SCOPE, inc.
Volume 19, Issue III

Firing Lines

May/June 2008

Fighting for your Second Amendment Rights since 1965

Governor Patterson’s Reasonable Gun Legislation
By Ken Mathison, SCOPE President
As you should know, Gov. Patterson
has announced a gun bill proposal, that if you
believe all the media reports, is a benign minor regulatory effort to provide mental health
data to the NICS background check system,
add training requirements for a pistol license
and some safety regulations for gun
shops. The text of this bill is available at our
website and it is far more than a minor regulatory piece of legislation. As of this writing
it has yet to be officially introduced but will
be eventually.
The first six sections deal with mental health data reporting to comply with federal regulations. Basically, it requires that
involuntary commitments to mental health
facilities be reported to the NICS system. It
does include a relief from disability clause
and appeals process if relief is denied.
Section 7 expands the CoBIS system by mandating that law enforcement add
crime gun information to the CoBIS database. This appears to be an attempt to further
legitimize a failed system.
Section 8 proposes a number of
changes to PL400 and is the meat of this
bill. Changes include:

•

•

•

•

Mandates statewide training standards
for obtaining a pistol license similar to
what is now law in Westchester
County. Adds "Air Force" to the list of
military exemptions for the training requirement.
Requires that all employees of a gun
seller that handle firearms undergo background check and obtain a pistol license
within a specified period.
Deletes provisions for licensing of antique pistols. Adds specific language
authorizing a "sporting, hunting and target shooting" pistol license.
Provides that addresses of license hold-

•

•
•

ers will no longer be public record.
Would make a New York City pistol
license valid statewide but not do the
same for a State license to be valid in
New York City.
Provides for updating the purchase coupon system that seems to streamline the
process.
Authorizes the State Police to issue rules
and regulations regarding the safe &
secure operation of gun shops and inspection to insure compliance. It also
gives the State Police further powers to
issue regulations to "prevent firearms,
rifles and shotguns from being diverted
from the legal stream of commerce" and
does not provide for any public input or
oversight to the establishment of these
regulations. Far too much power being
placed in the hands of non-elected public
officials.

Section 9 is where the details are of
the regulations regarding licensing of gun
shop employees. It is overly complicated
and restrictive and will just make it difficult
for a non pistol license holder to get a job at a
gun shop.
Section 10 prohibits duplicate licenses except by gun dealers, gunsmiths and
certain peace officers.
Section 11 pertains to retired State
Police officers applying for a pistol license.
As you can see this bill is far more than some
"reasonable" safety regulations.
Be sure to let you legislators know
about this proposed legislation and urge them
to vote against it if it comes to the floor for a
vote.
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SCOPE PHONE NUMBERS
SCOPE Questions:
info@scopeny.org
(585) 663-8741
SCOPE Board of Directors
Kenmore
Donald Herbold
(716) 877-3579
Clinton
Peter Jeremich
(315) 381-3153
Webmaster@
SCOPEny.org

Tonawanda
Mary Jo Picone
(716) 380-1199
mjp52@roadrunner.com
Byron
John Sackett (04)
(716) 548-2434
jsackett@rochester.rr.com
Lancaster
Harold Schroeder
(716) 683-3677
BigBudd99@aol.com
Rochester
Chapter Chairs

SCOPE CHAPTER
INFORMATION
CENTRAL NEW YORK
CHAPTER
Onondaga -Cortland-OswegoMadison
Michael Mastrogiovanni, Chair
(315) 652 4597
mmastro1@twcny.rr.com
Meetings will be held at the Clay
Sportsmen’s Club on Henry Clay
Blvd. just north of Rte 31. The
starting time will be 7:30 P.M.
Call Michael Mastrogiovanni at
(315) 652 4597 for date and directions.

Holly
Raul Rusin
585-659-8335
prusin@rochester.rr.com

Central NY
Mike Mastrogiovanni
Liverpool
(315) 652 4597
mmastro1@twcny.rr.com

DUTCHESS CHAPTER
David T. Warshaw, Chair
E-mail: dwars92711@aol.com
Phone/Fax-845-462-3769

Tonawanda
John Krull
(716) 832-8013
johnsaf@verizon.net

Duchess
David Warshaw
Poughkeepsie
(845)849-1839
dwars92711@aol.com

Dutchess chapter meets the third
Wed. of each month 7:30 PM at
Dutchess County Pistol Assoc St.
Nicholas Rd., Wappingers Falls,
NY.

Keith Kappel
(607) 243-7479
William Brookover
(315) 524-3457
Madison Co.
John Mulhall
(315)-655-4859
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mjp52@adelphia.net
Questions about SCOPE?
Call Ken Mathison, President
Phone (585) 663-8741
Editor - Ralph Esposito
Writing Staff: Tommy
Thompson
To reach us by phone call
(585) 663-8741
or write to:
SCOPE
(Newsletter Editor)
100 Boardman St.
Roch., NY, 14607
All stories in this newsletter are
Copyrighted © and may not be
reprinted in other publications
without the permission of the
author.
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Monroe
Ken Mathison - Rochester
(585) 663-8741
info@scopeny.org
or monroe@scopeny.org
NYC
Dave Forgione
(646) 319-0106
Davefargone@aol.com
Erie
Stephen Aldstadt
(716) 941-5523
stephen_aldstadt@earthlink.net
Niagara
Bill Mudge
(716) 772-2261
Ontario
Scott Webb
Co-Chairman
Tech1972@rochester.rr.com
John Gardner
Co-Chairman
DotWgard@aol.com
Gary Zielinski – Secretary
Hetman1683@aol.com
Kevin Issing – Treasurer
Kdissing@frontier.net.net
Orange
Mike Kubow
(845) 496-1183
Wileec@warwick.net
Orleans
Emerson Young - Lyndonville
(585) 765-9122
Santink@localnet.com
Wayne
Dan Gilmore
(315)597-4184
Yates
Bill Button
WDButton@frontiernet.net
(585) 554-6868

