chicken or the egg?
By Tim Andrews
SCOPE President
“What came first, the chicken or the
egg?” An age-old philosophical question
with no easy answer.
Here’s another philosophical question that has a much more obvious answer.
What came first, violence or the gun? Obvious right? Violence has been around since
Cain and Abel. Cain may have used a rock or
perhaps a club to kill Abel. Through the millennium man has conceived a multitude of
ways to perpetrate violence upon their fellow
man. Rocks, clubs, swords, bombs, motor
vehicles, lethal chemicals, bare hands and
yes, firearms to name a few. Regardless of
the implement used there is a common thread
among all violence against innocent people,
and that is evil.
Guns are not the cause of violence
any more than a motor vehicle that ruthlessly
crashes into a crowd of people. It is very simplistic to believe that passing more gun control laws will result in less violence. In fact,
gun control, because it only impacts lawabiding citizens, usually results in more violence against the innocent because it tips the
balance in favor of the criminal. There’s
plenty of examples. The most obvious are
“gun free zones.” If gun free zones worked
we should never have a school shooting. The
facts are that since the invention of gun free
zones, school shootings have increased and
why wouldn’t they? The progressive left, the
gun grabbers, have created safe areas for
depraved killers. The late Senator Fred
Thompson use to say, “why do they call it
common sense when there is so little of it?”
At the risk of being accused of cynicism by anti-gunners, it’s fair to wonder why
someone would push for something as ridiculous and obviously as dangerous as a gun
free zone. Some, and I am one of them, have
wondered if the advocates of more gun control welcome these mass shootings? After all,
note how quickly they mobilize their very
orchestrated agenda when one of these shoot-

ings take place, usually within hours.
You need another example? Remember the Obama administration’s Operation Fast and Furious that allowed criminals
to buy an estimated 2000 firearms, some that
were linked to homicides including the killing of U.S. Border Patrol Agent Brian Terry.
We may soon learn more about this because
Agent Terry’s family has finally convinced
President Trump to release the records on
this program. Why would our government
sell 2000 firearms to known criminals? It’s a
fair question and one that deserves answers.
Will we ever get them?
Given what we know, these questions are not cynical and they are not out of
line. The American people are owed answers
to these questions, especially when the results of such inexplicable policies have resulted in the injury and deaths of many innocent Americans, including the victims of the
school shooting in Parkland, Florida.
One final point pertaining to the
Parkland Florida shooting. If ever there was
an example of how your safety first and foremost was in your hands this was it. It’s incredible the number of government failures
that occurred that led to this tragedy. From
the school district, the local sheriff’s department and the FBI, all these agencies failed
the victims of Parkland, Florida. And what’s
the solution from gun grabbers and most in
the media? Yep, you got it. More gun control.
The laws and the tools were in place
that could have prevented this tragedy. Any
tools or laws are only as good as those put in
charge of carrying them out and enforcing
them. That is where the focus needs to be,
not on passing more restrictive gun control
like gun free zones that only make the innocent more vulnerable.
Here in New York, we have a crucial gubernatorial election coming up this
November. Lately, I’ve noticed a lot of discouraged gun owners on pro-gun social
(Continued on page 4)

INSIDE THIS ISSUE:
SCOPE Chapter and
BoD Information

2

—————————————————————————

Newsletter Deadlines

2

—————————————————————————

SCOPE P.A.C.

3

—————————————————————————

Responsibility

4

—————————————————————————

Parkland lessons

6

—————————————————————————

Agenda 2018

8

—————————————————————————

New SCOPE web site

8

—————————————————————————

SCOPE member clubs

10

—————————————————————————

Erie County update

12

—————————————————————————

Legislative guide

12

—————————————————————————

Slogans are easy

13

—————————————————————————

Business Members

14

—————————————————————————

Social media

16

—————————————————————————

Defend the 2nd

18

————————–————————————————-

State Legislation

20

—————————————————————————

SCOPE banquet report

23

—————————————————————————

SCOPE application

24

—————————————————————————

Join SCOPE
Today!
SCOPEny.org
“Nobody made a
greater mistake
than he who did
nothing because
he could do only
a little.“
Edmund Burke
A well Regulated
Militia, being necessary to the security
of a free state, the
right of the People
to keep
and bear arms,
shall not be
infringed.
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Newsletter Deadline for the Next Issue
May 15, 2018
Firing Lines is printed every two months.
The deadlines are January 15, March 15, May 15,
July 15, September 15 and November 15.
We do take articles from you, our members.
They are subject to editing for spelling and grammar. We also reserve the right not to print the article.
Articles should be emailed as a file. Text or
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Chairman Emeritus
Harold ‘Budd’ Schroeder
716.861.9302

Chemung Chapter
Tom Reynolds
607.215.0612

SCOPE CHAPTER
INFORMATION
We are just listing the Chapter
Chair information.

Delaware Chapter
Chairman Andrea Elliot
845.586.1721

Allegany Chapter
Chairman Steven Speta
Steven.speta@scopeny.org
Meetings 3rd Tuesday
Angelica American Legion
7:00pm Angelica, NY
Capitol District Chapter:
Albany/Columbia/Greene/
Schenectady/Rensselaer
Chairman Curtis Cappellano
518.330.7732
Meetings 3rd Tuesday 7:00pm
American Legion Everett Rd
Albany

Erie Chapter
Chairman Tony Matuszak

716.799.4513
Meetings 3rd Thursday,
7:00pm
George Lamm Post #622
962 Wehrle Dr.
Williamsville, NY
Genesee Chapter
Chairman Bill Fox Sr.
585.356.4992
Meetings 2nd Tuesday
7:00pm. Calvary Baptist
Church 3515 Galloway Rd.
Batavia, NY

Cattaraugus Chapter
Chairman Michael Guerin
Michael.guerin@scopeny.org
716.597.9001
Meetings 1st Thursday 7:00pm
American Legion Ellicottville,
NY

Jefferson-Lewis Chapter
Chairman C. Bruce Kingsley
315.649.3424
Meetings 3rd Monday 7:00pm
Watertown Sportsmen's Club
Watertown, NY

Cayuga Chapter
Jim Dishaw
Dishawjp@gmail.com
315.255.3315

Monroe Chapter
Chairman Ken Mathison
585-967-1040
Meetings 4th Tuesday 7:00pm
Irondequoit F&G Club

Central NY Chapter:
Onondaga/Oswego
Chairman Bill Ratschki
315.767.1561

Niagara Chapter
Don.smith@scopeny.org

Chautauqua Chapter
Chairman Will Conta
Will.conta@scopeny.org
716.857.0382
Meetings 3rd Tuesday 7:00pm
VFW Post 8647 Mayville, NY

Oneida-Herkimer Chapter
Chairman Bob Good
Bob.good@scopeny.org
315-337-4549
Ontario Chapter
Chairman Tim Maher
Ontario.county@scopeny.org
Meetings 3rd Monday 7:30pm

Inn on The Lake Canandaigua,
NY
Orleans Chapter
Chairman David Thom
David.thom@scopeny.org
585.589.6918
Meetings 3rd Monday 7:00pm
Hoag Library; 1st Floor
Main Street Albion, NY
St. Lawrence Chapter
Don.smith@scopeny.org
Saratoga Chapter
Chairman Gino Danese
518.883.5189
Meetings 4th Thursday
7:00pm. 4H Training Center
Ballston Spa, NY
Schoharie Chapter
Chairman Russell Case III
518.366.1779
alternate venue every 3
months.
Meetings 3rd Thursday
7:00pm. Carlisle Town Hall
Carlisle, NY
Meetings 3rd Thursday
7:00pm. Middleburgh R&G
Club Middleburgh, NY
Schuyler Chapter
Chairman Dan Phillips
607.546.4224
Meetings 2nd Thursday
7:00pm
Moose Lodge Montour Falls,
NY
Seneca Chapter
Chairman John Christensen
315.651.8753
Southern Tier Chapter
Chenango/Madison/Broome
Chairman Shawn Palmer
607.316.4907
(Continued on page 3)
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Steuben Chapter
Chairman Doug Mitchell
Doug.mitchell@scopeny.org
607.359.2928
Meetings 1st & 3rd Mondays
7:00pm Bath Rod & Gun
Club, Bath, NY
Suffolk Chapter
Chairman Sherman Kearns
631.866.1486
Meetings 4th Thursday 6:30pm
Dark Storm Industries, Oakdale, NY

Wayne Chapter
Chairman David Dodd
David.dodd@scopeny.org
585.944.3965
Wyoming Chapter

Check your address label for
your renewal date

Chairman Mark Dave Ricketson

Red44@rochester.rr.com
Meetings 2nd Thursday
7:00pm. Dept. of Social Services Bldg.Warsaw, NY
Yates Chapter
Chairman John Prendergast
John.prendergast@scopeny.org

