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What is being done legislatively in the
effort to repeal SAFE?
By Stephen J. Aldstadt
Unfortunately, the short answer is
not much. There are still several full repeal
bills, A265 l, A3350, A3943 in the Assembly, and S511, Sl193, and Sl476 in the Senate. Don't expect any of these bills to move
out of committee in the 2016 session.
For a bill to pass in Albany it has to
pass "same as" in both houses. New York
City, Liberal, and Anti-Gun Democrats are
solidly in control of the New York State Assembly. They are still under the delusion that
they did a good thing passing the NY (UN)
SAFE Act. No repeal bill will pass in the
Assembly.
During the 2016 Legislative Session
the New York State Senate Republicans are
operating primarily out of fear of losing their
slim hold on the majority. Last year the Long
Island Republicans joined with their upstate
colleagues to pass S5837, a bill that would
have repealed at least some parts of the
SAFE Act. Their hope was that they could
placate their upstate Republican constituents
who are overwhelmingly opposed to the

SAFE Act. Over the last decade Long Island
is becoming increasingly more liberal. The
Long Island Republican Senators fear a backlash from their constituents in an election
year if they back any pro-gun bills again this
year. Don't expect any pro-gun bills to move
in either house.
Upstate Republicans fear a backlash
from their constituents if they allow any
more anti-Second Amendment bills to pass.
They also took a lot of heat from pro-gun
grou!_'ls for electing another liberal Long Island. pro-SAFE Act Senator to the leadership
after Dean Skelos was indicted. They are not
inclined to allow any more gun bills out of
committee. Don't expect any gun bills to pass
in the Senate.
Probably the best result we can expect is that no gun related bills will pass at
all. The Long Island Republicans are afraid
to pass any pro-gun bill. The upstate Republicans are afraid to allow any more anti-gun
laws to pass. They may have good cause to
worry. They currently hold a slim one seat
maj(.lrity.
(Continued on page 5)

SCOPE PAC needs donations
You should all know that SCOPE has a Political Action Committee (PAC) whose sole
purpose is to collect money to donate to deserving Second Amendment candidates and incumbents. 2016 is an election year for the state senate and assembly.
I have always said that if all gun owners donated one dollar a month to the SCOPE
PAC we would have millions of dollars to work with. So, I'm asking all SCOPE members do
donate one dollar per month (more if you can) to the SCOPE PAC. You can do that through an
automatic deduction from your credit card, bank account with your debit card, or through a PayPal account if you have one. All you need to do is visit www .scopepac.com, click on the Donate
button, and follow the instructions.
Money is the grease of the political machine, if we have significant money we can
gi:-ease the machine in our favor.

Thanks,

Ken Mathison, Treasurer SCOPE PAC

www.scopepac.com
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FACE TO FACE.
NOT ''IN YOUR
FACE!"
By Budd Schroeder
SCOPE is a grass roots organization and its most valuable asset is
its membership. As the membership
gets .larger and more involved with the
political process, it becomes more effective. The process of getting influence in government can be slower than
we lilce, but the process is the most
.important part.
F.ach year we get more involved, and meet with more legislators.
Our presence can make a huge difference in what legislation is passed or
rejected. The influence and attitudes of
the people in New YoIX City, especially when it involves Second Amendment issues is a tough majority to overcome.
It is almost like two separate
states within the borders of one. The
liberals of downstate can control the
legislation that involves the total state.
The Assembly has enough liberal Democrats southeast of the Tappan .zee
Bridge to pass, reject. or override vetoes for any legislation that ffllChes the
floor.
The Senate is a different
situation and the majority for Republicans in that house is paper thin. It can
switch with the electio08 in only a few
districts. A majority of one is enough
to control the Senate. If the control
goes to the liberal Democrats, we can
expect the SAFE act to get more restrictive and have more limiting provisions regarding gun ownership and use.
There is no way the SAFE act
is going to be repealed as long as Andrew Cuomo is governor and the majority in the Assembly is comprised by
the anti-gun Big Apple minded politicians. However, we have a chance to
make changes to the provisions of the
SAFE act that can make it more worka-

ble for the honest gun owner. It depends on how the bills are presented
and how we can get the legislators to

support the bills.
As grass roots activists with

chapters in most of the counties we
have a huge advantage over most lobbyists. We can visit our assemblymen
and senators in their district offices.
We can get to know them on a first
name basis. We can be persuasive in a
logical and rational matter. We can
support the good legislators and oppose
the bad ones and do it close to home.
Our chapter chairs are politically experienced and motivated to
fight for our rights in the proper manner. Politicians respect power and
when we demonstrate that we can help
them or we can hurt them, we get the
respect and attention necessary to be
effective.
Going to the legislator's fund
raisers is an excellent way to show support for the good ones and if an antigun legislator is running for re-election.
we can support his opponent if the opponent is pro-gun.
In some cases we can do what
every politician hates and that is to run
a primary against him. We can get a
person from our ranks, and during the
primary race, make the run un, >mfortable and expensive for the anti-gun
politician. There have been successes
with this strategy.
Even if the insurgent loses, it
is. at the least. a major annoyance to the
incumbent and the message that
SCOPE can, and will get involved. He
may not want to go through the same
experience in two years, or be may
even get a proper attitude adjustment
when the Second Amendment issues
are debated. There are none as fervent
as a convert. The important part is to
"educate" the politicians.
When politicians see the
proper kind of activity it does have an
effect Word gets out and SCOPE has
the reputation for honesty and dedication to the cause. We take care of our
friends and make life uncomfortable for
those who are not our friends.
the plan has been used, the success rate
has been high and the results are worth
the effort.

Where

One of the negatives we can

run into concerns a small minority of
our membership which are wound
around the axle with the slogan of "no
compromise." That is unrealistic in

poli1ics. There usually is a quid pro
quo with deals. That is a political reality. The trick is to learn to work within
the system.
It is like trying to stop a train
going down the track. ff you stand on
the tracks and try to stop the train, the
chances are very high you will fail
However, if you learn how to get on the
train, make your way to the engine,
learn how the engine operates and get
access ·to the controls, you can make
the engine stop. At least, you won't get
run over.
Once you become familiar
with the system, learn the nuances with
the process. It is a good idea to become
friends with staff members and team
more about the legislator if you do not
have the opportunity to have more contact with him or her. Knowledge is
powu and when you know the person's
background and their bot buttons, it is
easier to have a productive dialog.
ff a politician is anti-gun perhaps there is a reason. Knowing why,
is a good start. Pe!baps
close
to him inay have been harme<I: by a
person with a gun. Maybe be feels that
bis constituents are not pro-gun and
voting for more gun control .will help
bim in his election campaign. Remember the prime motivator: "What's in it
for me?"
·
To get at least a compromise,
that is a key consideration. Why is it

someone

worth his while to vote the way you

suggest'! Do the advantages outweigh
the disadvantages? ff you can get to
that point. you are off to a good start.
You probably won't get instant results.
Continued oontact and patience go a
long way to make a good relationship.
Practice makes perfect. If you
are willing to learn the · tecboiques,
practice them and - use theo;t often.
When you approach a legislator, be a
welcome guest Face to face is the best
way of contacting them as long as it
doesn't become ..In your face!" Like
the cooler said in the movie
"Roadhouse," "Be nice."
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It's not too late
to join SCOPE
"STOP THE
SECRECY!"
Campaign
By Ralph Esposito
It's not too late to join the
"Stop the Secrecy" campaign.
SCOPE launched a statewide campaign to "Stop the Secrecy" of the
NYS Police in its creation and use of
a secret database known as the
"Integrated SAFE Act Reporting System" or "ISARS." "ISARS" is designed and run by NYS for transmission of Mental Hygiene reports from
medical providers to the NYS Office
of Mental Health, from which the
information is disseminated to various state and local agencies and offices including the NY State Police.
To date, an estimated 75,000 people
have been reported to the State by
their medical providers, but less than
1% of those people have been notified of the report. Everyone else is in
the dark.
Patient reports through ISARS originate from medical providers under NY Mental Hygiene Law
§9.46, one of the new provisions of
the "SAFE Act." The report does not
become part of the patient's medical
record, and efforts to date have failed
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to yield individual information using
the Freedom of Information Act.
"You shouldn't have to start
a federal lawsuit to gain access to
information about yourself from a
secret database used by the State Police," says Paloma A. Capanna, an
attorney and Director of Legal Affairs
for SCOPE.
To bring public attention to
the secret reporting system. SCOPE is
asking people to complete and submit
FOILs to the NYS Police to demand
individual records.
"Everyone has a right to

know if the NYS Police has them on
a secret list," says SCOPE President
Aldstadt.
For your copy of a fill-in-the
-blank
FOIL,
go
to
www.SCOPEny.org or contact
SCOPE at (716) 941-3286.

