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A well 

Regulated 
Militia, being 

necessary to the 
security of a 
free state, the 
right of the 

People to keep 
and bear arms, 

shall not be 
infringed. 

While our esteemed New York State Con-
gressman Weiner has been dominating the 
news. Another more important story for gun 
owners has been quietly unfolding.  
 
The BATF administration and their Wash-
ington bosses have had the cover blown on  
operation “Fast and Furious.” Ostensibly to 
track illegally purchased guns that go to the 
Mexican Drug Cartels.  
 
On the surface it sounds like a great idea. 
The reality is “Fast and Furious” would have 
been a great tool to push for more gun con-
trol.  One could imagine President Obama 
telling us how thousands of guns were being 
sold illegally to the evil Drug Lords by US 
gun shops. To stop this we must shut down 
the gun shops and make these horrible weap-
ons illegal, bla, bla, bla…  
 
But just how do you track the guns? Well 
the easiest way was to allow the sale of guns 
to known criminals who were gunrunners. 
This was so they had a record of the guns 
that they wanted to trace. Yes, the BATF 
knowingly approved the sale of guns to 
known criminals who would transport and 
resell the guns to more violent criminals and 
Drug Cartels.  
 
Well it worked like a charm, the guns that 
were “tracked” turned up at over 150 mur-
ders perpetrated by the Drug Cartels. Includ-
ing the death of  Border Agent Brian Terry. 
Terry and his partner were ambushed as they 
drove home from an assignment.  
 
With complete disregard for the deadly con-
sequences of their actions they allowed over 
seventeen hundred guns to be sold to these 
criminals. They said they were monitoring 
illegal gun sales. The facts are that many of 
the gun shops told the BATF that the buyers 
were questionable but they were instructed 
by the BATF to finish the sale and rigged 
the NICS check to approve the sale.  

 
This means the gun sales were technically 
legal for the gun shops to make. It also 
means the BATF and whoever the Washing-
ton bureaucrats were who approved of the 
operation put a large number of guns in the 
hands of murderers. Had the BATF not been 
trying to “monitor illegal gun sales” most of 
the gun purchases of operation “Fast and 
Furious” would have been denied.  
 
What they did find was that the gunrunners 
in addition to delivering a number of these 
illegal guns to the Mexican Drug Cartels 
also sold many to criminals in the United 
States as well. To date nearly 400 have been 
recovered from crime scenes in Texas and 
Arizona. 
 
It has been reported that BATF officials 
were worried about the gun used in Con-
gresswoman Giffords shooting. Worried that 
it may have been a gun sold under this op-
eration. If you recall a number of people 
were killed and the Congresswoman griev-
ously wounded in that incident. Any connec-
tion of that gun with the Fast and Furious  
operation has been denied by the BATF. 
 
Several BATF field agents blew the whistle 
on the operation after Brian Terry's murder. 
House Oversight and Government Reform 
Committee Chairman Rep. Darrell Issa (R-
Calif.) is conducting hearings on the opera-
tion. Assistant Atty. Gen. Ronald Weich 
danced around the question of who in the 
Administration knew about this and who 
approved it.  
 
It is still unclear just how high up the chain 
of command the approval went to implement 
“Fast and Furious.” What did come out in 
the hearing so far were e-mails that de-
scribed how acting BATF Director Kenneth 
Melson had a monitor in his Washington 
office where he could watch a live feed of 
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SCOPE PHONE NUMBERS 
 

SCOPE Questions: 
info@scopeny.org 

(716) 846-5448 
 

SCOPE Board of Directors 
SCOPE Chapter Chairs are also 

Board Members 
 
Paul Rusin 
585-659-8335  
prusin@rochester.rr.com 
 
Ken Mathison  
585-967-1040 
kenmatent@gmail.com 
 
John Krull 
(716) 832-8013 
johnsaf@verizon.net 
  
William Brookover 
(315) 524-3457 
blackpowderbill@yahoo.com 
 
Dave Carlson 
(585) 815-7695 
kdcarlso@verizon.net 
 
Mary Jo Picone 
 (716) 380-1199 
mjp653@yahoo.com 
 
 

Harold Schroeder 
(716) 861-9302 
BigBudd99@aol.com 

 
SCOPE CHAPTER 

INFORMATION 
 
CENTRAL NEW YORK 
Onondaga-Cortland-Oswego-
Madison 
Michael Mastrogiovanni, Chair 
(315) 652 4597 
mmastro1@twcny.rr.com 
 
Meetings will be held at the Clay 
Sportsmen’s Club on Henry Clay 
Blvd. just north of Rte 31.  The 
starting time will be 7:30 P.M. 
Call Michael Mastrogiovanni at 
(315) 652 4597 for date and direc-
tions. 
 
DUTCHESS CHAPTER 
David T. Warshaw, Chair 
E-mail: dwars92711@aol.com 
Phone/Fax-(845)849-1839 
 
Dutchess chapter meets the third 
Wed. of each month 7:30 PM at 
Dutchess County Pistol Assoc St. 
Nicholas Rd., Wappingers Falls, 
NY. 
 
ERIE COUNTY 
Gerry Cumbo, Chair 
gcumbo@ymail.com 
Phone (716) 983-1629 
Herb Berry, Treasurer 
hsberry1@localnet.com 
(716)825-4174 
Shirey Snaza 
(716)675-1402 
snazzshirl@roadrunner.com 
 
Erie County Chapter holds 
monthly meetings every third 
Thursday of the month. Meetings 
begin at 7:00 p.m. in the Commu-
nity Room at the Southgate Plaza, 
Union Road West Seneca. 
 
GENESEE COUNTY 
Vacant, Chairman 
Jack Taylor, Vice Chairman 
Vacant, Secretary 
Dave Kaufman, Treasurer 
585.219.4296 
Web http://ScopeGC.com Com-
m i t t e e @ S c o p e G C . c o m 
P.O. Box 1659 
Batavia, NY 14021-1659 
Meetings are open to the public  
SCOPE members from neighbor-
ing counties are encouraged to 
participate. 
 
MONROE COUNTY 
Chris Edes - Chair 
Phone (585) 202-7741 
mailto:kenmatent@gmail.com 
 
Monroe County  meetings take 
place the Third Monday of the 
month 7pm at Jays Diner 2612 W 
Henrietta Rd, Rochester, NY 
14623. There are no meetings the 
months of December, May, June 
or July. 
 
 

NIAGARA CHAPTER 
Russell Petrie, County Chair 
Phone: 585-733-5968 
RussP@Rochester.RR.com  
 
Niagara Chapter holds it’s 
monthly meetings at the American 
Legion Post 410, 26 Niagara 
Street in Lockport, NY at 7:00pm 
on the third Wednesday of each 
month. 
 
NEW YORK CITY 
COMMITTEE 
Dave Forgione – Chair 
(646) 319-0106 
Davefargone@aol.com 
Jim Lesczynski – Secretary 
Michael Justice – Treasurer 
NYC@SCOPEny.org 
 
The NYC Chapter's Meeting is no 
longer being held at a Restaurant. 
Part of our Monthly Meeting is a 
visit to a gun store and/or a range. 
Normally we're doing this on a 
Tuesday evening, but that may 
change depending on the hours of 
our target location of the month. 
  