315.694.0481

Tioga Chapter
Chairman Glenn Hopler
607.625.3463
Please call Chairman Hopler for

With this newsletter your expiration date is
included on the address label. It will save SCOPE
time and money if you can renew your membership
a month or two before your membership is due to
expire.
You can use the membership application in
the newsletter or go online to www.Scopeny.org to
renew.
Thank you

Meeting dates & times
Ulster Chapter
Chairman Santos Lopez
845.418.2881

SCOPE-PAC
Political Action Committee
Effectively defending the 2nd Amendment requires
us to go on the offensive. We cannot wait, unprepared, for
the next assault from the radical left. Although we may
have a friend in the White House, Cuomo and the radical
left still reside in Albany.
SCOPE inc. works to educate the public and influence legislation while SCOPE-PAC is a separate, all
volunteer organization and can provide direct financial
support to candidates and promote legislation safeguarding
the 2nd Amendment. Money is the “Mother’s Milk” of
politics.
In less than two years, Cuomo or some equally
radical liberal will be running for governor and the slim
majority in the NY Senate will again be at stake. We cannot wait for the last months before that election to begin
preparing. In addition, if we can help a genuine 2A supporter in a primary, that will occur months before the election.
The time to begin building up cash reserves for
that election cycle is now, when smaller donations given
over time can mount up into a significant amount and will
make a difference. Please consider making a donation
now, no matter how small, to SCOPE-PAC and again
whenever you can afford to support the 2nd Amendment.

Renew your membership today!

Our ad in Firing Lines gives you specific directions on how to donate.

SCOPE-PAC
P.O. Box 12711
Rochester, NY 14612
Or online at:
www.SCOPEPAC.com
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Responsibility/
Accountability
By Douglas Mitchell
Chairman, Steuben County SCOPE
Once again we grieve the
loss of young, innocent lives because
of an evil, unstable young man who
was allegedly upset over losing his
mother. These were young people
who could have been laborers, technicians, accountants, doctors, attorneys,
a spouse, a parent. Such a horrible
and grievous waste. Fifty years ago,
school shootings were not the chosen
outlet for such earth shattering relationship breakups. Pain and Frustration were directed at the individual(s)
causing same, a verbal barrage or
maybe a fist fight.
In the ‘50’s, Hollywood produced TV entertainment such as Father Knows Best, Leave It To Beaver,
The Brady Bunch, Gene Autry, The
Lone Ranger, Sky King, and Roy
(Continued from page 1)

media. I’ve read comments like, why
vote we can’t win, we can’t overcome
the vote out of New York City, we
can’t trust the Republican candidates
and so on and so forth. Some espouse
we support a third-party candidate.
How many of you have ever
competed in a competitive sport or
other activity? Facing a tough opponent, can you imagine your coach in
his pre-game speech telling you,
“look this opponent is just too good,
there’s no way we can win, rather
than play and maybe suffer an injury
we should probably just forfeit the
game.” I recall the locker room
speech of Herb Brooks, the coach of
the 1980 U. S. Olympic hockey team.
They faced a seemingly impossible
task. No one gave them a chance to
beat the Russians. Brooks told his
team, “this is your time, not theirs.”
They went out and seized the moment
and won in probably the greatest up-

Rogers. The sophisticated, enlightened critics of today openly mock
this “simple, provincial” viewing
favoring increased violence/sexuality.
Freedom of speech and broader community standards, they say. The average teenager today has viewed, condoned and stored 20,000 “murders”
by age 18. Not enough action for
you; let’s spend hours playing violent video games. If you can’t shoot,
blowup or eliminate an adversary in
some violent and spectacular way,
you’re just not cool. How has this
effected today’s society compared to
the “simple, provincial, puritanical
and backward” folks of 50 years ago
who apparently were too unimaginative to maim and kill innocent fellow
students because of the anger and
pain in their life? It’s time to expose
Hollywood for its hypocrisy calling
for oppressive gun control while
“feeding the beast.”
Mental illness and mental
instability need to prohibited the access to firearms but, with equal protection and due process as granted by
set in the history of sports. Cuomo is
in trouble, one of his closest aides
Joseph Percoco, an individual he described as a brother, has been convicted of three felonies, involving
fraud and bribery. Cuomo could be
next who knows where this will go.
In any case, this is not helpful to his
reelection. I urge you to shake off the
negativity. We’re not quitters, we can
win this. This is your time. We need
everyone on board. There are a couple of good Republican candidates,
such as Senator John DeFranciso and
Dutchess County Executive Marc
Molinaro. Once the GOP picks their
candidate let’s get behind him/her
and defeat Cuomo in November.
In the January/February Firing Lines, I erroneously referred to
Rick Lazio as the 2014 Republican
candidate for governor. Of course, he
was not, Rob Astorino was the 2014
Republican candidate for governor. I
apologize for the error.

the Bill of Rights ratified almost 227
years ago. And I trust the Bill of
Rights far more than the knee jerk
reaction of so many of our wellmeaning, hoplophobic and naïve politicians.
_____________________

Parkland
Lessons
By Stephen L. Blakeslee
Hornell, NY
The recent shooting at the
Parkland, Florida school shocked and
saddened our nation. No parent
should have to bury their child, especially under such circumstances. We
all suffer from such a tragedy.
The FBI failed on at least
two occasions to follow up on leads
about the shooter. Social Services,
mental health workers and law enforcement were at the shooter’s home
multiple times and did nothing. An
armed Sheriff’s Deputy was on site
while the shooting was occurring but
did not even attempt to engage the
shooter or save lives.
Now we are being asked by
smug politicians to trust this broken
system even further by giving up
more of our Constitutional Rights, all
the while they strut about with armed
security by their sides. Enough!
In a 2005 Supreme Court
decision, it was ruled that local police
departments have NO DUTY OR
OBLIGATION to protect ordinary
citizens during the commission of a
crime. Do not count on the police, or
anyone in government to come and
save you in your home, or your children at school. You are the only one
that can protect yourself and your
family in the immediate situation.
Do not let the politicians tell
(Continued on page 5)
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Go to: www.SCOPEny.org

(Continued from page 4)

you that you cannot defend yourself.
Call your Senators and Congressmen
and women to demand passage of
Concealed Carry Reciprocity for all
50 States. DEMAND that honest citizens be allowed to have the same
type of semi-automatic rifles and
large capacity magazines as the
shooters. Make schools safer by providing on site armed security personnel. Train and arm teachers and
school personnel that are willing and
able to take on the task of protecting
students. Go to the polls and VOTE
this November. Take back your GOD
GIVEN RIGHT to self defense and
your Constitutional Right to Keep
and Bear Arms.

“There are almost 4 million gun owners
in New York.
Cuomo got 2.1
million votes
in 2014. Do the math!”

Mail to:Mail
SCOPE
to SCOPE,
Membership,
PO Box
PO165
Box
East
165Aurora,
East Aurora
NY 14052
NY 14052
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Is there an answer
Richard Rossi
Delaware County SCOPE Member
I was going to write about
another topic this month; however, in
light of the recent mass-shooting in
Parkland, Fla. I felt this was more
appropriate and timely.
Unfortunately, in these
times, "POSITIVE ACTION" must
be taken to stop these mass-shootings.
The 'Feel-Good' measures that have
been enacted, by our Congress and
the many state and local governments
will not and do not make anyone safe
- they never did.
Time has proven that 'GunFree Zones', are an invitation to mass
-shootings and terrorist attacks. Just
look back at Newtown, Columbine,
Aurora (theater) etc. and now Parkland, Florida The issue goes far beyond 'Gun-Free Zones' in schools - it
applies to Gun-Free Zones anywhere.
More Gun Laws, Restrictions and Regulations and the so
called - 'Assault Weapon Bans'
are just words on 'paper'. Murder,
assault etc. are already crimes. These