Check your address label
for your renewal date
With this newsletter your expiration date is included on the address
label. It will save SCOPE time and money if you can renew your membership a month or two before your membership is due to expire.
You can use the membership application in the newsletter or go
online to www.Scopeny.org to renew.

(Continued from page 1)

There is a special election
for the 9th Senate District on Long
Island to be held on April 19th, the
same day as the Presidential Primary
Day. The 9th District was the seat
held by convicted former Senate
leader Dean Skelos. There are also
likely to be several open seat (no incumbent) Senate races in November.
Senator Michael Nozzolio has already
announced he will not be seeking reelection in the 54th Senate District
due to health concerns.
With little hope of a legislative remedy, most Second Amendment activist were looking to the
courts. With the passing of Justice
Antonin Scalia, the Supreme Court is
a big question. The New York State
Rifle and Pistol Association has decided the risk of pursuing their case
against the SAFE Act was too great
without the court's most conservative
member. The case in the Second Circuit Court of Appeals is still being

pursued by the Connecticut Citizens
Defense League. There is also the
case out of the Fourth Circuit where it
was ruled in a 2-1 decision, that strict
scrutiny must be applied to this Second Amendment case. That case will
now be reviewed in an "En Banc"
hearing of the entire fifteen judge
panel of the Fourth Circuit.
Other federal cases are still
in the works; Montgomery v Cuomo
in the Western District, Phelps v
Bosco in the Northern District. It remains to be seen how an increasingly
politicized federal court system will
rule on these. One thing is clear. If
the average gun owner in New York
continues to try to ignore the entire
political process the way they did in
the last state-wide election, when the
voter turnout was the lowest in the
last century, thinking that it will not
affect them. then nothing good will
happen.
REPEALI
THESAf.UCTJ
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Critiquing the
"Research"
Criticizing Guns
By Robert B. Young, MD
The New England Journal of
Medicine doesn't like "research parasites". That's the term used in its
January 21 editorial Data Sharing to
disparage people who, among other
sins, may "use the data" to try to
disprove what the original investigators had posited [my emphasis]. This
is an amazing statement by what
should be a preeminent reporter of
medical science, but for too long has
allied itself with the anti-gun movement.
The advance of science requires transparency. Once published,
a study's design and data have to be
shared so that others can confirm or
correct them. Critiquing them is how
conclusions gain credence.
NEJM clearly states its motivation,
less a self-serving excuse about honoring patient subjects:
"What could be better than having
high-quality information carefully reexamined for the possibility that new
nuggets of useful data are lying there,
previously unseen? Toe potential for
leveraging existing results for even
more benefit pays ... tribute to the
patients who put themselves at risk to
generate the data. The moral unperative [is] to honor their collective sac-

riftce" [my emphasis]
The moral imperative is to
do the science right. Carefully reexamining information by others is
how it is validated. This is about leveraging grants and protocols to generate more publications and career advancement.

,

Withholding data is part of '

the gaming that goes on all too frequently in academic research that also
includes avoiding reporting negative
findings and (rarely) even making up
results in order to look good. Funding
depends on appearing productive.
Reputation and rank come from success competing with other researchers
for recognition.
This is why we need
"research parasites", professionals
who can analyze and report on what
academic studies really mean, which
is often less than the media or even
their authors claim. It's a huge problem among the "public health" research community, who have never
seen an anti-gun claim they couldn't
underwrite or a pro-rights position
they wouldn't undercut-all while
ignoring overwhelmingly safe routine
firearm use and hundreds of thousands of defensive uses that prevent
harm each year. Conflicting findings
are instantly discredited since they do
not come from the tight-knit community of self-validating anti-gun authorities. This is even more problematic as it comes from the social sciences that depend on assessing be-
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haviors, not the "hard" science disciplines in which objective experimentation is the gold standard.
This more or less began with
Arthur Kellerman and Frederick Rivara, who published "Gun Ownership
as a Risk Factor for Homicide in the
Home" in NEJM in 1993. From it
came the notorious claim that having
a firearm in a home increases the risk
of being murdered by a gun by 2.7.
Of course, they picked 3 violent,
crime-ridden urban neighborlioods to
study, didn't even determine whether
the :firearms were owned by household members or others, and never
considered that owning firearms for
protection is very different from having them in order to assault And, as
far as we know, they've never released their raw data for review.
This pattern has continued
ever since. (For an introduction, see
"Junk Science as Propaganda".)
More recently we have read about

"... the dominant public health issue
of today: "Gun Safety", by the Chair
of Family Medicine at the Cleveland
Clinic in S. News January 28, who
apparently thinks so because there are
"approximately the same number of
[:firearms] deaths a year as motor vehicle accidents." [sic] But there were
less than 600 accidental gun deaths
last year. Shouldn't a more "dominant
public health issue" for my profession
be the hundreds of thousands of
deaths caused every year in the U.S.
by health care provider mistakes? It's
so much easier to beat up on millions
of safe, responsible gun owners.
. . . a meta-analysis (or summation of
many studies) about "The Accessibil-

ity of Firea11TlS and Risk for Suicide
and Homicide Victimiu,tion Among
Household Members" in the January
2014 Annals of Internal Medicine.
They discover that most suicides and
homicides occur at home, the presence of firearms is notably associated
with adolescent suicide, firearms

··store<l loa<led or unlocked are more
likely to be used than those that are
(Contilll#d on pase 7)
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(Continued from page 6)
unloaded or locked", and women are
more likely than men to be victims
of homicide at home. None of this is
surprising. But they ignore fundamental risk factors of mental illness
and criminality, and the good in firearms used to prevent victimization.
Guns in a home do not draw people
to kill as moths to a flame.

. . . "The relationship between gun
ownership and stranger and nonstranger firearm homicide rates in
the United States, 1981-2010" from
the October 2014 American Journal
of Public Health. They found a correlation between gun ownership and
homicides by acquaintances, not
strangers. It seemed that homicide
rates change by about 1.3% with
each 1% change in gun ownership
rates. Of course, there are more
households with more guns than get
acknowledged, so these rate relationships aren't reliable. Their cause
(gun ownership) can be effect
(homicides): "people may be more
likely to acquire firearms when they
observe higher rates of homicide".
As always, no attention is given to
how gun ownership may prevent
more homicides than do occur.
. . . that acquaintance "femicide" associated with gun ownership is
somehow unique. This work is from
the author of the AJPH article above,
an example of how academics
"leverage existing results" to pad
their bibliographies. "Firearm Own-

ership and the Murder of Women in
the United States: Evidence That the
State-Level Firearm Ownership Rate
Is Associated with the Nonstranger
Femicide Rate" finds that firearm
murders of women increase 10.2%
with a 10% increase in gun ownership (whatever the significance of
that 0.2% is, given underestimates of
gun ownership). This appeared in
Violence and Gender, a journal less
than 2 years old mostly studying
males harming females. Its scholarly
reputation is not clear. Articles lie
behind a $55 per copy paywall,
which makes them unlikely to be

questioned but hasn't diminished
their media value.
... about defense against terrorists. A
January 27 piece in the Bloombergfunded The Trace by two prominent
anti-gun apologists points out that
the odds of being hurt by an acquaintance with a gun is far greater
than by a terrorist. This just a lead-in
to their thesis is that having firearms
is more dangerous than protective,
period. Of course, their belief in defensive gun uses is limited to shootings found in police reports or the
media. That is nonsense. The federal
Institute of Medicine and the National Research Council estimate that
there are from 500,000 to 3 million
defensive gun uses annually. The
great majority are not reported, don't
involve shooting, and prevent many
deaths, injuries, and crimes.
... , finally, a new survey published
in AJPH claiming that most Americans would "consider" buying a
"smart gun" that is "childproof'.
Well, who wouldn't? The problem is
that the survey was slanted toward
eliciting agreement on superficialities in younger respondents. The
NSSF's 2013 survey included a
broader selection of the population,
impartially explained the technology
involved, and didn't pretend anything is "childproof'.
And anti-gun academics keep
complaining that there is not enough
research (read: "government funding
for their projects"). There are plenty
of studies, too many even for DRGO
to keep up with, but patterns emerge
with familiarity:
Basic bias: Many of these academics
have been open about their fear and
loathing of firearms. They treat guns
as independent risk factors, and then
choose hypotheses and analytic approaches that reinforce that. Yet
some individual is responsible for
every shot fired. Firearms are tools,
the means to someone's end (even if,
rarely, literally), but they are not the
agents responsible for the actions.
Selection bias and cherry-picked
data: Anytime a study is done,