Contact Dave Forgione at (646) 
319-0106 for meeting details or 
join our low-volume email list by 
sending a message to:scope-
nycsubscribe@yahoogroups.com 
 
ONTARIO COUNTY 
Scott Webb - Chairman 
tech-1972@rochester.rr.com 
(585) 329-0357 
 Gary Zielinski - Secretary 
hetman1683@aol.com 
 Kevin Issing - Treasurer 
Kdissing@frontiernet.net 
 
ORANGE COUNTY 
Mike Kubow, Chair 
(845) 496-1183 
wileec@frontiernet.net 
Joe Eldred  Secretary/ Treasurer 
 
Meetings will be at 7:30 PM, the 
3rd Saturday of each month. 21 
Claremont Trail, Blooming 
Grove, NY.  Call Mike at 496-
1183 for information. 
 
ORLEANS COUNTY 
E.L. (Tinker) Young - Chair 
(585) 765-9122 
 
Orleans County SCOPE meets the 
2nd Monday of every month, 
7PM, VFW on Platt St. in Albion. 
 
WAYNE COUNTY 
John Piczkur, Chair 
(315) 597-2198 
WayneCountyScope@yahoo.com 
Larry Keown, Vice Chair 
Treasurer Deane Fisher 
Secretary Bob Brannan 
 
Meetings are held the 2nd 
Wednesday of the month at the 
Marion American Legion Post, 
4141 Witherden Rd., Marion NY 
at 7:00pm. All are welcome, for 
information call John Piczkur at     
(315) 597-2198 

. 
 
YATES COUNTY 
Bill Button, Chairman 
585-554-6868 
Leigh Williams, Vice Chair 
Marlene Button, Treasurer & 
Secretary 

 
 

Stop by the SCOPEny.org  
website and check out the 
information, sign-up for e-
mail alerts and much more. 

FIRING LINES 
 

Subscriptions $20 per year. 
Advertising: 

mjp653@yahoo.com 
Questions about SCOPE? 

Call Stephen Aldstadt, 
President of SCOPE 

Phone (716) 846-5448 
Editor - Ralph Esposito 
Writing Staff: Tommy 

Thompson 
 

To reach us by phone call 
(716) 846-5448 

or write to: 
 

SCOPE  
PO Box 602 

Tonawanda NY 14150-0602  
 

(Newsletter Editor) 
100 Boardman St. 
Roch., NY, 14607 

 
All articles in this newsletter 
are Copyrighted © and may not 
be  r ep r in t ed  i n  o the r 
publications without the 
permission of the author. 
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Membership 
needs your help 
 
By Mike Mastrogiovanni, 
CNY 
 
America has hit tough 
times, not only economi-
cally but the American gun 
owner will soon be as-
saulted on every front, fed-
eral, state and local.  We 
need to join together and 
fight back.  I am asking  
every member in SCOPE to 
sign up a friend, gun owner 
or not.  If this friend does 
not have the money to join 
do it for him. 
 
Signing up just one new 
member will both double 
our membership numbers 
and resonate with the politi-
cians that gun owners are 
paying attention. The best 
part of it is that it’s only 
$20.00.  
 
This small amount will help 
Scope continue to fight the 
good fight, resisting the anti
-gun politicians.  
 
You are proud Second 
Amendment supporters - do  
not sit idle. The time to act 
is now before they pass 
their new gun control legis-
lation (Membership appli-
cation on the back page). 



It’s that time of year again! 

SCOPE 
Annual Banquet 

 
Friday, October 7th, 2011 

 Lucarelli's Banquet Center 
1830 Abbott Rd, Lackawanna, NY 14218 

Cocktails - 5:30 p.m. 
Dinner - 700 p.m. 

 
Door Prizes and 

 Gun Raffle - see Page 10 
 

Banquet Ticket Order Form page 4 
Banquet Ad Order Form page 5 

Banquet Gun Raffle Tickets page 10 
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NUMBERS YOU 
CAN USE 

 

NEW YORK STATE 
Governor (518) 474-8390 

NYS Senate (518) 455-2800 
NYS Assembly (518) 455-4100 

 

WASHINGTON 
White House opinion line 

(202) 456-1111 
Congress (202) 225-3121  
Senate (202) 9224-3121 

 

Please be polite and remain 
calm when speaking to your 

representatives 

Advertising in 
“Firing Lines” 

 
 If you would like to 
advertise please call or e-
mail SCOPE and we will be 
happy to assist you in com-
posing and placing an ad. 
 

Mary Jo Picone 
 (716) 380-1199 

mjp653@yahoo.com 

Professional NRA Certified  Instruction in Rifle, 
Shotgun and Handgun 

 
 

Private Ranges of up to 500, 200 and 25 Yards  

Day and night hiking/orienteering 

Camping on premises 
 

Nestled in the NY Finger Lakes region, 50 miles 
from Rochester, NY. Day course or weekend series 
including basic gun safety, long range shooting, per-
sonal defense, and more. 

Call 585 413-6340 for more information 

INFORMATION REGARDING 
THE DELAY IN PISTOL 
PERMIT INVESTIGATIONS 
By Budd Schroeder 
 
Erie County Sheriff Timothy Howard contacted me to-
day to discuss continued delays in the issuance of pistol 
permits.  He explained this was not the fault of the inves-
tigating police agency nor of the County Clerks Of-
fice.  He further stated that many of the Sheriffs across 
NYS were equally troubled with the delay in receiving 
the required mental health check - which has become the 
greatest delay in the pistol permit process.  At the Sher-
iffs' request, the NYS Sheriffs' Association contacted a 
representative of the state mental health office, who ad-
vised that three people have been temporarily hired to 
work on the backlog.  She expects the requests that were 
made in March to be completed soon, and then they will 
try to catch up with all outstanding mental health 
checks.  She also noted that the State is considering an 
automated system, allowing access to approved users to 
do checks through a secure Internet connection.  There 
are several security questions that need to be resolved 
before the State determines if they can proceed with 
that.  The NYS Sheriffs' Association offered their ser-
vices to help resolve these questions in order to speed up 
the process.  She also explained that the database that is 
used to respond to pistol permit checks includes state-
wide information on both voluntary and involuntary ad-
missions.  It also includes information from some other 
states.  The information they provide is based on both 
state and federal (NICS) requirements.  
 
As you know, I remain a strong supporter of responsible 
gun ownership, always stressing "responsible."  Respon-
sible ownership includes safe storage - please review you 
own storage practices, and conduct regular inventories of 
firearms and ammunition, to be certain they are all ac-
counted for.   
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SCOPE Banquet, Friday, October 7th, 2011 at Lucarelli's Banquet Center (details page 3) 
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the straw buyers entering the gun 
stores to purchase dozens of semi-
automatic rifles in several Arizona gun 
stores. Was he worried the guns were 
being sold to criminals? NO! Was he 
concerned that the guns might be used 
in crimes? Again NO! He was more 
interested in the success of getting 
guns into the hands of criminals so 
they could trace where the guns 
showed up.  
 

Again I will repeat that the BATF al-
lowed guns to be sold to gunrunners. 
Most, if not all of the sales would have 
been stopped if the NICS check had 
not been changed by the BATF to al-
low the sale. 
 
You have to wonder when the gunrun-
ners found out how easy and fast they 
were approved did they take advantage 
of the easy sales and buy more? How 
many guns were put in the hands of 
criminals that would not have been?  