ERIE COUNTY
Stephen J. Aldstadt, Chair
Phone (716) 941-6056
stephen_aldstadt@earthlink.net
Herb Berry, Treasurer
(716)825-4174,
hscott45@yahoo.com
Shirley Susz, Secretary
(716) 675-1402
snazzyshirl@roadrunner.com
shirlsnaz@yahoo.com
Erie County Chapter holds
monthly meeting every second
Tuesday of the month. Meetings
begin at 7:30 in The Lodge at the
Gander Mountain store at 880
Youngs Road in Tonawanda.
MONROE COUNTY
Ken Mathison - Chair
Phone (585) 663-8741
Monroe County meetings take
place the second Monday of each
month at the Gander Mountain
Store in Henrietta at 7pm. The
Gander Mountain store is located
at 300 Jay Scutti Blvd. Call Ken
at 585- 663-8741 for more information. There are NO Monroe
County meetings in May, June,
July, or December.
NIAGARA CHAPTER
Chair.....Bill Mudge
(716)772-2261
billmudge@Wzrd.com
Treasurer......Jim Stack
(716)791-3990)
jimstack@localnet.com
Secretary......Bill Mudge
Niagara Chapter holds it’s
monthly meetings at the American
Legion Post 410, 26 Niagara
Street in Lockport, NY at 7:00pm
on the third Wednesday of each
month.

NEW YORK CITY
COMMITTEE
Dave Forgione – Chair
(646) 319-0106
Davefargone@aol.com
Jim Lesczynski – Secretary
Michael Justice – Treasurer
NYC@SCOPEny.org
The NYC Chapter's Meeting is no
longer being held at a Restaurant.
Part of our Monthly Meeting is a
visit to a gun store and/or a range.
Normally we're doing this on a
Tuesday evening, but that may
change depending on the hours of
our target location of the month.
Contact Dave Forgione at (646)
319-0106 for meeting details or
join our low-volume email list by
sending a message to:scopenycsubscribe
@yahoogroups.com
ORANGE COUNTY REPORT
Mike Kubow, Chair
(845) 496-1183
Wileec@warwick.net
Joe Eldred Secretary/ Treasurer
Meetings will be at 7:30 PM, the
3rd Saturday of each month. 21
Claremont Trail, Blooming
Grove, NY. Call Mike at 4961183 for information.
ORLEANS COUNTY REPORT
E.L. (Tinker) Young - Chair
(585) 765-9122
Orleans County SCOPE meets the
2nd Monday of every month,
7PM, American Legion Hall,
Main St. Albion , NY.
WAYNE COUNTY
Dan Gilmore, Chair
Treasurer Deane Fisher
Secretary Keith Bourgeois
Meetings are held the 2nd
Wednesday of the month at the
Marion American Legion Post,
4141 Witherden Rd., Marion NY
at 7:00pm. All are welcome, for
information call Dan Gilmore
(315)597-4184.
YATES COUNTY REPORT
Bill Button, Chairman
585-554-6868
Keith Kappel. Vice Chair
Rod Cain, Treasurer
Bonny Cain, Secretary
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SCOPE BANQUET
UPDATE

YOUTH FIREAR M
SPORTS PROGRAM

Hello to all ! I’m back from the NRA
Convention and what a time I had. Besides
enjoying all the speakers and events, I had
plenty of time along with the help of Steve Aldstadt to visit the vendors and familiarize them
with SCOPE if they were not and ask for their
help in supporting our cause of fighting for the
Second Amendment, a common ground that we
all share.
The reception was overwhelming and
the donations are already starting to arrive in
Tonawanda. I am sure all of you that attend the
banquet will be quite pleased at the response
and the surprises that are in store.
Remember, October 3, 2008 the place
to be is at the 43rd Annual SCOPE Banquet at
the Millennium Buffalo Airport Hotel, 2040
Walden Avenue across from the Walden Galleria Mall.
There will be a cash bar at 5:30p.m.
and dinner will be served at 7:00p.m. After
dinner speakers so far are Alan Gottlieb of the
Second Amendment Foundation, Alan Korwin,
owner of Bloomfield Press and gunlaws.com
and a surprise speaker from the NRA.
Ticket prices are $40.00 per person,
$75.00 per couple and $350.00 per table of 10.

Genesee Co. SCOPE ( Shooters Committee On Political Education ) will sponsor a NRA Youth Firearm Sports Training

For more information, you can contact
me, Mary Jo Picone at either (716) 380-1199 or
by email at mjp52@roadrunner.com

NUMBERS YOU
CAN USE
NEW YORK STATE
Governor (518) 474-8390
NYS Senate (518) 455-2800
NYS Assembly (518) 455-4100
WASHINGTON
White House opinion line
(202) 456-1111
Congress (800) 972-3524
Senate (800) 972-3524
Please be polite and remain
calm when speaking to your
representatives

Program this summer.
Where: Bergen Rod & Gun Club — 6410 N. Lake
Rd. ( Route 19 ) just north of the village of Bergen.
First class is July 20, 2pm to 5pm. 5 classes to follow on
Sundays. Aug. 3, Aug. 17, Aug. 31, Sept. 14, and Sept. 28.
Class is designed for students 12 years and older. Adults with
the need for training are also welcome.
Cost: $ 15.00 includes program book, materials, ammo,
safety gear, and the use of a .22 Cal rifle.
For preregistration call Christopher Lane ( 585 ) 219 - 4296.