choices are made about what data
will be sought, from what sources
and over what time periods, and then
how it should be interpreted. A smart
academician (and they're very smart)
can skew their oiltcoines··rrom start
to finish. The scrupulous ones don't.
Arbitrary analogies: Comparing
deaths from gunshot to entirely different phenomena (vehicle accident
deaths, for example). Lessons can be
drawn from flawed premises that
have no relationship to the ways that
guns work and can harm (say, that
we must have "smart guns", because
autos have built-in safety devices).
Blame mongering: There is no interest in explaiuing the overall declining risks of negligence (accidents),
criminal intent (violence), and mental illness (suicide). Anti-gun academics focus on blaming everyone
when the wrong people wrongly use
them at the wrong times. That doesn't justify restrictions on scores of
millions of American families with
hundreds of millions of firearms that
they use consistently safely.
Diversionary tactics: Setting up
straw men, such as proclaiming the
news that being shot by someone
you know is more likely than being
attacked by a terrorist. This raises
anxiety that can be resolved with the
reassurance that we can "do something", beginning with accepting the
intended conclusions. The real world
work of discriminating guns owned
legally or illegally, investigating who
has them and why, identifying which
was the injurious ones and who used
them for what reasons can be
avoided.
False attributions: Depicting correlation as causation, always. The more
honest authors admit this problem,
but most present gunshot deaths and
injuries as consequences intrinsic to
the existence of guns, rather than as
aberrations from normal gun use and
users.
Ad hominem attacks: When anti-gun
exponents can't compete on the merits they disparage their pro-rights
(Continued on page 8)
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SCOPE PRESS RELEASE
March 17, 2016

SCOPE Leads 154
Groups in Historic Filing to the U.S. Supreme
Court in "Assault

Weapons Ban" Case
Colden, NY - The Shooters
Committee on Political Education
("SCOPE") today announced it has
filed a Brief Amicus Curiae, on behalf
of 154 groups from across the State, in
(Continued from page 7)

opponents, especially with a progressive liberal vs. regressive conservative
flavor. See almost any mention of
"the gun lobby''.
If you read this "research",
look for those signs. There is no
shortage of "gun research"-just a
shortage of serious scholars willing to
examine firearms and their use without antipathy.
We'll get somewhere when
academics care to examine how to
support thoughtful, responsible gun
ownership instead of assailing the
historic American tradition of widespread gun possession. That will be
when they call for outreach, education, treatment, and stiff consequences
as the answers to "gun violence", not
restrictions without evidence of efficacy. It will be when the right to keep
and bear arms is accepted as strongly
as the right to free speech and relig10n.
If you don't choose to wade
into this academic morass, we understand. We "research parasites" will
continue doing it for the common
good.
·
Robert B. Young, MD is a
psychiatrist practicing in Pittsford,
NY, an associate clinical professor at
the University of Rochester School of
Medicine, and a Distinguished Fellow
of the American Psychiatric Association.

support of a Petition for the U.S. Sugun states like NY continue to treat it
preme Court to strike down an
like a second-class citizen. If it is go"assault weapons ban." The Brief was
ing to take yet another case from the
filed in support of the Plaintiffs in
nation's high court to put an end to
Shew v. Malloy, appealing the recent
this state law nonsense, then so be iL
Second Circuit decision on a ConWe're in this fight until we win."
necticut "assault weapons ban" statute,
Capanna said the mainstream
similar to the one in New York.
media "overlooks the judicial branch."
Stephen J. Aldstadt, President
The case now on appeal, Shew v.
of SCOPE, said, '"Today is an historic
Malloy, argues that the CT "assault
day in New York. More than 150
weapons ban,. is unconstitutional and
groups, representing tens of thousands
should be struck down by the courts.
The Shew case appeals the Second
of gun owners, have joined together to
make our singular voice heard against
Circuit Court of Appeals case
that was a joint decision with New
an unconstitutional law that turns the
modern sporting rifle into a criminal
York State Rifle & Pistol Association
v. Cuomo.
felony. Our solidarity is becoming
more and more visible as we launch
Aldstadt encourages people
more and more fights in the judicial
to join SCOPE for an annual membership fee of $25 to support lobbying of
branch." SCOPE supports the full rethe legislature and legal action in the
peal of the "SAFE Act," including the
courts, to gain access to its Webinar
amendments it made to NY Penal Law
series ''Legal in 15" and the "Firing
§265.00(22), the ..assault weapons
Lines" magazine, and to participate in
ban."
local chapter activities. "All those
Groups participating in the
concerned with civil liberties are welBrief include the NYS Conservation
comed to join this fight," said AldCouncil, Safari Club International Western and Central NY Chapter, the
stadt.
It will be several months beAssociation of Former New York
State Troopers, Frederick Douglass · fore the outcome of the Petition for
Certiorari will be known. The DefenFoundation of New York. New York
dants now have 60-days to respond to
Oathkeepers, and TEA New York.
the Petition. After all submissions are
The oldest participating club is the
complete, the Petition will go into
Leatherstocking Club of Oswego
confidential Friday conferences with
County, founded in 1860. Many of the
the Justices. Announcements are made
rod and gun clubs boast more than 500
on Monday mornings. The Shew case
members, such as the Grand Island
Rod & Gun Oub. Numerous of the can be followed on-line at
www .SupremeCourt.gov under
groups are engaged in land manageDocket
No. 15-1030. In a typical year,
ment such as the Chestnut Ridge Rod
the
U.S.
Supreme Court receives
and Gun Club (Dutchess County) with
10,000 Petitions for Certiorari. Out of
approximately 2,000 acres, and wildthose, it accepts roughly 75 cases per
life restocking such as the Federated
year.
Sportsmen's Clubs of Cattaraugus
County stocking trout in more than 35
CONTACT:
local waterways in conjunction with
the NYS Department of Environ- - SCOPE Paloma A. Capanna, Attorney
633 Lake Road
mental Conservation.
Webster, New York 14580
Paloma A. Capanna, Attor(585) 377-7260
ney & Policy Analyst and Director of
Stephen J. Aldstadt, President
Legal Affairs for SCOPE said, "The
8316 Irish Road
Second Amendment is the modem
Colden, New York 14033
civil rights movement. The Second
(716) 941-3286
Amendment became the new kid on
www.SCOPEny.org
the civil rights block in 2008, hut anti-
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SCOPE Member Clubs
The following are clubs that are
members of SCOPE. If you plan to join a
club, please ny to join one that is a
SCOPE member. If your club would like
to become a SCOPE club member please
give SCOPE President Stephen Aldstadt
a call or drop us an E-mail.
5 Point Rod & Gun Club
ABATE of NY Ontario Chapter

Adirondack Conservation Council
Adirondack Federation
of Sports Clubs, Inc.
Alabama Hunt Club
Albion Fish & Game Oub
Alden Rod & Gun Club
Almond Rod & Gun Club, Inc.
American Legion Riders Post 173
American Legion Riders Post 355
A-ON-D0-WA-NUH
Sportsmans Club, Inc.
Athens Sportsmans Club
Attica Rod & Gun Club, Inc
B R & G Conservation Club
Baldwinsville Rod & Gun Club, Inc.
Barre Sportsmens Oub
Batavia Rod & Gun Oub
Bath Rod & Gun Oub, Inc.
Bergen Rod & Gun Club
Big Game Recovery
Bison City Rod & Gun Club Inc
Black Rock Fish & Game Club
of Cornwall, Inc.
Blasdell Rod & Gun Oub
Bog Trotters Rifle & Pistol Oub Inc
Boston Valley Conservation Society
Branchport Rod & Gun Club Inc.

Broome Countv Soortsmen's Assoc Inc.