 
As the hearings continue you can hear 
the scurrying of administration offi-
cials distancing themselves from this 
operation.  It is likely they are looking 
for a sacrificial administrator to take 
the blame and resign. Will they try to 
spin this as a problem that needs more 
gun control to solve – we shall see…  
 
 
 
 

(Continued from page 1) 
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 A message from 
State Senator 
Thomas F. 
O’Mara 
 
As a proud member of SCOPE and as a 
strong advocate of our Second Amend-
ment rights, I'm grateful to have this 
opportunity to encourage your ongoing 
and extremely effective participation in 
New York government. 
 
Today's technology - blogging, instant 
messaging, e-mailing and right on 
through all of the other avenues of so-
called new media -- has made govern-
ment advocacy unquestionably more 
accessible. Anyone, anywhere can reach 
New York State's elected representa-
tives with their message easily, quickly, 
and often. 
 
On the one hand, that's what democracy 
is all about. But it's also made govern-
ment advocacy a more distant way of 
exercising democracy. It's placed a 
greater responsibility on me and my 
colleagues to, as it's said, separate the 

wheat from the chaff. 
 
I can tell you that I hear from a lot of 
different people from a lot of distant 
places on a whole lot of diverse issues. 
While it's clear that many of them know 
who I am and what I stand for, and are 
familiar with the Southern Tier and 
Finger Lakes regions I represent, I also 
know that very often I'm just another e-
mail address on another organizational 
list. 
 
That's not the case with SCOPE or, 
when we get right down to it, with the 
range of constituents who so often con-
tact me to share their sportsmen- and 
Second Amendment-related concerns 
and opinions. When I hear from you, I 
take heart in knowing that I'm hearing 
from a strong and proven grass roots 
movement. 
 
So I can't thank you enough for your 
commitment to the principles we share, 
for your steadfast dedication to the time
-honored traditions we value, and for 
your straightforward approach to tack-
ling the many challenges we face. 
 
On that last note especially, we both 
recognize that over the past several 

years we've had to work hard together, 
legislative session after legislative ses-
sion, to stop a number of state legisla-
tors who remain intent on forcing 
through an anti-Second Amendment, 
anti-sportsmen, anti-individual freedom 
agenda. They've been seeking more 
unnecessary and unreasonable regula-
tions and training requirements, more 
bans, more licensing, more fees and 
more restrictions. 
 
Prior to my election to the New York 
State Senate last November, I spent 
three consecutive terms as a member of 
the state Assembly speaking out against 
these attacks on our Constitutional 
rights. Now I'm proud to be part of a 
Senate Majority Conference that has 
long stood as the last line of defense. 
 
I'm confident that we'll continue as a 
strong front line turning back misinfor-
mation, raising public awareness and 
understanding, and promoting the com-
mon sense that's needed. Most impor-
tantly, we look forward to working with 
the members of SCOPE, together with 
all of New York's sportsmen and sports-
women, on the goals we share. Please 
feel free to visit my Senate website: 
www.omara.nysenate.gov. 

Wayne 
County Report 
 
We increased membership in the winter 
time, but have lost some existing mem-
bers who did not renew. Our Chapter is 
financially very sound, thanks to our 
treasurer Deane Fisher. Deane has been 
a tremendous asset to our Chapter since 
its inception and does a great job han-
dling our finances. 
 
This summer we sponsored two youth 
events, buying ammunition and a 22LR 
rifle for the events. We will continue to 
sponsor the shooting portion of the 
youth events. Among other donations in 
2011, we sponsored the Second Amend-
ment Radio show, SCOPE-PAC and we 
had some private contributions to 
SCOPE Legal Fund. My plan is to fund 
all three once more before the year is 
over. 
 

We had our annual picnic/meeting on 
June 8th. Local radio show host Bill 
Nojay and 25th US Congressional Rep-
resentative Ann Marie Buerkle spoke to 
the crowd. We asked the Congress-
woman to please look into the ATF 
Project Gun Walker scandal, since she 
is a member of the Oversight Commit-
tee. I gave her a detailed article about 
this debacle, and she promised to keep 
me informed on the proceedings. She 
informed us that she supported 6 new 
pro-gun bills that the NRA is lobbying 
for this year. Ann Marie Buerkle is 
100% pro-gun, and she is the most gun 
friendly representative our district has 
sent to US Congress in decades. 
 
2011 has been our best year for meeting 
attendance, as we have consistently had 
30 or more people every month. I’d like 
to invite all Wayne County members to 
please come out to a meeting. Also, 
urging everyone to sign up at least one 
new SCOPE member before 2011 ends. 
 

 
I’d like to congratulate our Chapter 
member Keith Bourgeois for his contin-
ued shooting prowess in IDPA and Rifle 
matches all across the country. Re-
cently, Keith won #1 Expert trophy in 
NY IDPA championship in Pine City. 
He won all 5 divisions, defeating 106 
other shooters. IDPA has promoted 
Keith to Master Class, and that puts him 
in very prestigious company making 
him one of only 10 Master IDPA shoot-
ers in NY State. He is also the captain 
of the Team Range Log shooting team. 
 
We are raffling off a Ruger 10/22 Boy 
Scout Edition as one of our main fund-
raisers for 2011. Ticket sales were very 
brisk at the outset, but have slowed a lot 
lately. If anyone is interested in donat-
ing money to the raffle, let me know. 
 

WayneCountySCOPE@yahoo.com 
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Help Wanted  
 
by Tommy Thompson 
 
It feels like the calm before the storm.  
Makes one wonder when the anti's in 
D.C. will pull the trigger on their ex-
pected surge in a new round of anti-
American gun control.  It's pathetic, 
but you know they are sitting there 
like vulture's waiting for some tragedy 
to unfold so they won't waste any 
opportunity given to them.  That's 
their philosophy, to not waste any 
opportunities that arise, that will fur-
ther their agenda.  We call their sick-
ness "feeding off the blood of inno-
cents". 
 
We detest violent people who threaten 
our fellow citizens.  Their actions are 
intolerable & cause bad politicians to 
rush to judgment, and all to often 
good citizens take it on the chin with 
their Civil Rights.  All too many self 
important politicians have no idea 
about firearms, our national heritage, 
country living or the idea of self reli-
ance…and we pay a dear price for 
that.  Misunderstanding our affinity 
for Liberty, Freedom and The Bill of 
Rights is not a good thing.  As we 
cringe upon hearing of some wacko 
illegally using a firearm in a crime, un
-American anti-gunners jump for joy 
at the opportunity to fill their coffers 
& further their agenda off the blood of 
innocents - it's disgusting. 
 
In a still unsettled debacle, the 
BATFE who are quick to blame gun 
shows in the southwest for guns 
flooding the southern border, were 
caught allowing & encouraging fire-
arms to be sold to ineligible buyers in 
a sting gone bad called operation pro-
ject gunrunner  (gunwalker). Yup our 
government has done what we do not 
do, & that is "break the law".  As has 
been stated before, grenades, launch-
ers, full auto firearms, etc are not sold 
at our gun shows…& the guns etc. 
flooding the border come from Cen-
tral America & elsewhere, but blam-
ing US gun shows furthers the gov-
ernment agenda to ban guns wherever 
they can…well operation project gun-
walker or gunrunner    proves that the 
government cannot be trusted, and are 
capable of breaking the law in order 
to get the results that they desire.  
Pretty evil stuff. 
 

