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By Tim Andrews
There’s no question we all deplore
mass shootings, and as much as anyone we
would like to prevent these horrendous acts.
Regrettably, the misguided solution that gets
most of the attention is more gun control
impacting law-abiding citizens. What we get
is more gun control on top of more gun control, none of which ever impacts demented
individuals, preventing them from perpetrating evil.
Gun control does not work, there are
literally thousands of gun control laws on the
books and it’s clear they don’t work. So,
what will work? Of late, some media and law
enforcement officials to varying degrees have
begun withholding the names of the perpetrators of these horrendous crimes. The reason
often given is that the perpetrators are often
looking for notoriety and it’s felt withholding
their names serves the greater good.
There’s merit to that logic and I
would propose taking it a step further. I
would propose a law not just withholding the
name of the perpetrator, but also banning the
media from reporting mass shootings. By
withholding names, the media and law enforcement have given, perhaps unintentionally, evidence that they believe reporting on
mass shootings does contribute to their frequency.
Withholding names is a start but it’s
voluntary and the names to some degree still
end up in the media. Even if names are withheld it still does not deprive the shooter of
the notoriety of his crime or his manifesto.
Notoriety and recognition may very well be
the principal reason for mass shootings.
Yes, I know, what about that pesky

First Amendment, freedom of the press?
Well, we’ve been lectured for years by the
media that the Bill of Rights are not absolute,
that “reasonable” regulations were not only
acceptable but reasonable if they can save
lives.
The record is clear that gun regulations will do nothing to prevent mass shootings. It’s time we look for real solutions that
make sense. Put yourself in the shoes of a
potential mass shooter, would you commit a
mass shooting if you knew no one would
ever hear about it? What would be the point?
Is this proposal radical perhaps, but
think of the lives it could save? If the gungrabbing politicians and their allies in the
media are sincere about saving lives, they
should embrace this proposal with open
arms. I’m guessing this proposal will probably be met with silence. If so, it’s proof that
saving lives is secondary to them. They need
these mass shootings to help promote their
agenda to disarm the American people.
Harsh, maybe, but their refusal to
consider some restriction on the First
Amendment exposes their hypocrisy.

A gun is like a parachute, when
you need one there is
no substitute.

VOTE this November.
Every election is important.
Make your voice heard
by voting.
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Join SCOPE
Today!
SCOPEny2A.org
“Nobody made a
greater mistake
than he who did
nothing because
he could do only
a little.“
Edmund Burke
—————————————

Vote!
It is important!
A well Regulated
Militia, being necessary to the security
of a free state, the
right of the People
to keep
and bear arms,
shall not be
infringed.
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Firing Lines
Firing Lines is printed every two months.
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Chemung Chapter
Contact don6027@gmail.com

Allegany Chapter
Chairman Jim Krywalski
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Meetings 3rd Tuesday
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7:00pm Angelica, NY

Delaware Chapter
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del.co.scope@gmail.com
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Capitol District Chapter:
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Niagara Chapter
Contact don6027@gmail.com
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Meetings 2nd Monday 7:00pm
American Legion 229 Utica,
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Ontario Chapter
Chairman Tim Maher
tmaher@rochester.rr.com
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Elks Lodge #1844 Canandaigua, NY
Orleans Chapter
Chairman David Thom
orlctychair@gmail.com
585.589.6918
Meetings 3rd Monday 7:00pm
Hoag Library; 1st FloorAlbion,
NY
St. Lawrence Chapter
Contact don6027@gmail.com
Schoharie Chapter
Chairman Walter Janczak
ljanczak@midtel.net
518.868.6902
Meetings 3rd Thursday
7:00pm
Alternate venue every 3
months
Carlisle Town Hall Carlisle,
NY
Middleburgh R&G Club Middleburgh, NY
Schuyler Chapter
Chairman Les Wilson
lhwilson100@yahoo.com
607.857.3309
Meetings 2nd Thursday
7:00pm
Jan/Mar/May/Oct
Moose Lodge Montour Falls,
NY
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Dark Storm Industries Oakdale, NY

Seneca Chapter
Chairman John Christensen
jcruger357@yahoo.com
315.651.8753
Meetings 4th Tuesday 7:00pm
VFW Post 6433 Waterloo, NY

Ulster Chapter
Chairman Edward Altenau
ealtenau@hvc.rr.com
845.382.1143

Southern Tier Chapter
Chenango/Madison/Broome
Chairman Shawn Palmer
shawnpalmer@frontiernet.net
607.316.4907

Wayne Chapter
Chairman Don Smith
don6027@gmail.com
315.398.0195
Meetings 2nd Wednesday
7:00pm
Marion VFW Post 1430
Marion, NY

Steuben Chapter
Chairman Doug Mitchell
dmitch7664@stny.rr.com
607.359.2928
Meetings 1st & 3rd Mondays
7:00pm
Bath Rod & Gun Club Bath
Suffolk Chapter
Chairman Sherman Kearns
suffolkcountyscope@gmail.com
631.806.1171
Meetings 4th Thursday 6:30pm

Wyoming Chapter
Chairman Gary Gardner
585.786.9946
Meetings 2nd Thursday
7:00pm
Dept. of Social Services Bldg.
Warsaw, NY
Yates Chapter
Chairman John Prendergast
jpr3nder66@outlook.com
315.694.0481

Check your
address label for
your renewal date
With this newsletter your expiration date is
included on the address label. It will save SCOPE
time and money if you can renew your membership a
month or two before your membership is due to expire.
You can use the membership application in
the newsletter or go online to www.Scopeny2A.org
to renew.
Thank you

Renew your membership today!

SCOPE-PAC
Political Action Committee
Effectively defending the 2nd Amendment requires us to go on the
offensive. We cannot wait, unprepared, for the next assault from the
radical left. Although we may have a friend in the White House,
Cuomo and the radical left still reside in Albany.
SCOPE Inc. works to educate the public and influence legislation
while SCOPE-PAC is a separate, all volunteer organization and can
provide direct financial support to candidates and promote legislation
safeguarding the 2nd Amendment. Money is the “Mother’s Milk” of
politics.
Politicians and candidates look at each individual and organization in
terms of can they help, can they hurt me or do they matter at all. We
can help candidates in a number of ways but the most effective is with
money, that’s where SCOPE PAC comes in and where each individual
gun owner can help. There is estimated to be about 4 million gun owners in New York and if all those gun owners just donated a dollar each
month we would have millions to work with. All we are asking is that
you, our members and other gun owners donate at least that much to
SCOPE PAC. It’s not a lot to ask, so please help.
The time to begin building up cash reserves for that election cycle is
now, when smaller donations given over time can mount up into a significant amount and will make a difference. Please consider making a
donation now, no matter how small, to SCOPE-PAC and again whenever you can afford to support the 2nd Amendment

SCOPE-PAC
P.O. Box 12711
Rochester, NY 14612
Or online at:
www.SCOPEPAC.com
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San Francisco decrees
NRA is a terrorist
organization
By Tim Andrews
On September 3, the San
Francisco Board of Supervisors
unanimously passed a resolution,
“declaring that the NRA is a domestic
terrorist organization.” We’ve heard
similar statements from others but
what’s significant about this one is
that it is coming from a government
body. If you are an NRA member
who many of us are, you are now
labeled as part of a terrorist organization.
Yes, it’s only the San Francisco Board of Supervisors but how
far are we from similar action by

Please SHARE
A reminder from Ed
Borkowski from Steuben
County:
After you have thoroughly read your copy of the
Firing Lines,
Remove or cross out
your name and address and drop
it off at any of the waiting rooms
you may visit; doctor, dentist,
barber shop, mechanic etc.
It’s a great way to widen
our exposure and educate others
on the 2nd Amendment and how
current legislation will affect our
future rights.