Brunswick Sportsman Club, Inc.
Buckhorn Sportsmen's Club, Inc.
Buffalo Revolver & Rifle Club, Inc.
Burlington Flats Fish & Grune Club, Inc.
Busti Trap Oub
CAL Shooting Oub
Camden Rod & Gun Club
Camillus Sportsmens Club
Canaan Rifle Oub, Inc.
Canandaigua Lake Duck Hunters. Inc.
Canandaigua Sportman's Club, Inc.
Cayuga County Sportsmen's Association
Chautauqua County Federation
of Sportsmen
Chemung County Federation of
Sportsmen, Inc
Chemung County Rod & Gun Club, Inc.
Clarence Shooting Club
Oay Sportsmans Club
Cloverbank Sportsman's Club Inc
Community Conservation Oub

Conesus Lake Sportsmen's Club, Inc.
Coxsackie Sportsmen's Club
Dalton Gang Sportsmen Club, Inc.
Dansville Fish & Game
Protective Assoc., Inc
Deer Search of WNY, Inc.
Delchenego Rod & Gun Club, Inc.
Depew Rod & Gun Oub
Dunham's Bay Fish & Game Oub
Dutchess County Pistol Association
Dutchess County
Sportsmen's Association
East Aurora Fish & Game Club Inc
East Hook Sportsmen
Eden-North Collins Gun Oub
Elbridge Rod & Gun Club, Inc.
Elma Conservation Club
Erie County Conservation Society Inc
Essex County Fish & Game League, Inc.
Evans Rod & Gun Club
Federated Sportsmens Clubs
of Cattaraugus Cty
Four Point Rod & Gun Club, Inc.
Franklinville Conservation Club
Freeport Junior Club
Genesee County Fish &
Game Protective Assoc
Genesee/Wyoming Pheasants Forever
Chapter843
Glen-Coe Conservation Society Inc
Gorham Coon Hunters
Gouverneur Rod & Gun Oub, Inc.
Gowanda Rifle Club, Inc.
Guide Step Sportsmen Club
Hamburg Rod & Gun Club Inc
Hartland Conservation Club
Hawkeye Bowman, Inc.
Helderberg Rod & Gun Club
Hendrick Hudson Fish &
Game Club, Inc.
J.I~,1,4,.n

v ..11~11 I MO~

Hill Top Gun Club
Hoisingtons NY Ranging Co. 1776
Hol-Field Rod & Gun Club
Holland Rod & Gun Club
Holley Rod & Gun Oub
Honeoye Fish & Game Club, Inc.
Hornell Sportsman Club
Ilion Fish & Game Club
Indian Lake/Blue Mountain Fish
& Game Assoc.
Iroquois Arms Collectors Assoc., Inc.
Izaak Walton League, Keuka Chapter
Junior Wilsons Sportsmen Club, Inc.
Kent Rod and Gun Club
Lackawanna Conservation Inc
Lake Plains Waterfowl Association
Lima Gun Oub, Inc.
Lime Lake Spo:rtsman'i; Club, Inc.
Little Beard Club Inc
Liverpool Rod & Gun Club Inc.
Livingston Co Federation

of Sportsmen's Clubs
Lockport Conservation Club

Long As We Live Hunt Oub
Long Lake Fish & Game Club
Lowville Fish & Game Club
Lyons Rod & Gun Oub
McCavanaugh Pond Club, Inc.
Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club, Inc.
Millgrove Sportsmen's Oub, Inc.
Mohawk Rifle & Pistol Club Inc
Monroe Ch~ Sportsmen Club Inc
Mt Morris Sportsman's Oub, Inc
Mumford Sportsmen Club
Nassau Sportsmen's Club
Neighbors Gun Oub, Inc.
New York Houndsmen
Conservation Association
New York State Muzzleloaders
Association, Inc
Newark Rod & Gun Club
Newfield Rod & Gun Qub
Niagara County Sportmen's Assn.
Niagara Frontier Pistol League
Niagara Frontiersmen Pistol Club
North Forest Rod & Gun Oub, Inc.
North Shore Sportsmen's Association
North Troy Stag Rod & Gun Club, Inc
North Woods Sportsmens
Association, Inc.
Northern Chautauqua Rifle & Pistol Club
Northern Dutchess Rod & Gun Oub, Inc.
Northstar Sportsmans' Club, Inc.
Norton Hill Wildlife Club, Inc
NYS Sporterifle, Inc.
Oakfield Rod & Gun Club
Oatka Fish & Game Club, Inc.
Olean Rod & Gun Club Inc
Onondaga County Federation of
Sportsmen's Oub
.
Ontario Rod & Gun Club, Inc.
Ornmre Conntv Federation
of Sportsmens Clubs
Oswego County Federation of
Sportsmen's Oubs
Outlet Rod & Gun Club, Inc
Oxford Rod & Gun Oub, Inc.
Painted Post Field & Stream Club
Pathfinder Fish and Gaine Club, Inc.
Pearl River Gun Club, Inc.
Perkinsville Rod & Gun Club
Polaris Shooting Club
Pompey Rod & Gun Oub
Red Creek Conservation Club, Inc.
Redfield Fish & Game Club
'
Richburg Rod & GnnCiub
Ridge Sportsmen's Club
Ripley Rod & Gun Club
.··_
Rushford Lake Conservation Club
Sackets Harbor Spormnen's Club, Inc.
(Contirwed on page 11)
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SCOPE Business
Associate
Membership
Show your support for our
2nd Amendment rights with a Business Associate Membership. Dues
are $50 annually, or $250 for a
Sponsor level membership. Members will receive a window sign to
display, a listing on our website and
contact information. We will also
supply them with membership applications and a supply of each issue of the Firing Lines for their
store. Sponsors will also receive a
wall plaque for display in their
store.
Application on page 16

The Second Amendment Radio Show
is on the air!
On WYSL1040AM, 92.1 FM
Wednesdays at 8 pm and every Saturday at noon and 6:00 pm,
also on the Internet 24/7 at:

2ndamendmentshow.com, SCOPEny.org &
WYSLJ 040.com
Each week hear guests like Larry Pratt, Gun Owners ofAmerica and Stephen Aldstadt, President of SCOPE on the show.

SCOPE PAC
needs donations
Help elect repre·ftt~~~~~ "~ sentatives who believe in the Second
Walker Valley Sportsman's Club, Inc.
Amendment.
Walworth Sportman's Club, Inc.
<:':

(Continued from page JO)

Safari Club International
WNY Chapter Inc.
Saranac Lake Fish & Game Club, Inc
Schroon Lake Fish & Game Club, Inc.
Scio Rod & Gun Club
Seneca County Federation
of Sportsmen's Clubs
Shawangunk Fish & Game
Association, Inc.
Sheridan Transit Rod & Gun Club
Shortsville Rod & Gun Club, Inc
Somerset Conservation Club
South Bristol Fish & Game Association Inc.
South Shore Association
of Onedia Lake Inc.
Springville Field & Stream Club, Inc.
Springwater Rod & Gun Club, Inc.
Square Deal Sportsmen Inc.
Syracuse Pistol Club
Ten-X Shooting Club Inc
Toe Conservation Club of Brockport
The Sara Spa Rod & Gun Club, Inc.
Thruway Fish & Hunt Club, Inc
Tonawandas Sportsmen's Club
Tri States Rod and Gun Club, Inc.
Trumansburg Rifle & Pistol Club
Tupper Lake Rod & Gun Club, Inc.
Twin City Shooting Club, Inc.
Valley Cottage Sportsman's Club
Veterans of America Gun Club
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Waterloo Rifle & Pistol Club, Inc.
Wayne County Federation
of Sportmen's Clubs
West Falls Conservation Society, Inc.
Western New York Practical Pistol League
Westfield Fish & Game Club, Inc
Whortlekill Rod & Gun Club, Inc
Williamson Conservation & Sporting Club
Wilson Conservation Club Auxiliary
Wilson Conservation Club, Inc.
Wolcottsville Sportsman's Club
Wood & Brook Sportsman's Club
Wyoming Conservation Association
Wyoming County Wildlife Federation
Yates Carlton Lakeshore Sportsman Club
Yates County Federation
of Conservation Clubs
Yates County Sportsmen's Association

REPEAL
THE SAF.E ACT
~ oa:£NDYOURRIGHTS

'" SCOPENY.ORG

scopepac.com

JJJ1f)ll NY
Professional NRA Certified Instruction in
Rifle, Shotgun and Handgun
Private Ranges of up to 500 Yards
Day and night hiking/orienteering
Camping on premises
Nestled in the NY Fmger Lakes region, 50
miles from Rochester, NY. Day course or
weekend series including basic gun safety,
long range shooting, personal defense, and
more.
Call 585 413-6340 for more infonnation
OPFOR NY is now
offering cla~s in Rochester!
Call 585 413-6340 for information
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...-.·-~ FAITH,· FAMILY, FREEDOM:,~'-:
:, · -::, ·

'·-·., ,.,.

'

· ANE1JUCATIONALFORUM .,

· ·c;· -_· .•

"·:!,
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,·· . "ff.

