
Volume XXVII, Issue VI 
 
November/December 2018 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE: 

 

SCOPE Chapter and 
BoD Information                  2 
————————————————————————— 

Newsletter Deadlines            2 
————————————————————————— 

SCOPE P.A.C.                      3 
————————————————————————— 

Who will step up                   4 
————————————————————————— 

We can make a difference   5 
————————————————————————— 

Redefining socialism            7 
—————————————————————————

Cuomo and the socialists     8 
————————————————————————— 

SCOPE member clubs       10 
————————————————————————— 

Letter to the editor             11 
————————————————————————— 

Business Members              12 
————————————————————————— 

The castle doctrine             14 
————————————————————————— 

Politics 101                          15 
————————————————————————— 
Cartoon                               16 
————————————————————————— 
When governments 
 go blue                             18 
————————————————————————— 
SCOPE elections                 19 
————————–————————————————- 

SCOPE application            20 
————————————————————————— 

Join SCOPE 
Today! 

SCOPEny.org 
 

“Nobody made a 
greater mistake 
than he who did 
nothing because 
he could do only 

a little.“ 
Edmund Burke 

By Tim Andrews, 
S.C.O.P.E. President 
 
 The 2018 elections are over and are 
an unmitigated disaster for gun owners, and 
frankly in my opinion, for New Yorkers in 
general. We’ve become a one-party state. 
Cuomo and his fellow Democrats undoubt-
edly feel they have a mandate to unleash 
their progressive agenda, including more gun 
control. 
 Following the election, Cuomo said, 
“We already have the strongest gun safety 
laws in the nation, and in the upcoming legis-
lative session we will take additional steps to 
make our laws even stronger to keep our 
communities safe.” At the time of this writ-
ing, it looks as though Democrats will con-
trol the state Senate by a 40 – 23 majority, 
and that goes with the 2 to 1 majority De-
mocrats already maintain in the state assem-
bly. 
 Folks, I’m not going to try and soft 
pedal this, the Second Amendment is in seri-
ous jeopardy here in New York. Come Janu-
ary we are looking at the loss of more due 
process, with the governor’s Red Flag law, 
(Extreme Risk Protection Order law), along 
with much more. Let me put it this way, the 
sky may be the limit for Cuomo’s gun con-
trol agenda. 
 The governor’s comments came in a 
response to the recent nightclub shooting in 
California. Now ask yourself: Why would 
that shooting have anything to do with New 
York? On numerous occasions, Cuomo has 
boasted New York has the best gun laws in 
the country. If that’s so, why the necessity to 
pass more? Especially if the impetus is an 
incident that occurred in another state and not 
here. I would contend the governor’s com-
ments and his agenda are proof this isn’t 
about gun safety laws as they like to call it, 

it’s about an all-out attack on the Second 
Amendment rights of law-abiding New 
Yorkers. 
 So, what is there for us to do? Some 
will probably join the droves that have al-
ready done so and leave the state. If you are 
considering that alternative, I hope you 
choose to stay because if you go our job gets 
harder. It seems bleak but it’s not hopeless. 
The courts, especially on the federal level, 
thanks to President Trump have become 
much friendlier. We’ve already begun plan-
ning an agenda using the courts as our battle-
ground. We still believe the unSAFE Act is 
unconstitutional as well as the Red Flag pro-
posal the governor plans on passing in Janu-
ary.  
 We’re Americans, we don’t quit, we 
don’t give up, we have one big advantage 
and that is we are on the side of the Constitu-
tion. We can, and we will win this fight if we 
keep fighting. I know how frustrated we all 
are. I’m just as frustrated as anyone but what-
ever you do don’t give up. 
  I’ve never enjoyed asking for 
money as I know how hard you all work and 
how expensive it is to live in New York. 
However, as you surely know legal action 
and lawyers are expensive, costs can easily 
reach the tens of thousands, we need your 
help to fund our expanding legal agenda. I’m 
asking you to dig down and donate to our 
legal defense fund, please give as much as 
you can and as often as you can. You can 
donate through our website using your credit 
card, www.SCOPEny.org or you can mail 
your contributions to SCOPE, PO Box 165, 
East Aurora, NY 14052. Your support is 
greatly needed and appreciated. 

A Disappointing Election Leaves the 
Courts as Our Main Focus 

A well Regulated 
Militia, being neces-
sary to the security 
of a free state, the 
right of the People 

to keep 
and bear arms, 

shall not be 
infringed. 

          

      SCOPE, Inc.    Shooters Committee On Political Education 
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SCOPE PHONE NUMBERS 
 
To contact SCOPE: 
E-mail:  admin@scopeny.org 
Or call 844-SCOPENY 
  
SCOPE Board Members 
SCOPE Chapter Chairs are 
also Board Members 
  
President 
Tim Andrews 
President@scopeny.org 
585.315.6411 
 
1st Vice president 
Andrea Elliott 
Andrea.elliott@scopeny.org 
845.586.1721 
 
2nd Vice President 
John Prendergast 
John.prendergast@scopeny.org 
315.694.0481 
 

Chairman of the Board 
At Large Director 
Robert McNally 
Chairman@scopeny.org 
716.790.9948 
 
At Large Directors 
Treasurer 
Tom Reynolds 
Tom.reynolds@scopeny.org 
607.215.0612 
 
Secretary  
Michael Giuliano 
Michael.giuliano@scopeny.org 
585.727.0280 
 
Bob Brannan 
Bob.brannan@scopeny.org 
315.573.9088 
 
Nick Massal 
Nicholas.massal@scopeny.org 
585.593.0131 
 
Joe McAdams  
Joe.mcadams@scopeny.org 
716.570.3436 
   
Kathie Ricketson 
kathiericks@rochester.rr.com 
585.535.0670 
   
Mark Allen 
markdallen@rochester.rr.com 
585.739.6778 
 
Chairman Emeritus 
Harold ‘Budd’ Schroeder 
Bigbudd99@aol.com 
716.861.9302 
 
SCOPE CHAPTER 
INFORMATION   
Allegany Chapter 
Chairman Steven Speta 
Steven.speta@scopeny.org 
585.596.1101 
Meetings 3rd Tuesday 
Angelica American Legion 
7:00pm Angelica, NY 
 
Capitol District Chapter:  
Albany/Columbia/Greene/
Schenectady/ 
Rensselaer/Saratoga 
Chairman Curtis Cappellano 
curtisc@nycap.rr.com 
518.330.7732 
Meetings 3rd Tuesday 7:00pm 
American Legion Everett Rd 
Albany 
 
Cattaraugus Chapter 
Chairman Michael Guerin 
Michael.guerin@scopeny.org 
716.597.9001 
Meetings 1st Thursday 7:00pm 
American Legion Post 531, 
Little Valley 
 
Cayuga Chapter 
Jim Dishaw 

Dishawjp@gmail.com 
315.255.3315 
  
Central NY Chapter:  
Contact 
Don.smith@scopeny.org 
 
Chautauqua Chapter 
Chairman Will Conta 
Will.conta@scopeny.org 
716.857.0382 
Meetings 3rd Tuesday 7:00pm 
VFW Post 8647 Mayville, NY 
   
Chemung Chapter 
Contact: 
Tom.Reynolds@scopeny.org 
   
Delaware Committee 
Chairman Andrea Elliot 
2ndvp@scopeny.org 
845.586.1721 
   
Erie Chapter 
Chairman Tony Matuszak 
tonym@roadrunner.com 
716.799.4513 
Meetings 3rd Thursday, 
7:00pm 
George Lamm Post #622 
Williamsville, NY 
   
Genesee Chapter 
Chairman Bill Fox Sr. 
bfsonllc@gmail.com 
585.356.4992 
Meetings 2nd Tuesday 
7:00pm 
Calvary Baptist Church 
3515 Galloway Rd. Batavia, 
NY 
  
Jefferson-Lewis Chapter 
Chairman C. Bruce Kingsley 
cbkingsley@tds.net 
315.649.3424 
Meetings 3rd Monday 7:00pm 
Watertown Sportsmen's Club 
Watertown, NY  

Monroe Chapter 
Chairman Ken Mathison 
Ken.mathison@scopeny.org 
585.967.1040 
Meetings 4th Tuesday 7:00pm 
 
Niagara Chapter 
Contact: 
Don.smith@scopeny.org 
 
Oneida-Herkimer Chapter 
Chairman Bob Good 
Bob.good@scopeny.org 
315.337.4549 
 
Ontario Chapter 
Chairman Tim Maher 
Ontario.county@scopeny.org 
585.507.6735 
Meetings 3rd Monday 7:00pm 
Canandaigua Elks Lodge 
#1844 
Niagara St., Canandaigua, NY 
 
Orleans Chapter 
Chairman David Thom 
David.thom@scopeny.org 
585.589.6918 
Meetings 3rd Monday 7:00pm 
Hoag Library; 1st Floor 
Main Street Albion, NY 
  
St. Lawrence Chapter 
Contact: 
Don.smith@scopeny.org 
   
Schoharie Chapter 
Chairman Russell Case III 
Russell.caseiii@scopeny.org 
518.366.1779 
Meetings 3rd Thursday 
7:00pm 
Alternate venue every 3 
months 
Carlisle Town Hall Carlisle 
Middleburgh R&G Club Mid-
dleburgh, NY 
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To contact SCOPE 
and FIRING LINES 
 Call 844-SCOPENY  

Or Write: 
SCOPE  

PO Box 165 
East Aurora, NY 14052  

 

  All written material is 
copyrighted by the author and 
or SCOPE, Inc. Permission is 
granted to use all or part of the 
published articles in the Firing 
Lines as long as credit is given 
to the author and SCOPE, Inc. 
 