Advertising in
“Firing Lines”
If you would like to advertise
please call or e-mail SCOPE and we
will be happy to assist you in composing and placing an ad. Phone
(585) 663-8741
E-mail: mjp52@roadrunner.com
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WE GET THE
GOVERNMENT
WE DESERVE
By Budd Schroder
The big election is less than
five months away and gun owners
have never faces a bigger threat to
their Second Amendment rights. On
the New York State level, if the Democrats take over the senate, we can
be assured that our gun rights will be
trampled into worse destruction than
citizens in Massachusetts, New Jersey
and California are presently enduring,
With the liberal courts already making decisions that show the
individual prejudices of the judges
and the disdain they display in gun
rights cases, we have little hope of
receiving fair judgments if we sue to
regain those rights.
If the DC v. Heller case goes
as expected and the Supreme Court
does affirm that the Second Amendment protects us as individuals to
keep and bear arms, we can count on
long, expensive challenges in our
state courts to make this individual
right recognized by our lawmakers.
If the court in its decision,
decide that it is an individual right,
but subject to “reasonable” restrictions, the lawyers will make a fortune
to define what is “reasonable.” We
already know that to license anything
makes it a privilege and can be denied.
While a concealed carry
permit does in fact make carrying a
privilege, it is recognized in most
states, but many of those states will
allow open carry without a permit. It
is highly doubtful that New York will
ever allow open carry, but the debate
will be on whether prohibiting handgun ownership without a license will
be “reasonable.”
We know that if the Democrats control the Senate, we will have
nobody to stop the bad bills that always come from the Assembly, and

Sheldon Silver and David Patterson
will keep banning, restricting, and
eliminating gun rights. It is reasonable to believe that they will make
CCW licensing even more onerous
and obnoxious than it is now.
We remember many years
ago when the governor and the Assembly wanted to have qualification
tests of marksmanship in order to get
a permit. They thought it was reasonable to require an applicant to fire an
85 on the indoor slow pistol target in
order to be considered for a license.
The ten ring of this target is the size
of a nickel and a real challenge even
for competitive pistol shooters.
Since the Penal Law does
not allow adults to “possess” a handgun without a license, this could easily complicate the procedure. Another Catch 22.
They could require state
imposed courses and hold them in out
of the way places at inconvenient
times to further complicate the process. As some cynics say: “What’s
the sense of having power if you
can’t abuse it?”
The goal of SCOPE is to

prevent the liberal takeover of the
Senate and we urge all gun owners to
get actively involved in this election
both on a state and federal level, because the history of Barak Obama
regarding gun rights is extremely
negative. In fact, his voting record is
on par with Ted Kennedy, Chuck
Schumer, Hillary Clinton and the rest
of the Second Amendment haters.
It has often said that we get
the government we deserve and this is
true. Almost half of the eligible voters don’t bother to go to the polls so
mathematically, it can take less than
thirty percent of the country to be in
charge and determine what laws will
be passed and how badly gun owners
can be deprived of their rights.
The best way to solve a
problem is to avoid having one. The
best way to deal with anti-gun politicians is to not let them be in office.
That is done at the voting booth and it
is the responsibility of every gun
owner to not only vote to keep their
gun rights, but actively get all those
he knows and can reach to vote on
election day. Vote to keep the gun
grabbers out of office.

Dynamic, explosive and stress tested techniques are essential to stopping the
determined attacker, or attackers. At LMI, you will learn the skills
to FIGHT with a defensive tool, and STOP the attack.
l

*
*
*
*

Close Quarter Combat l Defensive Knife l Tactical Knife
l Tactical Pistol
l Tactical Rifle
l Tactical Shotgun
l Close Quarter Gun Fighting

Training is reality based and utilizes natural body reactions under stress.
Law Enforcement and Security Personnel receive 15% off all courses.
Groups of three or more receive 25% off each student.
LMI will travel to your club or facility to offer you their courses.
Specializing in Close Quarters Combat and
Tactical Marksmanship Instruction.
WWW.LMIInc.Com

585-200-4000
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This Year’s Choice
By Paul Rusin
There are two basic philosophies
in the politics of our presidential candidates. One leans toward more freedom for
the individual: a constitutional republican
form of governance. The other lies in a
collective state, and will, a virtually slavery to the masses, or the individual, depending on the form this progressiveness
takes: totalitarianism versus democracy.
Socialist tendency is toward this
collective state wherein all are considered
equal, and where equality of income,
status, etc., is the goal. No one person, in a
true collective socialist society, may hold
sway over another, as each is equal to the
other. Socialism may be an ideal, but it is
hardly a desired, or an ideal state. Under
this, all outcomes must remain equal, and
thus, “From each according to his ability,
to each according to his need." In sum,
each produces as much as he might, but
receives only what he needs for survival.
In this type of society, there is no reason
to produce a lot if what one receives for
his work is less than he deserves. It offers
no incentive to work any harder, longer,
etc., than the next individual. In its purest
form it offers a great deal of freedom as
one seeks to do less than the other while
getting as much back as he can. That is,
until the totalitarian thumb exerts its influence, seeking to weed out those who
wouldn’t work to the best of their ability.
Stalin purged (murdered) around 25 million of his people, and incarcerated millions more in concentration type work
camps.
In a capitalist, free market system, the opposite applies. While one may
work harder than another, one might also
reap the fruits of this labor. Investors may
make more based on what, and in whom,
they invest, too. For instance, someone
with an idea, who brings this idea to fruition, makes the bulk of the profit for his
ingenuity, but while doing so, he also
benefits others with jobs that may be less
labor intensive, less back breaking, and
thus mutually beneficial. Though the person working for the boss may make less,
he still performs not only a necessary
function, but also, at the same time, allows
himself the ability to survive through the
product of his labor, his paycheck.
Socialism seeks to bring man
back into balance with nature, an idealism
which seldom works to everyone’s advantage. In fact, the only ones with advantage
under such a system are those with the
ability to wield power, and thus become
better than his peers. “Animal Farm,” by
George Orwell is our best writing on how
this occurs. In it, every animal starts out
equal after overthrowing their farmer taskmaster. Over time, however, the pigs,
being more intelligent, become the masters of all. Again, from one master to an-