New York State’s legislature or our
governor? Governor Cuomo has already told us we aren’t welcomed in
New York. Even on the federal level,
of the current slate of Democratic
candidates for president how many of
them would disagree with the action
taken in San Francisco? My guess is
not many, if any.
It’s becoming apparent that
radical extremism is ruling the day
and its foot is in the door of governments across the United States. It’s
not just guns, it’s issues like illegal
immigration and infanticide, even
killing babies after they’ve survived
an abortion. This is just a sample of
the extremism that grips our country
today. Make no mistake there is a
movement and an effective one, to
totally change our culture, our traditions and ultimately our constitution.
It is not hyperbole to say the Democratic party is quickly becoming a radical extreme left party.
It’s not just guns, many Democrats are now calling for abolishing the electoral college. If they’re
successful, our federal government
would look more like San Francisco
and New York City. The large urban
areas of the United States would
likely elect future presidents, and
middle America would be forgotten.
The Second Amendment would eventually disappear, and American’s gun
rights would be gone forever.
It wasn’t long ago when gun
grabbers would always couch their
rhetoric by telling us they weren’t out
to take guns away from law-abiding
citizens, some would even claim they
supported the Second Amendment.
Well, no more, the veil is off, countless politicians and gun control

Please check your email for renewal reminders.
If you have an email address listed with SCOPE,
your renewal reminder will now come via email.
Please check your email for renewal reminders.

groups are now calling for gun bans
and confiscations. Presidential candidate Beto O’Rourke in a presidential
debate flat out told us if he’s elected,
he’s coming for your AR-15’s and
AK-47’s. With the unSAFE Act and
the recent red flag law, we already
have confiscation laws in New York
State.
New York’s recently enacted
red flag law not only attacks Second
Amendment rights, but it also undermines due process rights as guaranteed under the Fifth and Fourteenth
Amendments as well. Think about it,
rights given to ruthless criminals are
now being denied to law-abiding
American citizens. Furthermore, if
you are wrongly accused, your accuser under New York’s law, faces
no criminal repercussions.
Under New York’s red flag
law your firearms can be confiscated
even if you haven’t been convicted of
a crime or even had your day in court.
Your day in court will come only
after you’ve had your guns confiscated. Whether or not you ever get
your guns back may very well depend
on your ability to pay for a defense.
For years we’ve dealt with
gun prohibitionists in the media as
well as politicians using the smokescreen of public safety to advance
their agenda. They’ve used emotion
over intellect to convince a naïve
public that guns are the problem.
What’s totally ignored is the breakdown in our education system, mental
health, and law enforcement. Just
about every mass shooter can be connected to one or more of these failures and the gun grabbers have no
interest in addressing any of these
bureaucratic failures. It’s fair to ask,
why not? What is their end goal? If it
was really about safety and protecting
lives why aren’t they addressing issues other than guns that clearly play
a role in crime and violence? It’s simple, it’s about control, every tyrannical government in history began with
gun confiscation. That is why we
(Continued on page 5)
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have a Second Amendment.
If you think that’s not true
read the following from Democratic
Senator and Vice President Hubert
Humphrey in 1968, "Certainly, one of
the chief guarantees of freedom under
any government, no matter how
popular and respected, is the right of
citizens to keep and bear arms. ... the
right of citizens to bear arms is just
one more guarantee against arbitrary
government, and one more safeguard
against a tyranny which now appears
remote in America, but which historically has proved to be always possible." Humphrey was a Democrat
who clearly understood the purpose
of the Second Amendment. The Second Amendment first and foremost is
about protecting us from politicians
like Beto O’Rourke.
When it comes to the future
of our country we live in perilous
times. And the sad fact is most gun
owners are missing in action (MIA)
in the fight for our gun rights. For
example, it’s estimated there are well
over one hundred million-gun owners
in the United States. Of that number,
the NRA touts their membership at
five million, at best a meager 5% of
gun owners. I believe many of those
gun owners who are MIA, just don’t

Advertising in
FIRING LINES
If you would like
To advertise,
please call
or E-mail SCOPE
We will be happy
to assist you in
composing and
placing an ad
Email:
sue.scopeny@gmail.com

recognize the threat. Many are hand
gunners, shot gunners or guys with
Remington 700 bolt actions who
don’t think they’ll ever come for their
guns. Well, the game has changed;
under red flag laws, all gun owners
are in jeopardy of losing their guns.
You couldn’t be more wrong if you
think politicians like O’Rourke are
going to stop with ARs and AKs. If
half the gun owners in New York and
around the country joined the fight
we could win the fight. Politicians
like New York’s Senator Kirsten Gillibrand would probably even become
pro-gun, again. Excuse my sarcasm
but given her record of hypocrisy
that’s probably accurate.
The current attacks on our
Second Amendment rights are unparalleled in our history. Based on the
action taken in San Francisco you, if
you’re an NRA member or if you
simply support in the Second Amendment, are now considered a terrorist.
This is a call to action, in the words
of Ben Franklin, “We must, indeed,
all hang together or, most assuredly,
we shall all hang separately.”
This is more than a war on
our gun rights; it’s a war on America,
our culture, and the principles of our
country’s founding. I have never seen
a time when our rights as citizens
have been in more jeopardy.
*****

NRA a terrorist
organization in NY and
San Francisco
By Tom Reynolds
New York State’s Attorney
General has branded the NRA as a
Domestic Terrorist Organization;
however, this is just political “sticks
and stones” since it has no legal authority. But never to be outdone, San
Francisco took it a bit further and
passed a resolution declaring the
NRA as a “Domestic Terrorist Organization”. Since many SCOPE

members are also NRA members, this
raises some interesting possibilities.
If an NRA member was on
an airplane flight that landed in San
Francisco, could that person be arrested as a domestic terrorist? After
all, members of a Domestic Terrorist
Organization are, by definition, themselves terrorists. I doubt this will
happen though, because the ensuing
lawsuit against San Francisco would
be counted in millions of dollars.
If someone had the time and
viewed it as a potential investment in
winning a multi-million dollar lawsuit - as well as a chance for nationwide celebrity on Fox News -they
could fly to San Francisco wearing
clothes with the NRA logo displayed
prominently – and perhaps wearing a
MAGA hat – and carrying your NRA
membership card! (But without a
weapon.) Then, go to city hall, still
wearing your NRA clothes, and demand to speak with the mayor. Or
better yet, petition to conduct an
NRA rally in San Francisco. Or even
better, have a San Francisco resident
try to speak to the San Francisco
Board of Supervisors during the public comment section before the meeting while wearing the NRA logo.
Will it get someone arrested as a Domestic Terrorist? I’ll bet lawyers
would be lined up around the block to
take your case.
Obviously, I am being sarcastic (in case you didn’t pick up on
that) but ask yourself why did San
Francisco do something meaningless
like this, besides getting their ultraliberal credentials checked. It’s like
many other laws passed at the state
and federal level; they know the law
won’t work but they can say that they
did something.
When Ronald Reagan was
president, he was severely criticized
by the main stream media for not
reaching an arms agreement – any
arms agreement – with the Soviet
Union during his first term. After all,
his predecessor presidents had gone
(Continued on page 16)
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American culture
By Tom Reynolds
Last Spring, I walked
through a Civil War cemetery and
was struck by the number of graves
labeled “Unknown”. Over 150 years
ago, those men fought and were
amongst the 600,000 that died in that
war. Presumably, most of them were
young and had not begun to enjoy the
many blessings of the life that
stretched out in front of them. Now,
their dreams, hopes and ambitions are
known only to God.
But those
dreams were real to them and they
were willing to forfeit those dreams
and give up their lives for their country. They never new what the America they were fighting for would become and its irreplaceable contribution to the betterment of the world.
They only knew what it was and that
it was worth fighting for.
Why are people willing to
fight and die for their country? One
reason is because we are the product
of the stories and history of the
Americans that preceded us. Those
stories and that history give us reasons to stand up and fight for our
country.
Those that died in the Civil
War would have grown up on tales of
George Washington, Daniel Boone,
Andrew Jackson and the heroes of the
Alamo. They were taught to respect
and to emulate heroic actions and they
believed in the promise of America.
My parents’ generation fought World
War II, where 400,000 Americans
died. I grew up in a culture that promoted love and devotion for America
while hearing veterans speak of their
experiences and sacrifices.
Without an historical foundation, which teaches love of country
as well as the blessings of being an
American, it becomes easy to reject
American values and uniqueness.
That’s why the current fad of destroying our historical figures is so dangerous. Without their examples to guide
us, it’s easy to be self-centered and
provides a ready excuse for tearing
down the very essence of America;
our traditions, heritage and Constitution.
Some try to use slavery to de
-legitimatize everything that happened during the first “four score and
seven years” of America. Slavery
was indeed a blight on our heritage,
but it was also bitterly opposed by