  F i r i n g  L i n e s  a l l o w s 
S.C.O.P.E. to keep members 
informed on issues in regards to 
defense of the 2nd Amendment, 
in  part icu lar ,  and the 
Constitution in general.  It is 
also an opportunity for 
members to voice their 
opinions and concerns on those 
subjects; as such, it contains a 
variety of personal opinions.  It 
should not be taken as 
representing the official 
position of S.C.O.P.E. or its 
officers and members unless so 
stated.  Readers should 
remember that it is not meant to 
constitute legal advice 
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Newsletter Deadline for the 
Next Issue 

 
 Firing Lines is printed every two months.  
The deadlines are January 15, March 15, May 15, 
July 15, September 15 and November 15. 
 We do take articles from you, our members. 
They are subject to editing for spelling and gram-
mar. We also reserve the right not to print the arti-
cle. 
 Articles should be emailed as a file. Text or 
basic Word document formats are preferred. Please 
pictures in JPG format. NO PDF files. Thank You 
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Schuyler Chapter 
Chairman Dan Phillips 
Schuyler.county@scopeny.org 
607.546.4224 
Meetings 2nd Thursday 
7:00pm 
Moose Lodge Montour Falls, 
NY 
 
Seneca Chapter 
Chairman John Christensen 
Jcruger357@yahoo.com 
315.651.8753 
  
Southern Tier Chapter 
Chenango/Madison/Broome 
Chairman Shawn Palmer 
shawnpalmer@frontiernet.net 
607.316.4907 
 
Steuben Chapter 
Chairman Doug Mitchell 
Doug.mitchell@scopeny.org 
607.359.2928 
Meetings 1st & 3rd Mondays 

7:00pm 
Bath Rod & Gun Club Bath, 
NY 
  
Suffolk Chapter 
Chairman Sherman Kearns 
suffolkcounty-
scope@gmail.com 
631.806.1171 
Meetings 4th Thursday 6:30pm 
Dark Storm Industries Oak-
dale, NY 
 
Tioga Chapter 
Chairman Glenn Hopler 
scopetioga@stny.rr.com 
607.625.3463 
Please call Chairman Hopler 
for meeting dates & times 
  
Ulster Chapter 
Chairman Santos Lopez 
Santos.lopez@ucscope.org 
845.418.2881 
  
Wayne Chapter 
Chairman Don Smith 

Don.smith@scopeny.org 
315.398.0195 
Meetings 2nd Wednesday 
7:00pm 
Williamson American Legion 
Route 21, Williamson, NY 
 
Wyoming Chapter 
Chairman Dave Ricketson 
Red44@rochester.rr.com 

585.535.0670 
Meetings 2nd Thursday 
7:00pm 
Dept. of Social Services 
Bldg.Warsaw, NY 
  
Yates Chapter 
Chairman John Prendergast 
John.prendergast@scopeny.org 
315.694.0481 
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SCOPE-PAC  
Political Action Committee 

 

Effectively defending the 2nd Amendment requires 
us to go on the offensive.  We cannot wait, unprepared, for 
the next assault from the radical left.    Although we may 
have a friend in the White House, Cuomo and the radical 
left still reside in Albany.   

SCOPE inc. works to educate the public and in-
fluence legislation while SCOPE-PAC is a separate, all 
volunteer organization and can provide direct financial 
support to candidates and promote legislation safeguarding 
the 2nd Amendment.  Money is the “Mother’s Milk” of 
politics. 
 In less than two years, Cuomo or some equally 
radical liberal will be running for governor and the slim 
majority in the NY Senate will again be at stake. We can-
not wait for the last months before that election to begin 
preparing.  In addition, if we can help a genuine 2A sup-
porter in a primary, that will occur months before the elec-
tion.   
 The time to begin building up cash reserves for 
that election cycle is now, when smaller donations given 
over time can mount up into a significant amount and will 
make a difference.  Please consider making a donation 
now, no matter how small, to SCOPE-PAC and again 
whenever you can afford to support the 2nd Amendment. 

Our ad in Firing Lines gives you specific direc-
tions on how to donate. 

SCOPE-PAC 
P.O. Box 12711 

Rochester, NY  14612 
 

Or online at: 
www.SCOPEPAC.com 

Check your address label for 
your renewal date 

 
 

 With this newsletter your expiration date is in-
cluded on the address label. It will save SCOPE time and 
money if you can renew your membership a month or two 
before your membership is due to expire. 
 You can use the membership application in the 
newsletter or go online to www.Scopeny.org to renew. 

Thank you 



Who Will Step Up to 
Lead the Resistance to 
Albany?  
By Tom Reynolds 
Treasurer and At-Large Director 
 
 Since Franklin Roosevelt 
was President, the United States has 
moved slowly to the left domesti-
cally, as if on the installment plan; in 
small steps our elected officials 
moved us into socialism but few no-
ticed the “low monthly payment”.  
Then, in 2009, Barrack Obama and 
the Democrats got greedy and de-
cided to foreclose on America by 
instituting wholesale socialist 
changes.  Much to their surprise, 
America suddenly felt the accumu-
lated pain, realized what was happen-
ing and reacted strongly to the ero-
sion of their Constitution and tradi-
tional American values.   The TEA 
Party was the most prominent exam-
ple of this reaction and it grew to be-
come a powerful anti-socialist force 
in the Republican Party.  Driven by 
the TEA Party, over the next three 
election cycles, the Republicans 
gained control of the House of Repre-
sentatives, then the Senate, and fi-
nally the Presidency. 
 New York State endured 
something similar.  Liberal gun grab-
bers enjoyed some small successes 
until Andrew Cuomo went wild in 
2013 with the SAFE Act.  Many gun 
owners were awakened from their 
lethargy and 2nd Amendment defense 
organizations (such as SCOPE) saw 
their memberships increase dramati-
cally. 
 Unfortunately, as America 
moved farther from 2009, the TEA 
Party lost some of its energy.  2nd 
Amendment defense organizations 
also saw memberships drop as we 
moved further from the 2013 birth of 
the SAFE Act.  Some of this should 
have been expected as we moved 
away from the crisis event and those 
marginally involved people dropped 
out.  But unlike the TEA Party, 2nd 

Amendment defense organizations 
had little tangible results other than 
having helped to block further ero-
sion of 2A rights.  These blocks were 
made possible by the Republican held 
New York Senate which acted as a 
kind of goal keeper; it blocked most – 
but not all - of the left wing craziness’ 
shots and NEVER went on the of-
fense. 
 In 2018, Socialism started a 
recovery on the national level as De-
mocrats won the House and in New 
York as Democrats took over the NY 
Senate.  Unlike the federal level 
where Republicans control the Senate 
and the Presidency and can neuter the 
socialist tendencies of the House, the 
far left now controls all branches of 
New York’s government.  And don’t 
expect any help from the courts as 
Cuomo appointees dominate the Ap-
peals levels and those appointees 
have never shown any allegiance to 
the Constitutional rights of citizens, 
such as those in the 2nd Amendment. 
 How did this happen? 
 No one cause covers every-
thing, but one major issue is certainly 
the preponderance of Republicans In 
Name Only (RINO’s) amongst that 
party’s elected and elite.  Personally, 
I consistently voted Republican or 
Conservative, but I did it while hold-
ing my nose.  Too many Republicans 
in safe districts are content to have a 
career based on being “the lesser of 
two evils”.  If these safe districts were 
Democratic, many incumbents would 
probably have no problem changing 
parties and adopting centrist Democ-
ratic principles, since they basically 
have already done that.  This kind of 
leadership does not inspire marginally 
involved people to get out and vote – 
until the next crisis hits when it may 
be too late.  Only then will some get 
engaged, but many will still only 
complain as they see the same Repub-
lican establishment faces that caused 
the problem and will not see the point 
in working and voting for those faces. 
 The second major issue is 
the incompetence of the Republican 
Party’s leadership. There are so many 

problems there, I can only summarize 
them. 
 In New York, the Republi-
can and Conservative parties’ 
strength is overwhelmingly in Up-
state.  So, where do the state chair-
men park their butts?  Michael Long 
(ever heard of him?) has been the 
Conservative Party chair since 1988 
and lives in Brooklyn.  Ed Cox (who 
occasionally ventures into the wilds 
of Upstate) has been the Republican 
Party chairman since 2009 and lives 
on Long Island. They are much like 
the generals who stay well behind the 
front lines but believe they know 
what’s happening from reports they 
get.  Not exactly inspirations to the 
troops. 
 Although Republicans con-
trolled the NY Senate for decades, the 
last Senate Majority leader from Up-
state was Warren Anderson, of Bing-
hamton, in the early 1980s.  Again, 
Upstate Republicans are missing from 
the corridors of power even though 
they are the strength of the Republi-
can Party.  
 On the national level, we 
may have just endured the two worst 
Republican House Speakers in his-
tory.  (I only say “may have” because 
I don’t know the history of all House 
Speakers, but it is hard to imagine 
two worst ones than John Boehner 
and Paul Ryan). In the Senate, Major-
ity Leader Mitch McConnell only 
seems motivated when there is a Su-
preme Court appointment at stake 
(but that does rank him ahead of 
Boehner and Ryan who were never 
motivated to effective action.) When 
the Democrats had both houses of 
Congress they were ruthless.  
Boehner and Ryan got control by 
promising to end Obamacare, fix im-
migration and defund Planned Parent-
hood but they were pussycats. Many 
promises were made but few were 
kept by this infamous leadership.  
 So, how do we dig ourselves 
out of this hole? First, keep in mind 
that the Democrats are Socialists and 