You kind of get the feeling that the 
complicit lamestream newsmedia are 
used to conditioning our citizens into 
towing the line on issues that damage 
the Constitution & Bill of Rights…
What ever happened to men who 
cared about The People, as well as 
God & Country.  I will never under-
stand those who exist in Congress or 
state legislatures who regulate us & 
tax us to death, who strangle small 
business, and pass so many laws that 
we are endangered whenever we leave 
our homes. I'm perplexed regarding 
Representatives who do not act in the 
best interests of the people and the 
country. Let's face it, our country has 
been run into the ground by incompe-
tent, stupid educated Americans 
(stupido erudio americanis)  More & 
more, citizens who love our country 
& the Constitution are being painted 
with a brush as right wing extrem-
ists…accused by appointed, un-
American "scared" people.  Maybe if 
these scared people lived a life where 
they were capable of fending for 
themselves, they would stop mistrust-
ing the rest of us and taste a little free-
dom by embracing the 2nd Amend-
ment. 
 
It truly seems that we have citizens & 
representatives who were raised in a 
foreign country, our way of life is an 
alien concept to them.  Our education 
system must be thoroughly out of 
whack, because too many citizens find 
our heritage to be foreign to their way 
of thinking.  This is a problem that 
has been brewing for far too long.  

American History must be taking a 
back seat in our halls of education.  
No doubt, we are an important part of 
fixing the problem…note the EDU-
CATION part in our SCOPE logo…
we've got a lot of work to do. The 
sign reads, Help Wanted.  We need 
citizens who love our country & wish 
to leave a legacy of freedom to their 
descendants.  If not you, then who? 
 
Just coming back from the NRA Con-
vention in Pittsburgh leaves one filled 
with hope that we are strong enough 
to fight the good fight.  I ran into 
more than a few acquaintances while 
patrolling the Convention, as well as a 
host of new Patriots who stopped to 
share their great life's stories.  If you 
have never attended a Convention 
(this is my 2nd) you can't believe the 
size & scope of the overall experi-
ence…Which brings to mind our An-
nual SCOPE Banquet that usually 
takes place in October…I haven't 
heard any feelers on this year’s event, 
as of yet, but I encourage everyone to 
make an effort to attend.  There is no 
better Pro-Gun venue in N.Y.S. …
none.  Those who faithfully attend 
understand how grand our annual 
Banquet can be..I look forward to 
seeing you there, as we celebrate the 
vitality of our organization.  Be a part 
of making SCOPE a voice to be 
heard, plan on attending.  
 
GOD SAVE THE UNITED STATES 
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SCOPE Member Clubs 
 
 The following are clubs that 
are members of SCOPE. If you plan 
to join a club, please try to join one 
that is a SCOPE member. If your 
club would like to become a SCOPE 
club member please give Stephen  
Aldstadt a call or drop us an E-mail. 
 
Alabama Hunt Club 
Alden Rod & Gun Club 
Allied Sportsmen of WNY Inc 
American Legion Riders Post 355 
A-ON-DO-WA-HUN 
                 Sportsman's Club 
Attica Rod & Gun Club, Inc 
B R & G Conservation Club 
Bailey Mountain Fish 
                   & Game Club, Inc. 
Baldwinsville Rod & Gun Club, Inc. 
Barre Sportsmen's Club 
Barrington Rifle Club 
Bergen Rod & Gun Club 
Bison City Rod & Gun Club Inc 
Black Rock Fish & Game Club Inc 
Blasdell Rod & Gun Club 
Bog Trotters Rifle & Pistol Club Inc 
Buffalo Revolver & Rifle Club Inc 
Buffalo Rod & Gun Club Inc 
Burlington Flats Fish 
                      & Game Club, Inc. 
Cal Shooting Club 
Camillus Sportsmen's Club 
Canaan Rifle Club, Inc. 
Canandaigua Lake 
                Duck Hunters, Inc. 
Canandaigua Sportsman's Club, Inc. 
Canastota Conservation Club 
Chautauqua County 
                 Federation of Sportsmen 
Chemung County Rod & Gun Club 
Clarence Shooting Club 
Clay Sportsman's Club 
Clinton Fish & Game Club 
Cloverbank Sportsman's Club Inc 
Cooperstown Sportsmen's 
                                Association, Inc. 
Delchenego Rod & Gun Club 
Depew Rod & Gun Club 
Dunham's Bay Fish & Game Club 
E Aurora Fish & Game Club Inc 
Elbridge Rod & Gun Club 
Evans Rod & Gun Club 
Five Point Rod & Gun Club 

Four Point Rod & Gun Club, Inc. 
Freeport Junior Club 
George Washington Fishing 
                          & Camping Club Inc 
Glen-Coe Conservation Society Inc 
Gorham Coon Hunters 
Gowanda Rifle Club 
Hamburg Rod & Gun Club Inc 
Hartland Conservation Club 
Hidden Valley Lodge 
Hill Top Gun Club 
Himrod Conservation Club 
Holley Rod & Gun Club 
Honeoye Fish & Game Club 
Hornell Sportsman Club 
Hudson Valley 
              Sportsmen's  Association 
Iroquois Arms Collectors 
                                Assoc of WNY 
Lake Keuka Chapter, Izaak Walton 
League 
Lima Gun Club 
Little Beard Club Inc 
Livingston Co Federation of 
Sportsmen's Clubs 
Lloyd Rod and Gun Club Inc. 
Mad River Club, Inc. 
Mendon Conservation League 
Mohawk Rifle & Pistol Club Inc 
Monroe Chester Sportsmen Club Inc 
Mt Morris Sportsmen's Club 
Mumford Sportsmen's Club 
Neighbors Gun Club, Inc. 
New York Houndsmen 
                  Conservation Association 
New York State Muzzleloaders 
                                  Association, Inc 
Newark Rod & Gun Club 
Niagara County Sportsmen's Assn. 
Niagara Frontier Pistol League 
Niagara Frontiersmen Pistol Club 
North Forest Rod & Gun Club 
North Star Sportsman's Club, Inc. 
Northern Dutchess Rod 
                              & Gun Club, Inc. 
NYS Sporterifle, Inc. 
Outlet Rod & Gun Club 
Painted Post Field & Stream Club 
Pathfinder Fish and Game Club, Inc. 
Pearl River Gun Club 
Phoenicia Fish & Game Association 
Redfield Fish & Game Club 
Richburg Rod & Gun Club 
Rochester Rifle Club 

Sackets Harbor 
              Sportsmen's Club, Inc. 
Saranac Lake Fish & Game Club 
Seneca County Federation 
                         of Sportsmen's Clubs 
Shawangunk Fish & Game Assn, Inc. 
Sheridan Transit Rod & Gun Club 
Sodus Bay Sportsman's Club 
Somerset Conservation Club 
Sons of the American 
                           Legion Post 881 
South Bristol Fish & Game 
Association Inc. 
South Shore Association 
                            of Onedia Lake Inc. 
Springville Field & Stream Inc 
Springwater Rod & Gun Club, Inc. 
Square Deal Sportsmen Inc. 
Suburban Pistol League 
Ten-X Shooting Club Inc 
Three F Conservation Society, Inc. 
Thruway Fish & Hunt Club 
Tonawandas Sportsmen's Club 
Twin City Shooting Club, Inc. 
Walden Sportsmen's Club 
Walworth Sportsman's Club, Inc. 
Waterloo Rifle & Pistol Club 
Wayne County Federation 
                        of Sportsmen's Clubs 
Williamson Conservation 
                                & Sporting Club 
Wilson Conservation Club Inc 
Wolcottsville Sportsmen Club 
Wood & Brook Sportsman's Club 
Wyoming County 
                 Wildlife Federation 
Yates Carlton Lakeshore 
                            Sportsmen's Club 
York Sportsman's Club, Inc. 
 