many Americans during those years
and, eventually, hundreds of thousands gave up their lives to end it.
My point being, there is more to those
stories that attempt to delegitimize
America than just the headline.
For example, the antiAmericans would paint George Washington solely as a slave owner. He
was. And if you have read about his
life, you know that as a young man he
was extremely ambitious and not always in good ways. But he was also
so much, much more.
Forget his time as the commanding general of the continental
army and his time as president, where
his judgment and leadership made
him one of the icons of history. Forget his willing to sacrifice; had he lost
the war, he would have lost everything (think Mount Vernon where he
was one of the richest men in America). Forget that he had the courage
to risk execution as a traitor to England – he was that– if he had lost the
Revolutionary War. (Remember the
execution scene at the end of
“Braveheart” - that’s what England
did to traitors.) There were two
events in his life that should inspire
Americans as to what’s best in us and
provide powerful reminders of what
our history really is.
At the end of the Revolutionary War, Washington was the most
powerful and popular man in America
and could easily have been made
king; he had the army behind him,
something that dictators throughout
history have found irresistible. But
instead, he resigned his commission,
gave up physical control of the military, rejected any formal political
position and retired to private life.
Later, he gave up a very enjoyable
private life when drafted to serve as
our first president. After eight years,
he gave up what would have been a
lifetime position; he turned over the
power of the presidency to others.
Washington’s mortal enemy
King George III, the man who would
have executed Washington as a traitor, said that if Washington gave up
control of the army after the Revolutionary War, he would be “…the
greatest man in the world”; sounds
like he was more than just a slaveholder.
The historical foundation
that Washington gave us served as an
unofficial guideline for America and
must not be forgotten: that all Americans are citizens where some are

called to temporary duty in leadership
positions and that they will eventually
give up those positions; and that even
the most irreplaceable amongst us can
be replaced. Thanks to Washington’s
example, in 230 years the only military coup we had was the Civil War.
Thanks to Washington’s example,
only two presidents have ever attempted to cross the out-of-bounds
that Washington set about a third
term. (By-the-way, both were named
Roosevelt.)
If Washington is only remembered as a slave holder, the antiAmericans will have succeeded in
invalidating his other achievements.
On a larger scale, if they can tarnish
enough of our history, they can bring
down the Constitution and thus bring
down America.
Why fight and possibly die
for the America they want us to picture? Why obey a Constitution that
judges and other government officials
are sworn to preserve protect and defend but ignore when it meets their
personal political needs? Why submit
to the will of the electorate and the
guidelines of the Constitution when
the bureaucracy can attempt to overthrow the election if a president they
don’t like? Why allow free speech,
just because it’s constitutional, when
the speech is contrary to your beliefs?
Why allow people to have guns just
because the Constitution says it’s
their right? Why believe in the traditional, religious, moral values that
have been at the basis of America’s
growth if you can convince people
that America is a nation of gun-toters,
white supremacists, sexists, racists,
etc?
We know that America is not
what the anti-Americans would have
us believe and it is worth preserving,
protecting and defending. We cannot
sit idly by while our youth and culture
are poisoned by Hollywood, the liberal educational system and main
stream media.
I was talking with a Baptist
Minister about the many ways that the
government is pushing religion and
traditional religious values out of
American lives. We both were unhappy about that direction but I theorized that, perhaps, this is God’s plan
to test us; we had become dependent
upon the government to push our religious values and this change puts the
(Continued on page 7)

Firing Lines page 7

The Genesee County
Sheriff
By William R Fox Sr, Chairman
SCOPE Genesee County
Genesee County SCOPE has
worked on Second Amendment issues
with our county sheriff and our
county legislators since the end of
2018. As Chairman, I reached out to
our county sheriff in December of
2018; we had heard what was coming
out of Albany with the Red Flag Law,
the so-called safe storage law, and the
many other laws that were eventually
voted through both houses without
much significant opposition.
We decided that we wanted
to start playing offense, for once, instead of constantly playing defense.
(Continued from page 6)

onus back on our shoulders, where it
belongs. We can’t depend on the government to do what we should be doing. We’ll have to step up.
In much the same way, our
culture, media and educational system
formerly pointed out the many good
things about America. They do the
opposite now and it’s back on our
shoulders to do something to preserve
our constitution and values. If we sit
idly by while doing nothing and only
complaining, we will lose the essence
that made America great and the world
would have lost its “last best hope”.
It’s time to fight back and remind people of what’s good about America.
We’re not perfect but we’re a damn
sight better than whatever is in second
place.

After much discussion, we
finally got a meeting with the sheriff
as well as others in his office and
showed him all the bills that, at that
time, were on the docket to be voted
on. He said that he didn’t agree with
most of them. What we really wanted
was for him to say that he didn’t and
wouldn’t agree with the Red Flag law.
While I was trying to set up
the sheriff’s attendance at our May
meeting, the Red Flag Law passed,
along with others. The sheriff told me
that he was still Second Amendment
friendly, but he felt that the Red Flag
Law would be a good thing; it would
help them arrest people that needed to
be arrested and to get guns out of the
hands of people who shouldn’t have
them. I can’t tell you how disappointed I was - as was the rest of our
chapter - and I let him know that.
The sheriff did come to our
May meeting where he tried to explain his point of view and then we, in
turn, gave him ours. He basically said
that he will still pursue getting guns
out of the hands of people when the
judge decides there is a good reason
that they should not have them. He
told us that the sheriff’s department
has had good luck, in the past, going
to the house and talking to people;
giving them the option to give their
guns to a family member or to just
give them to the sheriff until they can
decide whether this person should or
should not have them.
Again, we tried to explain to
him that No Due Process is the whole
problem with this law. He said that it

really isn’t any different than getting
a court order from the judge and,
again, I told him that we do not need
another law if we already have one.
The chapter brought a lot of
points against his decision to be on
board with this law.
Accompanying this article,
you will see two letters: one that we
wrote to the sheriff highlighting our
meeting with him; and a second letter
to our county legislators, state officials and our county clerk. We have
put them on notice that we will be
watching to see where this goes.
If you haven’t already had a
discussion with your county sheriff, I
suggest that you do so because we are
running out of options to defeat these
unconstitutional laws.