(Continued on page 5) 
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WE STILL CAN MAKE 
A DIFFERENCE IF WE 
WANT TO 
By Budd Schroeder 
Chairman Emeritus, 
At-Large Director 
 
 Gun owners in New York 
will have to adjust to the dictates of a 
corrupt administration and should 
expect a rush from Albany to usurp 
more  o f  our  const i t u t io na l 
rights.  Governor Andrew Cuomo has 

won a third term and it wasn’t even 
close.  We had the opportunity to 
elect a pro-gun, pro-Second Amend-
ment governor, but that didn’t hap-
pen. 
 Apathy was the big winner 
in this election and we will be facing 
a battle against more restrictive gun 
laws.  The law looming most omi-
nously is that which would require 
the registration of all guns which 
means that rifles and shotguns will be 
included as well as handguns. 
 Also in the rumor mill is that 

Cuomo wants everyone to be required 
to have a firearms identification card. 
It would be illegal to own any long 
gun without it.  The same background 
checks as are necessary to get a pistol 
permit probably won’t be necessary, 
but it would be reasonable to expect 
that in order to get the card, a person 
would have to pass a NICS 
check.  The problem is that under the 
SAFE Act, people have been falsely 
reported and it is almost impossible to 
be removed. 
 What makes this probable is 
that the Democrats now control the 
Senate and Cuomo can pass anything 
he wishes since there is no way to 
block legislation.  The Democrats got 
what they wanted, which is total con-
trol, and those living in upstate New 
York will be subjected to the whims 
of the New York City politicians.  
 Cuomo will no longer have 
to sneak a “message of necessity” to 
get unfair laws passed.  The “three 
men in a room” will impose whatever 
the liberals desire and the conserva-
tives will have no legislative way to 
stop them.  So, what can the upstate 
peop le do to  pro tect  the i r 
rights?  They can prepare and get 
involved.  Remember, politics is all 
about power and money and politi-
cians have two important things in 
their agenda.  That is election and 
reelection.  They are also sensitive to 
public opinion and anything that can 
affect their image.  
 A wise man said: “All poli-
tics is local.”  It is the way to get 
some balance in the making of 
changes in attitudes.  There is no way 
the Second Amendment activists can 
change the mindset of the New York 
City liberals, but they do have loyalty 
to their party and want to keep the 
power they have and usually want 
more; like complete control.  That is 
where SCOPE has a chance to make a 
difference because of the county 
chapter organization. 
 We know from experience 
that sending busloads of people dem-

(Continued on page 6) 

Socialism ALWAYS fails.  We have 
to be in position when that happens.   
 Our immediate New York 
goal should be to regain the NY Sen-
ate in 2020 and we may have Andrew 
Cuomo’s ego to help us.  Most are 
pretty sure he will make a run for the 
presidency in 2020 and his strategy 
should help us.  Will he try to 
strengthen his far left credentials and, 
thus, provoke a crisis?  Remember, it 
was Obama’s overreach that created 
the TEA Party and Cuomo’s SAFE 
Act that motivated gun owners.  Since 
Cuomo completely controls the politi-
cal side of New York, it is easy to 
imagine him pushing through a far 
left social agenda that will antagonize 
Upstate and he already has an eco-
nomic agenda that is depopulating 
Upstate.  
 All 2nd Amendment defense 
organizations must work together for 
the common goal.  There may be hard 
feelings between some of the organi-
zations but Andrew Cuomo and the 
Democrats are our common enemies.  
We don’t have to be best friends but 
we must work together – cautiously if 
necessary – but together for the 
greater good.  Many SCOPE members 
are also members of other 2A organi-
zations and they must press them to 
work together 
 We must reach out to other 
organizations that Cuomo has and 
will offend.  We may not agree on 
some things but we disagree with 
Cuomo on everything.  Is there a TEA 

Party in your area?  Get some of your 
membership involved and remind 
them we have the same enemy.  Are 
you aware of any anti-abortion groups 
in your area?  Cuomo has offended 
them as much as he has offended 2A 
groups and many churches are very 
angry over this.  And don’t forget the 
upstate economy, or lack thereof.  The 
“Divide NY” people are on our side.  
These may seem like a stretch but 
remember, during World War Two 
we partnered with the Soviet Union to 
take down our common enemy.   
 The leadership of 2A groups 
goes into gun fights without ammuni-
tion when gun owners don’t vote.  
Gun owners must get registered to 
vote and then follow through.  Regis-
ter in a political party so you can vote 
in their primary.  We have to rid our-
selves of the “lesser of two evils” if 
we are to get marginally engaged gun 
owners to vote. Primaries get a low 
turnout and a motivated group can 
overcome the incumbents just by 
showing up to vote. Identify good 
candidates to represent us in those 
primaries and then support those peo-
ple.  We will not get any help on this 
from within the party; they will circle 
the wagons. 
 As party members, you can 
work to oust the current do-nothing 
leadership.   
 No one has to do all this 
themselves but it does require leaders.  
It’s time to step up. 

(Continued from page 4) 
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onstrating in Albany doesn’t work 
well enough to justify the expense.  It 
is a one day show that is easily for-
gotten by the politicians. All legisla-
tors have a district office and that is 
where we can be effective.  
 We must be on a first name 
basis with the assemblymen and sena-
tors, even those who vote against 
us.  They must know us and be will-
ing to listen.  We must support our 
friends when they have fundraising 
events and even have our members 
write letters to the local papers to 
congratulate or praise them when 
they vote our way.  Politicians love 
good press. 
 On the other side, most poli-
ticians hate negative publicity and 
home base is where the demonstra-
tions should be held.  If a legislator 
tells you that he or she is going to 
vote for more gun restrictions, that is 
the time to demonstrate in front of the 
district office.  A group of thirty or 
more people carrying signs and talk-
ing to the press can be very embar-
rassing to the politician.  
 Bombarding them with 
phone calls to the district office can 
be very effective.  The handwritten 
letter is rated high in effectiveness, 
but they can be put aside and ig-
nored.  Eyeball to eyeball conversa-
tions are the best.  That way you can 
handle objections and present the 
reasons for your concern on the pro-
posed bills.  
 The phone call is good. You 
will probably talk to a staff member. 
This ties up time and if you have a 
group of people on board, the volume 
of calls can be very annoying to an 
anti-gun legislator.  Let them know 
that we can be excellent friends and 
bad enemies.  Our chapters should 
provide instructions on how to be 
effective.  Be nice, be courteous and 
persistent.  
 Finally, get involved with 
the county political parties.  If you are 
Republican, Democrat, Conservative, 
or any other party, get on board.  Call 
the chairman and tell him or her that 

you would like to be a committee-
man.  They are the soldiers of a party 
and we will have detailed instructions 
of how to do this when the parties 
organize.  Until then, the party chair-
man can appoint committee-
men.  Working on the inside of the 
party is probably the most effective 
way to cause change. 
 In order to be an effective 
Second Amendment activist, you 
must be active.  These suggestions 

are a good starting point.  We have 
the talent to help interested people 
make a real difference in the upcom-
ing elections and two years gives us 
the time to learn and do it right.  In 
this process, the most important per-
son is YOU! Do you have the will to 
do it?  How much time and effort are 
you willing to give to protect your 
rights and freedom?  