:Faith/FamHy. 'Freedom:' An Educational Forum was formed in the tt¥ft:s•a~ctmiijc(s. gfa
·group <>f diverse yet kindred people because of the current $1~ o.faffai~Jn ~~ici:>Untry. ~
forum is a group of like minded patriots from varied walks of life;i.e~ -finanqe, mqJi~, ang :
'civic. organizations, fathers, mothers, grandparents, etc., coming foQether .wttn.·th~;Jrit;eAt gf)
restoring America's foundation for our posterity~
~, .~ . _ . _ .-. .,-~ . ,
This is an educational forum with the purppse of rekindlil'lQ th~ ~iritof ttieFciunding Fathers. We, through much deliberation and dedication, bring a 111essage_fot:he13ublic of the How
and the Why our country was founded and how far Ameria. has clriftedfrom her moorings. The
three main piHars of oursocietythatwe address artdthat'hclve succumbed to the "politic.ally correct'' agenda are The Family, .The Faith, and The Freedorns we have been endowed with by our

Creator. ~ _ _

_

· ._

__ ·;. ·· ·

"t_·'.-

Qur,hope and prayer is that once again the fires of Patriotism will be ignited in the hea~..Qf;{f;
Am~ricans who love this country, love their freedom and desire to worship the G949f
that drove our forefathers to sacrifice life, honor and fortune for our future, ~ ···
:.'.\~ft::;
stand. up and be heard, people.that will be moved to action, a peopl~ wht:Lw;u: tilffet···U
'encef May we, the silent patriots, be aroused and in turn burn.withp ·-~rt·feffi'·fi
-~-me mE¥3sure of sacrifice for the future of this once, and.;may~ ym ~~n,ttn~J
'future generations.
., _
- -_
. ·:- ·_> __·_ - _.-.·-·-. __· _- . > _.·.-_ _ < _.- .------- > ., /'

«:~#tf

, We look forward to sharing our message witb, ~h~~, ~ ~ ~ ~ ~;!·~·iC't

For more.infoJ'IWltion! ·· ·

· "' ,,, ,

..

:.- , ::;···.,,·.

Please i,iti' us onFaeebook at:' ,
Faith, Fa~1y, Freedom: M ~~catic,llal:F9r'¥D• · Questi()J)S or to sth~dnle ~ fol"IDD; please email us at:
·faitb.family.freedomJ'oruni@gmail.com
,:.1:-.·

::::., ,
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fSCOPELegalDefellse Fund
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Please consider ·a donationto..the SCOPE Legal Defense Fund. Recent batties have had a substantial impact on our funds, and the new NY SAFE Act lawsuit
will need to be funded. Please help SCOPE continue fighting New York's anti-gun
laws through lawsuits that need to be funded. V./e must fight the anti-gun politicians
on all fronts. This is especially.important with t:1e enactment of the SAFE Act.

! Send your donatJons to,
**
.
.
.
.
! SCOPE INC., Attn D~fense Fund

!*

$* 8316 Irish Rd (~old_
en NY 140~J .
. . '. ·. ;

**************************************************************
Advertising in FIRING LINES

If you would_like t~ advertise,p~6asecall ~e:rrtiil ··. _ · Ortler your Repeal
SCOPE and we will be happy to assistyotiin composing . . the SAFE Act sign
and placing an ad. / . · ·
today!
Stephen J.Aldst~dt-z_·(·

>·: . · ·. ,:.·: . ·

(315) 27SCOP£ . ' , . .

SAldstadt@scopeily.~rg ·.·
.. .

-·.·.

, .•

.

REPEAL
THE SAF.E ACT

Go to_ SCOPEny.org

. ·- · - .

·-·

·. \l\lt

.· SCOPE Fioat in the 2016 Rochester St. Patrick's Day Parade!
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THE ROAD TO THE
S.A.F.E. Act

Look to

: · .u tdoorsAge·n·c yUSA

What began as a routine ATF letter to a U.S. Federal Firearms Licensee in
the spring of 1997, just a few months later
rapidly turned into an international circus
on gun control with President Clinton and
U.S. Senator Feinstein in the center ringthis, right at the time that a young Andrew
Cuomo was dispatched by his New York
governor father to work for the Clinton
Administration. This episode may be the
cleanest, clearest documentation we've
ever seen of how politicians achieve gun
control, regardless of the law or the facts.
These were the early political lessons that
the younger Cuomo later brought home to
New York to unleash in 2013.

Competitive Insurance Programs for:
•Clubs
• Leased Land
• Outfitters
• Gun Collections
Call Ed today to see how we can help you.

. ;, E<.t Qµetsch1 fi~i, L_UTc
· · 800-682-5049 ext

·· 71&,982:3803Jbus.
•

~ -

e

.

-

"

.

'.

.-

• s.o.b.P.t;. Meifiiiet

... N.ti.f Ur~ 14:m~ei . .<
NYJ.?it:e &PIS!il! As.,--cc.

Read about this and more on:

SCOPEny.org
Go to the WHITE PAPER links

In The News Today ...

by Arlie

The following mul-tiple choice survey question was asked of a group

of

,_--<ibiding mentally competem American crtizens:
A terrorist (or mentally incompet- luna1'ic) suddenly ent......, your
place and begins shooting! What would you hope?

wo.-lc

A.

That President Obama gives a nice eulogy at your funeral.
(Which he attends on his way to a golf outing.)

B.

That Hillary reminds everyone at your funeral not to provoke
anyone with a video thai' they might violently react td. (As they

did before.)

c.

In The News Today •••
with Heath B. Lyon

That New York Governor Andy Cuomo assures everyone at your
funeral that he plans to confiscate all firearms of all law-

abiding citizens. (The constitution be damned.)

t>.

That your .3!57 Smith and Wesson works

not in a ·Gun Free Z:one· I
Answer _ _

flawlessly and you are
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THE STATE IS
CONSIDERING
JURY NULLIFICATION
By Budd Schroeder
The New York SAFE act has
created increased interest from formerly apathetic gun owners as they
watch what they thought was a Constitutional right erode into a bureaucratic nightmare. The century old
Sullivan Law with its Draconian restrictions on pistol possession and use
was the opening of the door that said
politicians could wreak havoc on the
Bill Of Rights.
The Second Amendment
states that "A well regulate militia,
being necessary to the security of a
free state, the right of the people to
keep and bear Arms, shall not be infringed." According to the writings
of the Founding Fathers this was
placed in the bill right after stating
the rights of free speech, freedom of
the press, freedom of religion and the
right to peaceably assemble and to
petition the government.
When asked what kind of
government they founded, Benjamin
Franklin replied; "A republic, if you
can keep it." That was the key. "If
you can keep it." Indicated that old
Ben recognized that future politicians
could try to usurp power and revert to
a dictatorship or monarchy. A wellarmed citizenry was the insurance
that the people would be more powerful than the government.
Subsequent generations have
shown that this was a wise move, but
as time passed and legislatures convened, the power hungry politicians
kept inventing ways to circumvent
the intent of the founding fathers.
Gun control was an invention of the
Old South to keep slaves from possessing guns and it got worse after the
Civil War to keep the freed slaves
from bearing arms.

Professional politicians love
to exercise control over the citizens.
They are slick and can be ruthless in
their actions.
They have figured
ways to make the citizens dependent
on government to further their control
and taxes are a good example of the
way power can be abused. They also
have the power to gerrymander districts to retain power and they pass
election laws that can be used to keep
the people in power, in power.
So, what is the big problem
with gun laws? They are presented to
the public under the guise of "public
safety" and anti-gun proponents use
buzz words like "common sense" and
"reasonable" as they present their
agenda. Those who are familiar with
the New York SAFE act know that it
affects only the honest gun owners
and has no effect on reducing the
criminal misuse of firearms because
criminals don't obey laws.
Banning drugs and alcohol
has no effect on stopping or reducing
addiction and alcoholism and the restriction on firearms under the SAFE
act has no effect on criminal possession and usage. However, the liberal
politicians love the word "control."
They love to have the power over the
people and in many cases, laws they
pass make the lawmakers exempt
from the provisions.
So, under the SAFE act, a
person can be arrested and convicted
of a crime if he has a gun with illegal
cosmetic features like a thumbhole in
the stock, or a threaded barrel. He
can go to jail if he has a magazine
that holds more than ten rounds even
if he doesn't have a gun that can use
it.
A person can lose his right
to own a firearm under the mental
health law because of an opinion and
a report. This is done without due
process under the present law. So,
what can a dtizen do to get justice
under this corrupt system?
New Hampshire has an idea
that will be presented to the legislature. It is called jury nullification and
prosecutors and judges hate the ide.a.