To all Genesee County Legislators, Genesee County Clerk
and State officials;
SCOPE Genesee County
invited County Sheriff William
Sheron to our meeting in May, and as
you can see by our enclosed letter, we
have some serious concerns. We
brought them forward to the Sheriff,
and his responses are included in the
said letter.
We need to be vigilant in
protecting the sovereignty that our
forefathers have given us and so
greatly sacrificed for. It is not the
government’s job to be regulating
(Continued on page 8)

With the results in on the November elections, the battleground to save
our Second Amendment Rights is now in the courts.
Court litigation is expensive and necessary and we need your help.
Please donate today to help us fight Cuomo in the courts.
You can donate using your credit card at: www.Scopeny2A.org
Or you can mail a check to: SCOPE, PO Box 165, East Aurora, NY 14052
Please Donate Today
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“the right to bear arms”, as protected,
not granted, by the 2nd Amendment.
The Red Flag Law, aka
“extreme risk protection order law” is
an extremely slippery slope for our
country to be headed down. We do
have a problem in society, for sure,
but it is a moral and ethical problem
that can and should be prevented and
addressed from within one’s family
circle with attentiveness and discipline.
Our organization has been
working very hard to try and educate
both lawmakers and citizens about
these unconstitutional laws coming
out of the NY City controlled Albany.
We have a real problem with
the Sheriff’s stance on these issues, as
he feels that there is enough “due
process” built into the system to protect ones rights. His process for gun
confiscation isn’t any different than
what we had before, and he has that
oversight, but our real issue is that if
due process was really contained
within these older laws, why do we
need another law?
This law (ERPO) also allows for a family member, neighbor,
teacher, misinformed or vengeful
person to anonymously report, without due cause, and request the confiscation of one’s firearms prior to an
official arrest or hearing before a
judge in a timely manner.
The bottom line is that our
constitution is being abandoned as
officials see fit. When is it going to
be enough that we put a stop to law
abiding citizens having their rights
taken away in the name of safety and

security, when criminals don’t obey
these laws anyway? As we brought to
the Sheriff’s attention, he knows well
that there have been criminals since
the beginning of time, and there will
be well after we have all left this life.
We have sent you this letter
to make you aware that the people for
whom you work will be watching to
see that people’s rights are protected,
not violated, because of what someone may erroneously may say or do.
We ask you, our elected
officials, to be the men and women
who will valiantly stand in the gap
and protect the Constitution as well
as the God given rights of your constituents.
Sincerely,
William Fox, Chapter Chair
SCOPE Genesee County

To Sheriff William Sheron:
Thank you being our guest
speaker at the Genesee County chapter of SCOPE on May 15th. We appreciate you taking the time out of
your busy schedule to address the
concerns of our members and affiliated associations regarding the numerous pending and enacted new gun
laws in New York State.
Listed below is a summary of our
concerns that were discussed:
• It’s not just a 2nd amendment
infringement, but also now the
1st, 3rd, 4th and 5th. We look to
you as being responsible for protecting our constitutional rights
as the highest ranking law enforcement official in our county,
state and country.

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

Due process should be enacted
within a reasonable amount of
time, i.e. 24 hours, prior to confiscation of a citizen’s guns, a
fundamental constitutional right.
Taking the firearms from a
“threatening person” then leaving that person in the home or
neighborhood without immediately addressing the situation
with a judge may leave them
even more agitated and aggravated; hence, creating a bigger
threat.
Care should be taken in the handling of the guns if taken by authorities, noting that they are
personal and expensive property.
Safe return of the confiscated
firearms to the original owner(s)
within a reasonable period of
time, i.e. 24 hours, not 3 months.
Family members, i.e. husbands
and wives, who own their own
individual guns and having both
parties’ guns taken, even if only
one member is formally arrested;
co-ownership issues.
The SAFE Act restricts the transfer of firearms to other people
without going through licensed
dealers, except for transfers to
spouses or children.
The word "transfer" in the SAFE
Act applies only to a change of
ownership of the weapon and not
giving it to somebody to hold for
a period of time, i.e. family
member, while the original
owner retains “ownership”.
Guarantee that there will be no
(Continued on page 9)

Have you Moved?
If you have moved, please send us your new address so we can update our files.

Have you changed your Email?
Sending us your email address does two things:
It allows us to get information to you quickly
It saves on mailing costs. Please email updates to:
sue.scopeny@gmail.com or mail to -PO Box 165, East Aurora, NY 14052
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•

•
•
•

•

violation of our search and seizure rights by the authorities,
State Troopers, Sheriffs or police, by going door to door to
confiscate their personal property, i.e. firearms.
“Mandatory reporting” in effect
for teachers and administrators;
handled internally and reports
not forwarded to the outside law
enforcement due to the “black
eye” effect.
Ammo purchases under the new
safe storage act are now in violation.
Youth trap leagues are in jeopardy.
Gun raffles will not be allowed
for First Responders, Firemen, to
raise funds to purchase necessary
medical equipment, trucks, training; increased tax burden to citizens.
What will happen if we get an
anti-gun or unsupportive sheriff
or judge in the position? This
process has been started by the
current officials, and there won’t

be any turning back.
Aren't there enough laws on the
books already?
When will
enough be enough of infringing
on the law abiding citizen's
rights?
• When will you take a stand
against these unconstitutional
laws?
The following is a summary
of what we understand to be your
interpretation and understanding of
the SAFE Act, Red Flag Law and
other NYS laws that have come into
effect. We also interpret this as how
you plan to move forward with these
laws.
• There is ample due-process protections built into the current
law, and it isn't any different than
police obtaining a warrant to
search or seize property.
• The person who must give up
their guns is entitled to a hearing
within three to six days (incorrect
--10 days) and can appeal any
subsequent ruling to a higher
court.
• It is a useful tool for local law
•

•

enforcement to help ensure that
people who are a threat don't
have easy access to firearms.
When police are dealing with a
person who may be a threat to
himself or others, it is best for a
friend or family member to take
possession of their firearms for
safekeeping until things cool
down, or when the person is under less stress… still the default
option for deputies. Sheriffs’
practice of letting a friend or
family member take temporary
possession of firearms violates
the SAFE Act.

"The claim and exercise of a constitutional right cannot thus be converted
into a crime."
". . .there can be
no sanction or penalty imposed upon
one because of his exercise of constitutional rights." ... For it is a felony
and federal crime to violate or deprive citizens of their constitutionally
protected rights. Mar 27, 2009.
Sincerely,
William R Fox Sr, Chairman
SCOPE Genesee County

www.SCOPEny2A.org
Members, you can access your ‘Member Profile’ on our
website. Having access to your profile allows you to update
your personal information anytime including your address,
email address and a host of other information. With a click
of your mouse, you can receive your Firing Lines right to
your email. You get news faster, and SCOPE puts more
money towards fighting for your second amendment rights.
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SCOPE Member Clubs
The following are clubs that
are members of SCOPE. If you plan
to join a club, please try to join one
that is a SCOPE member. If your
club would like to become a SCOPE
club member please give SCOPE a
call or drop us an E-mail.
ABATE of NY Ontario Chapter
Adirondack Federation of Sports Clubs
Alabama Hunt Club
Almond Rod & Gun Club
Bailey Mountain Fish & Game Club
Baldwinsville Rod & Gun Club
Barre Sportsmens Club
Barrington Rifle Club
Batavia Rod & Gun Club
Bath Rod & Gun Club
Bergen Rod & gun Club
Bison City Rod & Gun Club
Blasdell Rod & Gun Club
Bog Trotters Rifle & Pistol Club
Branchport Rod & Gun Club
Bridgeport Rod & Gun Club
Broome County Sportsmen's Assoc.
Buckhorn Sportsmens Club
Burlington Flats Fish & Game Club
Busti Trap & Skeet Club
Camden Rod & Gun Club
Canajoharie Forest Fish & Game Club
Canandaigua Lake Duck Hunters
Canandaigua Sportsman's Club
Canisteo Rod & Gun Club
Cayuga County Sportsmen's Assoc.
Chemung County Fed of Sportsmen
Chemung County Rod & Gun Club
Clarence Shooting Club
Community Conservation Club
Conservation Club of Brockport
Dalton Gang Sportsmen Club
Deerfield Fish & Game Club
Delchenango Rod & Gun Club
Depew Rod & Gun Club
Dunham's Bay Fish & Game Club
Dutchess County Sportsman Association
Elbridge Rod & Gun Club
Essex County Fish & Game League
Federated Sportsman's Club of
Cattaraugus County
Franklinville Conservation Club
Genesee Co. Fish
& Game Protective Assoc
Genesee/Wyoming
Pheasants Forever #843
Glen-Coe Conservation Society
Gorham Coon Hunters
Gouverneur Rod & Gun Club
Gowanda Rifle Club
Grand Island Rod & Gun Club