 
Check It Out  

 

2ndamendment-
show.com 

and 
SCOPEny.org 
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SCOPE Offers 
Business Associate 
Membership 
 

 SCOPE is now offering businesses 
that want to show their support for our 2nd 

Amendment rights a Business Associate 
Membership.  Business membership dues will 
be $50 annually, or $250 annually for a 
Sponsor level membership.  Business members 
will receive a window sign to display, a listing 
on our website with basic details of their store 

and contact information.  We will also supply 
them with membership applications and a 
supply of each issue of the Firing Lines for 
their store.  Sponsor level businesses will have 
their listing on our website highlighted and 
they will receive a wall plaque for display in 
their store. 

Sign up Today! 

SHOOTER’S COMMITTEE ON POLITICAL EDUCATION (SCOPE, INC) 
PO 602, Tonawanda NY 14150 716-846-5448  
Business Associate Membership Application 

 
Date of Application___________________  Donation, Annual $50__________   Annual Sponsor $250____________ 

Business Name___________________________________________________________Phone______________________ 

Address____________________________________________________________City ___________________________ 

State___________  Zip__________  Fax _________________________________________________________________ 

Mailing address if different___________________________________________________________________________ 

Contact Name & Title________________________________________________________________________________ 

Secondary Contact __________________________________________________________________________________ 

Website_________________________________________ Email_____________________________________________ 

Type of business (gun shop, sporting goods, etc.)___________________________________________________________ 
 (Donations to SCOPE are not refundable or tax deductible) 

 The elections are over and the 
state senate is back in friendly hands 
but that doesn't mean we can let our 
guard down or think the battle is 
over.  Our friends and potential friends 
are always seeking and raising funds 
for future election battles.  SCOPE 
PAC is your tool to help our friends of 
the Second Amendment through your 
donations.  We expended most of our 
available funds during the last election 
cycle and donations have dropped off 
considerably.  We need you to reach 
deep in your pocket and give any 
amount you can to build up our funds 
and keep them at a level where we can 
help when needed. 
 
Please give any amount you can no 
matter how small (or large), you can 
rest assured it will be put to good use. 
 
Ken Mathison 
Treasurer SCOPE PAC 

SCOPE-PAC 
 

Announcing SCOPE-PAC, a political committee affiliated with SCOPE, Inc.  but a separate 
organization conforming with New York State  Election Laws and applicable federal laws.   

 
SCOPE-PAC is raising funds specifically for the support of candidates for state offices that 

support your right to keep and bear arms. Now you can participate in the political process with 
more than just your vote; you can donate to SCOPE-PAC and be assured your contribution 

will go to those candidates that will fight for your rights. 
Donate today!   

Yes! I will help protect my Second Amendment rights 
Here is my donation of: $20____ $50____ $100____ Other_____ 

 
NAME______________________________________________________________________ 

 
ADDRESS___________________________________________________________________ 

 
CITY________________________________________STATE_______ZIP______________ 

 
PHONE______________________________EMAIL________________________________ 

Make checks payable to: 
SCOPE-PAC, PO Box 12711, Rochester, NY 14612 

 

Donations to SCOPE-PAC are not tax deductible 
and are subject  to all applicable state and federal laws, rules and regulations. 

SCOPE PAC Needs Your Help 
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SCOPE Web Master 

Jim Nowotny 

Web Consulting, SEO 
Web Site Monetization, Creation and 

Hosting 
716-584-1221 

 

SCOPE Business 
Associate Members 
 
 The following are business 
members of SCOPE. If your business 
would like to become a SCOPE 
business member please fill out the 
application on page 9 or give Ken 
Mathison a call or E-mail. 
 
 
Batavia Marine & Sporting 
Supplies 
411 W Main Street  
Batavia, NY 14020-1294  
(585) 343-4131  
 
Branchport Automotive  
3719 RT54A 
Branchport, NY 14418 
315-595-2263 
Thomas Rutherford  
bportauto@yahoo.com 
Auto Repair & Service  
 
Brenna, Brenna & Boyce 
Attorneys at law  
31 E Main St 
Rochester, NY  14614 
 
Craig's Gold & Silver  
3065 Delaware Ave. 
Kenmore, NY 14217 

D. Craig MacFarland 
716-332-4444 
Jewelry, gold, silver, coins 
Save time and money 
 
D & D Guns 
1812 Culhane Rd  
Penn Yan, NY 14527 
Dick Culhane 
315-536-3503 
Retail gun sales, accessories, calls, 
ammo  
 
Red Sun Builders LLC 
172 Gifford Rd 
Greenville, NY 12083 
518-966-4271 
Ray & Patrick Kosorek 
www.redsunbuilders.com 
redsunbuilders@earthlink.net 
Resedential remodeling, power tools 
 
S & S Auto Body , Inc. 
321 Englewood Ave      
Buffalo, NY 14223 
716-834-0183 
Steve Gajewski Owner  
Luigi Rodo Office Manager  
Auto Body Repair and Painting  
 
Seneca Gun Sports 
4705 Route 14 
Rock Stream, NY 14878 
(607) 243-7243 

senecagunsports.com 
Firearms Dealer serving your 
Hunting, Target, Personal Protection 
and Law Enforcement needs  
 
The Custom Shop  
3712 Main St 
Walworth, NY 14568 
315-986-1717 
Custom Gunsmithing, Repairs, 
Ammo, New & Used Guns, 
Accessories, Consignment & Estate 
Sales  
 
Walton's Service Center, Inc. 
1634 RT 54  
Penn Yan, NY 14527 
315-536-6928 
Darwin Walton  
Auto Repair & Service 
 
Yorkshire Battery & Tire 
Freedom NY 14065 
Cattaraugus 
Eric Blom 
716-492-5585 
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SCOPE Joins 
SAF Amicus 
Curiae Brief 
 
By David Carlson 
 
On June 13, 2011 SCOPE joined 17 
other organizations in signing an 
Amicus Curiae brief in Peterson v. 
Garcia, et al., now before the Tenth 
Circuit Court of Appeals. This brief, 
filed by the Second Amendment 
Foundation, supports the plaintiff 
Gray Peterson, a Resident of the state 
of Washington, who cannot exercise 
his right to bear arms in Colorado. 
Colorado will not issue a permit to 
non-residents, and does not recognize 
his Washington or Florida non-
resident permits. Colorado does allow 

open carry but it is prohibited in the 
city of Denver. This leaves no carry 
option for Mr. Peterson while in Den-
ver, thereby violating his constitu-
tional right to carry a firearm for his 
protection. 
 
You may wonder how this affects 
members of SCOPE and why we are 
involved. If won, this case will allow 
some form of carry for non-residents 
while in Colorado, including New 
York residents. This could result in 
the nullification of open carry bans, 
create national reciprocity of carry 
permits, or may just require all states 
to issue permits to residents and non-
residents alike. Of course none of this 
is going to happen overnight but it 
will be another brick in the founda-
tion that is needed to restore our 
rights. 
 