Advertising in
FIRING LINES
If you would like to
advertise,
please call
or e-mail SCOPE
We will be happy
to assist you in
composing and
placing an ad
(315) 27SCOPE
admin@scopeny.org

remedies have had no impact nor will
more of the same make any difference nor have an effect on criminals
and the severely mentally ill from
acts of violence.
If our elected officials in our
government want to truly make a difference, then they need to attack the
'Root Causes' (seriously mentally
ill individuals, gang violence, both
illegal and legal drug trade, illegal's,
domestic and foreign terrorists) for all
violence.
Law-abiding gun owners are
NOT the problem and never were.
ccw Holders are by far more responsible than the average citizens in
America - this also includes LEO's
which have a higher crime rate than
ccw Citizens.
These so-call common sense
gun control measures are NOT addressing the issues. They are as I said,
'feel good' initiatives, that make it
harder for law-abiding citizens to
protect themselves and their loved
ones. These measures constantly restrict an object - the gun; rather than
the individual.
Our school are 'soft targets'.
Every school administrator, needs to
be 'pro-active' and use all means
available to keep our children
safe. This includes, 'Lock-Down'
procedures to prevent unauthorized
access to schools, containment measures should a 'breach' occur, and,
YES, armed, concealed carry personal on the premises during school
hours. However, this should be the
last defense to protect our children. I
say concealed carry individuals,
which are the element of surprise,
must be the major tactic in any massshooting confrontation.
Uniformed LEO's are fine;
however, are we going to have one,
two, three or more at each school?
Small community schools can't afford
the cost associated to enlist
this assistance. In New York State,
our rural schools are declining in enrollment with higher and higher
school taxes; unfortunately, the residents can't absorb this type of security

measure.
For the individuals who are
afraid of armed response measures,
what choice do we have? In a massmurder scenario, seconds count and
LEO's are minutes away. Is it not
better to have assistance right there
NOW?
Some say they are afraid of
guns in school, they don't want to
have fear instilled in the students.
Schools in NYS are required to have
'lock-down' drills and drills to simulate mass-shooting scenarios - the
same could be said for these drills right?
Just think about this for a
minute, when SWAT is summoned in
an attack - they are at a disadvantage
when they arrive. They are arriving
well into the mass shooting and associated hysteria event. Unfortunately,
several individuals will have been
killed or wounded by this time. They
will be searching for the shooter or
shooters. Would it be more advantageous IF the attack was already
stopped or the individual contained in
a specific location?
The presence of an armed
individual(s) might be the difference
that all our children will survive.
Why 'wait and pray' that LEO's will
arrive in time. Let’s face it - the
first seconds or minutes are critical.
Our local Sherriff offered to
have a Deputy Sheriff stationed at
ever y school in o ur count y
(Delaware). I believe it is 11 schools;
however, this would be only one individual and it would be up to the community to pay for this. A Deputy
Sheriff or School Resource Officer,
and, yes, even some administrators
and teachers who are trained in confrontation scenarios involving firearm
assaults are appropriate. The time for
action is NOW.
The past 'FEEL GOOD
MEASURES' are not effective and
most are just infringing on the rights/
freedoms of law-abiding gun owners
and doing nothing to stop crimes. We
(Continued on page 7)
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(Continued from page 6)

are in fact making our citizens less
and less safe and becoming prey for
criminals. Law-abiding citizens are
entitled to self-defense.
The NRA back in 2012, developed a program to assist schools in
safety protocols. I ask every school
administrator to take advantage of
this program .
(WWW.NationalSchoolSHIELD.org)
I would like to add two additional points.
We have an untapped resource of highly trained combat individuals who have proven under high
stress to react quickly, our veterans.
These individuals have been 'field
tested' and can fill these needed security measure. Let’s REALLY keep
our children safe.
.
As we learn more and more
about Parkland Fla., it proves that our
system has failed all of our citizens
and our children. This individual
SHOULD HAVE NEVER BEEN
ABLE TO LEGALLY PURCHASE
A FIREARM - PERIOD. His criminal past should have put him in the
NICS System to be blocked from any
gun purchase - HE WAS NOT.

On top of this - the actions
of the school deputy that was assigned to protect these children failed them miserably. I don't know
his past experience with these kinds
of issues; however, clearly it was not
his finest hour. Hopefully all the 'true'
facts will come to light, so we can
learn from this what NOT to do - next
time.
In my opinion, these two
issues clearly make a case for multiple armed individuals on school
premises.
Hopefully, our elected
officials will 'see the light', and truly
resolve this issue with not the same
'feel good measures' of our past.
H o we v e r , o u r r i g h t s /
freedoms as citizens must never be
compromised in the process. Our
Constitution/Bill of Rights must always be the true test of any approach. Abandon these guiding principles and we have nothing - 'We the
People' will become slaves of our
government. Freedom is in the balance.
In closing, I would just like
to add one additional personal view
point; which is, unfortunately, very
unsettling to me as a law-abiding

American citizen/gun owner.
Can our elected government
officials be that 'ignorant' concerning
these, 'so-called' common sense gun
control measures and actually believe
they will stop violence? I believe it is
far more complicated, and this maybe
the true objective, which has nothing
to do with violence, but has everything to do with our basic Rights/
Freedoms of our Democracy. Our
Second Amendment Right protects 'We the People' from our own
government. It is the 'citizens 'Checks
and Balances' to prevent the government from becoming the rulers. It is
not about hunting etc. We, today’s
gun owners are the militia our Founding Fathers were speaking about and
stated in the 2nd Amendment. It is
about the elite few becoming the ultimate power and the citizens becoming the subjects. Destroy the 2nd
Amendment and the rest will surely
follow.
Some food for thought hope I am paranoid and they
(politicians) are just 'mentally challenged'. Time will tell. God Bless our
children and grandchildren, may they
live in a country that is Free.
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Agenda 2018
By Robert McNally
Cattaraugus County
This is a major election
year in New York and we need to
have a unified approach to getting
voters out in order to have a positive effect on the results. Coordinate with your SCOPE chapter
members and use the plan described here. This can and will
have the highest form of success if
you implement it immediately.
Evidence of this is presented below based upon statistics achieved
in 2014.
In 2014, Allegany, Cattaraugus and Chautauqua counties
were effective in raising the voter
turnout from what is typically
35% turnout in a mid-term election to an average of 48%, and
that was with a very late start in
the election year. We have the
whole summer to get this out. We
can be very effective with this. As
you may recall, Astorino won all
but 8 counties in 2014. Of the
total vote, he only lost by half a
million votes. If EVERY county
but those 8 were to be addressed
with this program, we would increase the number of voter turnout
far beyond that half million votes!
This CAN be done.
First, make contact with
your county Board of Elections.
Their records are subject to open
records laws and are available to
anyone who requests them, free of
charge. Utilize the available roster of Board of Elections from the
state website https://
www.elections.ny.gov/
countyboards.html ). This roster is
in an Adobe.pdf file format and

rather easy to print. File a written
request with the board of elections
within your county via email or in
person. Request a print out of
ALL registered voters in the
county WHO HAVE NOT
VOTED IN THE LAST THREE
GENERAL ELECTIONS, at
minimum. You may want to go
back one more general election,
that is your choice. The time period of three general elections occupies roughly six years.
Divide those districts up
into neighborhoods from which
your membership derives. Get
your membership to then reach
out to the names on those lists.
Many will find neighbors and/or
friends whom they know on that
list. This is their ‘in’ to start a
conversation with them. Discuss
with them what would be necessary to get those voters back out
to the polls. This should not be a
confrontational discussion. Simply inquire as to what motivation
can get them back to the polls.
Some of that motivation
could simply be giving them the
numbers that support the claims
here. For instance, many make
the oft repeated excuse that voters
in New York City out number
those of us in upstate. This is not
true, but very handy for those who
do not wish to get out to the polls.
The actual numbers are very much
in favor of upstate voters if we
could simply convince those who
choose not to vote to change their
minds. If you look at the statistics
from 2016 and do a little math,
you’ll find that total voters (active
and inactive) in New York City
amount to 4,475,157. However,
by subtracting those voters from
the total voters in the entire state
we come up with 7,251,685.
(https://www.elections.ny.gov/

NYSBOE/enrollment/county/
county_ apr16.pdf ) Could we
come up with an additional half a
million votes from that pool of
voters? I certainly think we can!
The next step is to continue the voter registration drives.
(https://dmv.ny.gov/more-info/
electronic-voter-registrationapplication) However, the bulk of
our lost votes are typically in registered non-voters rather than unregistered new voters. But maintaining this voter registration effort will simply supplement our
drive of getting non-voting registered voters back to the polls.
I hope this encourages
those who might be eager to see
some changes in this state. If you
were wondering what you could
do to make this fall’s election resemble the 2016 federal election,
this article suggests a path. Please
be an encouragement to all our
voters out there. Make this the
year we make our stand count and
make a difference!