Greenway Verona Mills Fish
& Game Club
Guide Step Sportsmen Club
Hamburg Rod & Gun Club
Harder O'Donnell Post 734
American Legion
Helderberg Rod & Gun Club
Hidden Valley Lodge
Hoisingtons NY Ranging Co. 1776
Holland Rod & Gun Club
Holley Rod & Gun Club
Honeoye Fish & Game Club
Hornell Sportsman Club
Ilion Fish & Game Club
Indian Lake/Blue Mtn.
Fish & Game Assoc
Irondequoit Bay Fish & Game Club
Junior Wilson Sportsmen Club
Lackawanna Conservation
Lima Gun Club
Lime Lake Sportsman's Club
Lodi Rod & Gun Club
Long Lake Fish & Game Club
Lyons Rod & Gun Club
Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club
Middlesex Conservation Club
Millgrove Sportsmen's Club
Millport Hunting & Fishing Club
Mt Morris Sportsman's Club
Nassau Sportsmen's Club
Neighbors Gun Club
Newark Rod & Gun Club
Newfield Rod & Gun Club
North Star Sportsman's Club
Northern Chautauqua Rifle & Pistol Club
Northern Dutchess Rod & Gun Club
Northwoods Sportsmen Association
NY Houndsmen
Conservation Association
Olean Rod & Gun Club
Ontario Rod & Gun Club
Outlet Rod & Gun Club
Oxford Rod & Gun Club
Painted Post Field & Stream Club
Pearl River Gun Club
Point Rock Fish & Game Club
Randolph Rod & Gun Club

Red Creek Conservation Club
Ripley Rod & Gun Club
Rochester Brooks Gun Club
Rochester Rifle Club
Rod & Gun Club of Conesville
Roslyn Rifle & Revolver Club
Rushford Lake Conservation Club
Sara Spa Rod & Gun Club
Saranac Lake Fish & Game Club
Schroon Lake Fish & Game Club
Scio Rod & Gun Club
Shawangunk Fish & Game Association
Shortsville Rod & Gun Club
Sons of American Legion Squadron 734
South Bristol Fish & Game Association
Sportsmans Coon Hunters Association
Sportsmen's Club of Clifton Park
Springville Field & Stream Club
Square Deal Sportsmen
Stamford Rod & Gun Club
Steuben Co. Federation
of Conservation Clubs
Syracuse Pistol Club
Tonawandas Sportsmens Club
Trumansburg Rifle & Pistol Club
Tupper Lake Sportsmens Club
Twin City Shooting Club
Waterloo Rifle & Pistol Club
West Falls Conservation Society
Westfield Fish & Game Club
Whortlekill Rod & Gun Club
Williamson Conservation
& Sporting Club
Wolcottsville Sportsman's Club
Wood & Brook Sportsman's Club
Wyoming County Conservation
Wyoming County Wildlife Federation
Yates Carlton Lakeshore Sportsman Club
Yates County Sportsmens Association

Contact SCOPE to
become one of our
member clubs.
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SCOPE Business
Associate Members
The following are
business members of SCOPE.
If your business would like to
become a SCOPE business
member please fill out the
application below.

AM PM Bail Bonds
PO Box 357
Riverhead, NY, 11901
631-369-5980
AR Pierrepont Co.
154 Berkeley St
Rochester, NY, 146073003
585-473-3225
Assoc. of Former NYS
Troopers
PO Box 362
Hamlin, NY, 14464-0362
585-964-3317
B&B Repair Service
14 Second Street
Canisteo, NY, 14823
607-698-2876
B.D. Enterprises
4514 Saeli Rd
Savannah, NY, 13146
315-754-6335

B.S. & Bullets
7663 Farrington Rd
Cherry Creek, NY, 14723
716-296-5411

Brocton Arch Antiques
221 East Main Street
Brocton, NY, 14716
716-792-4635

Barcelona Market
8246 Route 5
Westfield, NY, 14787
716-326-4500

BS Recreational Farm
8384 State Park Rd
Three Mile Bay, NY,
13693
315-649-3424

Batavia Marine & Sporting
Supplies
411 West Main St
Batavia, NY, 14020
585-343-4131

Buck-N-Bears Gun Shop
2200 State Rt 104
Parish, NY, 13131
315-963-8270

Beecroft's LLC
11106 Rt 40
Schaghticoke, NY, 12154
518-753-4402

Bullseye Shooters Supply
453 S. Hamilton St
Painted Post, NY, 14870
607-962-1100

Bill Fox & Son
Construction &
Remodeling
9346 South Street Rd
LeRoy, NY, 14482
585-356-4992

Cast Away Charters &
Guide Service
12 Hummingbird Rd
Coudersport, PA, 16915
716-560-9216

Bonded Collection
Services
PO Box 305
Fairport, NY, 14450
585-223-7357

Dick Ferraioli/Guilderland
Pump
6230 Hawes Rd
Altamont, NY, 12009
518-861-8733
Dick's Country Store Gun
City & Music Oasis

7429 Rt 11
Churubusco, NY, 12923
518-497-3253
Fire Mark Insurance
Agency
PO Box 393
Cobleskill, NY, 12043
518-234-2121
G. Chipman Insurance
Agency
360 Grant Ave. Rd.
Auburn, NY, 13021
315-252-8541
Gene Swanson Auto
Repair
4417 Chautauqua Blvd.
Lakewood, NY, 14750
716-763-0961
Golden Coin Laundry
582 East Main Street
Batavia, NY, 14029
585-344-0040
Harold's Welding Shop
1164 E. Swamp Rd
Penn Yan, NY, 14527
585-554-5178
Harv's Harley Davidson
3120 Kittering Rd
(Continued on page 13)

SHOOTER’S COMMITTEE ON POLITICAL EDUCATION (SCOPE, INC)
PO Box 165, East Aurora, NY 14052
Business Associate Membership Application
Date of Application___________________ Donation, Annual $50_________ Annual Sponsor $250__________
Business Name___________________________________________________________Phone____________________
Address____________________________________________________________City __________________________
State___________ Zip__________ Fax _______________________________________________________________
Mailing address if different__________________________________________________________________________
Contact Name & Title______________________________________________________________________________
Secondary Contact ________________________________________________________________________________
Website_________________________________________ Email___________________________________________
Type of business (gun shop, sporting goods, etc.)_________________________________________________________
(Donations to SCOPE are not refundable or tax deductible)
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Macedon, NY, 14502
585-377-0711
Legal Shield/ ID Shield
PO Box 364
Ransomville, NY, 14131
716-863-6577
Oneida Electrical
Contractors
5630 Horatio St
Utica, NY, 13502
315-733-1311
Point Pleasant Fireman's
Assoc. Inc
55 Ewer Ave
Rochester, NY, 14622
585-323-2030
Precision Armament Div
of PM Research
4110 Niles Hill Rd
Wellsville, NY, 14895
585-593-4675
Rick's Septic Services
PO Box 2
Canandaigua, NY, 14424
585-797-8346
RJK Guns & Stuff
868 Hyde Street
Whitney Point, NY, 13862
607-692-3346