NYS Muzzle-Loaders
Association now affiliated with SCOPE
On May 4th at the Elbridge Gun Club
NYSMAL officers and members voted
to affiliate with SCOPEny.org.
Below is a description of what the NYSMLA.org offers.
By Black powder Bill
History
During our nation's bicentennial
celebration, the New York State Muzzle
Loaders Association was formed as the
culmination of the re-creation of General
Herkimer's Tryon County Militia, and its
subsequent 1977 re-enactment of the militia's
three-day march and Battle of Oriskany.
The project brought together veteran blackpowder shooters and club representatives
from all corners of the state who had no previous knowledge of each other's existence and
served as a natural catalyst for the formation
for the N.Y.S.M.L.A.
This entire project and transition was
documented in the 1978 hardcover book,
Quarter Mile to Go, by M. Paul Keesler, then
Editor of the N. Y. Sportsman Magazine.
Today
Since its inception, the
N.Y.S.M.L.A. has been instrumental in promoting Black-Powder Shooting Sports in
our state. The leadership has worked successfully toward the establishment of New
York's primitive hunting season in the Adirondack wilderness, the legalization of
muzzle-loader use during the regular southern zone big game season, and the expansion
of a primitive hunting season into the southern zone.
We are affiliated with numerous National
and State organizations of importance to
Black Powder Shooters, Hunters and gun
owners across New York, including: Naother.
This is why the founders of the
United States embarked upon a new type
of government, dedicated to the proposition that all men are created equal, but that
their station in life may be determined by
intelligence, ambition, and/or work ethic.
If someone preferred to work hard they
may benefit by doing better than he who
did otherwise. Always, there is some discrepancy, such as when one has developed
a good, or service, or presented it in a
manner which made him a greater profit.
Ford, for instance, developed a means of
production which increased output, and
made his product cheaper, thus more affordable to more people. Eli Whitney’s
cotton gin made production of cotton that
much easier, requiring less people, and
thus the ability to produce the product at

tional Muzzle Loading Rifle Association,
NYS Rifle and Pistol Association, NYS Conservation Council, and the International Muzzle Loading Team.
We also work in cooperation with
the NYS Bow-Hunters Association, the NorthSouth Skirmish Association, the American
Artillery Association, and other State Associations in New Jersey and Pennsylvania.
In this era of increasing government involvement in the lives of all gun
owners, our organization has tried to lend the
voice of reason and provide expertise to the
DEC and the law-making process.
As an organization, we meet twice a year in a "allare-welcome" family atmosphere at a Spring
Shoot and again in the Fall.* These are held
at the Town of Ohio Recreation Field on
Route 8, seven miles north of Cold Brook,
NY, in the beautiful Adirondack foothills of
Herkimer County.
The opportunity for and level of
competition have matured considerably over
the past 30 years. Our spring and Fall
Shoots offer a wide range of events for
novice and competitor alike. The
N.Y.S.M.L.A. Championship, held annually
in mid summer, provides challenge for the
serious shooter and welcomes beginners.
Do you prefer the flintlock? We
have re-established the NYS Flint Team.
For those who take their Muzzleloading very
seriously, there are opportunities to qualify
for the International Muzzle Loading Team.
We are proud of our members who have
participated.
For those who like to "live" their
sport, N.Y.S.M.L.A. sponsors a Primitive
Rendezvous during the 2nd week of October
that usually coincides with the Northern
Zone Big Game season at Moose River
Plains Wilderness Area. This event was featured in the NYS Conservations magazine in
2005.
*Spring Shoot usually held Memorial Day Weekend, has now been scheduled to
move around New York in an effort to give
everyone a chance to gather for the associations
event.

lower cost to the consumer. No one can
say that in either case all mankind didn’t
benefit.
Certainly, the laborer on the line
at Ford made less than his counterpart,
Henry, who ran the company, but that
doesn’t mean that the laborer didn’t benefit from Henry Ford’s production output,
increased sales, and thus more jobs for his
workers, increased number of workers
over time, and thus more benefit to all
society.
The point being that, freedom
was essential to the benefit of the society.
Without it Eli Whitney, and Henry Ford,
would not have been able to create a product at a reduced price with less labor, and
thus of benefit to society.
(Continued on page 10)
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Give me liberty,
or a treatise on
inherent rights
By Paul Rusin
232 “years ago, our forefathers brought forth upon this continent
a new nation, conceived in liberty,
and dedicated to the proposition that
all men are created equal.” (See Abraham Lincoln’s Gettysburg Address)
Since that time our nation has devolved from that bastion of freedom
where men would die to liberate
themselves from the bondage of taxation without representation, troops
quartered in homes used as spies for
the king against the citizenry, door to
door searches, homes of persons
aligning themselves with the rebellion
seized, guns confiscated from the
“untrustworthy rabble.”
To whit, Patrick Henry gave
one of his most rousing speeches, in it
declaring, “Is life so dear, or peace so
sweet, as to be purchased at the price
of chains and slavery? Forbid it, Almighty God! I know not what course
others may take; but as for me, give
me liberty or give me death!” Henry
noted that “different men often see the
same subject in different lights.” Armies of his beloved England had invaded the shores. Navies sat offshore
awaiting orders to put those of the
rebellion in jail. To which he stated,
“There is no longer any room for
hope. If we wish to be free--if we
mean to preserve inviolate those inestimable privileges for which we have
been so long contending--if we mean
not basely to abandon the noble struggle in which we have been so long
engaged, and which we have pledged
ourselves never to abandon until the
glorious object of our contest shall be
obtained--we must fight! I repeat it,
sir, we must fight!”
Today, we share an equal
fortune. Chains of slavery have been
placed upon us. Our freedoms have
been cast aside. A recent report is that
of Christian school girls denied the
ability to put signs up revealing the
stories related in the Bible on floats in
the Max’s Mardi Gras parade in
Brockport, NY. Firearms are routinely
made the scapegoat of failed policies
of government, and those who would
seek to own, or carry them are seen as
lesser beings, disgruntled, without
cause or justification for their desire

SCOPE PAC Needs Your Help
We rarely ask our members for money other than their dues or the occasional
raffle and when we do ask for money you, our members, have been most generous.
SCOPE PAC was formed to collect contributions of money to be distributed to
qualified candidates for state offices. These candidates must have the highest regard for
the Second Amendment or if they are an incumbent must have a record of unwavering
support for the rights to citizens to keep and bear arms.
We are now in the beginning of probably the most important election cycle in
the history of New York. The State Senate is currently held by the Republican Party by
the slimmest of margins. That slim margin is the only roadblock to outrageous gun restrictions that would surely become law if the Democratic Party should gain control of
the Senate.
One party control of our entire state government is not a good thing for your
gun rights or for the state in general. We are asking you, our members, to donate to
SCOPE PAC. Donate as much as you can afford, any amount will be greatly appreciated
and put to good use.
Thank you in advance for your generosity.