“There are almost
4 million gun owners in New York.
Cuomo got
2.1 million votes
in 2014.
Do the math!”
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www.SCOPEny.org
We are pleased to announce the launch of the New SCOPE Website. The long awaited site is all new
from the ground up with updated graphics and a user friendly interface.
Key features of the new website:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Online new membership registration and renewal
Member ability to login securely to their profile and update their information
Members will have the ability to print out their membership cards
The system will send out automated renewal reminders and invoices
Built on a content management system that will allow for quick updates
Mobile device ready
Event notifications
More Google friendly
Built in search

In the coming weeks and months more pages and information will be uploaded enhancing the site and
making for a more informative and educational destination. Merchandise will be added soon.
As a member we ask that you share this website through family, friends and social media. With your
help SCOPE will be able to reach more people interested in our mission and enhance our presence in
the political arena.
The new SCOPE site was designed and developed by Barry Alt and Paul Lowens from A2Z Enhanced Digital Solutions, LLC. Barry and Paul are both active members of the SCOPE Wayne
County Chapter.
Thank you also to the SCOPE Website
Committee
- Tim Andrews, SCOPE President
- Don Hey, SCOPE Chairman of the Board
- Joe McAdams, SCOPE Media Director
& Board Member at Large
- Susan Maressa, SCOPE Administrative Asst.
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SCOPE Member Clubs
The following are clubs that are
members of SCOPE. If you plan to join a
club, please try to join one that is a
SCOPE member. If your club would like
to become a SCOPE club member please
give SCOPE a call or drop us an E-mail.
Adirondack Conservation Council
Adirondack Federation of Sports Clubs, Inc.
Alabama Hunt Club
Alfred Rod & Gun Club
Allegany County Federation of Sportsman
Allied Sportsmen of WNY Inc
Almond Rod & Gun Club, Inc.
A-ON-DO-WA-NUH Sportsmans Club, Inc.
Athens Sportsmans Club
Attica Rod & Gun Club, Inc
Bailey Mountain Fish & Game Club, Inc.
Baldwinsville Rod & Gun Club, Inc.
Barre Sportsmens Club
Barrington Rifle Club
Batavia Rod & Gun Club
Bath Rod & Gun Club, Inc.
Big Game Recovery
Big M Game Club
Bison City Rod & Gun Club Inc
Black Rock Fish & Game Club of Cornwall
Blasdell Rod & Gun Club
Bog Trotters Rifle & Pistol Club Inc
Boston Valley Conservation Society
Branchport Rod & Gun Club Inc.
Bridgeport Rod & Gun Club, Inc.
Broome County Sportsmen's Assoc Inc.
Buckhorn Sportsmens Club,Inc.
Buffalo Revolver & Rifle Club, Inc.
Burlington Flats Fish & Game Club, Inc.
Busti Trap Club
Camden Rod & Gun Club
Camillus Sportsmens Club
Canajoharie Forest Fish And Game Club, Inc.
Canandaigua Lake Duck Hunters, Inc.
Canandaigua Sportman's Club, Inc.
Canisteo Rod & Gun Club, Inc.
Cattaraugus Rod & Gun Club
Cayuga County Sportsmen's Association, Inc.
Chemung County Rod & Gun Club, Inc.
Chestnut Ridge Rod & Gun Club
Clarence Shooting Club
Community Conservation Club
Conesus Lake Sportsmen's Club, Inc.
Conservation Club of Brockport
Dalton Gang Sportsmen Club, Inc.
Dansville Fish & Game Protective Assoc., Inc
Deer Search of WNY, Inc.
Deerfield Fish & Game Club
Delchenego Rod & Gun Club, Inc.
Depew Rod & Gun Club
Dunham's Bay Fish & Game Club
Dutchess County Sportsmen's Association
East Hook Sportsmen
Eden-North Collins Gun Club
Ellicottville Sportsmen's Club
Elma Conservation Club
Erie County Conservation Society Inc
Essex County Fish & Game League, Inc.
Evans Rod & Gun Club, Inc

Federated Sportsmens Clubs
of Cattaraugus Cty
Four Point Rod & Gun Club, Inc.
Franklinville Conservation Club
Genesee/Wyoming Pheasants Forever
Chapter 843
Glen-Coe Conservation Society Inc
Gorham Coon Hunters
Gouverneur Rod & Gun Club, Inc.
Gowanda Rifle Club, Inc.
Grand Island Rod & Gun Club, Inc.
Grape Country Coon Hunters Assoc.
Greenway Verona Mills Fish & Game Club
Hamburg Rod & Gun Club Inc
Harder O'Donnell Post 734 American Legion
Hartland Conservation Club
Hawkeye Bowman, Inc.
Helderberg Rod & Gun Club
Hendrick Hudson Fish & Game Club, Inc.
Hidden Valley Lodge
Hoisingtons NY Ranging Co. 1776
Hol-Field Rod & Gun Club
Holland Rod & Gun Club
Holley Rod & Gun Club
Honeoye Fish & Game Club, Inc.
Hornell Sportsman Club
Hudson Valley Sportsmen's Association
Ilion Fish & Game Club
Indian Lake/Blue Mountain
Fish & Game Assoc.
Irondequoit Fish & Game Club
Iroquois Rod & Gun Club, Inc.
Junior Wilson Sportsmen Club, Inc.
Lackawanna Conservation Inc
Lake Keuka Chapter, Izaak Walton League
Lima Gun Club, Inc.
Lime Lake Sportsman's Club, Inc.
Lockport Conservation Club
Long Lake Fish & Game Club
Lowville Fish & Game Club
Lyons Rod & Gun Club
Mendon Conservation League
Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club, Inc.
Middlesex Conservation Club
Millgrove Sportsmen's Club, Inc.
Millport Hunting & Fishing Club, Inc.
Mohawk Rifle & Pistol Club Inc
Neighbors Gun Club, Inc.
New Paltz Rod and Gun Club, Inc.
New York Houndsmen
Conservation Association
Newark Rod & Gun Club
Newfield Rod & Gun Club
Niagara County Sportmen's Assn.
Niagara Frontiersmen Pistol Club
North Forest Rod & Gun Club, Inc.
North Star Sportsman's Club
North Woods Sportsmens Association, Inc.
Northern Chautauqua Rifle & Pistol Club
Northern Dutchess Rod & Gun Club, Inc.
Norton Hill Wildlife Club, Inc
Oatka Fish & Game Club, Inc.
Olean Rod & Gun Club Inc
Outlet Rod & Gun Club, Inc
Oxford Rod & Gun Club, Inc.
Painted Post Field & Stream Club
Pine City Sportsmen's Club, Inc.
Randolph Rod & Gun Club, Inc.
Red Creek Conservation Club, Inc.

Ripley Rod & Gun Club
Rochester Brooks Gun Club
Rockdale Rod & Gun Club
Rushford Lake Conservation Club
Safari Club International WNY Chapter Inc.
Sara Spa Rod & Gun Club
Schroon Lake Fish & Game Club, Inc.
Scio Rod & Gun Club
Seneca County Federation
of Sportsmen's Clubs
Shawangunk Fish & Game Association, Inc.
Shortsville Rod & Gun Club, Inc
Sodus Bay Sportmans Club
Somerset Conservation Club, Inc
Sons of American Legion Squadron 734
South Bristol Fish & Game Association Inc.
Sportsman Coonhunters Association
Sportsmen's Club of Clifton Park
Springville Field & Stream Club, Inc.
Square Deal Sportsmen Inc.
Stamford Rod & Gun Club, Inc.
Steuben Co.Federation of Conservation Clubs
Syracuse Pistol Club
Ten-X Shooting Club Inc
Tonawandas Sportsmen's Club
Trumansburg Rifle & Pistol Club
Tupper Lake Sportsmens Club
Twin City Shooting Club, Inc.
Veterans of America Gun Club
Victor Rod & Gun Club
Walker Valley Sportsman's Club, Inc.
Waterloo Rifle & Pistol Club, Inc.
Watertown Sporstmen Inc.
Wayne County Federation of Sportmen's Clubs
West Falls Conservation Society, Inc.
Westfield Fish & Game Club, Inc
Whortlekill Rod & Gun Club, Inc
Wolcottsville Sportsman's Club
Wyoming Conservation Association, Inc
Wyoming County Wildlife Federation
Yates Carlton Lakeshore Sportsman Club
Yates County Federation
of Conservation Clubs
Yates County Sportsmen's Association

Contact SCOPE
to become one
of our member
clubs. Page 2
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SCOPE Business
Associate
Membership
Show your support for our
2nd Amendment rights with a Business Associate Membership. Dues
are $50 annually, or $250 for a
Sponsor level membership. Members will receive a window sign to
display, a listing on our website
and contact information. We will
also supply them with membership
applications and a supply of each
issue of the Firing Lines for their
store. Sponsors will also receive
a wall plaque for display in their
store.
Application on page 14

Please check your email for
renewal reminders.
If you have an email address listed with
SCOPE, your renewal reminder will
now come via email. Please check your
email for renewal reminders.

SCOPE PAC needs
donations
Help elect Representatives
Who believe in the Second Amendment.

scopepac.com

We Need Your
Help to
Defeat the
politicians
trying to steal
YOUR
Second
Amendment
Rights!