Shoff Farms
2296 Haven Corners Rd
PennYan, NY, 14527
315-694-8600

Wallkill River Small Arms
2332 Route 300
Wallkill, NY, 12589
844-308-GUNS

The Custom Shop
3712 main Street
Walworth, NY, 14568
315-986-1717

Walton's Service Center
1634 Rt 54
Penn Yan, NY, 14527
315-536-6928

FIRING
LINES

The Firing Pin LLC
8240 Buffalo Rd
Bergen, NY, 14416
585-494-0333

Williamson Hardware
PO Box 163
Williamson, NY, 14589
315-589-4011

Thunderbird Arms
714 Broadway
Darien Center, NY, 14040
716-238-3279

WNY Synthetics/
AMSOIL
3238 Lockport Rd
Sanborn, NY, 14132
716-207-3705

If you would
like
to advertise
E-mail SCOPE
We will be
happy
to assist you in
composing and
placing an ad

Tilton Sears, FFL
11000 Salter Rd.
North Rose, NY, 14516
315-587-9716
Turnbull Restoration Co.
6680 Routes 5 & 20
Bloomfield, NY, 14469
585-657-6338
Village Restaurant
5447 East Lake Rd.
Dewittville
NY, 14728
716-753-5151

York Penn Shows
PO Box 9340
Frewsburg, NY, 14738
716-569-6281

Advertising
in

Email:
sue.scopeny
@gmail.com
Web site:
SCOPEny2A
.org

S&B Products
PO Box 145
Munnsville, NY, 13409
315-363-3710
S&S Auto Body
Ken-Ton
321 Englewood Ave
Buffalo, NY, 14223-2819
716-834-0183
Sardinia Mini Storage
PO Box 158
Sardinia, NY, 14134
716-807-9963
Seneca Gun Sports
4705 Rt 14
Rock Stream, NY, 14878
607-243-7243

Mail to: SCOPE Membership, PO Box 165 East Aurora NY 14052
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CHAPTER REPORTS
Many SCOPE members are
also members of the NRA, New York
State Rifle and Pistol Association as
well as other pro Second Amendment
organizations. Each of these organizations fills a role and SCOPE is the
primary one for actions at the local
level. SCOPE chapters are active at
the local level in educating the public,
informing SCOPE members, supporting related activities and public outreach. Meetings usually have discussions and updates on existing and
proposed laws as well as incidents
involving guns and the law, and interviews with political candidates.
Chapters generally have outreach
booths at County Fairs and other
events where they distribute voter
registration forms, SCOPE membership forms and are available to discuss various points of interest.
Some of the chapters more
recent events:
Allegany County
Two candidates for the New
York Senate’s 57th district spoke at
meetings in anticipation of a primary
on June 25, 2020.
In June, George Borello,
former Chautauqua County Legislator
and current County Executive spoke.
He is a businessman, NRA member
and opponent of the SAFE Act.
In July, Austin Morgan
spoke. He is a candidate for the NY
57th Senate District. He gave his experience and outlook for the district.
The chapter had an outreach
ad in the Community Shopper.
Cattaraugus County
Two candidates for the New
York Senate’s 57th district also spoke
at Cattaraugus’ meetings.
George Borello spoke at this
meeting as well as the Allegany chapter meeting.
Austin Morgan spoke at this
meeting as well as Allegany County’s
chapter meeting.

Curt Crandall is an Allegany
County Legislator. He operates Crandall’s and Collins’ Memorials.
Elected to the town board in 1984, the
Allegany County legislature in 2001
and Chairman of the Board in 2006.
He supports the 2nd amendment and
grew up hunting. He supported and
participated in the resolution passed
by the Allegany County Legislature
in opposition to the SAFE Act.
SCOPE President Nick Massal spoke at a meeting and discussed
various issues and points of interest
for SCOPE members.
Chapter had an outreach
booth at the Cattaraugus County Fair.
Chapter contributed $100 to
the 100th anniversary of the Gowanda
American Legion Post 409.
Genesee County
County Sheriff William
Sheron made a presentation on the
Red Flag Law and Safe Storage Act.
Much discussion held over two meetings about a law that the Sheriff liked
but SCOPE members believe will be
subject to abuse. Many issues discussed. There will be some follow up
activity for clarification as well as an
article in the Firing Lines.
The Chairman reported that
he has spoken with Assemblyman
Steve Hawley over legislative issues.
Discussion held over Sanctuary Cities.
The chapter donated $200 to
the LeRoy Trap Team.
The chapter is attempting to
form a panel for discussions on various issues.
Draft letters on 2nd Amendment issues were distributed to members.
Monroe County
John Arielo made a presentation on the “Convention of States”
under the U S Constitution. He discussed the process including both
positives and negatives. He pointed
out that NY State has great problems
at the state level.
Assemblymen Dave DiPietro

and Steve Hawley discussed bills to
divide New York into three autonomous regions.
Second Amendment Lawyer
Sheldon Brenna-Boyce and Assistant
District Attorney Michael Brezer conducted a question and answer session
on the topic of Home Invasions.
Monroe County sheriff gave
talk on Red Flag and other restrictive
laws.
Chapter picnic was held with
various political candidates attending.
Their voting records were summarized for the members’ convenience.
The chapter scheduled outreach booths at upcoming gun shows.
Oneida and Herkimer
Counties
Attorney Mark Wolber
spoke about the NY State Castle Doctrine and an ongoing case in which he
is involved. He wants to take further
action against the SAFE Act.
The chapter had an outreach
booth at the Woodsman’s Field Days.
The chapter donated $500 to
the Ilion F&G Club for its Trap
Shooting program.
The Chapter encouraged
support for the Special Operation
Warrior Foundation, which supports
the children of soldiers who died defending our country.
Ontario County
Mike Sciorentino spoke. He
is running for a 7th District Supreme
Court Judgeship. He gave a listing of
his experiences and principles: Parma
town court judge; city of Rochester
city court judge; a hunter; has a pistol
permit; sees the 2nd Amendment as a
“Right”; the son of immigrants; and
has their ‘core values’.
Chris Catt, representing NY
Senator Pam Helming, spoke about
various legislation; the results of having New York’s Senate, Assembly
and Governorship all in Democratic
hands. Also spoke about a new Republican State Chairman to replace
(Continued on page 15)
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Ed Cox.
Congressman Collins spoke
at a chapter meeting about various
points of interest.
Fund Raiser was held for
youth shooting teams and, as a result,
the chapter gave $3,700 to 5 schools.
Schoharie County
Tom King, President of the
New York State Rifle and Pistol Association (and a life SCOPE member)
spoke at the July meeting. He emphasized working together, redistricting
after the 2020 election and why that
election is so important, NYSRPA
lawsuit going before the Supreme
Court, gun owners not voting, NRA
changes, media matters, internet
trolls, Trap and Air Rifle teams.
The Chapter had outreach
booths at the Dairy festival, at the
Altamont Fair and at the Cobleskill
fair.
Joe Kopacz discussed a gun
culture letter that was sent to representative Delgado, to which he got a
form letter in response.
Representative Delgado to
meet with the chapter at a future
meeting.
Schuyler County
Chapter is holding a meet the
candidate night (open to the public)
on October 10th at the Montour Falls
Moose Club. Candidates for two
competitive legislative races and four
candidates for a County judgeship are
amongst the invited guests.
The chapter had an outreach
booth at the Montour Falls Harvest
Fest.
The Chapter’s ad hoc committee and the SCOPE Treasurer met
with Democratic 23rd Congressional
District candidate Tracy Mitrano.
Steuben County
The chapter made a donation
of $2,400 to the Sheriff’s Department:10 First Aid Go Bags for road
patrol cruisers ($1,550) and 1 fully
supplied EMT outfit ($ 850).
A chapter member who was
present at the Divide New York meet-