(Continued from page 5) 
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Are Democratic 
Socialists Redefin-
ing Socialism and 
Whitewashing 
its Record? 
By Tom Reynolds 
Treasurer and At-Large Director 
 
 Many of the progressive 
winners in the election are socialists 
and socialism always fails.  It’s easy 
to point at Venezuela and Cuba as 
current examples of socialism’s fail-
ures but the last century gave us nu-
merous examples. 
 If the left understood history, 
they would know that Nazi stood for 
National SOCIALIST German Work-
ers Party.  So why are the democratic 
socialists on the left labeling Republi-
cans in general and President Trump 
in particular as Nazis and Hitler? 
Shouldn’t self-avowed socialists look 
in the mirror? 
 Remember the Soviet Union 
that President Reagan correctly la-
beled as an, “Evil empire…destined 
for the ash heap of history”?  The 
USSR stood for Union of Soviet SO-
CIALIST Republics.   
 China is a communist nation 
and communism is the inevitable re-
sult of socialism. 
 Now, the left is relabeling 
itself as a different kind of socialism, 
(democratic socialism) in order to 
separate themselves from their failed 
past; they are 0 for the last century.  
The Red Sox and Cubs had a better 
century than socialism. 
 But it’s not just socialism’s 
monumental economic failures that 
should scare us.  In the last century, 
socialist dictatorships were responsi-
ble for 100 million people being 
killed.  Mao murdered 40 to 50 mil-
lion Chinese.  Stalin killed 30 to 40 
million people and Hitler chipped in 
with 20 to 30 million deaths.  Minor 
tyrants such as Pol Pot and Fidel Cas-
tro barely get a mention but they did 

their best to bring death and destruc-
tion wherever they went.  100 million 
people killed and today’s socialists 
are saying, “Hey, let’s try it again”! 
 What are socialism / com-
munism/ fascism? Their technical 
definitions sound very academic, non
-threatening and revolve around the 
economy.  But at their heart, they all 
involve central government control of 
the people.  The differences revolve 
around the degree of control but, in 
reality, they all lead to total govern-
ment control of all aspects of people’s 
lives. 
 Why do socialists hate guns?  
They want to be in control of society.  
When socialism fails, again, people 
will rebel and the left will need to 
force them to comply.  Socialists 
aren’t interested in a fair fight; they 
want all the guns so they can keep 
people in line. 
 Why does socialism always 
fail (and a capitalistic / free market 
society succeed)? 
 Capitalism entails free 
choice while socialism necessitates 
government mandates.  Very few like 
being told what to do, especially by 
faceless and far away bureaucrats. 
 Power is centrally held and 
when a tyrant (or an incompetent) 
takes control, they are virtually unop-
posed.  Those in power will do what-
ever is necessary to stay in control 
and they have all the power.  As I 
mentioned earlier, they are not inter-
ested in a fair fight, so they want all 
the guns.   
 Under our Constitution, 
which is the antithesis of socialism, 
political power is divided between the 
three branches of government.  Power 
is further diluted amongst fifty states 
and each state has separate powers in 
their own right. Government’s power 
can also be challenged by the non-
government sector where corpora-
tions, unions, the media, etc. are ca-
pable of opposing government.  Of 
course, when these various govern-
ment and non-government entities 
become aligned with the central gov-
ernment we are on the road to another 

socialist failure.  
 Under socialism, all power is 
held by the central government and 
when it makes a bad decision it af-
fects everyone. The USSR’s failures 
are well documented.  When China 
was totally communist, it could not 
feed its own people so it opened up 
some capitalism and now it is a world 
class economy.  (But to paraphrase 
Abraham Lincoln, a nation will not 
continue to exist half communist and 
half free.) 
 In the USA’s private sector, 
businesses and individuals are free to 
succeed or fail without (usually) tak-
ing down others.  Others learn from 
those successes and failures and emu-
late the successes and avoid the fail-
ures.   
 Federalism is supposed to 
allow the individual states to try new 
things and if they fail they do not 
bring down the entire nation.  Other 
states are free to copy – or not – these 
individual state efforts.  But socialist 
government being what it is, they 
would rather be socialist than right.  
For example, gun free zones have 
been breeding grounds for mass mur-
derers and yet socialist states keep 
establishing them even though they 
have a history of failure. 
 Those that do not learn from 
history are destined to repeat it. 
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Have you Moved? 
If you have moved,  please send us your new address so we can update our files. 

Have you changed your Email? 
Sending us your email address does two things: 

It allows us to get information to you quickly 

It saves on mailing costs. Please email updates to: 

admin@scopeny.org  or mail to -PO Box 165, East Aurora, NY 14052 

Has Cuomo Added 
the Democratic 
Socialists to his 
Enemies List? 
 
By Michael Giuliano 
 
 In a relatively stunning de-
velopment, our poor, beleaguered and 
ever put-upon Governor Cuomo now 
considers both “extreme” conserva-
tives and social ists (ht tps://
www.newsweek.com/cuomo-amazon
-headquarters-alexandria-ocasio-
cortez-1222753) to be among his 
enemies. You see, both sides have 
been critical of his and De Blasio’s 
lavish corporate welfare offered up to 
snag an Amazon facility in Queens. 
 Mr. Cuomo is hurt and of-
fended that these disparate political 
interests would question his presuma-
bly pure motives and tactics. “This 
transaction is a lightning rod for the 
political rhetoric on both extremes. 
The extreme conservatives and the 
socialists both now vehemently op-
pose "incentives" for Amazon, which 
is one of the most profitable compa-
nies in the country,” said Cuomo in 
an op-ed released by his office 
(https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/
op-ed-governor-andrew-m-cuomo). 
Among those “extreme” conserva-
tives? The New York Post. Cuomo, it 
seems, is having his own battle with 
the free press. He also attacked The 
New York Times, Rupert Murdoch, 
and CNN. 

 These tax breaks and all are 
offered ostensibly for New York City 
to compete against other states and 
localities but, in the end, they are 
costing taxpayers a vast sum and the 
plan benefits the already very wealthy 
Jeff Bezos. 
 Cuomo’s diversionary ploy 
of labeling any dissent from either his 
policies or corruption as “extreme”, 
“socialist”, or otherwise emanating 
from people whom he considers gen-
erally unwelcome in New York, is 
wearing thin. At least it is wearing 
thin to the 41% who voted against 
him and perhaps a sliver of even 
those who elected him to four more 
years. 
 As for the rest of the Cuomo 
voting bloc, they prefer their Tam-
many-style Democrat politics “good 
and hard,” to amend slightly the ob-
servation on democracy by H.L. 
Mencken. 
 Albany’s Newest Tactic: 
Attacking the First Amendment 
(and Fourth, Fifth, etc.) to Ransack 
the Second 
 The anti-gun, anti-upstate 
forces in Albany and New York City 
(Note: Molinaro won 47 of 62 coun-
ties in November) won’t stop at any-
thing to achieve their fantasy, which 
is not of stopping violence, since their 
gun control schemes cannot accom-
plish this as guns don’t commit 
crimes, but of needling their political 
enemies, attaining the leftist bona 
fides for CNN appearances, and in-
vites to Congressional wine-and-
coffee klatches with well-heeled do-
nors. 

 Two of DeBlasio’s swamp 
creatures, a state senator and the 
Brooklyn Borough President, pro-
posed a bill to require that a gun pur-
chaser turn over their social media 
passwords and past three years of 
s e a r c h  h i s t o r y  ( h t t p s : / /
www.wivb.com/news/new-legislation
-calls-for-social-media-search-before-
pistol-permit-in-ny/1612876779). 
This legislation is so extreme that 
even a certain gun “reform” organiza-
tion (the NYAGC) has been slow to 
endorse it. Inevitably, such groups 
will eventually endorse it and we 
must be ready. 
 Most tellingly, the bill does 
not involve the policing of whether a 
person has made actual public or pri-
vate threats against any person (i.e. 
threats that would be criminal acts 
under the current law) and thus pre-
sumably subject a person to scrutiny 
under the existing laws. It goes much 
further, which is to say, it loudly en-
ters the territory of free speech. It 
allows a review one’s political speech 
and opinions posted on social media 
and internet search history as a basis 
to deny a permit. The proposal is a 
shameless, bold-faced attack on free 
speech and association as well as the 
Second and Fourth Amendments. No 
thoughts or actions are to be private 
under the new regime. 
 The Albany swamp is quite 
willing to attack groups unpopular 
and unwelcome in its hallowed halls 
of power. In fact, conservatives have 
been told they aren’t welcome in 

(Continued on page 9) 
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New York whatsoever by the very 
ethical and unimpeachable Mr. 
Cuomo, whose own corruption com-
mission had to be disbanded lest it 
make things messy for Albany by 
finding anything further. 
 Call the new Senate Minor-
ity Leader John Flanagan and your 
own state senator and ask (politely) 
that they make a very prominent pub-
lic statement against this outrageous 
legislation if it is introduced. In the 
minorities, the Republicans are with-
out much power. The very least many 
of them could do is represent their 
constituents. 
 Cuomo ‘Disrespected the 
Judiciary’ after it Struck Down 
SAFE Act Magazine Capacity Pro-
vision 
 The Buffalo News has re-
p o r t e d  ( h t t p s : / /
buffalonews.com/2018/11/19/amid-
confusion-part-of-safe-act-will-stop-
being-enforced-in-Erie-county/) that 
Erie County’s District Attorney has 
instructed local Erie police depart-
ments to stop charging violations of 

the seven-round limit provision in the 
SAFE Act. A couple dozen criminal 
cases were still pending at the time of 
the news report that charged a viola-
tion of this provision. 
 The seven-round provision 
was ruled unconstitutional years ago 
(in two separate decisions in federal 
court) but many observers suspect 
Cuomo’s administration has been 
encouraging the state police and 
many other local departments to con-
tinue charging individuals with viola-
tions of the magazine limit under the 
flimsy pretext that a lower federal 
court decision isn’t binding on the 
state. 
 Check with your county offi-
cials and inquire as to whether police 
agencies have been instructed to act 
in accordance with these court deci-
sions. Kindly ask if your respective 
county officials respect the federal 
courts? 
 Look towards Washington 
and witness and smell the hypocrisy. 
The President is frequently attacked, 
in the most sanctimonious terms, for 
impugning the legitimacy of the judi-

ciary.  This attack on him is usually 
made with scant evidence. Vocal dis-
agreement is not the equivalent of 
subversion. In contrast, liberal politi-
cians such as Mr. Cuomo only 
“respect the courts” and operate 
within the confines of those courts’ 
decisions when a judicial decree 
squares with their progressive politi-
cal platform. 