Donate to
SCOPE PAC
Page 3
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Erie County
Update
By Don Hey
Chairman of the Board
On March 15th Erie County
held its monthly chapter meeting at
the new location, The George Lamm
Post in Williamsville, NY. We had a
great turnout just shy of 60 and many
in attendance were first time attendees of a SCOPE Chapter meeting. I
would like to thank Joe McAdams for
chairing the meeting on short notice.
Joe is an Erie County member, Director at Large, SCOPE Media Coordinator and serves on the Website Committee.
The first item on the agenda
was, of course, the election of new
Erie County Officers and I am
pleased to announce the results. Tony
Matuszak-Chairman, Charles Reichle
-Vice Chair, John BruckmanTreasurer and Carrie ChristmanSecretary.
Next up, SCOPE President
Tim Andrews spoke to the group
about the direction of SCOPE and the
involvement needed by every member if we are to be successful in No-

vember. The main topic was how to
strategize in an effort to oust Cuomo.
Many raised concerns about getting
likeminded people to the polls. Great
ideas shared by several members that
will be enacted upon. Also discussed
was the media’s effect on the public
perception of firearms ownership, the
portrayal of owners and how we
counteract the misconceptions.
Following this, I spoke about
a meeting I attended with Cattaraugus
County Chairman Michael Guerin
with Erie County Clerk Michael
Kearns. Mickey, as he goes by is a
former NY State Assemblyman and
has always been a strong supporter of
SCOPE. He voted against The SAFE
Act in January, 2013 and has opposed
all further restrictions on our 2nd
Amendment Rights. We spoke on
several topics including pistol permit
recertification, local politics and a bit
on recent events within SCOPE. He
then offered up some great news for
Erie County pistol permit holders in
that he has discovered a funding
source that will allow him to open a
total of 5 strategically located satellite
pistol permit offices where simple
transactions such as adding or removing handguns from a permit can be
handled. This he said will free up the

2018 Legislative
Reference Guide

Buffalo, NY office to focus more
fully on new applications and clerical
activities. With these and other
changes Mickey hopes to reduce the
time to obtain a pistol permit from the
current 12-14 months to closer to 6
Months. As of this writing there is a
satellite office open in Elma, NY and
the closed Cheektowaga, NY office
will soon be reopened.
Finally, I ask that all members share at their chapter meetings
ideas on how we best focus our energies as we near this most important
upcoming election. Our organization
has a wealth of talent and experience
that must be utilized if we are to be
successful in November. Have your
Chairman make a list of these ideas to
share at our Members/Directors meeting on April 28th in Syracuse, NY.
Together we can win this one.
Thanks for your support!

NAME: _______________________

Limited copies are available
$10.00 each

ADDRESS: ____________________

Please fill out and return the
attached form to:

CITY: _________________________

________________________________

STATE: _____

SCOPE, Inc.
PO Box 165
East Aurora, NY 14052

ZIP: __________

2018 L.R.G.QUANTITY: ______
$10.00 Each
Amt. Enclosed:

____________
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SLOGANS ARE EASY.
SOLUTIONS ARE
DIFFICULT
By Budd Schroeder
When it comes to politics,
perception reigns. The old saying
“you can fool all of the people some
of the time, some of the people all of
the time, but you can’t fool all of the
people all of the time,” is probably
true, but it doesn’t seem to deter the
liberal media. At least they give
fooling most of the people a good
try.
The disagreements between
the liberal left and conservative right
seem to favor the left because they
are the ones who control most of the
media and the educational facilities.
A former dictator had the saying: “If
you tell a big lie often enough, people will believe it.”
If one side of an argument
gets most of the exposure, that one
has the best chance of being believed. This is well defined in the
issue of gun control. The anti-gun
crowd consists mainly of people
who control electronic media, newspapers, entertainment and a significant segment of government.
The people in charge are
the ones who set the tone for the
liberal agenda of one world government, socialistic programs, and the
insistence that big government is the
best government. They keep pushing
for more government control over
the lives and the rights of the citizens. Some have accused them of
trying to turn citizens into subjects.
It has been a battle for centuries. When America fought and
won the battle for independence
from the King of England, it really
shook up the normal structure of that
time. Most of the civilized world
was run by dictators or royalty. It
was so ingrained, that kingdoms
were formed by “divine right.” To
oppose that argument was to go
against the Will of God.
People believed it and it
took several revolutions in kingdoms to dispel that slogan. Some
royal families were smart enough to
modify the monarchies and they
became symbols as the people then
had the power to make laws.
In countries run by dictators, those who didn’t have the
power of the military to stay in

power and keep ruling as a family
business, were changed by revolutions and uprisings. The Founding
Fathers in America were well aware
of the potential for reverting to those
unacceptable provisions and as a
safeguard, wrote the Declaration of
Independence and the Constitution.
When writing the Declaration and Constitution, they created a
government of laws, not men. The
leaders were elected and replaced by
the will of the people who voted. In
the days following the emergence of
a new country and new government
the whole focus was on government
of the people, by the people and for
the people. Those in power were
replaceable. If the people were no
longer satisfied by the way the government was being run.
The politicians of that era
“did their duty” and served short
terms in government. When they
were satisfied that they served to
make the country better, they
stepped down to go back to their
farms or businesses. Others were
simply removed by elections and
new people replaced them.
As one would expect, from
the beginning of any government,
there were people involved in power
plays and ambition would lead to
battles in the government proceedings as well as elections. Some of
the disagreements led to duels and
deaths. From the beginning of governments, from any perspective,
there were people who wished to get
more power.
History is filled with the
stories about the motives causing
change, but it seems to have a common source. Someone wanted more
power and money. A few wanted
better government. Those ambitions
are still prevalent in government
today. Corruption is still a major
factor in most government agencies
and could be eliminated by intelligent voters.
The fact that most politicians look at government as a career
path, rather than “doing their duty,”
has been, and still is, a major problem in America. Some elected officials have served in office longer
than many monarchs and dictators. The elected officials have
passed laws that are extremely beneficial to the incumbents.
New York is a perfect example of that equation. It has better

than a 90 percent reelection
rate. The districts have been wonderfully gerrymandered by the people in power to keep the people in
power, remaining in power. The
political parties are focused, not on
the best government, but the best
method to stay in power. Power
first. People second.
People are the necessity to
win elections because they are the
voters. It has been said that some
people are so dedicated to their party
affiliation, they even vote after they
have died. Some districts have been
reported to have more voters in an
election than people who are registered.
So, how does this affect the
issue of gun control? The Second
Amendment was put in the Constitution to prevent the government from
becoming too powerful. The amendment has been likened to a keystone
on an arch and, if it is destroyed or
removed, the whole arch crumbles. That is why it plainly says,
“The right of the people to keep and
bear arms shall not be infringed.” A
definition of infringed is “violated.”
Keeping and bearing arms
is not only for personal defense
against individual harm, but as a
defense against permanent marshal
law or a takeover by individuals
who seek to change our Republic
into a different form of government,
like socialism. Those who wish to
disarm the populace, gun by gun,
should be looked at with skepticism.
They will look at any tragedy as a means to infringe on the
rights of the honest citizen. The semi
-automatic rifle with a threaded barrel that they ban today can easily
pave the way for banning a pump or
lever action gun the next time there
is a shooting.
The liberal politicians refuse to address the real problem because it is difficult to solve. Their
slogan “Gun Violence” should be
replaced by a more accurate description like, “Criminal misuse of firearms.”
However, this is a really
difficult problem for them to solve
because CRIMINALS DON’T
OBEY LAWS. It is much easier to
keep repeating a lie than it is to
solve the real problem. Don’t forget
to vote this year.
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SCOPE Business
Associate Members
The following
are business members of
SCOPE. If your business
would like to become a
SCOPE
business
member please fill out
the application below.
A.R. Pierrepont Co.
154 Berkeley St
Rochester, NY 146073003
585-473-3225

Ashville General Store
PO Box 199
Ashville, NY 14710
716-763-3369
Association of Former
NYS Troopers
PO Box 362
Hamlin, NY 144640362
585-964-3317
B & E Electric
4466 Kipp Rd
Canandaigua, NY
14424

Ambrose Mechanical
Services
71 Lake Meadow Dr
Rochester, NY 14612
585-663-7826

B S Recreational Farm
8384 State Park Rd
Three Mile Bay, NY
13693
315-649-3424

American Freedom
Apparel
116 University Blvd
Depew, NY 14043
716-407-0515

Batavia Marine &
Sporting Supplies
411 W Main St
Batavia, NY 14020
585-343-4131

Any Time Ammo
8 Larkspur Rd
Ballston Spa, NY 12020
518-596-9900

Beecroft's11106 Rt 40
Schaghticoke, NY
12154
518-753-4402

Bill Fox & Son
Construction &
Remodeling
9346 South St Rd
LeRoy, NY 14482
585-356-4992
Bonded Collection
Services
PO Box 305
Fairport, NY 14450
585-223-2089
Brightside
Communications
PO Box 2404
Binghamton, NY 13902
607-768-7088
Bullseye Shooters
Supply
453 S Hamilton St
Painted Post, NY 14870
607-962-1100
Cast Away Charters &
Guide Service
12 Hummingbird Rd
Coudersport, PA 16915
716-560-9216

Champs Mini Mart
11279 Ridge Rd
Medina, NY 14103
585-798-0048
Ciminelli & Ciminelli
PPLC
421 Penbrooke Dr
Ste 2
Penfield, NY 145262045
585-235-0980
Creekside Morgans
60529 Route 415
Avoca, NY 14809-9540
631-988-6303
Creekside Sports409
Main St
Schoharie, NY 12157
518-702-5061
D&J Construction West
7562 McCarriger Rd
Ovid, NY 14521
607-869-9466

(Continued on page 15)