It simply means that a jury can decide
whether a law is fair and justified at a
trial. If the law passes, the judge
must tell the jury:
"The test you must use is
this. If you have a reasonable doubt
as to whether the state has proved any
one or more of the elements of the
crime charged, you must find the defendant not guilty. If you find that the
law does not apply to the proven facts
of the case, you must find the defendant not guilty. However, if you find
that the state has proved all of the
elements charged beyond a reasonable doubt, but you find that based on
the facts of this case a guilty verdict
will yield an unjust result, you may
find the defendant not guilty."
The laws are not always just,
even some that have been upheld by a
Supreme Court decision like the Dred
Scott Decision and the Fugitive Slave
Act. Should the Jim Crow Laws been
allowed to be enforced for a century?
Reasonable and just people would
agree they should not have had victims paying a huge penalty for unreasonable and unjust laws.
A law like this would probably not be considered in New York
where power and control are serious
considerations for the liberal lawmakers, but it would be interesting to see
if enough citizens demanding this law
would have any effect. It would
make "government of the people, by
the people and for the people" not
just a sentence in The Gettysburg
Address, but a reality for true justice.
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The Election
Circus
By Ralph Esposito
Anyone who has been
watching the presidential debates is
either shaking their head or laughing.
I alternate between the two myself.
I suppose there have been
worse campaigns in the past. candidates trying to tear each other down.
The media trying to help with that as
much as they can. At least on the Republican side. Looking at the Democrat primary is like watching a soft
fluffy pillow fight.
The lead Republican -right
now is Trump. Many think this is a
sign people are getting completely
fed up with politicians and the sycophant media that laps at their heels. ·

Most of us have been disappointed at best, though angry might
better describe how many feel about
our public servants' lies and antics.
Their promises smelling more like
cow fertilizer than the promised
roses.
It would be easy to shrug our
collective shoulders at both sides and
say go take a long walk off a short
pier. But there are serious concerns
facing our country. Indeed we are at a
crossroads.
At stake in the upcoming
election are such important matters

as.
The direction of the Supreme
Court with the nomination of
Scalia's replacement.
The Second Amendment, democrats call for
restrictions
limits for gun owners:
The growing threat of terrorism
around the world.

•

•

more

•

and

ITS JUST POLITICS By Art~e

1'1£ AND MY CREW ARE GIVING
~ STAT£' A GOOD SNIS:F'I N'
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OUT OF'"
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J9ST BE"TTER G ~

HY STAT£' I
I
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•

•

Our porous borders, can we stop
the illegal entry of people and
drugs from the Mexican border?
Our energy supply, Hillary
pledged to shut down coal fired
electric plants. This means stressing an already outmoded energy
supply grid as well as destroying
the coal industry.

I have just scratched the
surface. In states like NY the economy is still not good for many and the
cost of living has been going up with
the only bright spot being low gas
prices. Don't think that will last. already some politicians are talking
about adding a new gas tax.
We must see past all the
distractions . and be determined to
vote. Our Rights, our economy and
the direction of our nation is at stake.
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The New High School
Clay Target League
By Tom Rood
Most shooting sports advocates are concerned about dwindling
youth participation and its consequences towards the future of our
Second Amendment rights. Some
organizations and its members are
not wringing their hands in frustration over this issue but are actively
doing something about it.
The Yates County SCOPE
chapter is already sponsoring the
Yates Cornell Cooperative Extension's successful 4-H youth shooting
program. However, another group
has asked for Yates SCOPE for help
with sponsoring a new youth shooting program to begin with the 2017
school year. It is the New York
State High School Clay Target
League (NYSCTL). This should not
be confused with the already existing
Scholastic Shooting Sports Foundation (SSSL). The SSSL is active in
42 states and has 13,000 high school

Yates County 4-H Shooting Sports
Report for 2015
In February, 3 adults and 3 4-H
youth attended a Shooting Sports training in Ballston Spa, NY. This led to new
instructors certified in Rifle (2), Living
History, Hunting and Wildlife, and Archery (2).
A 4-H Shooting Sports club officially formed in March. The group has
roughly a dozen members that meet once
a month at the Branchport Rod and Gun
Club.
A Muzzleloading workshop series
was held in March at the Branchport Rod
and Gun Club, with 8 youth taking part.
Our Living History group held a
Maple Day on March 29th, learning how
trees are tapped today, as well as how
they were tapped in the l 800s.
With support from Yates County
SCOPE, a Chicken and Biscuit dinner
was held on April 16th, raising $2767.00
for the 4-H Shooting Sports Program.

age participants. Generally the SSSL
is sponsored by organizations not
necessary connected to local high
schools.
The new NYSCTL encourages its teams to be incorporated into
the high school's existing extracurricular programs. Each team competes against other high school teams
by sending their scores over the
internet. Participating high school
team members must first complete
the NYS Hunter Safety course.
There is no facility or maintenance cost to the school system as
all shooting events occur off school
property. No firearms or ammunition are ever brought onto school
property and schools are not asked to
transport team members to and from
the shooting range. Team members
go home to get their firearms and
ammunition and then travel to the
shooting range. All participants including coaches and instructors are
insured. The program is attractive to
all students as no exceptional physical abilities are required.
The Pal-Mac and Marcus
Whitman school systems are looking
to begin their new NYSCTL league
In May a 4-H volunteer and youth
attended a shooting sports instructor
training in Varysburg, NY.
_4-H Archery Workshops were held
the end of July. There were 11 participants, with 3 new 4-H enrollees, 1 Steuben County 4-H'er, and 9 youth completing their 6 hour certification.
4-H Rifle/Air Rifle/Air Pistol
workshops were held on August 2nd,
9th, and 10th at the Branchport Rod and
Gun Club. Ten youth attended including
2 from Schuyler County and 1 from
Steuben. All youth completed certification in at least 1 discipline.
Blaise Cox participated in the NYS
4-H State Shoot event the weekend of
September 11th. He placed 3rd in air
pistol slow fire, 3rd in air pistol silhouette, 4th in air pistol timed/rapid fire, 1st
in 3D archery, and 1st in FITA archery!
Blaise and Angie Cox attended an
Outdoor Adventure Adirondack trip in
September. They learned about topics
ranging from wildlife identification

early in 2017 joining five other upstate high schools: Beaver River,
Belleville-Hendersen, Carthage, Copenhagen, and Sackets Harbor. It is
hoped that we can encourage Penn
Yan and Dundee high schools to join .
the league thus adding more high
school students to the shooting clays
program and increase the spirit of ·
friendly competition amongst local
schools.
There are per-member costs associated with the program.
$30 League registration
$10 safety equipment (eye
and ear)
$200 for ammo and clay
targets for the shooting year (9
shoots@ 50 clays each)
The Yates SCOPE chapter
will assist the sponsorship for the
NYSCTL program in two local high
schools, Penn Yan and Dundee,
should either or both schools produce a clay target team. For more
information on this high school clay
shooting league go to http://
nyclaytarget.com

(skulls, pelts, etc), wild edibles (general
information), fire starting, fishing, map
& compass use, outdoor cooking, and
invasive species of plants. Both had very
positive comments upon returning and
will be applying skills and activities
learned in their Shooting Sports club.
We applied for a NRA Grant in the
fall of 2015 and made it through the first
round of reviews. We are waiting to hear
if we will be receiving funds for 2016.
In total for 2015 we had 17 youth
participate in 4-H Shooting Sports club
programming, 11 youth take part in archery workshops, 8 in muzzleloading, 8 in
pistol, 10 in rifle, and 9 in hunting and
wildlife education, reaching a total of 32
individual contacts from 3 counties
(Yates, Schuyler, and Steuben), totaling
107 hours of instruction by 4-H Shooting
Sports volunteers.

REPEAL
THE S.Af.E.ACT

~~-=
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SCOPE Tax Day Life Membership Drive
. . . . . . 1.1

•

Have you been thinking about a SCOPE Life Membership?
·. . ··~ -~, ·~· ,. . ,, This year"yoo ·can use your iricon1trtax tenmd tOpay·fora ·scOPE"Life'M'emoetsmp at a

Special Discounted Rate?
Send this form to:
S.C.O.P.E. Life Membership
P.O.Box602
Tonawanda NY 14151-0602

Name· - - - - - - - - - - -

DateofB-it1h- - - - - - - - - Address

------~----

_ _Lifu Membership $300.00

_

EndowmentMembership$400.00

_

Benefactor Membership $500.00

_

City_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __

State, Zip Code,__ _ _ _ _ _ __
Email

-----------

Coimty_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __

:ut>grade Life to Endowment $100.00

Registered to Vote? YIN
_ _Upgrade Life to Benefactor $200.00

__:ui>grade Endowment to Benefactor $100.00
_ _ Please accept my additional donation to the SCOPE Legal Defense Fund$_ _ _ __

Total Enclosed $

-------

Mo.st be post marked between l\iarch 15~ 2016 and JUBe 15, 2016

WE THE PEOPLE OF NEW YORK, INC.
INFORMED CITIZENS AND LIBERTY-MINDED GROUPS WORKING TOGETHER

***

HOLDING GOVERNMENT ACCOUNTABLE TO THE RULE OF LAW - OUR STATE AND
FEDERAL CONSTITUTIONS

***

Independent-Non-Political Not-for-Profit-Permanent
OF, BY AND FOR WE THE PEOPLE

OUR PLAN is built on the concept that many citizens, each personally committed to the Cause of
Llberty, can amass and exert an enormous collective influence.
2458 RIDGE ROAD
QUEENSBURY, NY 12804
wethepeopleofny.org- bob@givemeliberty.org -518 656 3578

......
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SCOPE wishes to Thank TROY Defense·

for their generous donation of four Pump·
Action Carbines.