(Continued from page 8) 

www.SCOPEny.org 
 

Members, you can access your ‘Member Profile’ on our 
website. Having access to your profile allows you to update 
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email address and a host of other information.  With a click 
of your mouse, you can receive your Firing Lines right to 
your email. You get news faster, and SCOPE puts more 
money towards fighting for your second amendment rights. 
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SCOPE Member Clubs 
 

 The following are clubs that 
are members of SCOPE. If you plan 
to join a club, please try to join one 
that is a SCOPE member. If your 
club would like to become a SCOPE 
club member please give SCOPE a 
call or drop us an E-mail. 
 
5 Point Rod & Gun Club 
ABATE of NY Ontario Chapter 
Adirondack Federation of Sports Clubs 
Alfred Rod & Gun Club 
Allegany County Federation 
 of Sportsman 
Allied Sportsmen of WNY Inc 
Almond Rod & Gun Club 
B.R.G. Conservation Club 
Bailey Mountain Fish & Game Club 
Baldwinsville Rod & Gun Club 
Barre Sportsmens Club 
Barrington Rifle Club 
Batavia Rod & Gun Club 
Bergen Rod & Gun Club 
Big Game Recovery 
Bison City Rod & Gun Club Inc 
Black Rock Fish & Game Club 
 of Cornwall 
Blasdell Rod & Gun Club 
Bog Trotters Rifle & Pistol Club Inc 
Branchport Rod & Gun Club Inc. 
Bridgeport Rod & Gun Club 
"Buckhorn Sportsmens Club,Inc." 
Buffalo Revolver & Rifle Club 
Burlington Flats Fish & Game Club 
Busti Trap & Skeet Club 
Camden Rod & Gun Club 
Camillus Sportsmens Club 
Canajoharie Forest Fish And Game Club 
Canandaigua Lake Duck Hunters 
Canandaigua Sportman's Club 
Canisteo Rod & Gun Club 
Cayuga County Sportsmen's Association 
Chemung County Federation 
 of Sportsmen 
Chemung County Rod & Gun Club 
Chestnut Ridge Rod & Gun Club 
Clarence Shooting Club 
Community Conservation Club 
Conesus Lake Sportsmen's Club 
Conservation Club of Brockport 
Dalton Gang Sportsmen Club 
Deer Search of WNY 
Delchenego Rod & Gun Club 
Depew Rod & Gun Club 
Dutchess County Sportsman Association 
East Hook Sportsmen 
Eden-North Collins Gun Club 
Elbridge Rod & Gun Club 
Essex County Fish & Game League 

Franklinville Conservation Club 
"Genesee County Fish & Game 
 Protective Assoc.,Inc" 
Genesee/Wyoming Pheasants Forever 
Chapter 843 
Glen-Coe Conservation Society Inc 
Gorham Coon Hunters 
Gouverneur Rod & Gun Club 
Gowanda Rifle Club 
Greenway Verona Mills 
 Fish & Game Club 
Guide Step Sportsmen Club 
Hamburg Rod & Gun Club Inc 
Harder O'Donnell Post 734 American 
Legion 
Hartland Conservation Club 
Helderberg Rod & Gun Club 
Hidden Valley Lodge 
Hoisingtons NY Ranging Co. 1776 
Hol-Field Rod & Gun Club 
Holland Rod & Gun Club 
Holley Rod & Gun Club 
Hornell Sportsman Club 
Hudson Valley Sportsmen's  Association 
Ilion Fish & Game Club 
Indian Lake/Blue Mountain 
 Fish & Game Assoc. 
Irondequoit Bay Fish & Game Club 
Iroquois Rod & Gun Club 
Junior Wilson Sportsmen Club 
Lackawanna Conservation 
Lima Gun Club 
Lime Lake Sportsman's Club 
Long Lake Fish & Game Club 
Lyons Rod & Gun Club 
Mendon Conservation League 
Middlesex Conservation Club 
Millgrove Sportsmen's Club 
Millport Hunting & Fishing Club 
Mt Morris Sportsman's Club 
Nassau Sportsmen's Club 
Neighbors Gun Club 
New Paltz Rod and Gun Club 
New York Houndsmen 
 Conservation Association 
Newark Rod & Gun Club 
North Star Sportsman's Club 
North Woods Sportsmens Association 
Northern Chautauqua Rifle & Pistol Club 
Northern Dutchess Rod & Gun Club 
Oakfield Rod & Gun Club 
Oatka Fish & Game Club 
Olean Rod & Gun Club Inc 
Outlet Rod & Gun Club 
Oxford Rod & Gun Club 
Painted Post Field & Stream Club 
Pearl River Gun Club 
Randolph Rod & Gun Club 
Red Creek Conservation Club 
Ripley Rod & Gun Club 
Rochester Brooks Gun Club 

Rochester Rifle Club 
Rockdale Rod & Gun Club 
Rushford Lake Conservation Club 
Safari Club International 
 WNY Chapter Inc 
Sara Spa Rod & Gun Club 
Saranac Lake Fish & Game Club 
Schroon Lake Fish & Game Club 
Scio Rod & Gun Club 
Seneca County Federation 
 of Sportsmen's Clubs 
Shawangunk Fish & Game Association 
Shortsville Rod & Gun Club 
Sons of American Legion Squadron 734 
South Bristol Fish & Game 
 Association Inc. 
Sportsman Coonhunters Association 
Sportsmen's Club of Clifton Park 
Springville Field & Stream Club 
Square Deal Sportsmen 
Stamford Rod & Gun Club 
Steuben Co. Federation 
 of Conservation Clubs 
Syracuse Pistol Club 
Ten-X Shooting Club Inc 
Trumansburg Rifle & Pistol Club 
Twin City Shooting Club 
Veterans of America Gun Club 
Walden Sportsmen's Club 
Waterloo Rifle & Pistol Club 
Watertown Sporstmen Inc. 
West Falls Conservation Society 
Westfield Fish & Game Club 
Whortlekill Rod & Gun Club 
Williamson Conservation 
 & Sporting Club 
Wolcottsville Sportsman's Club 
Wood & Brook Sportsman's Club 
Wyoming Conservation Association 
Yates Carlton Lakeshore Sportsman Club 
Yates County Sportsmen's Association  

Contact 
SCOPE to 

become one of 
our member 
clubs. Page 2 
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Donate to SCOPE 
PAC Page 3 

Letter to 
the editor 
 
By Richard Rossi 
Delaware County 
 
 I would like to share my 
concern as an American citizen to 
what is going on in our country since 
P res id en t  T rump  has  b een 
elected.  Let me be perfectly clear, I 
am speaking as an American Law-
abiding citizen.  This has nothing to 
do with anyone's political affiliation 
or my political preference. 
 We are ALL American's 
first, regardless of our political af-
filiation, and that should be para-
mount in our desire to insure America 
continues to be the greatest country in 
the world. Wishing for our President 
to fail - means America fails... Saying 
'America was never great' is disgust-
ing.... 
 We may disagree on various 
stances based on our political affilia-
tions, different viewpoints are good - 
only if 'common-sense' prevails and 
we discuss the issues, without inflam-
matory rhetoric, and logically. Today, 
this is sorely missing from the 
agenda.  It is NOT what is best for 
America.   
 We have many challenges 
facing our country today. The an-
swers are complex; however, they 
need to be addressed.  We must be a 
country of Laws.  Our immigration 
policy need updating; Our border 
security is lax. Our Rights and Free-
doms are being infringed; Our health-
care system is inadequate; Our mili-
tary needs to be strengthened; Our 
national debt is out of control; Our 
government, at all levels, is too big 
and out of control. Our Supreme 
Court is making laws instead of en-
forcing them based on our Constitu-
tion. We have Governors and Mayors 
believing they can over-ride Federal 
Laws because they don't like them. 
etc... 