SHOOTER’S COMMITTEE ON POLITICAL EDUCATION (SCOPE, INC)
PO Box 165, East Aurora, NY 14052
Business Associate Membership Application
Date of Application___________________ Donation, Annual $50_________ Annual Sponsor $250__________
Business Name___________________________________________________________Phone____________________
Address____________________________________________________________City __________________________
State___________ Zip__________ Fax _______________________________________________________________
Mailing address if different__________________________________________________________________________
Contact Name & Title______________________________________________________________________________
Secondary Contact ________________________________________________________________________________
Website_________________________________________ Email___________________________________________
Type of business (gun shop, sporting goods, etc.)_________________________________________________________
(Donations to SCOPE are not refundable or tax deductible)
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Dick Ferraioli/
Guilderland Pump
6230 Hawes Rd
Altamont, NY 12009
518-861-8733
Dick's Country Store
Gun City & Music
Oasis
7429 US Rt 11
Churubusco, NY 12923
518-497-3253
Diversified Dairy
Products
496 Kennedy Rd
Buffalo, NY 14227
716-864-1760
Durham Valley Liquor
Store
395 Rt 20B
E Durham, NY 12423
518-634-7132
Fire and Ice HVAC
PO Box 257
Canandaigua, NY
14424
315-760-4822
G. Chipman Insurance
Agency
360 Grant Ave Rd
Auburn, NY 13021
315-252-8541
Gene Swanson Auto
Repair
4417 Chautauqua Blvd
Lakewood, NY 14750
716-763-0961
Harold's Welding Shop
1164 E Swamp Rd
Penn Yan, NY 14527
585-554-5178

Hunters Landing
8348 Lewiston Rd
Batavia, NY 14020
585-343-1474
Legal Shield / ID Shield
PO Box 364
Ransomville, NY
14131
716-863-6577
Lincoln Electro
Mechanic Corp.
2908 State Rt 209
Kingston, NY 12401
845-339-5686
New York Security
Training Center215
South Main Street
Newark, NY 14513
585-520-4880
Oneida Electric
5630 Horatio St
Utica, NY 13502
315-733-1311
Oyster Bay Insurance
27 Pine Hollow Rd
Oyster Bay, NY 11771
516-922-9131
Point Pleasant Firemen's
Association
55 Ewer Ave
Irondequoit, NY 14622
585-234-9647
Precision Armament
Div of PM Research Inc
4110 Niles Hill Rd
Wellsville, NY 14895
585-593-4975
Rick's Septic Services
PO Box 2
Canandaigua, NY
14424
585-797-8346

RJK Guns & Stuff
868 Hyde St
Whitney Point, NY
13862
607-692-3346
S&B Products
PO Box 145
Munnsville, NY 13409
315-363-3710
S&S Auto Body
Ken-Ton321
Englewood Ave
Buffalo, NY 142232819
716-834-0183
Sardinia Mini Storage
PO Box 158
Sardinia, NY 14134
716-807-9963
Seneca Gun Sports
4705 Ste Rt 14
Rock Stream, NY
14878
607-243-7243
Strong Side Defensive
Firearms Training
5316 Franklin Rd
Marion, NY 14505
585-506-2978
Take Aim Firearms
3586 Connie Trail
Blasdell, NY 14219
716-939-0101
The Custom Shop Gun
Shop
PO Box 410
Walworth, NY 14568
315-986-1717
The Firing Pin8240
Buffalo Rd
Bergen, NY 14416
585-494-0333

The Valley Gun Shop
1600 Davis Rd
W Falls, NY 14170
716-652-7499
Thunderbird Arms
7461 Peavy Rd
Angelica, NY 14709
585-466-3090
True American Signs &
Vehicle Specialties
678 E. Main St
Cobleskill, NY 12043
518-234-1400
Turnbull Mfg. Co.
6680 Rt 5 and 20
Bloomfield, NY 14469
585-657-6338
Williamson Hardware
PO Box 163
Williamson, NY 14589
315-589-4011
WNY Synthetics/
Amsoil
3238 Lockport Rd
Sanborn, NY 14132
716-216-4045
www.GoldRushEnergy5
26.com
390 Lykers Rd
Central Bridge, NY
12035
518-470-6079

Please use a SCOPE
m em ber
busi nes s
whenever you can.
Don’t forget to tell
them you found their
business in the SCOPE
newsletter.
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Social media and
“reporting”
By Craig Robillard
Rochester, NY
A few decades ago, Eastman
Kodak was selling its copier division.The local headline that received
more attention was the statement that
Kodak would not be providing any
information to the press. Their reason
was simple, they didn't want to negotiate in the papers.
Many people notice, on a
variety of topics, that the media occasionally gets the facts wrong.
Paul Harvey's WWII radio
show tagline played on this observation quite well..."And now you know
the rest of the story..."The "Rest of the
Story" presented little known facts on
a topic with an essential part of the
story left out until the end. It was often entertaining. The show also highlighted the point that facts by themselves are only a piece of a story.
Facts need a complete context to provide information. Leaving out essential parts of the context can lead a
listener/reader into many different
perceptions of the actual story. All too
often, the “rest of the story” isn't completely shared when sensational headline news surfaces. The story usually
gets more complete in the days and
weeks afterwards, but the rest of the
story is often distributed in small circulations. This leaves many with an
incomplete, or very incorrect version
of what really happened.
With the advent of social
media, facts / context and essential
parts of the story that are passed
along, aren’t reliable. Many are blatantly incorrect. Churchill is credited
for saying that "A lie gets halfway
around the world before the truth can
put its boots on."
Which leads to current
events, social media and “reporting.”
In the last few weeks an emotionally
charged event occurred. [Parkland]
The "reporting" has been, in my opin-

ion, not well balanced and in some
cases, incorrect and very biased. Yet,
well distributed. Churchill was right.
I believe that limiting people’s rights is not something that
should be "negotiated" in the media. Many are calling for “solutions”
through various media. However, I
have also noticed that very few in the
media are asking “What are/were the
root causes that led to this event? “
“The only way to solve a
problem, is to first identify it, then
determine its root cause(s). Finding
the root cause will take the most time
and is the most difficult part of the
overall process. Because of this,
many try to skip directly to a solution.
When this happens, after implementing the solution, it is often found that
the problem still persists.”[a selection
from Dale Carnegie, The Five Steps
to Solving a Problem]
When violent acts keep happening, after numerous regulations
and restrictions are made into law, we
can reasonably assume that the root
causes aren’t being addressed. Just
the symptoms. Let’s join the chorus
of cries of "Something must be done!"
It is very probable that there are other
numerous contributing factors and
root causes which need addressing to
curtail violence in our current society.
To date, reporting seems to
focus on just one topic. Does this
mean bullying, intimidation, threats,
knife attacks, rape and other forms of
society’s ills are ok? [I hope not.]
Let’s consider other potential
solutions. Please note many of these
suggestions are already established for
some groups. The proposals are simply applied into a broader range of
different groups.

state before they can have any articles
in circulation.
Part 1 of the publishing permit runs
background checks addressing proper
journalism credentials, character references and establishes which media
outlet will be employing this person.
The publishing permit, if granted, is
only valid for the state the journalist
resides in.
Once approved, articles may only be
circulated in the journalist’s state,
with no state-state reciprocity. Local
topics are to stay local.
Part 2 of the publishing permit process is the universal publishing check
All journalist’s must register the topics they will be writing on. This is to
ensure proficiency in the topic. Periodic retraining will be required. Journalists may not publish in topics for
which they are not registered.
Registration for new topics is a function of local county clerks. This will
require in-person visit, proof of accreditation in the topic and a local fee
Waiting Periods
All registered journalist topics shall
have a 3-day waiting period before
publication
For Social Media
Age Limits
Social media accounts under the age
of 18 limited to family “member”
distributions

For the publishing media:
A) To ensure the "right" people are reporting the facts and in the
c o m p l e t e c o n t e x t , we i s s u e
"Publishing Permits" for all members
of the publishing media.
All journalists must have a Publishing
Permit, parts 1 and 2, issued by their

Parental approval required for distribution lists.
Parents may be subjected to civil and
monetary penalty for unauthorized
distributions.
Distributions limited to immediate
(Continued on page 17)
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SCOPE PAC needs donations
Ken Mathison, Treasurer SCOPE PAC
You should all know that SCOPE has a Political Action Committee (PAC) whose sole purpose is to collect
money to donate to deserving Second Amendment candidates and incumbents. 2016 is an election year for the state senate and assembly.
I have always said that if all gun owners donated one dollar a month to the SCOPE PAC we would have millions of dollars to work with. So, I'm asking all SCOPE members to donate one dollar per month (more if you can) to the
SCOPE PAC. You can do that through an automatic deduction from your credit card, bank account with your debit card,
or through a PayPal account if you have one. All you need to do is visit www.scopepac.com, click on the Donate button,
and follow the instructions.
Money is the grease of the political machine, if we have significant money we can grease the machine in our
favor.