A

T-:oy Defense is a Massachusetts Comp~ that i, doing
what it can to support our fight in New York. , 1}ey

have donated four pump action NY SAFE compliant
rifles (picturea below) fo SCOPE. SCOPE~-the su~ and will use the riffles in):affles to the
.
memtiersh~. We at SCOPE are asking the membership
to support Troy .Defense.

Visit their website at TROYDEFENSE.COM.

Troy Defense supports SCOPE and all gun owners.
They are committed to preserving our Second Amendment Rights.

w

~

• t1·oyd ~fense .. com/

- ----...----,~------=---- .,._,,~...,_..--------Troy Sporting Rifle - Pump ~ction

--•1 1 11
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SCOPE Business

Associate Members
The following are
business mcmben of SCOPB.
If your business would like to
become a SCOPE .businesa
member please fill out the
application below.

180 Degrees by VLK
5443 Transit Rd
Depew NY 14043-3234
716-341-1767

A.R. Piem,pont Co.
154 Berkeley St
Rochestec NY 14607-3003
585-473-3225
Al's Catificd Welding
231 Fellows Rd
Fairport NY 14450
585-377-2392
AmClaims (Jdf Gaul DBA)
Public Ins Adjusters
2279 Preisman Dr
Schenectady NY 12309
855-578-2542

Associatioo of Former NYS
Troopers
PO Box 602
Hamlin NY 14464
S85-964-3311

B & B Repair Service
14Sec:oodSt

Canisteo NY 14823
607-698-2876

B & E Electric

Cast Away Charters
& Guide Service

Dick'a Comdry Sae Gun City
& Music Qasis

12 Hummingbird Rd
Coudersport PA 16915
416-5<,0-9216

7429USRt 11
Churubusco NY 12923
518-497-6962

411 WMainSt

Ciminelll & Ciminelli PPLC

Dick Ferraioli/Guildedand

Batavia NY 14020
585-343-4131

421 Penbrooke Dr
Penfield NY 14526-2045
585-235-0980

Bell Security & Investipdoos
60 Willowbend Dr
PenfieldNY 14526
585-249-0459

Cobleskill Outdoor Sports

44(j(i Kipp .Rd

Canandaigua NY 14424
Balavia Marine & Sparling
Supplies

Big TfflC Cattle Company
878Rt20A
StrykenvilleNY 14145
716-861-1303
Bill Fox & Son Consnucooo
& 'Remodeling

9346 South St Rd
LeRoy NY 14482
585-3564992

116 France Ln

CoblC8la1I NY 12043
518-234-2400
Coming Calmng
2199GinnaoRd
Coming NY 14830
607-962-2106

Creekside Morgans
60529 Route415
Avoca NY 14809-9540
631-988-6303

Blue Line Sports
81 Main St
Saranac Late NY 12983
518-891-4680

Custom 31 Grapics Shop

Bonded Collectioa Services
P0Box305
Faiq,ort NY 14450
585-223-2089

D&J Coosttuaioo West

Ovid NY 1452l
6ffl-869-9466

Cannioto Builders
33HuntRd
Rockstrcam NY l4878
585-216-5626

DD'sRanch
12120 Westwood .Rd
Aldco NY 14004
716-937-7779

220EMainSt
Palmyra NY 14522

315-573-4170
7562 McCmigec Rd

Pump
6230 Hawes Rd
Altamont NY 12009
518-861-6344
Divenified Daiiy Products
496 Kamedy .Rd
Buffalo NY 14227
716-864-1760

Doaaboo-Consulting
POBox70
Jefferson Valley NY 10535
914-455-4099
Durham Valley Liqum Store
395Rt20B
E Durham NY 12423
518-634-7[32

G. CbipmmlnsunmceAl}!lllcy
360 Onmt Ave Rd .
Aubum NY 13021
315-258-0381

Gene Swanson Auto Repair
4417 Chautauq,-aBhd
Lakewood NY 14750
716-763..()()61

(Conlbuu:J an page 21}

SHOOTER'S COMMITTEE ON POLITICAL EDUCATION (SCOPE, INC)
PO 602, Tonawanda NY 14150 716-846-5448

Business Associate Membenbip Application
Date of Applicalion

Donation, Annual $50.____ Annual Spowior $25()._ _ __

Business:Name,_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _~PlulO."--------

Addraa
Cil:J _________
Statc.__ _ _ Z,ip_ _ _ _ Fax _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
Mailing address ifdidiffmifl'mmtmL._ _ _---,-_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __

Contact Name & 'l'idll~---------------------------Secondary Contact _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __

Website~______________ .LlBmmllllaail..__ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
Type of business (gun shop, sporting goods. t.tc..l,__ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _~ - - : - - (Donalioos to SCOPE are not refundable or tax deductible)
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Gundamental Training &
Consulting
106 Twin Bridges rd
Oxford NY 13830
607-244-1637
Harold's Welding Shop
1164 E Swamp Rd
Penn Yan NY 14527
585-554-5178
Harv's Harley Davidson
3120 Kittering Rd
Macedon NY 14502
585-377-0711
Hills Valleys & Streams
1600 Cedar St
Elmira NY 14904
607-767-6253
Homes by Malta
972 Prosser Hill Rd
Jamestown NY 14701-9386
716-664-0025
Hunters Landing
8348 Lewiston Rd
Batavia NY 14020
585-407-8506
JC Guns
25 Malvern Curve
Tonawanda NY 14150
716-868-6328

Mike's Guns & Ammo
118 John St
Horseheads NY 14845
607-739-1814

RJK Guns & Stuff
868 Hyde St
Whitney Point NY 13862
607-692-3346

The Valley Gun Shop
1600 Davis Rd
W Falls NY 14170
716-652-6673

Mills Creek Merchandising
36 Grace St
Binghamton NY 13905

S&B Products
PO Box 145
Munnsville NY 13409
315-363-3710

Thunderbird Arms
7461 Peavy Rd
Angelica NY 14709
585-466-3090

S&S Auto Body
Ken-Ton
321 Englewood Ave
Buffalo NY 14223-2819
716-834-0183

Turnbull Mfg. Co.
6680 Rt 5 and 20
Bloomfield NY 14469
585-657-6338

Mongielo's Auto
6115 Robinson Rd
Lockport NY 14094
716-625-6125
Mountainside Outdoor Supply
5972 US Rt 11
Homer NY 13077
607-749-5714
Oyster Bay Insurance
POBox630
Oyster Bay NY 11771-0630
516-922-9131
Paloma A Capanna
Attorney
633 Lake Rd
Webster NY 14580
585-377-7268
Payne's Trailer Sales
4567 State Rt 36
Canisteo NY 14823
607-698-2487

John Henrich Company
2686 Green St
Eden NY 14057
716-992-3985

Point Pleasant Firemen's
Association
55 Ewer Ave
Irondequoit NY 14622
585-323-2030

Just Holster It
13269 Broadway St
Alden NY 14004
888-456-6 l 73

Powers Taxidermy
2ElmwoodPl
Canisteo NY 14823
607-698-9205

Law Office of Frederick M
Rarick
384 WMainSt
Batavia NY 14020
585-219-4900

Precision Armament Div of
PM Research Inc
4110 Niles Hill Rd
Wellsville NY 14895
585-593-5637

Lincoln Electro Mechanic
2908 State Rt 209
Kingston NY 12401
845-339-5686

Red Sun Builders

Luanne Sciotti
Realty USA

600 N Greenbush Rd
Rensselaer NY 12144
518-221-8756

172 Gifford Rd
Greenville NY 12083
518-966-4271
Reed Storage
POBox822
Carthage NY 13619
315-644-4529

Sardinia Mini Storage
PO Box 158
Sardinia NY 14134
716-807-9963
Seneca Gun Sports
4705 Ste Rt 14
Rock Stream NY 14878
607-243-7243
Spors Truck & Auto Repair &
Restoration
7041 Boston Colden Rd
Boston NY 14025
716-941-5550
Sporting Clays for Charity
PO Box 138
Saddle River NJ 07458
201-327-0385
State Farm Agent Thomas
Spaulding
7518 S State St Ste 4
Lowville NY 13367
315-874-4101
T.J.'s Lawns Plus
16 HoadDr
Phoenix NY 13041
315-458-5296
The Firing Pin
8240 Buffalo Rd
Bergen NY 14416
585-494-0333
The Gun & Archery Shop
150 Brookhaven Dr
E Berne NY 12059
518-872-1527
The Gun Lady
41 Front St
Port Jervis NY 12771
845-858-4990

Valor Training Group
1250 Scottsville Rd Ste 85
Rochester NY 14624
Walton's Service Center
1634 Rt 54
Penn Yan NY 14527
315-536-6923
Warsaw Dry Cleaners
102 S Academy St
Wyoming NY 14591
585-495-6370
Wiley's Ark Animal Care
44 State St
Holley NY 14470
585-638-7105
Williamson Hardware
PO Box 163 Williamson NY 14589
315-589-4011
WNY Synthetics/Amsoil
3238 Lockport Rd
Sanborn NY 14132
716-216-4045
York Penn Shows
PO Box 9340
Frewsburg NY 14738
716-569-6810
Please use a SCOPE
member business whenever
you can. Don't forget to tell
them you found their
business in the SCOPE
newsletter.
Get Your Repeal The SAFE
Act sign on page 20.