 Our Constitution/Bill of 
Rights must be followed. It is NOT 
the right of any elected official or 
branch of Government to decide 
which laws are just and which ones 
should be ignored. Our Founding 
Father clearly outlined a procedure to 
address changes when required. Our 
Constitution is not broken - it is ig-
nored by elected officials who took 
an oath to protect and enforce it. 
 We have a God given right 
to self-preservation. Firearms are 
not 'either good or bad' - it is the indi-
vidual who makes that choice. They 
are responsible for their decisions and 
actions. We need representatives who 
truly believe in this fact. 
 We have a right to know 
who is living in our country and to 
insure they came here legally. Our 
Governor believes he has the RIGHT 
to "play God".  He believes that he is 
above the law.  
 Our Government is not there 
to provide for all your needs and 
wants, from birth to death.  Individu-
als need to take personal responsibil-
ity and ownership for their actions 
and be responsible citizens. This will 
mean sacrifices and standing on 
one’s own two feet.  
 Nothing in life is 'FREE'. 
Nothing the Government can provide 
is FREE - someone must foot the 
bill. I keep hearing that the American 
People want FREE College, FREE 
Healthcare etc. We are a Democratic 

Republic not a Socialist Democracy. 
Are you willing to give at least80% 
of your income to the government so 
you can have all these 'so-called' 
FREE benefits? I for one, am not 
ready for my life to go from "Citizen 
to Slave". America was built on hard 
work and a day’s pay for a day’s 
work. 
 When Aliens have more 
rights and freedoms than Law-abiding 
Citizen, something is very wrong in 
New York State.  When corruption is 
the norm, something is very wrong in 
New York State.  When hard working 
Law-abiding citizens can't make a 
living because taxes are sky rocketing 
to pay for entitlements for 'leaches', 
something is wrong in New York 
State. 

Please check your email for 
renewal reminders. 

If you have an email address listed with 
SCOPE, your renewal reminder will 

now come via email. Please check your 
email for renewal reminders. 



Firing Lines page 12 

SHOOTER’S COMMITTEE ON POLITICAL EDUCATION (SCOPE, INC) 
PO Box 165, East Aurora, NY 14052  

Business Associate Membership Application 
 

Date of Application___________________  Donation, Annual $50_________   Annual Sponsor $250__________ 

Business Name___________________________________________________________Phone____________________ 

Address____________________________________________________________City __________________________ 

State___________  Zip__________  Fax _______________________________________________________________ 

Mailing address if different__________________________________________________________________________ 

Contact Name & Title______________________________________________________________________________ 

Secondary Contact ________________________________________________________________________________ 

Website_________________________________________ Email___________________________________________ 

Type of business (gun shop, sporting goods, etc.)_________________________________________________________ 

 (Donations to SCOPE are not refundable or tax deductible) 

SCOPE Business 
Associate Members 
 
 The following are 
business members of SCOPE. 
If your business would like to 
become a SCOPE business 
member please fill out the 
application below. 
 
A.R. Pierrepont Co., Inc. 
154 Berkeley St 
Rochester NY 14607-3003 
585-473-3225 
 
AM PM Bail Bonds 
1159 W Main St 
Riverhead NY 11901 
631-369-5980 
 
Armor Risk Management Inc. 
2550 RT 9W 
Ravena NY 12143 
518-756-7380 
 
Ashville General Store 
PO Box 199 
Ashville NY 14710 
716-763-3369 
 
Association of Former 
NYS Troopers 
PO Box 362 
Hamlin NY 14464-0362 
585-964-3317 
 
 

B & B Repair Service Inc. 
14 Second St 
Canisteo NY 14823 
607-698-2876 

 
B S Recreational Farm 
8384 State Park Rd 
Three Mile Bay NY 13693 
315-649-3424 

 
Batavia Marine 
& Sporting Supplies 
411 W Main St 
Batavia NY 14020 
585-343-4131 

 
Beecroft's LLC 
11106 Rt 40 
Schaghticoke NY 12154 
518-753-4402 

 
Bill Fox & Son Construction 
& Remodeling, LLC 
9346 South St Rd 
LeRoy NY 14482 
585-356-4992 

 
Bonded Collection Services 
PO Box 305 
Fairport NY 14450 
585-223-7357 

 
Bullseye Shooters Supply 
453 S Hamilton St 
Painted Post NY 14870 
607-962-1100 
 

Cast Away Charters & Guide 
Service 
12 Hummingbird Rd 
Coudersport PA 16915 
716-560-9216 
 
Creekside Morgans 
60529 Route 415 
Avoca NY 14809-9540 
631-988-6303 
 
D&J Construction West, LLC 
7562 McCarriger Rd 
Ovid NY 14521 
607-869-9466 
 
Dick Ferraioli/Guilderland 
Pump 
6230 Hawes Rd 
Altamont NY 12009 
518-861-8733 
 
Dick's Country Store Gun 
City & Music Oasis 
7429 US Rt 11 
Churubusco NY 12923 
518-497-3253 
 
F.G. Rayburn Mason 
Contractors 
3791 Rts 5&20 
Canandaigua NY 14424 
585-394-9360 
 
Fire Mark Insurance Agency 
PO Box 393 
Cobleskill NY 12043 
518-234-2121 
 

G. Chipman Insurance 
Agency 
360 Grant Ave Rd 
Auburn NY 13021 
315-252-8541 
 
Gene Swanson Auto Repair 
4417 Chautauqua Blvd 
Lakewood NY 14750 
716-763-0961 
 
Harold's Welding Shop 
1164 E Swamp Rd 
Penn Yan NY 14527 
585-554-5178 
 
Harv's Harley Davidson 
3120 Kittering Rd 
Macedon NY 14502 
585-377-0711 
 
Heritage Outdoor 
Sports/Archery 
1886 Melvin Hill Rd. 
Phelps NY 14532 
315-828-6860 
 
Interlaken Guns & Ammo 
8268 Main St 
Interlaken NY 14847 
607-532-9244 
 
KAJED Enterprises 
900 Old Liverpool Rd 
Ste 2-10 
Liverpool NY 13088 
704-998-1829 

(Continued on page 13) 
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Laraway for Assembly 
PO Box 410 
Middleburgh NY 12122 
518-827-7733 
 
Legal Shield / ID Shield 
PO Box 364 
Ransomville NY 14131 
716-863-6577 
 
Oneida Electrical 
Contractors, Inc. 
5630 Horatio St 
Utica NY 13502 
315-733-1311 
 
Oyster Bay Insurance 
27 Pine Hollow Rd 
Oyster Bay NY 11771 
516-922-9131 
 
Point Pleasant Firemen's 
Association 
55 Ewer Ave 
Irondequoit NY 14622 
585-234-9647 
 
Precision Armament Div of 
PM Research Inc 
4110 Niles Hill Rd 
Wellsville NY 14895 
585-593-4975 
 
Rick's Septic Services 
PO Box 2 
Canandaigua NY 14424 
585-797-8346 
 
RJK Guns & Stuff 
868 Hyde St 
Whitney Point NY 13862 
607-692-3346 
S&B Products, Inc. 
PO Box 145 
Munnsville NY 13409 
315-363-3710 
 
S&S Auto Body, Ken-Ton 
321 Englewood Ave 
Buffalo NY 14223-2819 
716-834-0183 
 
Sardinia Mini Storage 
PO Box 158 
Sardinia NY 14134 
716-807-9963 
 
Seneca Gun Sports 
4705 Ste Rt 14 
Rock Stream NY 14878 
607-243-7243 

Shoff Farms 
2296 Haven Corners Rd 
Penn Yan NY 14527 
315-694-8600 
 
Strong Side Defensive 
Firearms Training 
5316 Franklin Rd 
Marion NY 14505 
585-506-2978 
 
The Firing Pin LLC 
8240 Buffalo Rd 
Bergen NY 14416 
585-494-0333 
 
Thunderbird Arms 
714 Broadway 
Darien Center NY 14040 
716-239-3279 

 
Tom Huss Service 
PO Box 139 
Ontario Center NY 14520 
315-524-3311 

 
Vincent's Heating & Fuel 
Services LLC 
PO Box 625 (16 Railroad St) 
Poland NY 13431 
315-826-3864 

 
Walton's Service Cente 
1634 Rt 54 
Penn Yan NY 14527 
315-536-6928 

 

Williamson Hardware 
PO Box 163 
Williamson NY 14589 
315-589-4011 
 
WNY Synthetics/Amsoil 
3238 Lockport Rd 
Sanborn NY 14132 
716-216-4045 
 
York Penn Shows 
PO Box 9340 
Frewsburg NY 14738 
716-569-6810 
 
 

Please use a SCOPE 
m e m b e r  b u s i n e s s 
whenever you can. Don’t 
forget to tell them you 
found their business in 
the SCOPE newsletter.  

 
 

✦ Want to annoy 
Governor Cuomo?  Get 
Your Repeal The 
SAFE Act sign send 
an e-mail to: 
admin@scopeny.org. 