SCOPE-PAC
Announcing SCOPE-PAC, a political committee affiliated with SCOPE, Inc. but a separate
organization conforming with New York State Election Laws and applicable federal laws.
SCOPE-PAC is raising funds specifically for the support of candidates for state offices that
support your right to keep and bear arms. Now you can participate in the political process with
more than just your vote; you can donate to SCOPE-PAC and be assured your contribution
will go to those candidates that will fight for your rights.
Donate today!
Yes! I will help protect my Second Amendment rights
Here is my donation of: $20____ $50____ $100____ Other_____
NAME______________________________________________________________________
ADDRESS___________________________________________________________________
CITY________________________________________STATE_______ZIP______________
PHONE______________________________EMAIL________________________________
Make checks payable to:
SCOPE-PAC, PO Box 12711, Rochester, NY 14612
Donations to SCOPE-PAC are not tax deductible
and are subject to all applicable state and federal laws, rules and regulations.

to keep these "deadly" implements.
Today a second report from
NBC news which detailed the plight
of south side Chicago youths seeking
to delay their untimely deaths by
clinging to a fatherly figure who
wishes them to shun guns, and get
jobs. Yet, the story notes that many of
the youths which have been helped
are, for the first time, having a someone who "resembles a father" in their
lives.
Is the breakdown of society
the fault of guns, or the fault of failed
governmental policies which lead to
the breakdown of the most key fundamental of all societies--the family?

And what kinds of policies bring
about the chaos of families run by a
single parent wage earner, or welfare
addict? The very policies, and policy
makers, who shun the firearm as the
last resort of desperate men to reclaim
what these scalawag politicians have
put asunder! What God has said “no
man should put asunder!” The policies of divorce, separation, Child Protective Services, Welfare, WIC, and
so many other programs which make
it unnecessary for women to need, let
alone marry, the men with whom they
conceive. If they do, divorce is an
(Continued on page 8)
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(Continued from page 7)

easy proposition, and ownership of a
firearm by one, or the other, in a divorce proceeding, can lead to charges
which may maim the individual for
life, take away his/her rights to own,
or carry, forever, or until an adjudication of allegations.
The problem remains that
many, men especially, simply give up.
Fighting the system is too hard, and
too costly. The press has made it extremely difficult to prove, let alone
get a fair hearing, in a court of law, if
one owns a firearm, especially in divorce proceedings where lawyers play
hardball, and where wives, and sometimes husbands, are forced to do
things which are anathema to common sense, and a sense of right. Morals go out the window when winning
is everything.
Further, we used to have
some in our society with the moral
fortitude to stand their ground, but
these are becoming less inclined to do
so as society becomes ever more debased. I speak of Conservative Republicans, of course. But, even this sacred
bastion seems to have been infiltrated
with evil socialists, and communists,
under the guise of Compassionate
Conservatism. These believe not a
whit in our Constitution, nor our Republican governance under it. They do
not play by the rules of law, but by the
rules of winning at all costs, including
winning of elections by whatever
means, through whatever lies, and
deceit necessary, and at all costs, even
to our very rights.
Worse, we have an electorate
which has forgotten the venerable
words of our Constitution, and the
Declaration of Independence--which
points to the various concerns of the
people of the colonies under the repression of the King of England. We

have forgotten why there are eight (8)
amendments to our Constitution
which relate directly to our God
granted, innate rights, rights which no
congress, no functionary, no judge, no
lawyer, no president, or any other
individual may deny any other of us
without putting themselves at a state
of war with said individual. (See John
Locke) The 9th amendment states we
have rights which were not enumerated, but which, without our fighting
for them, can still be lost.
We have forgotten the words
of our ancestors who fought, and died
for these rights which others so forthrightly made advanced statements of
intent. Statements of which C. A
Beard said, "You need only reflect
that one of the best ways to get yourself a reputation as a dangerous citizen these days is to go about repeating
the very phrases which our founding
fathers used in their struggle for independence."
Statements such as: “Let
your gun therefore be your constant
companion of your walks.” —Thomas
Jefferson
"Firearms stand next in importance to the constitution itself.
They are the American people's liberty teeth and keystone under independence … from the hour the Pilgrims landed to the present day,
events, occurrences and tendencies
prove that to ensure peace security
and happiness, the rifle and pistol are
equally indispensable … the very atmosphere of firearms anywhere restrains evil interference — they deserve a place of honor with all that's
good."--George Washington
No clause in the Constitution could by
any rule of construction be conceived
to give the congress a power to disarm
the people. Such a flagitious attempt
could only be made under a general

The Second Amendment Radio Show
1590 AM, 1310 AM
10:00-11:30 am every Thursday and 7:00-8:30 pm every
Saturday and Sunday also on the Internet 7/24 at:
www.2ndamendmentshow.com
or
www.SCOPEny.org
Hear SCOPE President Ken Mathison each week.