www.scopepac.com
(Continued from page 16)

family and registered family associates
Limited Social Media accounts between age 18-21

All packages subject to search and
seizure.
Backpack and duffel bags limited to
sizes TBD, and must be clear material
For Schools and Universities

Parental approval required for distribution lists
Social media users between 18 and 21
may be subjected to civil and monetary penalty for unauthorized distributions
Distributions limited to the state of
the user’s home address
Open Social Media accounts begin at
age 21
Distributions must be labeled as
“Opinion of”
Re-use of others postings must be
tagged with source
Distributions limited to the state of
the user’s home address
Distributions
Subject to age limits restrictions noted
in part A
For public buildings
All persons shall go through TSAlike security before entering

All persons shall go through TSA-like
security before entering/exit
All packages subject to search and
seizure.
Backpack and duffel bags limited to
sizes TBD, and must be clear material
No campus activities after 8:00pm
And this list can go on. I’ll
bet you have come up with a dozen
more in the last few minutes.
Open minded individuals
that have read this far, should be
shaking their heads at this time.
Restrictive... violates civil
rights... too much control are likely
thoughts. And you are quite correct.
Yet, these types of restrictions have
been placed on the law abiding for
actions they had no part of. These law
-abiding citizens simply like to participate in a legal, but currently
“politically incorrect” hobby. Why is
this? For many, if their ox isn’t being
gored, then it’s not an issue to them.
“Those people” need restrictions for
their [“bad”]interests seem to be an
“acceptable” social norm for many.

That is, until something “they” have
an interest in is subject to constraints.
Feelings, stories, perceptions, assumptions and beliefs often shape a
person’s opinions. Incorrect stories,
along with incorrect facts which are
then hyped by various information
outlets that promote a particular side
contribute to many false perceptions.
The combination of the two does not
make for fair or balanced viewpoints.
Yet, the power of the press seems to
be limited to the person who owns the
press, and their viewpoints. Shouldn’t
our law makers be addressing the
topic that all media should present an
even balance on all issues? Such a
conversation could happen right after
the Shall not be…one.
The point: If we truly wish
to minimize violence in society, then
we must identify ALL contributors
first. Find their root causes and define ALL of them. Then listen to
ALL viewpoints. If we could get this
far, truly viable solutions could present themselves.

“There are almost 4 million gun owners in
New York.
Cuomo got 2.1 million
votes in 2014.
Do the math!”
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Defending the Second
Amendment – Why It
Matters (An Op-Ed)
By Harold Moskowitz
The American Revolution
began when British troops marched to
Concord to confiscate colonial arms
and powder. Colonists viewed confiscation of arms as a violation of the
relationship between citizenship, gun
ownership, and liberty. Our Declaration of Independence spoke of Godgiven “Inalienable Rights” which
could not be denied by a ruler. However, lofty ideals about the People
governing themselves and rights
granted by God instead of a king
were pointless unless the colonists
could win independence. Without
firearms, there would have been no
chance.
The Second Amendment
addressed the fear that a powerful
central government could oppress the
People. It was a guarantee that our
national government would neither
disarm the People nor replace state
militias with a standing army. Jefferson believed that an armed population
would be a deterrence to oppression.
He saw the importance of preserving
“the spirit of resistance.”
Today, there are those
among us who are involved in efforts
to lead this nation toward socialism
under a one-world government.
Some work to further that goal while
in positions of importance in government. Others use their considerable
personal wealth to fund radical group
efforts. Still others work toward the
goal by indoctrinating young minds
in university lecture halls.
They have been weakening
us from within by undermining patriotism, authority, the family, expression of religion in public, morality,
and our national sovereignty. Their
efforts aim to weaken us through division by race, gender, sexual orientation, ethnicity, language, age, culture,

and “economic class.” “Political correctness” was devised to stifle any
criticism of their agenda actions. To
resist them in any way brands one a
“racist,” “xenophobe,” “homophobe,”
“Islamophobe,” etc. In our schools,
the young are taught that “guns are
bad.” For reinforcement, tee-shirts or
trinkets portraying a firearm are prohibited. One elementary school child
was even suspended for chewing a
pop-tart into the shape of a gun.
The “globalists” would end
U.S. sovereignty by having the government sign agreements such as the
U.N. Small Arms Treaty. That treaty
was solidly supported by then Secretary of State Clinton. International
treaties of this type shift decision
making on important issues from our
elected government to international
bodies where unelected, unaccountable administrators would decide how
you would live. International law
would supersede our Constitution and
laws. There is no right of selfdefense under international law. In
addition, firearm ownership is not
considered an individual right.
It is the Second Amendment
with the potential for armed resistance which is slowing the globalist
agenda. The 300-plus million firearms in our urban/suburban communities could be problematic for government leaders if the public were
pushed too far, too quickly. Calls for
universal background checks are
really aimed at national gun registration. Australian-style confiscations
would then follow each subsequent
mass shooting. AR15’s would be
first, followed by semi-automatic
pistols and shotguns etc. For now,
they settle for incrementally chipping
away at firearm ownership after each
mass shooting. Each “gun-free zone”
school shooting provides the emotional momentum for rapid, new infringements on Second Amendment
rights.
Increasingly, the Bill of
Rights is ignored in the name of security. The Constitution itself is often
dismissed by many young people as

an outdated document written by “old
white slave owners.” The window of
opportunity for altering this transformational agenda is in the process of
closing. The Second Amendment
keeps it open.
If the Second Amendment
can be continuously eroded, the other
amendments are not secure. This is
the civil rights cause of our era. We
were placed here, in this time, for a
purpose. We must forget our differences, political or otherwise, to unite
for defending and protecting our Second Amendment rights and, by extension, the preservation of the rest of
the Bill of Rights, for those who
come after us.
The November election is
crucial for preserving individual liberty at the national and state levels.
No excuses! If you are not registered
to vote, get registered and encourage
others to get registered. Speak to
every gun owner about the importance of voting in this election. Governor Cuomo must be replaced to
prevent new S.A.F.E. Act restrictions.
At the national level, Democrat control of Congress would guarantee new
firearm restrictions.
There is a tough row to hoe
ahead of us. S.C.O.P.E. and other
firearm organizations must coordinate
and mobilize their members through
county chapters and affiliated sporting groups. Voting registration forms
and absentee ballots should be available at all gun shops, ranges, sporting
competitions and chapter meetings.
Chapters need to make provisions for
members to call absent members as
reminders to vote on November 6th.
“Summer Soldiers” and
“Sunshine Patriots” will not win the
day for the preservation of individual
liberty! Only your inaction can guarantee Governor Cuomo another
chance to restrict your Second
Amendment rights!
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New York State
Legislation
First number starting with the letter
“A” is an Assembly bill. The second
number beginning with the letter “S”
is a Senate bill. Only one number
means the bill has been introduced in
only one house of the legislature,
meaning it’s a one house bill.
Go to either the New York State Assembly web site, nyassembly.gov/leg/
or the New York State Senate web
site, nysenate.gov/legislation to obtain details of legislation by entering
a bill number.
·A07023 S0063 Oppose Establishes
a special fee on firearms, rifles and
shotguns
·A01224 S0067 Oppose Establishes
the safe homes act
·A02299 S0135 Support Authorizes
an applicant for a pistol or revolver
license to possess such while attending a pre-license firearms safety
course
·A08342 S0192 Support Relates to
providing a tax credit for the purchase
of gun safety equipment
·A05358 S0197 Support Repeals
chapter 1 of the laws of 2013, amending the criminal procedure law and
other laws relating to suspension and
revocation of firearms licenses; private sale or disposal of firearms, rifles or shotguns
·A02659 S0432 Oppose Requires the
creation and imposition of restrictive
commercial practices and stringent
recordkeeping and reporting to prevent gun sales to criminals
·A05826 S0470 Oppose Requires
semiautomatic pistols manufactured
or delivered to any licensed dealer in
this state to be capable of micro-

stamping ammunition

tion in high school physical education
courses

·A06871 S0739 Support Provides
that a license to possess a pistol or
revolver shall permit the licensee to
carry such weapon concealed

·A06425 S3014 Support Relates to
reciprocity for pistol permit applications for military personnel

·A06140 S0879-C Support Limits
the application of the "safe act" to the
counties of Kings, Queens, Richmond, New York and Bronx

·A03097 S3033 Support Increases
penalties for criminal use of a firearm
in the first degree when committing a
drug related felony offense

·A01655 S1049 Support Relates to
licenses to carry, possess, repair and
dispose of firearms

·A02775 S3049 Oppose Prohibits the
possession of concealed firearms in
national parks and national wildlife
refuge systems