Advertising 
in 

FIRING 
LINES 

 
If you would 

like 
To advertise, 
please call 
or E-mail 
SCOPE 

We will be 
happy 

to assist you in 
composing and 
placing an ad 

 

Call: 
844-SCOPENY 

 
Email: 

admin@scopeny.org 

Mail to: SCOPE Membership, PO Box 165 East Aurora NY 14052  
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The Castle 
Doctrine 
 
By Harold Moskowitz 
 
 You are relaxing at home.  
Two men are kicking in the kitchen 
door at the rear of the house.  What 
can you legally do to protect your-
self?  You own a “legal” firearm.  
Should you consider using lethal 
force to protect yourself?  The an-
swers to those questions will largely 
be determined by the laws of your 
state even though the Second Amend-
ment provides the right to use fire-
arms for self-defense. 
  Our laws governing self-
defense are based upon English com-
mon law.  In the 1600’s, English 
common law viewed a man’s home to 
be his “castle” which might need to 
be defended.  However, every life 
had value.  Before using lethal force, 
a man had a “duty to retreat” from the 
threat of physical harm if possible.  
Thus, English common law resulted 
in the “Castle Doctrine” for protec-
tion within one’s home along with the 
goal of trying to prevent the loss of 
human life. 
 The Castle Doctrine gives 
the legal right to defend one’s home 
against an intruder while allowing a 
defense of justifiable homicide.  The 
homeowner is not required to retreat 
before using lethal force.  In the 
1980’s, some states expanded the 
doctrine to cover physical threats to 
occupants of a car, workplace, or 
place of business without a “duty to 
retreat.” 
 The Castle Doctrine may not 
be used as defense against a charge of 
murder or manslaughter if the de-
fender was engaged in an unlawful 
activity at the time of the homicide.  
Likewise, lethal force can only be 
justified if the intruder entered the 
premises for the purpose of commit-
ting a felony.  The intruder must not 
have been invited into the home for 
any reason.  A defender who initiated 

or provoked the situation which re-
sulted in the homicide may not use 
the Castle Doctrine as a defense.  In 
addition, lethal force is not justifiable 
if the physical threat is diminishing.  
The idea of justifiable homicide is 
based on the premise that the killing 
of a person did not involve “malice” 
or “criminal intent.” 
 At least twenty-four states 
allow for justifiable homicide in the 
face of an imminent physical threat 
without a duty to retreat.  New York 
requires a full duty to retreat before a 
person may use lethal force in home 
self-defense.  Some New York prose-
cutors might possibly want to have 
recorded proof of a call to 911 on 
which you can be heard warning the 
intruder through a locked or barri-
caded door that you were armed and 
prepared to use lethal force if he per-
sisted.  A person might even be ex-
pected to flee from the premises to 
retreat from the threat.  In fact, New 
York law prohibits the use of deadly 
force if it is known “with certainty” 
that an intruder can be avoided by 
retreating. 
 California allows the use of 
lethal force only for protection of the 
home’s occupants from physical dan-
ger.  Prevention of theft of personal 
property is not covered.  Other juris-
dictions with limited or no Castle 
Doctrine self-defense protections 
include:  Idaho, Iowa, New Hamp-
shire, New Mexico, Pennsylvania, 
South Dakota, Vermont, Virginia, 
and Washington, D.C.  Eastern sea-
board states with very restricted abil-
ity to use lethal force include:  Con-
necticut, Delaware, Maine, Maryland, 
Massachusetts, New Jersey, and 
Rhode Island.  Not surprisingly, 
many of these states also have very 
restrictive gun control laws. 
 Florida and Texas have very 
strong Castle Doctrine plus “stand-
your-ground” protections.  The latter 
form of protection provides the right 
to self-defense in any location where 
a person has a legal right to be.  Other 
states with strong self-defense protec-
tions include:  Alabama, Arizona, 

Georgia, Indiana, Kentucky, Louisi-
ana, Montana, Nevada, Oklahoma, 
South Carolina, Tennessee, Utah, and 
Washington. 
 Texas allows lethal force for 
protection in homes, cars, places of 
employment, or business locations 
whenever an intruder has unlawfully 
entered, or is attempting to enter by 
using force.  It also allows such force 
for protection when an intruder is 
attempting to remove someone from 
the protected areas by force or is at-
tempting to commit a crime such as 
rape.  No attempt to retreat is re-
quired.  Texas as well as a few other 
states protect citizens against civil 
lawsuits arising from force used for 
defense of themselves and others in 
protected locations.  Florida also has 
strong self-defense protections.  In 
addition, unlike other states, in Flor-
ida the “dwelling” where self-defense 
has ended in homicide does not even 
need to have a roof.  It can be move-
able and can be as temporary as a 
tent. 
 It is advisable to periodically 
check with lawyers licensed in the 
states where you own property.  State 
laws can change at any time.  Be in-
formed before you need to pull the 
trigger! 
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POLITICS 101 FROM 
AN AMATEUR 
PERSPECTIVE 
 
By Budd Schroeder 
 
 The battle is on and it does-
n’t look good for the country.  As 
most people are trying to figure out 
what is really happening, it gets more 
confusing.  This column has long 
insisted that the major part of politics 
is the reliance on perception and per-
spective to address the people.  If 
voters believe lies and it results in a 
certain politician getting elected, the 
winning party will say that the end 
justifies the means. 
 What the politicians and left 
leaning media say doesn’t have to be 
accurate for their means.  Results will 
justify what they say and do.  Repub-
licans and Democrats are involved 
with that philosophy, but the Democ-
rats are better at doing it.  They will 
accuse a person of lying even if the 
statement was an honest mistake, but 
the media can twist an event or state-
ment to “prove” a “lie.” 
 Let’s say on a Monday Joe 
passed by a beige house and thought 
it was attractive. He mentioned it to 
Clyde on Friday, but since he didn’t 
go past it since Monday, he didn’t 
know that on Tuesday the home 
owner painted the house green.  Clyde 
drove by the house on Thursday and 
called Joe a liar because he said the 
green house was beige.  It should be 
mentioned that Clyde didn’t like Joe 
and wanted to embarrass him. 
 Well, what he said was origi-
nally true, but the color changed with-
out his knowledge so was Joe a liar?  
Of course not!  In his mind, it was the 
truth, but to embarrass Joe, Clyde 
made an issue about it.  This is similar 
to the way some of the media will 
deal with an event or statement that is 
made by a public figure they don’t 
like. 
 Clyde was correct about the 
color of the house and Joe was wrong 
when the statement was made.  But, a 

spin doctor can get mileage with inci-
dents like this to embarrass or deni-
grate a person they don’t favor.  It 
happens frequently in the electronic 
news or in the printed press. 
 It has been reported that in 
cases before a court, a skilled prose-
cutor can get statements from a par-
ticipant in one session and then, later 
do a little skillful re-questioning in 
such a manner that it contradicts what 
was originally said, and all of a sud-
den the person is charged with per-
jury.  This is a skill that can be used 
by very successful lawyers. 
 In politics, what you see is 
often not what you get, and often you 
get what you didn’t see.  Politics 101 
is complex and sometime devious.  
Some people in the political arena 
have been successful for decades with 
the perception and perspective twist-
ing techniques. 
 It is easy to blame those in 
government for mistakes.  Most suc-
cessful politicians are very adept with 
the techniques. The media, consult-
ants and advertising agencies are ex-
perts who make a good living with 
their skills. 
 There is an old story about a 
man who wanted to hire an executive 
for his business and had three appli-
cants apply for the job.  He told them 
that he would ask them the same 
question and his decision would be 
based on the best answer. 
 The first applicant was a 
mathematician and the question was 
“How much is two plus two.  The 
man answered: “Four!”  The second 
person was a statistician and his an-
swer was:  “I will make a graph to 
determine what it will be and depend-
ing on the variances it could be any-
thing between two and four.” 
 The third candidate was a 
lawyer and his answer was:  “How 
much do you want it to be?”  The 
executive was involved in the politi-
cal process, so guess which one of the 
three was hired. 
 Politics can be a very dirty 
business and this is most evident dur-
ing the campaigns.  The most effec-

tive way to get votes is walking door 
to door and talking to the voters one 
by one.  This is impossible for candi-
dates in state and federal elections, so 
the campaign depends on mass media 
and rallies before large groups of peo-
ple. 
 These efforts are very expen-
sive and depending on the size of the 
district and office it can cost from 
high six digits to millions.  The three 
conditions for a candidate that are 
necessary to be viable are name rec-
ognition, the ability to raise money, 
and a power base.  The part about 
money is extremely important. 
 If we know anything about 
politics, we find that many elections 
have been bought.  The person who 
was able to afford the necessary me-
dia coverage and commercials won 
over candidates who were better 
qualified to hold office. 
 Abraham Lincoln was cred-
ited with the statement: “You can fool 
some of the people all of the time, all 
of the people some of the time, but 
you can’t fool all of the people all of 
the time.”  Might be true, but in poli-
tics, all you need is fifty percent of 
the vote plus one to win. 
 Some elections are close and 
Josef Stalin was quoted as saying 
something like “The person who 
votes is not as important as the person 
who counts the votes.”  Some politi-
cians have won under questionable 
ballot counting. 
 We have some very fine peo-
ple in government.  We have some 
who are not so fine and as we all 
know, some are downright crooked 
and should be investigated.  In New 
York, we have more than our share of 
the last category. 
 This column has said that the 
difference between a statesman and a 
politician is that a statesman looks 
forward to the next generation.  The 
politician looks forward to the next 
election.  The big elections are two 
years away.  Let’s hope there are 
more statesmen running than politi-
cians. 
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SCOPE Business Associate Membership 
 
 Show your support for our 2nd Amendment rights with a Business Associate 
Membership.  Dues are $50 annually, or $250 for a Sponsor level membership.  
Members will receive a window sign to display, a listing on our website and con-
tact information.  We will also supply them with membership applications and a 
supply of each issue of the Firing Lines for their store.   Sponsors will also receive 
a wall plaque for display in their store.  
 