The Supreme Court, in Heller and 
McDonald, recognized that the Sec-
ond Amendment is a fundamental 
right. While the text of the Second 
Amendment contains “the right of the 
people to keep and bear arms, shall 
not be infringed,” and the court did 
go into what that may mean, the ques-
tion before the court was, “can you 
ban the ownership and possession of 
handguns in the home for personal 
defense?”  As most of us know, the 
courts answer was “No you may not 
ban handguns in the home!” Peterson 
v. Garcia could be the case that 
makes it to the Supreme Court and 
asks the question, “Can you ban the 
carrying of arms?” If it does go to the 
Supreme Court, let’s hope that they 
are wise enough to answer the ques-
tion correctly. “No you may not ban 
the carrying of arms!” 
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Can New York ever 
Regain its Dignity? 
Or Why I Joined SCOPE 
 
By Jim Nowotny 
 
How does New York regain the lost 
“Inalienable Right” to Keep and Bear 
Arms? Perhaps the recent Micro 
stamping vote in the NY Assembly can 
help us identify the root cause of the 
failure.   
 
The New York State Assembly is con-
trolled by the seats in NYC and Long 
Island. These down state seats can cre-
ate and pass laws fed to them by Spe-
cial Interest groups with little support 
from the rest of the state.  The worst 
part is they can introduce and pass anti-
gun bills that don’t have any effect on 
people from their own district. 
(Remember in NY City average honest 
citizens are not allowed to own, touch, 
or think about a firearm). They have 
nothing to lose. There is no account-
ability because the people that vote for 
them are not affected - as for the rest of 
the state? Well it’s to bad for us.  
 
Days before the Micro Stamping bill 
was voted on, Mayor Bloomberg’s 
“Mayors against Illegal Guns” aka 
(Mayors against Your Guns) was arm 
twisting for the bill in Albany. 
 
 
The map below shows the results of his 
efforts. Yes votes are shaded.  
 

Look at all the YES votes in and near 
New York City and Long Island. 
 
In New York City, 58 of the 58 De-
mocrats and 3 Republican did what the 
Mayor wanted. So 61 votes of the 76 
needed are under the direct control of 
Mayor Bloomberg. Only 3 people 
voted against Bloomberg; Miller (R) of 
Queens in District 38, Malliotakis (R) 
of Richmond in District 60 and To-
bacco (R) of Richmond in District 62.  
 
On Long Island there are 20 Districts 
made up of 10 Democrats, 9 Republi-
cans and 1 Independence Party. 10 of 
10 Democrats voted yes as did the In-
dependence Party and 1 Republican. 
There were 9 no votes on Long Island 
and they were all Republican.   
 
That now brings us to Continental New 
York State and the remaining 64 Dis-
tricts. Remember now, Bloomberg now 
has 69 of the needed 76 in his pocket. 
One wonders if he promised them an 
invited to Gracie Mansion for a party 
to secure their vote. 
 
The 58 Districts that voted yes are not 
allowed to have firearms. All he 
needed now was the remaining 8 votes 
from the rest of the state.  For this he 
relied on Sheldon Silvers and his gang 
to squeeze out a measly 8 votes from 
the 27 Democrats west of NYC, He got 
18 and the bill passed.   
 
Of the 64 Upstate Districts there were 
44 No votes and 18 Yes votes.  
 
In November 2010 the PEOPLE of the 

United States sent a message to Wash-
ington and almost every single state 
capitol in the country, except New 
York.  We can not let this happen 
again. 
 
The power of Mayor Bloomberg out 
strips the Governor.  As a citizen in 
Upstate New York Mayor Bloomberg 
should not be affecting my life in any 
manner.  But yet with a wink and a nod 
he is affecting my life and yours. Our 
rights are being stripped away by peo-
ple on the hope they will be invited to 
the Mayors Christmas Party.  Can New 
York ever regain Its Dignity?  My 
guess is, not in my lifetime. 
 
Here is a breakdown of the Assembly 
by party and how they voted 

 
 
There are 58 people in the Assembly 
that know and respect the Constitution. 
However it takes 76 to have a majority.   
 
The only way to stop this is to identify 
18 seats that are in the Bloomberg 
Camp and get them fired. Then, elect a 
patriot who knows the Constitution of 
the United States. 



Here is a list of Representatives of 
which 18 need to be fired at election 
time. 
 
Here is a list of 27 seats of which 18 
need changing: 
 
2nd Thiele, Ind 
4th Englebright, Democrat 
6th Ramos, Democrat 
11th Sweeney, Democrat 
16th Schimel, Democrat 
17th McKevitt, Republican 
18th Hooper, Democrat 
19th McDonough, Republican 
20th Weisenberg, Democrat 
21st Ra, Republican 
87th Pretlow, Democrat 
88th Paulin, Democrat 
90th Galef,  Democrat 
91st Latimer, Democrat 
92nd Abinanti, Democrat 
95th Jaffee, Democrat 
101st Cahill, Democrat 
104th McEneny, Democrat 
106th Canestrari, Democrat 
118th Russell, Democrat 
120th Magnarelli, Democrat 
125th Lifton, Democrat 
131st Bronson, Democrat 
132nd Morelle, Democrat 
133rd Gantt, Democrat 
141st Peoples-Stokes, Democrat 
144th Hoyt, Democrat 
 
Can it be turned around someday?   
The answer is yes but you must get 
involved today.  Get involved in your 
local politics. Get involved with 
SCOPE. 
 

 
Here is a list of Assembly members 
that we need to support with our 
involvement. 
 
89th Castelli, Republican 
94th Zebrowski, Democrat 
96th Calhoun, Republican 
97th Rabbitt, Republican 
98th Gunther, Democrat 
99th Katz, Republican 
100th Kirwan, Republican 
102nd Miller, Republican 
103rd Molinaro, Republican 
105th Amedore, Republican 
107th Crouch, Republican 
108th McLaughlin, Republican 
109th Reilly, Democrat 
110th Tedisco, Republican 
111th Magee, Democrat 
112th Jordan, Republican 
113th Sayward, Republican 
114th Duprey, Republican 
115th Tenney, Republican 
119th Roberts, Democrat 
121st Miller, Republican 
122nd Blankenbush, Republican 
123rd Finch, Republican 
124th Barclay, Republican 
126th Lupardo, Democrat 
127th Lopez, Republican 
128th Oaks, Republican 
129th Kolb, Republican 
130th Hanna, Republican 
134th Reilich, Republican 
135th Johns, Republican 
136th Palmesano, Republican 
137th Friend, Republican 
138th Ceretto, Republican 
139th Hawley, Republican 
140th Schimminger, Democrat 
142nd Corwin, Republican 

143rd Gabryszak, Democrat 
145th Schroeder, Democrat 
146th Smardz, Republican 
147th Burling, Republican 
148th Hayes, Republican 
149th Giglio, Republican 
 
Start today on turning this around.  
Start preparing for the election in 
November of 2011 and 2012 today. 
 
Support SCOPE and other Pro Gun 
Political Groups. 
   
Can New York regain the lost 
“inalienable Right” to keep and bear 
arms? If we can’t, we have no one to 
blame but ourselves. 
 