·A01298 S1193 Oppose Relates to
the restriction of the sale of ammunition to only individuals authorized to
possess such weapon
·A05300 S1209 Support Relates to
removing the prohibition on firearm
silencer device
·A05274 S1279 Support Relates to
revocation or suspension of a license
to carry or possess a firearm
·A02406 S1414 Oppose Establishes a
waiting period before a firearm, shotgun or rifle may be delivered to a
person
·A06998 S1918 Support Clarifies
that military members are authorized
to possess large capacity feeding devices and other banned weapons
when acting in their official military
capacity
·A05388 S1996 Support Relates to
the recertification process for firearms
·A02847 S2070 Support Relates to
gun control; repealer
·A01708 S2190 Oppose Increase the
types of firearms that are to be included in the firearm ballistic identification database
·A03655 S2820 Support Relates to
hunting, fishing and outdoor educa-

·A00477 S3156 Support Relates to
lowering the age for universal hunting licenses from 14 years old to 12
years old
·A02947 S3277 Oppose Relates to a
ban on undetectable firearms, undetectable firearm receivers and undetectable ammunition magazines
·A01990 S3355 Oppose Enacts the
"children's weapon accident prevention act"
·A05043 S3394 Support Relates to
the filing of approved applications for
licenses for the possession of firearms
·A06346 S3444 Oppose Proscribes
persons, firms or corporations engaged in retail business of selling
firearms from selling, delivering or
transferring child operated firearms
·A04482 S3716 Support Relates to
possession of firearms on property
owned by or held in trust for SUNY
ESF
·A05355 S3770 Support Prohibits the
release of personal medical records or
information without a warrant or express written authorization of the individual
(Continued on page 21)
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(Continued from page 20)

·A00224 S3902 Support Relates to the filing of approved applications for licenses for the possession of
firearms
·A02817 S3917 Support Relates to a temporary permit to carry or possess a firearm
·A06432 S3963 Support Relates to the private sale
or disposal of firearms, rifles and shotguns
·A02977 S4363 Oppose Creates a firearm violence
research institute; and making an appropriation
therefore
·A00563 S4392-A
Oppose
(mandatory storage bill)

Nicholas's

law

·A04651 S4728 Support Authorizes the possession
of a handgun being sold by a dealer in firearms upon
the premises of such dealer
·A03438 S5808 Oppose Enacts the effective background check act of 2017
·A00914 S5829 Oppose Establishes certain crimes
relating to the criminal possession or manufacture of
an undetectable firearm, rifle, or shotgun
·A00980 S5963 Oppose Relates to orders to surrender eligible weapons; requires the surrender of
weapons following a conviction in certain misdemeanor cases
·A08717 S6918 Oppose Relates to the possession,
manufacture or sale of a trigger crank, a bump-fire
device or other firing accelerators
·A06805 S6419 Support Relates to establishing the
civil rights restoration act and amends provisions of
law regarding firearm licenses; repealer
·S7605 A9978 Oppose Relates to access to foreign
state records concerning previous or present mental
illness of applicants for firearms licenses. Passed the
Assembly 3/6/18 delivered to the senate.
A145 Oppose Provides for the temporary surrender
of firearms where an individual may be a danger to
himself or herself or others
·A00349 Oppose Requires proof of liability insurance prior to issuing a license to carry a firearm
(Continued on page 22)

Have you Moved?
If you have moved, please send us your new address so
we can update our files.

Have you changed your Email?
Sending us your email address does two things:
It allows us to get information to you quickly
It saves on mailing costs
Please email updates to:
admin@scopeny.org or mail to PO Box 165
East Aurora, NY 14052
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(Continued from page 21)

·A00456 Oppose Prohibit weapon
promotion and sale on public property
·A00457 Oppose Safe storage of rifles, shotguns, and firearms
·A00468 Oppose Relates to a firearms safety course certificate for license applications made outside of
the city of New York

watch list from obtaining or renewing
a license to carry, possess, repair and
dispose of firearms
·A03732 Oppose Relates to liability
for the manufacture, sale, leasing or
other disposition of ammunition feeding devices and compensation for
damages

·A00800 Oppose Prohibits the sale of
ammunition without proof of a firearm license

·A04129 Support Enacts the New
York state sportsmen's weekend act
and creates a limited exemption of
the sale of certain firearms, ammunition, archery equipment and hunting
supplies from state sales and compensating use taxes

·A00806 Support Clarifies that licenses for handguns may be issued to
non-resident individuals

·A04456 Oppose Relates to manufacturers' reporting the sale or distribution of firearms

·A00897 Support Relates to the revocation and suspension of licenses to
carry, possess, repair and dispose of
firearms

·A04487 Oppose Requires manufacturers to use a coding system on all
handgun and assault weapon ammunition

·A01213 Oppose Relates to the
criminal possession of a firearm or
magazine digitally made

·A04564 Support Relates to pistol
permit applications for military personnel

·A01466 Support Allows security
guards licensed as armed security
guards to possess high capacity
magazines

·A04571 Support Authorizes the possession of certain antique rifles and
their modern-day replicas

·A01627 Support Prohibits the state
police from imposing a fee or surcharge for recertification of certain
gun licenses
·A02175 Oppose Creates a firearm
proficiency requirement examination
for the licensing of persons to carry
or possess a firearm
·A02260 Oppose Requires owners of
firearms to obtain liability insurance
·A02758 Support Relates to the definition of assault weapons
·A02959 Oppose Prohibits persons
named on the consolidated terrorist

·A04962 Oppose Prohibits entry to
gun shows to anyone under twelve
years of age
·A05366 Support Authorizes the carrying of firearms by military personnel at recruiting centers
·A05849 Support Relates to validity
of a license to carry and possess a
firearm in the city of New York
·A06187 Oppose Imposes civil penalties for the improper disposition of a
firearm
·A06345 Oppose Prohibits possession of a gun or non-folding knife at a
governmental chamber or public

hearing of the state or any political
subdivision
·A06433 Support Relates to allowing
individuals licensed out-of-state to
carry a pistol or firearm to carry such
weapon within the state for a limited
duration
·A06787 Support Relates to the disclosure of firearm licensees and applicant’s information
·A06828 Oppose Restricts the locations of gunsmiths and dealers in
firearms in relation to day cares, educational facilities, and places of worship
·A9958 Oppose Prohibits the possession, manufacturer, transport and
disposition of trigger modification
devices (bump stocks) Passed the
Assembly on 3/6/18, delivered to the
senate.

Help
Defeat
the politicians
trying to steal
YOUR
Second Amendment Rights!
Donate to
SCOPE -PAC
Page 3
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The 2017 SCOPE Annual Banquet; a Financial Success

The Inn On The Lake in Canandaigua, New York was the location for the
S.C.O.P.E. Inc. Annual Banquet, which was celebrated on Saturday, October 7,
2017.
A Committee headed by Chairman Floyd Rayburn organized the affair and included the following
members: T. Andrews, P. Baschmann, B. Fox, L. Krenzer, S. Maressa, R. McNally, D. Negley, D.
Smith and S. Speta.
Five different ticket packages were offered to guests: single, couple, Liberty, Tables of Eight and the
Patriot. In addition to the many single and couple tickets purchased, patrons selected five Patriot and
thirteen Tables of Eight packages. Attendees paid for 187 dinners.
Prime rib was by far the favorite choice. Crab & scallop, chicken and pasta dinners were also offered
and selected by the guests.
A Cash Bar commenced the proceedings. 50/50 drawings were conducted throughout the night as
well as a Chinese Basket Raffle. There was also a Premiere Drawing for five rifles and a Liberty 30
Gun Safe. The value of the six items included in the Premiere Drawing was almost $5,500.
The Committee budgeted $20,210 in expenses for the banquet. The actual gross expenses were
$19,046 ($1,164 under the budgeted amount). However, because four benefactors contributed $3,005
in donations, the net expenses for the event were $16,041. Therefore, a far better result to consider
and to highlight is that the banquet generated revenues of $29,750 and returned a profit of $13,709 to
the organization.
So congratulations to all the Committee members and a sincere thank-you to all those who were
S.C.O.P.E.’s guests at the 2017 Annual Banquet. Further more, a very special thank-you goes out to
the four benefactors who generously contributed to its financial success.
For those interested parties, details regarding the banquet’s expenses and revenue are available at
S.C.O.P.E.’s offices in Elma, New York.
(As a postscript, for next year’s banquet the Committee is considering some possible changes: maybe
an August date, a different location, and raffle prizes exclusively for those present at the banquet, etc.
Also under consideration is a survey to solicit feedback about the 2017 banquet and possible changes
going forward).
Sincerely,
Finance Committee

From, SCOPE, PO Box 165, East Aurora, NY 14052
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Your membership expiration date is on the label, please renew today!

YOU INSURE YOUR CAR, YOUR HOME, EVEN
YOUR HEALTH - WELL HOW ABOUT
INSURING YOUR 2ND AMENDMENT RIGHTS?
SCOPE THE RIGHT INSURANCE!
SO DON'T DELAY
SIGN UP TODAY!

Help
Defeat the
politicians
trying to steal
YOUR
Second Amendment
Rights!
Donate to SCOPE PAC Page 3