Application on page 12 
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WHAT HAPPENS 
WHEN 
GOVERNMENTS  
GO BLUE 
By Budd Schroeder 
 
 There will be changes in 
government because of the change of 
political power.  We should know by 
now that politics is all about power 
and money and those with the most 
power and money get to call the shots 
on what will happen on the national 
and local scenes.  In Washington, DC 
the Congress went to the Democrats, 
but the Republicans managed to in-
crease their majority in the Senate. 
 Many think this arrangement 
will cause confusion and more inter-
nal battles that will involve getting or 
maintaining power.  It will be diffi-
cult to get legislation passed and there 
will be more distractions, especially 
in the house.  It is almost certain that 
what President Trump will be man-
gled by the Democrat majority.  The 
citizens will be the ones to pay the 
price for the dissention,. 
 The Democrats in the house 
have already stated or at least, hinted 
what their agenda will be.  The prime 
directive is to distract from any legis-
lation Trump wants.  There will be 
the cries from the Waters’ group for 
impeachment.  What the charges will 
be have not been invented yet.  The 
fact that after two years of Mueller’s 
attempts to charge the president with 

collusion involving Russia, and com-
ing up with nothing, that investigation 
will continue to be on the agenda. 
 The liberal leftists have 
made significant inroads into the 
process and since positions are tradi-
tionally based on seniority, the com-
mittee chairmanships will go to peo-
ple like Maxine Waters and Gerald 
Nadler for key positions. Knowledge-
able people are skeptical about the 
results that will come based on their 
past performances and reputation. 
 Ideology is going to be 
tested as well.  From the direction the 
left has taken during the past two 
years, it is probable that there will be 
attacks on the Constitution.  Nancy 
Pelosi has already stated that weaken-
ing the rights stated in the Second 
Amendment is high on her hit list.  It 
is obvious that the liberal left is deter-
mined to strip rights from the citizens 
and increase the power of the govern-
ment. 
 The Founding Fathers placed 
the right of the people to keep and 
bear arms high on their list of impor-
tant rights.  Only the freedom of 
speech, press, right of religion, and to 
peaceably petition the government 
were placed before the right to be 
armed.  They stated that the right to 
own a gun was not to hunt or even for 
self-defense, but as protection against 
a government that became a threat 
against a republic.  Since the Civil 
War, politicians and bureaucrats have 
been infringing on that right. 
 It is difficult to find another 

constitutional right that requires gov-
ernmental permission to enjoy.  From 
the time of the Jim Crow Laws to 
restrict the right to keep and bear 
arms, to laws requiring permits to 
carry them, the power brokers keep 
passing laws that infringe on the right 
in spite of what the Second Amend-
ment says.  Requiring a permit to 
have and bear arms has turned a right 
into a privilege.  This is not what the 
Founding Fathers said.  Of course, 
power seeking politicians don’t care 
what the Constitution says. 
 Then, there is the hypocriti-
cal issue of the First Amendment 
right of free speech.  The liberals 
speak of their support of free speech, 
but think nothing of banning conser-
vative guest speakers in the liberal 
colleges.  Some college students held 
violent riots to prevent conservative 
ideas from being spoken in THEIR 
college halls.  This is becoming more 
ingrained in the educational process, 
some being evident in public schools. 
 Even words have to be 
“politically correct” if a person wants 
to avoid problems.  Saying the  politi-
cally incorrect word can cause a per-
son to lose a job or be denigrated 
publically.  Books have been taken of 
shelves because they had parts or 
words that could hurt someone’s feel-
ings.  Words have great power and 
using certain ones or making state-
ments could cause a law suit if said in 
the wrong way or environment.  The 

(Continued on page 19) 

 
With the results in on the November elections, the battleground to save 
our Second Amendment Rights is now in the courts. 
 
Court litigation is expensive and necessary and we need your help. 
Please donate today to help us fight Cuomo in the courts. 
 

You can donate using your credit card at: www.SCOPEny.org 
 

Or you can mail a check to: SCOPE, PO Box 165, East Aurora, NY 14052 
 

Please Donate Today 
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term “racist” has become a weapon in 
the mouths of the liberals. 
 What would happen if those 
who are conservative or on the right 
insisted that it is a denigrating word 
that is hurtful and would have to be 
referred to as the “r” word?  Of 
course with the liberal media and 
educational institutions that would be 
unacceptable because it doesn’t of-
fend them.  Calling a person a racist 
is one of their best weapons. 
 The states take part of these 
methods to advance their agenda and 
New York and California are high on 
the list of the liberal states with more 
joining the blue tide.  However, to a 
logical mind they are hardly a stan-
dard for rational living.  California is 
high on the list of a haven for illegal 
immigrants and homeless people and 
it is getting worse.  New York just 
became a totally blue state with the 
Assembly and Senate run by Democ-
rats. 
 The major problem is geog-
raphy.  The power is all in New York 
City and the voting shows it. The 
upstate counties are much more con-
servative and invariably the counties 
with a high percentage of people get-
ting public assistance vote Democrat. 
It is obvious that upstate New York 
will be run by the whims of the New 
York City politicians.  They now 
have to power to do that.  Some are 
saying that corruption will increase 
along with taxes and a loss of free-
doms. 
 Governor Cuomo will no 
longer have to sneak in his pet pro-
jects with “a message of necessity” to 
dominate the state.  He will be able to 
have the power of a dictator and push 
his agenda whenever and wherever 
he wishes.  This will be a very tough 
year for conservatives and others who 
value freedom. 

(Continued from page 18) 

SCOPE PAC needs donations 
Ken Mathison, Treasurer SCOPE PAC 
 
 You should all know that SCOPE has a Political Action Com-
mittee (PAC) whose sole purpose is to collect money to donate to de-
serving Second Amendment candidates and incumbents.  
 I have always said that if all gun owners donated one dollar a 
month to the SCOPE PAC we would have millions of dollars to work 
with. So, I'm asking all SCOPE members to donate one dollar per month 
(more if you can) to the SCOPE PAC. You can do that through an auto-
matic deduction from your credit card, bank account with your debit 
card, or through a PayPal account if you have one.  All you need to do is 
visit www.scopepac.com, click on the Donate button, and follow the 
instructions. 
 Money is the grease of the political machine, if we have signifi-
cant money we can grease the machine in our favor. See Page 3 
 

www.scopepac.com  
 

SCOPE Elections 
If you want to run for a  SCOPE  leadership position 

 
 
 This has been a very busy year and we find January closing in on us 
already. SCOPE by-laws require those wishing to run for At Large Director-
ships next year publish their intentions by January 1 each year.   
 
  Section 2.2.3 Qualifications states "Directors must be at least 18 years 
of age and must also have been a member in good standing for at least 2 years 
prior to their notice of candidacy. The SBOD may waive the two-year require-
ment. To become an at-large candidate a member must give a notice of candi-
dacy and a biography by January 1st to the election committee. The member 
will become a recognized candidate unless the election committee can show 
cause for ineligibility. A chapter chair may not hold the position of at-large 
Board member. 
 
  We would like to encourage all who feel they have something to offer 
the organization to step forward.  Those applying and determined qualified will 
have their biographies posted in the January/February edition of the newsletter, 
The Firing Lines, and will be elected by mail-in ballots, counted during the 
members meeting in April. 
 
  If you feel you are interested and qualify, please forward your in-
tentions and biography to admin@scopeny.org or mail through regular 
mail to S.C.O.P.E., Inc, PO Box 165, East Aurora, NY 14075.  Allow suffi-
cient time for the delivery before the January 1, 2019 deadline. 
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YOU INSURE YOUR CAR, YOUR HOME, EVEN 

YOUR HEALTH - WELL HOW ABOUT 

INSURING YOUR 2ND AMENDMENT RIGHTS? 

 

SCOPE THE RIGHT INSURANCE! 

 

SO DON'T DELAY 

SIGN UP TODAY! 

Your membership expiration date is on the label, please renew today! 

Help 
 

Defeat the 
politicians 

trying to steal 
YOUR 

Second Amendment 
Rights! 
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