pretence by a state legislature. But, if
in any pursuit of an inordinate power
either should attempt it, this amendment may be appealed to as a restraint
on both. --William Rawle (from his
book, “View of the Constitution”)
"To preserve liberty it is essential that
the whole body of the people always
possess arms and be taught alike, especially when young, how to use
them..."- RICHARD HENRY LEE
"No free man shall ever be debarred
the use of arms. The strongest reason
for the people to retain the right to
keep and bear arms is, as a last resort,
to protect themselves against tyranny
in government."- THOMAS JEFFERSON
Acknowledged rights are not
subject, and ought not to be subject to
any such limitation. The right of being
protected in life, liberty, and estate is
due to all and cannot be justly denied
to any, whatever be their age, property, or residence in the State. -- U.S.
Law
"Who are the militia? Are
they not ourselves? Congress have no
power to disarm the militia. Their
swords and every other terrible implement of the soldier, are the birthright
of an American.... The unlimited
power of the sword is not in the hands
of either the federal or state governments, but, where I trust in God it will
ever remain, in the hands of the people."- TENCH COXE
"The right of self-defense is the first
law of nature; in most governments it
has been the study of rulers to confine
this right within the narrowest possible limits. ... and [when] the right of
the people to keep and bear arms is,
under any color or pretext whatsoever,
prohibited, [then] liberty, if not already annihilated, is on the brink of
destruction." - St. George Tucker,
Judge of the Virginia Supreme Court
1803
I, myself, have previously
maintained that: "All laws which seek
to limit, hinder, encroach upon, trespass on or upon, the right to keep and
bear arms, are by definition (infringe),
unconstitutional, thus null and void,
without merit, wholly and completely!"
Harsh? Yes, but wholly compatible with what our forefathers designed when they wrote Amendment
II. We must all share this insight if we
are to win the war against our Second
Amendment rights. Every law to
which we knuckle under will, like the
(Continued on page 9)
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cigarette to the smoker, be another nail
in the coffin of our inherent right(s).
In this important election
year, ladies and gentlemen, we must
remember this last statement, keep it
in our hearts, and write it on our minds
as if indelible. If we are to remain a
nation free from tyranny of the
masses, the leftists, the invaders and
plunderers of our Constitution, of our
rights, of our very freedom, then we
must remain an armed society, regardless of the death, and mayhem, which
may rule our streets. We must remember that this mayhem is caused by laws
which deny us the freedom to choose,
even if that freedom causes our death,
for certainly fighting to remain free
may lead to our untimely demise.
One other thing I wish to
detail. Our bicameral state legislature
has one branch, run by Democrat party
operatives, which consistently pass
laws averse to our Second Amendment
rights. The other, with a bare majority
of Republicans, has repeatedly, except
under the reign of Governor ‘king
George’ Pataki, refused to pass these
anti-gun bills. Only by buying off Senate Leader Joe Bruno, our most ardent
supporter most of the time, with more
money for NY City schools was the
Pataki 5 point legislation able to pass.

SCOPE Offers
Business Associate
Membership

He should be held accountable, but
how is that possible at this time? Most
of our western county senators are
friends of the gun owner, and some
from both sides of the aisle. But, our
Assembly Democrats from downstate
are less than inhibited by the pro-gun
upstate. Their fortunes lie with downstate voters, who have been influenced
by anti-gun rhetoric from all quarters-press, politicians, socialist elites within
the public educations system.
A loss of a Republican majority in the senate will (one seat majority
at present), without doubt, foster new
laws which prohibit gun ownership, or
severely limit, or restrict it to only a
special few, much as currently is law
in NY City. When this happens, we
will no longer be a Republic as our
federal government insists we be. We
will be a tyrannical state run by a communist cabal. Let us hope that the few
Democrats out there who vote party
line will be hard put to place in power
representatives who will side with
their downstate brethren when push
comes to shove. But, we know when
our district needs something, we are
most willing to sell our souls, and our
rights, to powers that be with the
money to help. God help us if this is
why we vote against our rights. Should
we, expect a new exodus from the
SCOPE is now offering businesses
that want to show their support for our 2nd
Amendment rights a Business Associate
Membership. Business membership dues will
be $50 annually, or $250 annually for a
Sponsor level membership. Business members
will receive a window sign to display, a listing
on our website with basic details of their store

state as those who believe in our inherent rights exit.

and contact information. We will also supply
them with membership applications and a
supply of each issue of the Firing Lines for
their store. Sponsor level businesses will have
their listing on our website highlighted and
they will receive a wall plaque for display in
their store.
Sign up Today!

SHOOTER’S COMMITTEE ON POLITICAL EDUCATION (SCOPE, INC)
PO Box 12711, Rochester, NY 14612 585-663-8741
Business Associate Membership Application
Date of Application___________________ Donation, Annual $50__________ Annual Sponsor $250____________
Business Name___________________________________________________________Phone______________________
Address____________________________________________________________City ___________________________
State___________ Zip__________ Fax _________________________________________________________________
Mailing address if different___________________________________________________________________________
Contact Name & Title________________________________________________________________________________
Secondary Contact __________________________________________________________________________________
Website_________________________________________ Email_____________________________________________
Type of business (gun shop, sporting goods, etc.)___________________________________________________________
(Donations to SCOPE are not refundable or tax deductible)
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On the other hand, where socialism/communism has been tried, it has always been a failure. Incentive to work is
stifled. Production, as output, slows, or
regresses, under such systems. Even the
Chinese Marxist’s have seen the error of
their ways, and are seeking to incorporate
free market reforms within their country. As