(Continued from page 12) 
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WHAT DO YOU 
DO IF YOU 
HAVE TO 
SHOOT? 
By Budd Schroeder 
 
When a law-abiding person has to 
shoot as the last option in an event that 
involves the saving of his life or that of 
an innocent person, what should he do?  
That is the topic of a new book written 
by Alan Korwin.  Alan is a prolific 

author on Second Amendment issues 
and has been an honored guest speaker 
at two SCOPE banquets. 
 
His book is centered on practical ad-
vice and is entitled “After You Shoot,” 
with a sub title “Your gun’s hot.  The 
perp’s not.  Now what?”   
 
There have been several books written 
on the subject and countless magazine 
articles for reference, but this is a book 
that looks at the realistic aspects of 
what can happen from the 911 call to 
the actual trial date.  Most authors, and 
this one is not an exception, give the 

sound advice, “get a lawyer and don’t 
give any statements while under the 
duress of the emotional event you went 
through.”   
 
There is a section of the book that dis-
cusses the concept of “should you call 
your lawyer before you call 911?”  
Some think it is a good idea and some 
don’t.  When the chips are down and 
you are involved in a shooting, no mat-
ter how justified it is, you can talk 
yourself into huge problems.  The right 
to remain silent is not only the law, it 

(Continued on page 14) 

www.SCOPEny.org 
 

 Up to date information on 
bills and proposed legislation. Our 
news section is updated daily to bring 
you the latest gun related stories. 
 
 Find phone numbers and E-
m a i l  a d d r e s s e s  f o r  y o u r 
represen ta t ives ,  and  con tac t 
information for SCOPE chapters, 
committees  and representatives near 
you. 

Visit SCOPEny.org today! 
 

Also check out 
www.2ndamendment- 

show.com 



Carrying On About 
Carrying 
 
By: Johnathan Celso 
Certified NRA Instructor 
 
Ready, Ready, Ready, Ready, Set, Go! 
  
After having the opportunity in my 
extensive training to be instructed by 
not only some of the best minds and 
experiences, but also some of the most 
different styles around, I have found 
that each individual instructor seems to 
pick a specific shooting stance that they 
swear is the only way you should hold a 
gun. What the NRA does a great job of 
in their shooting courses, is they allow 
you to choose the best stance for your 
body’s makeup. The modification pos-
sibilities are limited however because 
unfortunately you can’t have the best of 
all worlds. Sometimes comfort has to 
be sacrificed a little for the sake of 
natural point of aim, or sometimes con-
sistency has to be sacrificed for balance 
and support. Sometimes what people 
think is the best way to stand holding a 
gun just plain isn’t. But what is most 
surprising is that for every choice 

shooting stance instructors cram down 
their students’ throats, there is always 
an equally favored ready position that 
seems to be crammed down throats as 
well. Before discussing which ready 
position is best, let’s cover the four 
main types of ready positions taught. 
  
The first ready position was developed 
at the same time (and by the same guy) 
as the Modern Technique was. The late 
Colonel Jeff Cooper, founder and direc-
tor of Gunsite Training Academy, in the 
70’s developed the Modern Technique 
which incorporated the Weaver Grip 
and Stance, based on the then, and ar-
guably still, most advanced and effi-
cient way of shooting a handgun. 
Named after its creator, Jack Weaver, 
the Weaver Grip and Stance was light 
years above how everyone else held a 
handgun at the time, and its effective-
ness was overwhelmingly proven in 
Jack’s unbeatable shooting record in 
Police Competitions held every year. 
Jeff Cooper codified the Weaver Grip 
and Stance and in doing so developed a 
way to safely assess threats by simply 
lowering the firearm down to a 45 de-
gree angle, while still maintaining 
proper grip and form in the shooter’s 

arms and hands. It quickly (for obvious 
reasons) became known as the “Low 
Ready Position” and was taught as part 
of the Modern Technique. At the Low 
Ready Position, the shooter takes their 
finger off of the trigger and scans left 
and right, rotating at the hips, keeping 
the firearm in alignment with the eyes. 
  
The second ready position developed in 
the 80’s was by Dave Spaulding, fa-
mous armed conflict researcher and 
column writer for Guns and Ammo 
magazine, and is called the “Third-Eye 
Ready Position.” Here, Dave found that 
police officers, who were being taught 
the Modern Technique, were letting 
their arms fall down from the standard 
45 degrees to almost straight down-
wards whenever it was required to hold 
their firearms for extended periods of 
time in the Low Ready Position. This 
was due to the increase in perceived 
weight of the handgun that normally 
happens from the firearm being held 
out away from the body for any length 
of time. The side-effect of them lower-
ing so far down was that when they 
were required to quickly acquire a 

(Continued on page 15) 
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is excellent advice. 
 
Alan writes that if a person does carry 
a gun for defensive purposes, he or she 
should have a relationship with a good 
attorney who is experienced in defen-
sive shooting cases.  The one who 
closed on your house or wrote your 
will may not be the person to defend 
you if your future is on the line.  
 
He suggests you might want to do 
some research on who might be such a 
lawyer and then invest a few bucks in a 
consultation regarding his ability and 
willingness to represent you if you do 
get involved in a shooting.  This can be 
an investment that can prevent you 
from losing you resources and freedom 
if the occasion arises. 
 
Alan suggests that if you make the 911 
call, you don’t get into a conversation 
with the dispatcher.  Any and all state-
ments are recorded and can be used 
against you in a court of law.  What 
you might blurt out in the emotional 

upheaval can make a big difference in 
what happens to you down the line.  
Report the incident, give your name 
and address for the police to respond 
and then shut up! 
 
When the police arrive, all agree that it 
is stupid to answer the door with a gun 
in your hand.  The police don’t know 
the good guy from a bad guy and the 
gun is a definite stimulus for action on 
their part.  You will be best served to 
be as calm as you can be under the 
circumstances and DO NOT offer any 
excess information or commentary.   
 
As politely as you can be, tell them 
you are emotionally distressed and you 
don’t want to make any statements 
until you speak to your lawyer.  That 
should stop any questioning, but some-
times it doesn’t, so then SHUT UP.  Be 
cooperative, but beyond showing them 
where the body is or where he broke 
into your home, be silent.  This is a 
good scenario to discuss with the law-
yer you consult with during the consul-
tation. 

 
Alan has a website http://gunlaws.com 
where you can get sage commentary 
regarding various aspects of the shoot-
ing and you can order the book by con-
tacting Boomfield Press, 4848 E. Cac-
tus #505-440, Scottsdale, AZ 85254.  
You can also call 1-800-707-4020.  
The book is $14.95 plus shipping and 
handling.  From a gun owner’s per-
spective this is an excellent investment 
that can save a lot of money and grief 
if such an unfortunate incident comes 
into your life 
 
Author’s note.  SCOPE would like to 
be able to provide a list of attorneys 
who are able and willing to represent a 
person who needs self-defense repre-
sentation.  We would like our members 
to submit these names (after agreement 
by the attorney) and publish them in 
future newsletters.  If you are an attor-
ney and interested in being contacted 
contact us and let us know your quali-
fications. 