ing gave a report; NY Assembly Minority Leader Brian Kolb and State
Senator Robert Ortt are involved.
The chapter is attempting to get a
speaker about this at a future meeting.
The Chapter had an outreach
both at the Dairy Festival at the Bath
Fair Grounds and at the Bath Rod and
Gun Club’s National Wild Turkey
Federation’s Jake’s Day. It also had
an outreach booth at the Steuben
County Fairgrounds, 8/13 thru 8/19.
The chapter donated $2,000
to the start-up of the Corning High
School Clay Target League Team,
which competed in the State Championships in Bridgeport this Summer.
The chapter committed
$2,000 to the start-up of the Bath
High School Clay Target League.
The chapter is considering a
donation to the Elmira High School
Clay Target Trap/Skeet Team in the
absence of a Chemung County
SCOPE Chapter.
Announced a Yard Sign Design Contest to our membership.
Design to be used in Steuben County
and environs and possibly the State.
$50 cash prize on 12/1/19.
October 5th Pig Roast/Raffle
(Steamship Round of Beef) at the
Bath Rod & Gun Club. $ 50 ticket.
20 high end prizes including firearms
or cash.
Monday October 21st meeting scheduled at the Steuben County
Public Safety Building for a public
information meeting regarding the
recent Divide NY proposals. Assemblyman Palmesano and NYS Senator
O’Mara are confirmed. Assemblyman Giglio and Assemblywoman
Byrnes are yet to respond. Contacts
are still being made for Divide NY
representatives.
Wayne County
The chapter is working on a
“Due Process” resolution for the
County Legislature.
Showed the Prager U. video,
“Gun rights are women’s rights”.
Frankie LaMarka and Heidi
Levan made a presentation on the
“Well Armed Women” movement;

they described it and answered questions
NRA representative Scott
Buisch made a presentation on the
lawsuit against NY City laws regarding carry outside the home. He also
talked about regaining our gun rights.
Discussed the need to build
up a “War Chest” for the 2020 elections.
Chapter ran an outreach
booth at the Wayne County Fair.
Reviewed the handout,
“Busted For Defending Your Own
Home”.
Reviewed a video on responses to gun control questions..
Reviewed a handout on California Ammo Background Check.
Wyoming County
Larry Becker was the recipient of the “New York Outdoor News
Person of The Year” in recognition of
the many contributions he has made
to Outdoor Sports enthusiasts across
the State of New York. This is exemplified by his long-term commitments
with the Wyoming County Wildlife
Federation..
Report given on major issues
before the Wyoming County Wildlife
federation.
The chapter donated $500 to
the Wildlife Federation Trailer Project.
The chapter had an outreach
booth at the Wyoming County Fair.
Yates County
The chapter donated $2,000
total to three Yates County Clay Target League schools.
In August, the chapter held
its annual Pig Roast held with various
political candidates as speakers. It
was open to the public and was an
excellent opportunity to speak with
political candidates.
In October, the chapter will
hold a “Judge’s Night” when 7th Judicial District candidates for Supreme
Court judgeships are invited to speak.
It is open to the public.
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panting after any agreement they
could possibly get, even though the
agreements were largely without
substance. But Reagan was willing
to hold out for meaningful agreements that accomplished something.
Was Reagan or the main stream media right? Try finding the Soviet
Union on a current world map for the
answer.
In fairness to San Francisco,
they do pass some laws that have had
a meaningful result; one can now
defecate on San Francisco’s streets
without fear of punishment. Reports
say that there is a significant amount

of human waste now accumulating
and - I hope - being collected.
Imagine a place where you
can get a ticket for not picking up
your dog feces but not your own.
(No, officer, that was me not my
dog!)
Imagine a place where you
can get fast food in a Styrofoam container with a plastic fork and in a
plastic bag or on a plastic tray but
would get a ticket if you had a plastic straw.
Imagine a place where local
authorities would not hand over to
federal authorities a murderer / rapist
solely because he was in the country

illegally.
By the way, no NRA (or
SCOPE) member has ever been responsible for a mass shooting. It is
factually accurate to point out that
gun owners are amongst the most
law-abiding American citizens; gun
owners have to be certified by the
federal government as law abiding
citizens in order to buy a gun! You
don’t need that certification to get a
driver’s license, a high school or
college diploma, vote in an election
or get welfare. In fact, you can enter
the USA illegally and do all of the
above in San Francisco.

Please consider donating to the S.C.O.P.E., Inc.
Legal Defense Fund
We still have much to battle Albany over, and as you well know it takes money to do this!
This battle with Albany and the NY (UN)S.A.F.E. Act will be going on for the foreseeable future. Perhaps the action that N.Y.S.R.P.A. is undertaking against NYC will have a benefit for all of us, but we do not
yet know. We must to be ready to fight, or assist others, in court.
We need to fight the socialist politicians on all fronts!
Send your donations to: S.C.O.P.E., Inc.
Attn: Legal Defense Fund
PO Box 165
East Aurora, NY 14052

SCOPE Business Associate Membership
Show your support for our 2nd Amendment rights with a Business Associate
Membership. Dues are $50 annually, or $250 for a Sponsor level membership.
Members will receive a window sign to display, a listing on our website and contact
information. We will also supply them with membership applications and a supply
of each issue of the Firing Lines for their store. Sponsors will also receive a wall
plaque for display in their store.
Application on page 12
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Shays’ Rebellion:
Armed Citizen
Resistance Before the
Second Amendment
By Harold Moskowitz
In the thirteen colonies, as in
England, all free men were entitled to
keep arms. All able-bodied men in
the colonies were expected to use
those arms as members of the local
militia when mustered in defense of
the community. Without that tradition of personal firearm ownership,
the successful revolt for independence
from Great Britain could not have
been possible. It is true that much aid
was supplied by France, Spain, and
Holland. However, those nations
resisted getting involved until colonial military success could be demonstrated on the battlefield. At the onset, colonial farmers may have lacked
the skills of military drill but knew
how to accurately fire their muskets,
fowling pieces, and hunting “long
rifles” against British regulars and
hired Hessian mercenaries.
Having succeeded in winning independence from the British
Empire, the leaders of the new nation
wrote the Articles of Confederation as
their constitution. Under it, during
the “Critical Period” (1781-1789), the
former colonies became sovereign
states loosely cooperating in a confederation. The central government was
given almost no power. In particular,
it had neither the power to tax nor the
power to raise an armed force to
maintain “domestic tranquility.”
The states held government
powers which in our present Constitution are delegated to the national government. Under the Articles of Confederation, only states taxed their people and could muster a state militia to
put down threats to life, property, or
the civil society.
Considering that British tax
policies were a major cause of the
Revolution, it is perhaps ironic that
the first armed citizen revolt was trig-