SCOPE Member Clubs
The following are clubs that are
members of SCOPE. If you plan to join a
club, please try to join one that is a
SCOPE member. If your club would like
to become a SCOPE club member please
give Ken Mathison a call or drop us an Email.
Alabama Hunt Club
Alden Rod & Gun Club
Allied Sportsmen of WNY Inc
Attica Rod & Gun Club, Inc
B R & G Conservation Club
B R & G Conservation Club
Bailey Mountain Fish & Game Club, Inc.
Baldwinsville Rod & Gun Club, Inc.
Barrington Rifle Club
Bergen Rod & Gun Club
Bison City Rod & Gun Club Inc
Black Rock Fish & Game Club Inc
Blasdell Rod & Gun Club
Bog Trotters Rifle & Pistol Club Inc
Boston Valley Conservation Society
Branchport Rod & Gun Club
Buffalo Revolver & Rifle Club Inc
Burlington Flats Fish & Game Club, Inc.
Cal Shooting Club
Caledonia Rifle & Pistol Club, Inc.
Camillus Sportsmen's Club
Canaan Rifle Club, Inc.
Canandaiqua Lake Duck Hunters, Inc.
Canandaiqua Sportsmen's Club, Inc.
Canastota Conservation Club
Chautauqua County
Federation of Sportsmen
Chemung County Rod & Gun Club
Clarence Shooting Club
Clay Sportsman's Club
Clinton Fish & Game Club
Cloverbank Sportsman's Club Inc
Conesus Lake Sportsmen's Club
Conservation Club of Brockport
Dansville Fish & Game Protective Assoc.
Delchenego Rod & Gun Club
Depew Rod & Gun Club
Dunham's Bay Fish & Game Club
E Aurora Fish & Game Club Inc
Eden-North Collins Gun Club
Elbridge Rod & Gun Club
Elks Head Hunting & Fishing Club Inc

a result, their output has risen, their monetary influence in the world, and particularly
in their region of the world, has increased
dramatically. Where once Japan and South
Korea reigned supreme, now China, with its
larger population, its larger labor pool, its
less costly labor, may become, and is becoming, pre-eminent in the region.
Wherever freedom rules, wherever freedom of choice, freedom of trade,

freedom of the individual, is paramount, the
individual advances. Thus, our founders
created a Constitutional Republic where the
rule of law is paramount with individual
freedom being equal, and the rights so endowed by God to the individual, as its bulwark.
Today these two philosophies, the

Elma Conservation Club
Erie County Conservation Society Inc
Fin Feather & Fur
Conservation Society, Inc.
Five Point Rod & Gun Club
George Washington
Fishing & Camping Club Inc
Glen-Coe Conservation Society Inc
Gowanda Rifle Club
Hamburg Rod & Gun Club Inc
Hartland Conservationists
Hawkeye Bowman, Inc.
Hill Top Gun Club
Himrod Conservation Club
Holland Rod & Gun Club
Holley Rod & Gun Gun Club
Honeoye Fish & Game Club
Hornell Sportsman Club
Iroquois Arms Collectors Assoc of WNY
Lackawanna Conservation Club Inc
Lake Keuka Chapter, Izaak Walton
League
Lima Gun Club
Little Beard Club Inc
Livingston Co Federation
of Sportsmen's Clubs
Lloyd Rod and Gun Club Inc.
Long Lake Fish & Game Club
MacDougall Sportsman's Club
Mad River Club Inc.
Mendon Conservation League
Mohawk Rifle & Pistol Club Inc
Monroe Chester Sportsmen Club Inc
Morgan Hill Game Association.
Neighbors Gun Club
New York Houndsmen
Conservation Association
New York State Muzzleloaders
Newark Rod & Gun Club
Newfield Rod & Gun Club
Niagara County Sportsmen's Assn.
Niagara Frontier Pistol League
Niagara Frontiersmen Pistol Club
North Forest Rod & Gun Club
North Star Sportsman’s Club, Inc.
Northern Dutchess Rod & Gun Club, Inc.
Oatka Fish & Game Club
Olean Rod & Gun Club Inc
Oswego County Federation
of Sportsman’s Clubs
Painted Post Field & Stream Club

Pathfinder Fish and Game Club, Inc.
Pearl River Gun Club
Phoenicia Fish & Game Association
Polaris Shooting Club
Ramapough Sportsmen Association Inc.
Redfield Fish & Game Club
Richburg Rod & Gun Club
Rochester Brooks Gun Club, Inc.
Rochester Rifle Club
Ruby Rod & Gun Club Inc.
Sackets Harbor Sportsmen's Club, Inc.
Safari Club Western &
Central NY Chapter
Saranac Lake Fish & Game Club
Seneca County Federation
of Sportsmen's Clubs
Shawangunk Fish & Game Assn, Inc.
Sheridan Transit Rod & Gun Club
Sodus Bay Sportsman's Club
Sons of the American Legion Post 881
South Bristol Fish
& Game Association Inc.
South Shore Association
of Onedia Lake Inc.
Springville Field & Stream Inc
Springwater Rod & Gun Club, Inc.
Square Deal Sportsmen Inc.
Suburban Pistol League
Ten-X Shooting Club,Inc
The American Legion Riders Post 355
Thruway Fish & Hunt Club
Tonawanda Sportsmen's Club
Veterans of America Gun Club
Walden Sportsmen's Club
Waterloo Rifle & Pistol Club
Wayne County Federation
of Sportsmen's Clubs
West Falls Conservation Society, Inc.
Williamson Conservation & Sporting
Club
Wilson Conservation Club Inc
Wittenberg Sportsmen's Club
Wolcottsville Sportsmen Club
Wood & Brook Sportsman's Club
Wyoming County Wildlife Federation
Yates Carlton Lakeshore
Sportsmen's Club
Yates County Federation of Conservation
Clubs
York Sportsman's Club

(Continued on page 12)
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Genesee Co. SCOPE is running a fundraiser to help pay for the Youth Firearm
Sports Program.

double arm length of tickets. I will include them in the drawing. Include name and phone # so we know who to call if they
win.
My mail address is:
Dave Kaufman
7212 Lake Road South
Bergen, NY 14416-9553

We will raffle a $ 100 Gas Card. Tickets are $1 each
or 2 arms length of tickets for $5.