(Continued from page 13) 
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shooting position again, there would be 
excessive over/under travel, and the 
police officers were having a difficult 
time establishing a sight picture 
quickly. Dave suggested that the 
shooter should bring their elbows in 
towards their abdomen from the Low 
Ready Position and rest them there to 
support most of the weight of the fire-
arm, while still keeping your finger off 
the trigger and the muzzle pointed 
slightly downwards. This maintained 
the Low Ready Position’s natural ad-
vantages of helping to point the gun in 
a safe direction and prevents accidental 
discharges. Students quickly realized 
that they could acquire a shooting posi-
tion just as quickly as from the Low 
Ready Position, but didn’t have to fight 
as much to stop the gun at the moment 
the sights came into view as they did 
when deviating from the 45 degree 
angle of the Low Ready Position. 
  
Later in the early 90’s, as shooting 
schools began to favor the Isosceles 
Stance for law enforcement, a more 
natural ready position for that stance 
developed. It is known as the “High 
Compressed Ready Position.” The Isos-
celes Stance became favored among 
law enforcement because it naturally 
places the police officer in a more for-
ward facing orientation with the target, 
which allows a greater portion of the 
useful area of their Kevlar vests to be 
exposed to the threat. The Weaver 
Stance typically places a person slightly 
edge on and even though it presents the 
shooter as a smaller target to their ad-
versaries, it has the same effect on their 
Kevlar vests. Rob Pincus, one of the 
biggest promoters of this ready posi-
tion, emphasizes the High Compressed 
Ready Position’s strong point of consis-
tency. The High Compressed Ready 
Position is where the shooter has the 
firearm pulled in close to their chest 
with their elbows at either side of their 
rib cage and the muzzle of the firearm 
pointed directly at the target (or wher-
ever the shooter is facing) with the bar-
rel being, or close to being, parallel 
with the ground. Fingers are still taken 
off the trigger. From here it is very easy 
to acquire an Isosceles Stance quickly 
as well as simultaneously transition 
from point shooting to sight shooting 
very quickly, with minimal amounts of 
over/under travel. 
  
The last ready position is known as the 
“Close Retention Ready Position,” and 
was developed around the same time as 
the High Compressed Ready Position 
by Gunsite Training Academy during 
their development of their “Improved 
Holster Presentation Procedure.” Gun-

site Training Academy, the same school 
Jeff Cooper developed the Modern 
Technique at, designed a way to present 
a handgun from a holster in what has 
been internationally accepted as the 
most effective and efficient way to 
draw a firearm ever conceived. The 
Close Retention Ready Position was 
discovered simply from the re-
holstering process of the presentation. 
During re-holster, students are taught to 
simply repeat the presentation steps 
backwards. The first step would be to 
bring in the firearm close to the 
shooter’s strong side armpit while still 
maintaining a secured two-handed grip, 
keeping the muzzle pointed at the target 
(or whichever way the shooter is fac-
ing) and with the barrel being, or close 
to being, parallel with the ground. Fin-
gers are still taken off the trigger. If the 
decision was made during re-holstering 
that a threat had to be reengaged, they 
would simply perform the “extend” step 
again from the Close Retention Ready 
Position. If the decision was made to 
instinctively shoot, the firearm was 
already in a great position for point 
shooting. 
  
So which ready position is the best? 
Which ready position does the NRA 
teach? Well the answer to the second is 
found in the first. Each of the ready 
positions are situation dependant. Let 
me repeat that. Each of the ready posi-
tions are situation dependant. You need 
to know all four in order to be the most 
effective and efficient at handgun 
shooting. Once you know which ready 
position is best for a specific situation, 
you simply use that ready position 
when you’re in that situation. That is 
why the NRA teaches all four. In the 
NRA Basic Pistol Course, you will only 
learn the Low Ready and Third-Eye 
Ready Position. This is because these 
are the only ready positions necessary 
for basic pistol shooting. These two 
ready positions are the safest of the 
four, and do not negatively affect shoot-
ing ability for the low stress nature of 
basic pistol shooting, such as recrea-
tional target shooting, standard range 
practice, or hunting. 
  
However in the NRA Personal Protec-
tion Inside the Home Course, you addi-
tionally will learn the High Compressed 
Ready and “High Ready” positions. 
The High Ready Position is essentially 
the Low Ready Position with a modifi-
cation to how low you lower the gun. 
Instead of dropping it to a 45 degree 
angle, you lower it just enough to see 
right over the sights and you keep your 
finger on the trigger. It is used when 
assessing the condition of your threat, 
not the presence of a threat which is 

when you would use the Low Ready, 
Third-Eye ready, or High Compressed 
ready positions. The High Compressed 
ready Position offers you the ability to 
spin around or turn corners quickly 
while still acquiring a sight picture effi-
ciently, and effectively; and requires 
the least amount of body movement 
when reloading. Running around a 
house in the Low Ready Position will 
not give you the stability you need to 
come to a complete stop and simultane-
ously raise your firearm upward to ac-
quire a sight picture, under stress. The 
seconds it takes to stop the impending 
arc of movement could cost you your 
life. 
  
In the NRA Personal Protection Outside 
the Home Course, you will additionally 
learn the Close Retention Ready Posi-
tion since it is in this course you will 
develop holster presentation skills. You 
will also perfect the High Compressed 
Ready Position even more as you will 
find it is the best ready position to tran-
sition to from the Close Retention 
Ready Position when speed and tacti-
cally reloading. FYI for all you IDPA 
shooters out there; the “reload with 
retention” rule was established with the 
High Compressed Ready Position in 
mind. 
  
While on the subject of reloading, 
please remember that it is imperative 
that you train yourself to reload with 
the overhand technique, even when 
“messing around” at the range. Sling-
shot’n the action closed or only using 
the slide lock as a release develops the 
very bad habit of bringing the gun off-
line and off target. The overhand tech-
nique maintains a good firing grip, al-
lows you reload a gun close in to your 
body (which comes in handy when you 
are hiding in a closet or under a bed) 
and is consistent with standard mal-
function clearance procedures. Use of 
the slide lock to release the slide should 
only be used when speed loading and 
only with the firing hand thumb, or the 
middle finger of the non-shooting hand 
if a left-handed shooter. But keep in 
mind that some firearms do not have 
slide locks, or you might sustain a fir-
ing hand thumb injury, and not instinc-
tively rack the slide with your belt or 
boot or a hard edge if you haven’t prac-
ticed racking the slide when reloading 
ever before. I train 1 out of 4 times with 
the slide lock method. Remember, a 
defensive encounter with a firearm is a 
violent encounter and your mind and 
body will not function in a predictable 
manner. That is all for now. Be safe out 
there. 

(Continued from page 14) 
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Webster, NY 
Permit # 91 

From: SCOPE, PO BOX 602, TONAWANDA, NY, 14150-0602 

YOU INSURE YOUR CAR, YOUR HOME, EVEN 
YOUR HEALTH - WELL HOW ABOUT 
INSURING YOUR 2ND AMENDMENT RIGHTS? 
 
SCOPE THE RIGHT INSURANCE! 
 
SO DON'T DELAY 
SIGN UP TODAY! 

The Second Amendment 
Radio Show  

 

 
1590 AM, 1310 AM 

 
10:00-11:30 am every Thursday 

and  7:00-8:30 pm every Saturday 
and Sunday also on the Internet 

7/24 at: 
2ndamendmentshow.com 

or 
SCOPEny.org 

or 
restoringamericanetwork.net 

 
Hear a SCOPE representative 

each week on the show. 
 

The Western NY Sportsman Show 
follows at 11:30 AM 
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