gered by taxes. Massachusetts farmers such as Daniel Shays were subsistence farmers growing basically just
enough to provide enough annual
family food with a little extra for use
as payment for goods and services in
a barter system.
Credit payments and state
real estate taxes could only be paid
with gold or silver coins. Shays and
his neighbors were saddled with bank
loans. In addition, Massachusetts
took land taxes equaling about onethird of their total yearly income.
State courts foreclosed on the farmers
leaving many homeless and without
any means of support. Many were
still waiting for promised payment for
their military service during the Revolution. Since they were now debtors
for non-payment of bank loans or
state taxes, they faced being sentenced to spend years in the hellish
conditions of debtors’ prison.
In 1786, Daniel Shays, a
former captain in the Revolutionary
War, became a major leader in an
armed revolt triggered by Massachusetts tax policies. Western Massachusetts farmers demanded tax policy
reforms. After years of poor harvests
and low crop prices, they wanted
lower taxes and the printing of more
state-issued paper currency. The state
legislature had suspended tax collections for the previous year but now
required immediate full payment of
all owed taxes. Shays and his followers protested at state courthouses.
Their actions prevented the collection
of taxes.
News of the tax protests
spread to other states. George Washington was disturbed by them and
wrote to a friend that: “commotions
of this sort, like snow-balls, gather
strength as they roll, if there is no
opposition in the way to divide and
crumble them.” Under the Articles of
Confederation the national government had no power to act.
In December, 1786, Massachusetts Governor James Bowdoin
mobilized a 1,200-man militia paid
for by private merchants to stop the

tax revolt. In January, 1787, Shays’
band of farmers attacked the federal
armory at Springfield. The attack on
the armory failed due to the state militia’s use of artillery against the attackers. Four of the rebels were killed
and twenty of them were injured.
Many of the rebelling farmers scattered into the countryside ending the tax rebellion. Four thousand
men signed confessions stating their
participation. They were given amnesty. Several hundred were indicted
at a later date on charges related to
the revolt. Most of those indicted
were pardoned but eighteen, including
Shays, were sentenced to death for
treason. Two of them were hanged
for thievery. The rest were pardoned,
had their convictions overturned on
appeal, or had their sentences commuted. Daniel Shays had fled to Vermont where he lived the life of a fugitive in a forest. He was pardoned in
1788, and moved to Conesus, New
York, where he lived in poverty until
his death in 1825.
The “threat” posed by
Shays’ Rebellion convinced George
Washington to leave retirement to get
back into public service. According
to Robert Longly of “Thought Co”
which is part of the Dotdash publishing family, Thomas Jefferson was not
frightened by the armed uprising. His
belief was that it was important for
liberty that there be a rebellion from
time to time. Longly states that in a
letter from Jefferson to U.S. Representative William Stephens Smith
dated Nov.13, 1787, Jefferson wrote:
“The tree of liberty must be refreshed
from time to time with the blood of
patriots and tyrants. It is its natural
manure.”
Although Shays’ Rebellion
was easily ended, it was a catalyst
which prompted men of wealth and
property to push for a constitutional
convention. Their goal was to create
a stronger central government than
what existed under the Articles of
Confederation. They feared that a
(Continued on page 19)
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Last resort
Attilio Contini, Ulster County
It has been said, ”The battleground to save our 2nd Amendment
Rights is now in the Courts”. Here in
New York State that is an understatement, to say the least. At the time of
the passage of the SAFE ACT, we
still had some checks and balances,
which lasted until election day 2018.
No more! With the New York City
Democrats getting full and complete
control of the State Government all is
lost. But we cannot and must not
give up.
Some people think the
Courts may be our savior and last
resort. I, for one, have little confidence in the Judicial System protecting our 2nd Amendment Rights. We
may get a small bone here and there,
but at the end of the day we will find
the Courts will let us down for various reasons.
(Continued from page 18)

smaller state than Massachusetts
might not have been able to stop such
a revolt before it was able to spread to
other states. From their perspective,
the national government needed to be
strong enough to protect order and
stability for commerce as well as for
protection of life and property.
Despite the fears raised by
this grassroots rebellion against unfair
court practices and high taxes (four
times higher than New Hampshire),
the Founders still believed that the
right of free men to keep and bear
arms was essential for the constitutional republic which they had created
only months after the rebellion was
quashed. Four years after this revolt
by angry and scared farmers, the Second Amendment was enshrined in our
Bill of Rights for the prevention of
oppressive government and tyranny,
as well as for personal defense. Today, an armed populace still has a
better chance of remaining a free
populace.

First and foremost; here in
NYS the judicial system at the Appeals level is packed with Cuomo
appointed liberal judges. Yes, they
took an oath to support and defend
our Constitution. So did our elected
Assemblymen, Senators, and the
Governor. Violating that oath means
nothing to them! The crime is that
we let them get away with it!
Second, we will have to file
law suits to bring challenges of unjust laws into court. Who will do
that and where will the money come
from? This cost will be beyond most
people and organizations financial
ability.
Third and most critical, our
Governing process has deteriorated
and it has evolved to where the control and power are centralized with
bureaucrats in Albany and Washington.
Unelected bureaucrats have
more control of the governing process than our elected officials. Unfortunately, over the years the courts
have a history of favoring big government and catering to the
“wisdom” of these bureaucrats.
We are losing more than
just our gun rights and we had better
face up to that reality. It took a lot of
courage, determination, and hard
fighting for our forefathers to win our
freedom. They rallied to the cause
and sacrificed life, wealth, and comfort to throw off tyranny and give us
the greatest and freest country in the
world. They set up a constitution
and government that, if practiced
properly, would assure our freedom
and liberty. Why are we letting it
slip away? Because the tyrants have
worked long and hard to take that
away from us and, make no mistake,
they are succeeding. They are using
our government to strip us of our
Constitution, Bill of Rights, and Republican form of Government.
Watergate is a dirty word
for most of us but it was the result of
more than just a power-hungry
Nixon. His removal from office hurt
this Country more than most of us
realize.
Watergate prompted the

creation of the Independent Council
which insulated the permanent, unelected insiders from political and
executive control. Today, our judicial system is being used to hound
and force our duly elected President,
who has done nothing wrong, out of
office. Our Governor is using State
agencies and eventually the Courts to
blackmail the Banking and Insurance
industry into doing his dirty work, or
else.
During the Campaign
Trump talked about “Draining the
Swamp”. The swamp saw that as a
direct threat, so the Democrats initiated the “Collusion Investigation” to
keep Trump from being elected. It
did not work. They continue trying
to remove him from office, even today, which robs us of our constitutional right to elect our political leaders.
In all this, Congress has
forgotten its ability to properly legislate and seems to have become an
investigative arm of a government
that is unanswerable to the people. It
will be interesting to see how this
plays out. Trump is trying to replace
the top officials in the various agencies with people who would clean up
the mess. The insiders shield the
Democrats from persecution but go
after Trump with a vengeance.
Today, here in NYS, the
Democrats are going wild in their
drive to disarm all law-abiding citizens. Our only recourse seems to be
to go to court to preserve our Rights.
I am afraid the Cuomo appointed
judges will not decide in our favor.
We could be a giant but we are, instead, a sleeping giant. Unless we
can find a way to wake up, defend
our rights, and motivate ourselves
and others to action, we will lose all
our Constitutional Rights forever!
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Your membership expiration date is on the label, please renew today!

YOU INSURE YOUR CAR, YOUR HOME, EVEN
YOUR HEALTH - WELL HOW ABOUT
INSURING YOUR 2ND AMENDMENT RIGHTS?
SCOPE THE RIGHT INSURANCE!
SO DON'T DELAY
SIGN UP TODAY!

Help
Defeat the
politicians
trying to steal
YOUR
Second Amendment
Rights!
Donate to SCOPE PAC Page 3