REPEAL

~---

THESAF.EACT

'-" SCOPENY.0RCi
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Executive Action,
Gun Control and
Mental Illness:
Too Little is Still
Too Much
By Robert B. Young, MD
President Obama is now

using executive actions to fill in certain "gun safety" gaps in our present
hodgepodge of laws and regulations.
One might wonder whether he is motivated not only by the possibility of
"saving just one life" but also by the
fact that most of the nation disagrees
with him about the need for further
gun control and about his right to rule
by fiat
Doctors for Responsible
Gun Ownership (DRGO) works hard
to cover the often discouraging intersection of health care and gun rights.
This effort required wat.ching in word
-for-word. tear stained, excruciating
detail the January 5 White House

press conference and CNN,s January
1 Guns in America town ball from
George Mason University. It meant
reading the President's January 7
opinion piece in the New York Times,
Are Our Shared Responsibiliti: and all 56 pages of the federal
Department of Health and Human
Services Fmal Rule 45 CFR Part 164,
Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act lHIPAA} Privacy
Rule and the National Instant Criminal Backgound Check System
.(filCfil, published January 6. We
shoulder these unpleasant tasks so
you don't have to.
One outcome of the President's announcement is great concern
that physicians and mental health
care providers will now be reporting
everyone's mental illness to the FBI,
which runs the NICS. We all want to
identify people who are proht"bited
from buying guns for good reason.

''Guns

but the prospect that anyone in emotional distress could be prohibited
from legal gun ownership for life is
reasonable cause for panic. It would
devastate the privacy necessary to the
trusting relationships that treatment

requires.
Yet only a tiny fraction of
violent perpetrators are found among
the mentally ill. people who are far
more likely to become victims than
attackers.
Half of all Americans
experience at least one episode of
diagnosable psychiatric illness during
their lifetimes. Prohibiting all of
those would vastly restrict the ownher of Americans who could retain
their constitutional right to keep and
bear arms over time.
The fear of their guns being
confiscated could also increase the
chances that many in need of psychiatric treatment, and perhaps those at
highest risk of violence, would avoid
it. That would reverse the gains
we've made during the past century
in normalizing the reality of treatable
psychiatric illnesses and undermining
the stigma that had made second class
citizens of those suffering.
The good news is that this
new HHS Rule does not mandate
anything. It defines a very limited
change to current confidentiality requirements.
As things are, anyone who
has been committed involuntarily to a
psychiatric facility or who has been
determined by a court to be "mentally
defective" (i.e., unable to be ~nsible for themselves due to mental illness) is supposed to be listed in the
NICS as a prohibited person.. This
infonnation should be tracked and
reported by each state. For a variety
of reasons, such as variations in state
req~ments and despite some federal incentives, this has not happened
consistently. So there are holes to fill
in this reporting.
The new rule amends
HIPPA to "permit" (it does not require) those professionals who have
the legal authority to adjudicate or to

involuntarily commit patients, or

agencies that otherwise lawfully collect such information. to make reports
on their prohibited status to the FBI
for the NICS. That generally means
only courts, psychiatrists, and the
directors of state and county mental
health departments.
This rarely includes other
physicians. It does not include the
much greater numbers of other mental health treatment providers
(psychologists, social workers. counselors, etc.). It limits the information
strictly to demographic identification.
without any diagnosis or clinical information. So to the extent this happens, it would just make it more
likely that the identities of those who
are supposed to be legally prohibited

will be listed.
"To the extent this happens"
is a big "if". Physicians are historically the fiercest protectors of patient
privacy, knowing the harm that can
be done and embracing the guiding
principle, primum non nocere ("first.
do no harm"). It is not at all likely
that psychiatrists or other physicians
will care to provide such information
routinely even though permitted to do

so.
Along with medical ethics,
HIPAA delineates in great detail un-

der what conditions patient information can be communicated. There are
very limited, emergency circumstances in which providers may have
the duty to warn or protect others
whom their client specifically threate~ but this has seldom caused obstacles to patients seeking or continuing
treatment afterward. Whether fire..
arms owners will selectively exclude
themselves from voluntary treatment
remains to be seen.
A much greater concern
should be the absence of due process
for all non-judicial additions to the
NICS, as well as the lack of any routine means to be removed o~ce on it
The same problems exist with the no(Contimud on page 23)
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(Continued from page 22)

fly and terrorist watch lists; the listing by the Veterans Administration
of veterans with PTSD or representative payees; and the potential for
such policies to expand across the
federal government (e.g., the Social
Security Administration is currently
considering applying the rule to Social Security recipients on disability
or with representative payees).
None of these circumstances defines someone as impaired
in the safe handling of firearms, let
alone as any public danger. Yet it
becomes the decision of bureaucrats,
not courts, to deny these citizens
their Second Amendment rights.
They bear no accountability for applying these prohibitions, which are
of indefinite duration.
For a (somewhat hopeful)
example about the burden of seeking
to get de-listed as prohibited, consider the story of Charles Tyler.
Nearly 30 years after being committed for a situational depression relating to his wife deserting him, he
discovered that he was denied the
right to purchase a firearm. He'd had
no further mental health issues and
no criminal record, so there was no
other reason to be classified as a
prohibited person.
After a two-year legal odyssey, the Sixth U.S. Circuit Court of
Appeals in Cincinnati determined
that the federal law defining that
prohibition is unconstitutional as
applied to his circumstances. No one
whose civil rights have been wrongfully revoked should have to go to
such cost and effort to get their
rights restored.
It is maddening that our
laws and this administration's
agenda can so readily and arbitrarily
consign citizens to living without the
full protection of their rights as
Americans. There is no excuse for
installing societal protections that,
while important, leave no way out
for individuals unfairly trapped by
them. Such rules are blind to the

harsh reality they impose on people.
Cheryl Todd's recent thoughts on
emotional immaturity, distorted perspective, inflexibility and narcissism
of people (and hierarchies) operating
in "functional fixedness" may shed
some light.
During the Guns in America town hall, the President showed a
telling pattern. When responding to
questioners who were supportive of
his agenda, he was animated and
focused on them. When replying to
people who raised criticisms, he was
passive and less spontaneously empathic, and changed the subject. His
eyes were downcast, and he couldn't
or wouldn't meet their gaze for more
than a moment.
This is defensive behavior.
It may have to do with 7 years, or a
lifetime, of isolation from mainstream America. It may have to do
with having no one in his circle who
would ever see these subjects differently or question his wisdom about
them. It may have to do with his or
his party's mindset fearing guns and
blaming all gun owners for the violence that some irresponsible, criminal, and distressed people do.
It could also indicate some
shame, perhaps for his inability to
answer the fair and just questions his
gun policies raise for the majority of

Americans. Perhaps even shame for
vilifying the very people who were
brave enough to confront him on his
irrational, irrelevant and ineffective
answers to the problem of violence
in America.
President Obama's executive actions, while thankfully seeming bounded by some late arriving
sense of the limits of his lawful powers, are not Goldilocks solutions.
They are too little and too much, too
soft and too hard. They simply don't
fit at all.
Robert B. Young, MD is a psychiatrist practicing in Pittsford, NY, an
associate clinical professor at the
University of Rochester School of
Medicine, and a Distinguished Fellow of the American Psychiatric
Association.
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Are you a life member?
Want to do more?
ff'ould you like to upgrade yout' membership today?
Life !vfember _ _ _ Upgrade me to Endowment Membership $200.00
_ _ _Upgrade me to Benefactor Membership $400. 00
Endowment Member _ _ _ lJpgrade me to Benefactor Membership $200.00
Name _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __

Address_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
City, State, ZIP_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
Telephone _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
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Please Print ·

Check
o Sponsor ·~$50
0 a.Years Sponsor. $140
Appropriate
D Life -:- $600
O·Endowment - $800 ·
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· ·· ·:
Boxes
D New Member
O Renewal
· O Window Decal $2.50 a Inside o.:Outside·
Mail to: SCOP~ (Shooters Co~ttee On Political Education) PO Box 602, Tonaw~da. NY 14151.. 0602
···
Make Checks Payable to SCOPE, Inc. (Do Not Send Cash)
·
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