We also will need help at the Genesee Co. Fair. we will
have
a table there and could use help to sign up new memNo, you do not have to fill out each ticket - we will record the first
bers,
sell raffle tickets, give out info about SCOPE. Call
& last ticket number of your strip of tickets, with your name &
me if you can help.
phone.
Drawing will be on JULY 19 - The last
day of the Genesee Co. Fair. at our booth on
the fair grounds.
Here's the thing. . . . I cannot be at all the
local events. If your locality has an event
before 6pm the evening of July 19th and you
would be willing to set up a table - I will
arrange to get all the stuff to you, and show
you how the raffle will work.
This could be Fairs, Carnivals, Gun Club
meetings, even your yard sale ! anywhere
you can set up a table.
Call me ( 585 ) 494 - 2314 if you can help.
If you or your neighbors & relatives would
like to get in the raffle send me $5 for each

SCOPE Business
Associate Members
The following are business
members of SCOPE. If your business
would like to become a SCOPE
business member please fill out the
application on page 7 or give Ken
Mathison a call or E-mail.
Action Airgun LLC
14 Corporate Circle
East Syracuse, NY 13957
315-448-0157
John Ebensparger - Operations
Manager
Web based action target shooting
Ammo Bee & Guns
2935 W. Main St.
Caledonia, NY 14423
585-538-4061
Fred Beggs
Gun Shop
Armed and Unarmed School of
Security
408 State Rt 164
Brewster, NY 10509

Nicholas Michailides Owner
845-878-4804
877-692-7633(toll free)
www.ausos.com
aremedandsafe@yahoo.com
Pistol license application and
training, armed training, security
guard training, private range.
Barretts Batavia Marine &
Sporting Supplies
411 W. Main St
Batavia, NY 14020
Jack Taylor
Mary Barrett
585-343-4131
Retail firearms, muzzleloaders,
supplies, ammo & fishing supplies
D & D Guns
1812 Culhane Rd
Penn Yan, NY 14527
Dick Culhane
315-536-3503
Retail gun sales, accessories, calls,
ammo
J. Raymond Brown
Attorney and Counselor at Law
1739 Penfield Rd.

Penfield, NY 14526
585-586-3070
LMI, Inc.
51 Eaglewood Cir.
Pittsford, NY 14534
585-200-4000
Ron Lauinger
www.lmiinc.com
ronlauinger@lmiinc.com
Defensive marksmanship instruction
Seneca Gun Sports
107 Fir Tree Point Rd.
Rock Stream, NY 14878
607-243-7243 phone/fax
Jim Emmons
Retail firearms and accessories
Ulbrich's Garden Center
11500 Broadway
Alden, NY 14004
716-937-7748
http://www.ulbrichs.com
mailto:tom@ulbrichs.com
Tom Ulbrich
Retail garden center
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[ ] Yes [ ] No
[ ] Yes [ ] No
Will you serve on Committees?
Are you registered to Vote?
Please check all that apply:
Are you an NRA member? [] Life [] Annual

E-Mail Address __________________________________________________________________________

City _____________________________ State ______ Zip _________-_________ County ______________

Address _______________________________________________________ Phone ___________________

freedom of the Constitutional Republic, and the Marxist socialism of
the left, are at odds. One must wonder what “progress” Progressives
seek to bring to a free society. Is it a progress toward more socialist
policies which lead to less freedom? If so, is it not anathema to the very
progress these United States has made over the first 140 years of its
history? Is social security not socialism? Is Medicare, welfare, Medicaid, WIC, AFDC, and other socialist inspired programs not the exact
opposite of the free society which our founder’s envisioned for their
progeny? If so, then what are we to do about it? Do we vote for more
socialism, for those who push an agenda which will allow us less freedom, enslave us more under the yoke, and thumb, of our oppressors?
Progress, in a free society should be toward greater individual freedom, not less under a slavery to the masses, or the minority(ies).
Whenever freedom regresses, total slavery soon ensues. It may not be
tomorrow, but over the generations, it becomes ever more prevalent, and
often unable to be stifled easily, or at all.
To whit, our founders gave us something which we should
all not only enjoy, but participate in. That freedom is the right to keep
and bear arms. We are at a crossroads at this moment, awaiting the
decision by the Supreme Court in regards this issue. Is it an individual
right, or a collective (socialist--from societal) right? As we wait, we
have seen them reverse former Supreme’s rulings on Guantanamo detainees (enemy combatants), declaring them, even though not on American soil, as having all the rights, privileges, and immunities, of every
other American citizen? Does this not mean that every citizen of every
foreign nation, also may be entitled to these rights? Will we allow foreign governments spies to carry weapons within our nations borders?
Will they be required to file for a permit to do so? Does Mahmoud
Ahmadinejad have the same rights as you, or me, whether in his country, or ours.
Watch closely the next election. Whom you choose to lead
the nation can have disastrous consequences. Do we choose a Marxist/
socialist who will offer us national healthcare? Or, do we want someone
who won’t offer us healthcare, but who might reverse generations of
welfare dependence, social insecurities (inequities), and right the
wrongs of the past?
Also remember that whomever becomes the next president
will be responsible for choosing perhaps up to three of the next judicial
nominees. This is critical given the leftward tilt of the court over the last
several years.
Your decision in the voting booth, whether at the local, state,
or national level will determine future leaders of our nation. Please
choose wisely those who espouse greater freedom for the individual,
rule of law, and Constitutional Republican governance. I implore you to
also consider not only what is said, but what the record says of their past
actions, for past actions determine future tendencies.

Please Print
Name _________________________________________________________ Date of Birth _____________
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[] 3 Year Annual -- $ 55 [] SCOPE Patch - $ 4.00
[]Sponsor - $40
[] 3 Year Sponsor - $ 110
Check Appropriate [] Life - $ 600
[] Endowment ----- $ 800 [] Benefactor - $1000
Boxes
[] New Member
[] Renewal
Mail To: Shooters Committee on Political Education (SCOPE), P.O. Box 602,Tonawanda, NY, 141510602
Make checks payable to: SCOPE DO NOT SEND CASH ESCOPE also accepts PayPal

SO DON'T DELAY
SIGN UP TODAY!

[]Annual - $20

SCOPE THE RIGHT INSURANCE!

Membership Dues:

YOU INSURE YOUR CAR, YOUR HOME, EVEN
YOUR HEALTH - WELL HOW ABOUT
INSURING YOUR 2ND AMENDMENT RIGHTS?

DEFEND YOUR RIGHTS - SIGN UP / RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP -TODAY!
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